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| nperatives and I ndicatives

John 15:9-17

Prayer: Father, we just again thank you and praise you for
are. We thank you for the sea of crimson that save

everyone of us. Lord, we are just amazed and astou

would extend such grace to us. And Father, today i

reserve to focus in on you and your work on the cro

is you've done not just on the cross but in our liv

morning, | pray, | pray for the wisdom and grace we

your book, to have your Holy Spirit accompany us an
understanding and amazement at what you've done for

this in Jesus' name. Amen.

Well, this is the second Sunday of the month, not t
New Year's on the 1st, so we are celebrating commun
And Jesus the night before he died, he met with his

he celebrated a Passover supper with them and Matth
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ion this Sunday.
disciples and

ew 26 describes

it. It says this: Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread and

after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disci

"Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, a

ples, and said,

nd when he had



given thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink of
for this is my blood of the covenant, which is pour
for the forgiveness of sins. | tell you | will not
this fruit of the vine until that day when | drink
in my Father's kingdom."
offered them up as symbols of his flesh and blood t
disciples to eat the bread and drink the cup in ord
symbolically eat his flesh and drink his blood. Th
to repeat this remembrance of his sacrifice, this i
to as the Lord's supper, and we celebrate it, we us
it once a month by meditating on what it is the Lor
did for us, by examining ourselves, by again asking
Spirit to convict us of sin, by confessing that sin
participating in the elements. John 6:53

them, "Truly, truly, | say to you, unless you eat t

Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in

Well, we've been following the life of Jesus in the
We've made it so far to the 15th chapter and we spo

last month. It opens up with a lengthy story about

the branches. And Jesus loved teaching in metaphor

particular metaphor that has the entire Godhead rep
me just read to you from John 15,

words, he says:

it, all of you,
ed out for many
drink again of

it new with you

Jesus took bread and he took wine and he
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er to

en he asked them

s what we refer

ually celebrate

d Jesus Christ

God's Holy
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book of John.
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it says this, this is Jesus'

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the



vinedresser. Each branch in me that does not bear
away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prun
bear more fruit. | am the vine; you are the branch
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much

apart from me you can do nothing."

If you remember the last time | spoke about that fa
it's called sine qua non which means "without which
said that fruit bearing is such an essential part o

to be a Christian that it is a sine qua non for eve
you have no fruit in your life, it's because you ar
believer. And the fruit that we discussed was the
Spirit that is laid out in Galatians 5:22
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,

goodness, faith, gentleness, self-control. Against

there is no law.

gualities per se, | mean, there are many, many non-

are patient and kind and gentle and self-controlled
that this fruit of the Spirit is something that goe

to Christ. In other words we are talking about the
and the joy of Christ, the peace, the patience, the
meekness of Christ. It is all of Christ and God ex

that fruit reproduced in our lives. Now every sing
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bear that fruit because God says we are literally a
attached to a vine and the vine is Christ, and in t
have a living water of the Holy Spirit flowing thro
inevitably we are going to bear the fruit of the Ho
as | said the last time, the extent that you unders
metaphor of fruit bearing, this metaphor that Jesus
is also the extent that you're going to understand
is all about. | mean Jesus is the vine and we by f
branches. And bearing fruit, well, that's the reas
here. As Jesus putitin John 15 , he says:
glorified by this: That you produce much fruit and

disciples.”

Well, Jesus goes on to say in our text this morning

branch that is

hat vine, we

ugh us. So

ly Spirit. And

tand this
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what your life
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on why we're
"My Father is

prove to be My

, this is John

15:9-17 , Jesus says: "As my as the Father has loved Me, | have

also loved you. Remain in My love. If you keep My
will remain in My love, just as | have kept My Fath
and remain in His love. | have spoken these things
My joy may be in you and your joy may be complete.”
tells us to remain in his love and then he goes on
how that works in verse 10, and he says this, he sa
My commands you will remain in My love, justas | h
Father's commands and remain in His love."
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a red flag go up as you've read verse 10, because o
speak about all the time when we speak about the lo
that it is a free gift. We speak about the fact th
unearned, and | can picture somebody reading this v
morning and saying isn't Jesus saying that you will
love as long as you perform at a certain level, | m
you keep his commands. | mean, does this mean that
are obedient we get to bask in Christ's love and as
disobedient, like some kind of angry parent, we fin
off. Well, if that's the case, then obviously the
becomes, all right, if this is the way it is, just

how disobedient must | be before | am cut off from

| mean is it a little bit of disobedience, a little
stepping over the line or is it some wholesale type
offense or perhaps it's maybe an unwillingness to e
cost of obedience, is -- those are the things that

of God's love? Well, the answer to that question i
no. See, God has made it abundantly clear that it
that we do that causes us to earn or to un earn, fo
the love of Christ. | mean you got to understand,

of Christ is impossible. It's absolutely impossibl

sons of Adam because God says in Romans 5 that no w

justify us before him, and that's because everythin

attached to it the taint of our sin, the taint of t

ne thing we

ve of Christ is
at itis

erse this

remain in his
ean, as long as
as long as we
soon as we are
d ourselves cut
guestion

-- just tell me,
the love of God?
bit of kind of

of gross

ven consider the
put me outside
s no, no, and

is not anything

r that matter,
earning the love
e for us fallen
orks will ever

g that we do has

he fall of Adam.



