
Finding Hope Vision Talk 

 

Good morning, everyone.  I am so glad to be able to embark into yet another year with such a great group of 

folks who have a heartfelt love for God and His word.  I’d like to just start by thanking both God and you for 

the tremendous privilege it is to begin another new year with you. 

Today I’m going to begin two weeks of setting the course for 2015.  I want to begin to share with you where my 

heart is coming into this new year.  And they way I’d like to start is with borrowing from the late great African 

American preacher E.V. Hill.  When trying to get across to his congregation many years ago what I hope to 

share with you today and next Sunday, he asked and answered the following question something like this. 

When was God at His very best? 

Was it when God created the heavens and the earth?  But the authority of His spoken word bring great 

wonders into existence?  Wonders which they human eye and mind continues year after year to discover?  And 

creating all that is that we both know and don’t yet know about in 6 days?  Was that when God was at His very 

best? 

That was sure good. In fact, VERY GOOD.  But I think NOT. 

Was it when He exalted Joseph from a household servant to the Prime Minister of Egypt? 

Was it when He delivered the Israelites from the Egyptian army through the Red Sea? 

Was it when He told Joshua to march around Jericho each day for seven days, and on the seventh day seven 

times, and then bring down the city was by shouting? 

Was it when He brought down, with the sling and a stone of a teenaged boy, a giant warrior who was mocking 

both Himself and His people? 

Was it when after 70 years of exile He brought His peoples back to the Promised Land from north, south, east 

and west? Once again delivering His people from various rulers and directing the hearts of kings favorably such 

that they could rebuild their city walls and temple in Jerusalem? 

Perhaps it was when God left heaven and entered this sinful world as a baby in a young unsuspecting woman to 

be raised by her and her fiancé?   

Jesus walking on water?  Feeding 5000 people with a single sack lunch?  Calming stormy seas by raising His 

hands and saying be still?  Healing the blind man with some spit and dirt? Making the lame with withered legs 

to walk?  No??  Well, then, it had to have been when Jesus attended that funeral of the dead man who was 

called back to life?  That had to be when God was at His very best!!  

No.  All of that is so awesome!  So powerful! So good!  But it isn’t God’s best work.   

Well, the crucifixion.  God gets up on a cross to die for lost sinners.  What could beat that?  What could be 

greater?  What could be better?   

What if I told you that not even the dying on the cross was God’s best work?   

I know, the ressurection.  Jesus laid in the grave across three days.  Then rose again proving that the power of 

life and death is truly in His hands and that the grave is not the final finish line.  Surely that is God at His very 

best?  E.V. Hill anyway said, “I think not!” 

What then? What else is there?  When has God done anything better than all of that? 



I’ll tell you.  It was when God reached down to a young confused, hurting, teenaged-boy, who was a foul 

mouthed thief and liar.  And God got through to that boy and adopted him as His own son.  He made that boy 

rich in spirit and in purpose.  He wiped away every last one of that boy’s sins.   

He gave him a hope and future and power over the grave; rendering all the plans the evil one had for him futile 

and ineffective.  He made that boy a warrior in His kingdom and he’s never looked back.  God was at His very 

best when he saved that 14 year old boy from his sin.  And when He saved you from your sin.   

Turn in your bibles to the Gospel of Luke ch 15.  This chapter is, I think, Jesus showing people the heart of God 

when He is, as E.V. Hill would say, “At his very best.” 

 

READ LUKE 15 

 

How many people in our city are like the prodigal son?  They have messed up.  They put together a front that 

doesn’t let you see it.  They buy their material facade that makes it look like their life is going great and 

whatever else is necessary, but on the inside they’re with the pigs. 

Our text this morning shows us the heart of God to be out finding these people.  In the first two stories someone 

is actively looking and searching for the lost.  In the last story we get the picture of the father waiting.  What’s 

up with that? 

Jesus is trying to get across what it looks like for God’s children to be heaven’s scouts, and what we can be a 

part of when someone who is drowning in sin, shame, and regret comes into the Father’s arms.  Jesus wants His 

followers to be a part of when God is at His very best.   

Think for a moment what prompted Jesus to tell these parables….  It was those self-righteous brothers who had 

no compassion for tax-collectors and sinners. 

How many people in our city, in our families, are just one strategic relationship away from being found and 

finding hope, transformation, peace with God, forgiveness, eternal life? 

How many of those people rub shoulders with one, two, or maybe even three or more people every week who 

could introduce them to the gospel? 

Because a picture is worth a thousand words I’d like to give you a picture, a story, to help you see how simple it 

could be to introduce someone to Jesus – to show someone to the front porch of heaven and the open arms of 

God. 

Depression video clip… 

Now when we hear and see a testimony like that we celebrate in our hearts with the one who found Christ; the 

one who God saved; the lost being found, discovering God’s love for them; beginning the life God has for them; 

securing their eternity and on and on. 

I am so happy for that girl and her mom.   

But you know what else?  There’s something else in that story that I don’t want you to miss.  I know God didn’t 

miss it.  I know the angels in heaven didn’t miss it.  Who else do you think God and heaven celebrated in that 

story? 

The women who invited the girl and her mom to her home and introduced them both to the gospel.  When I 

watched this, that’s what grabbed my heart.  I wanted to be her.  I didn’t want to be the girl who was saved by 



God.  God has already saved me.  I wanted to be the one who reached their hand down into the swine pit and 

walks a lost soul to the front porch of heaven to find God’s open arms.  That’s who I want to be.  And that’s 

what I want for each of you to be.  

I want to see the joy in your heart when you get to be a part of God when He is at His very best. When you 

introduce someone to the gospel, and then you introduce them to the body of Christ that you have come to love 

and belong to.  And then you introduce them and their children to Promiseland, Student ACE, the hub, a small 

group. 

And then you help them connect with your brothers and sisters in Christ.  Because they are going to have a lot 

to learn. 

They are going to need to learn how to pray, how to read and understand their bible.  They’re going to have to 

figure what the Old Testament and New Testament are and how to live out their faith among their family, on 

their jobs, in their classrooms. 

I want to see the tears in your eyes when you baptize them. 

And this year I am going to labor toward that dream I have for you.  I believe Luke 15 teaches us that God is 

willing, but we have to be willing too.  We have to pray towards that end, open our eyes to the pain and 

confusion and frustration around us.  Being willing to use whatever tools we may have at the ready.  Wouldn’t it 

be great if God being at His very best was happening among us routinely?   

Next week I want to introduce you to one of the tools I’d like to use to work towards this vision.  Perhaps you 

could bring someone you care about next Sunday.  The sermon next Sunday is going to be a movie like that girl 

watched.  While I’m showing it to you, you just as well have someone you care about with you.   

But my primary goal next week is to introduce a tool we’re going to use in 2015 to help you expose people you 

care about to the gospel. 

And then we’re going to do it again late February and several more times this year.   

It’s called the “Finding Hope Campaign” inspired and produced by the Billy Graham Evangelistic association 

and is being used really around the world. 

Can you do that?  

 