And the beauty of the gospel is that the very same
our hopeless inability is the very same one who cam
us his perfect ability. And if we just look at the

of the great saints, we can see how obvious it ist
earn God's love in the first place. And if we don’
there's really no way we can un earn it. If you lo
apostle Paul, for instance, you know, when Christ b

pursuing the apostle Paul, understand he was in the

murdering Christians. And nobody was more flabberg

love of Christ than Paul. This is what Paul said i

God who declares
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lives of some

hat we do not

t earn it, then

ok at the

egan actively
process of

asted at the

n 1 Corinthians

15, he said: For | am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be

called an a apostle, because | persecuted the churc

by the grace of God | am what | am, and his grace t

in vain. Paul certainly proves the point that there's noth

we can do to make us worthy of earning the love of
Peter, Peter demonstrates, well, there's nothing yo
un earn it once you've received it. | mean we all
denied Christ three times and we know that not afte
not twice but the third time, he not only denied Ch
denied it with a hardy bout of cursing towards the
saved him. That didn't stop God from loving Peter.
the first Easter morning, we have the women enterin
they found an angel of God and the angel has a very

there for them, but especially for Peter. It says

h of God. But
oward me was not
ing that
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u can do to
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r -- not once,
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very God who had
If you go to
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says: And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting
right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were

said to them, "Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus o

was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See

they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Pete

going before you to Galilee. There you will see hi

told you." That's a crucial distinction that the angel is ma
He's calling him out even the day after he has deni

if you're going to name some kind of sins that are

outside of God's love, you're going to have to come
something considerably better than murder and outri

because neither of those sins put Paul and Peter ou

love of God. And God makes that very plain in

says: For by grace you have been saved through faith. An
not of your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a

works, so that no one may boast. And he goes on
3:20: For by works of the law no human being will

his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of

Well, if that's so, then why would Jesus say "if?"
commands you will remain in My love."
statement which is clearly conditional, you know, b
conditions are not just obedience, they are far mor

that. In fact they go to the very heart of whether

child of God. And all of these statements that Jes
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really go back to the statement that Jesus had made
about those who really belong to him, those whom he
"his sheep." If you remember when he spoke about t
engaged in a dialogue with the religious leaders an
they're completely fed up with him, and they think
dodging, and he's not being flat out explaining who
he says and so they say to him, they say, "Tell us,
Christ?" And John 10:25 says this, it says:

"I told you, and you do not believe. The works tha
Father's name bear witness about me, but you do not

you are not among my sheep."

Now Jesus is very matter of fact about telling them
not one of his own and it has nothing to do with ob
everything to do with belief. See, all the miracle

would amount to nothing and would move none of thos

those among his sheep. And those who were not amon

not there because they don't believe. Jesus goes o
crystally clear by saying in verse 27, he says:

voice, and | know them, and they follow me. | give
life, and they will never perish, and no one will s

of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, i

all, and no one is able to snatch them out of my Fa
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See, there's a reason why Jesus's statement,
commands you will remain in My love"
performance. It has to do with the difference betw
indicative and imperative statements. Understand t
between those and you will understand the differenc
and goats, between believers and non-believers. If
if you go back to your elementary school days, you
all different kinds of sentences and two of the dif
sentences are indicatives and imperatives. | hope
that back from those long, long, long forgotten day
diagram sentences. Those are long gone. There are
sentences and imperative sentences, and indicative
point things out. They indicate. | mean, that's w
indicative. Imperatives are commands. They tell y
must do. And until you understand the difference b
indicatives and the imperatives of the gospel, you'

a hard time understanding the mindset of Jesus. Yo
constantly asking yourself the questions that our t

seems to be indicating. | mean

"If you keep my

is not a demand for

een Jesus'

he difference

e between sheep
you remember,
remember there's
ferent types of
you remember

S, we had to
indicative
sentences merely
hy they're

ou something you
etween

re going to have
u'll be

ext this morning

"If you keep my commands you will

remain in My love" sounds like a conditional clause based on my

willingness to keep Jesus's commands.

Now if you think in terms of imperatives, that is i

terms of commands, then you're going to see your Ch

f you think in

ristian life as



a series of rules and regulations that you are comm
And you're going to wonder if you're doing them eno
sheepfold. And you're going to be constantly wonde
level of disobedience is necessary to push me out?
you start thinking in terms of indicatives, well th
operating on the same level that Christ is operatin
Jesus says my sheep hear my voice, and they follow
issuing a command, he's not issuing an imperative,
indicative. He's indicating something. He's indic
do. When Jesus speaks of his sheep, he's describin

person that has come through the process that we ta
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anded to follow.
ugh to be in the
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If, however,

en you're

g on. See, when
me, he's not

he is issuing an
ating what sheep
g the type of

Ik about all of

the time that is described in Ezekiel 36  which says this, it

says -- God speaking, he says: "And | will give you a new heart,

and a new spirit I will put within you. And | will remove the
heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And
| will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to w alk in my
statutes and be careful to obey my rules.” Well, God is saying

he's going to give you a brand new heart and put a
within you if you are one of his sheep. And Ezekie
the process. God takes the old heart out and the n
puts in is a heart that is filled with his Holy Spi

surgical operation results in a brand new creature

very different constitution. 2 Corinthians 5 says:

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old

brand new spirit
I's describing
ew heart that he
rit. And that
who now has a
Therefore, if

has passed



away; behold, the new has come.
inside them, this person now wants to walk in God's
Jesus says you must be born again, | mean, that's a
But it can only be done by those that God has freel
ability and the desire to. And Jesus calls those p
And he says my sheep, they hear my voice, and they
Jesus is he doing is he's indicating what sheep are
what he's saying is this new default drive that the
carefully considers God's rules. These are now thi
part of what pleases and drives this new creature i

They're now part of his constituent nature.

Now to put this in the indicative, loving God and |
and wanting on a gut level to be obedient to it is
indication, indicative, that you're one of these ne
And the problem is that we often think not in terms
but in terms of imperatives. You want to be one of
Here's what you must do. That's an imperative. Th
And you see, you can force people on the outside to
can force them to obey but you can never force them
to want to obey. Jesus was constantly confronted w

were willing to force the outside when the inside h

whatsoever. And when you get that, we have what we

Jesus said this in Matthew 15 , he said:
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with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in
worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments
much of the blame for that vain worship could be la

of the religious leaders who drove the people in te
imperatives. | mean they had no shortage of religi
shortage of rules that you had to comply with in or
with God. And not much has changed in 2,000 years.
still have religion telling us what we have to do,

as opposed to the indicative, which simply indicate
creatures do. New creatures in Christ obey Christ
love Christ. They have a new heart that's been pla
within them by God. Because of that new heart, obe
naturally when it never did before. Listen to how

the opening chapter of his letter written to the ch
under persecution. This is a church that's scatter
place and he's writing his introduction to the chur

in 1 Peter 1, he says: Peter, an a apostle of Jesus Christ:
the temporary residents dispersed in Pontius, Galat

Asia, and Bithynia, chosen according to the forekno

the Father and set apart by the Spirit for obedienc

sprinkling with the blood of Jesus Christ. May gra

multiplied to you. Now Peter says that these born again beli

have been set apart by who? Well, by the Holy Spir

says what have they been set apart for? Well, Pete
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out, they've been set apart for obedience. Peter i
God places in his sheep a brand new desire, and tha
obey God's word. That drive is the desire to obey
part of the internal default mechanism that every c

possesses.

Just think of the creatures that God creates. He p
them individual drives suited to their natures. Th
for a second. You know, geese are programmed and w
they're programmed to fly south in the winter. And
different ways that we could look at how a goose re
arduous trip. You know, an imperative way of think
he's pacing back and forth and he's thinking how mu
going to be involved, he's thinking about the risk,
going to be, how high he's got to fly, he's thinkin

not he can be in the front of the flock or the back

is he going to be attacked by anything as he goes?
geese think? | mean, | can only guess but | think

| don't think those thoughts ever enter into a goos
that's the imperative way of thinking. And | think

on an indicative level. | think he operates like s

it's funny, Jesus spoke about sheep quite a bit. B
follow their instinct. And when the days get short

weather gets colder, there's a drive within a goose
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"Let's go south.” | mean, in fact | would go as fa
God designed geese so that being obedient to the dr
is what gives it more pleasure than not. And that’

| mean | think he's up there flying and he's honkin

drive that God puts in them makes it so that's what

And Jesus use sheep as an example of what he was tr

and it's basically the same thing. You see, born a
in Christ have placed within them a brand new drive
obedience the new default drive that never existed
so that God can say of his sheep:
know them, and they follow me."
indicating who they are. Are the sheep following t
any other reason than that they want to? | mean, i
that is their pleasure? Is it not because that is

mean you think there are sheep following the shephe
"Dang, | really hate this. | mean, I'd much rather
something else. I'd much rather be wandering aroun
doing nothing or because | have this imperative, |
the shepherd. 1 guess I'll go follow him." You kn
this much, scratch a religious person and that's ex
you're going to find. You're going to find externa
covering internal rebellion. And that's why God ha
mean it's far more simple and far more reasonable t

sheep follow shepherds as indicatives simply becaus

Again, an indicative.
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their Master's voice and they want to follow him.

And Jesus goes on to say that the decision, that in credibly
important decision to become a sheep is one that's not made by the
sheep; it's one made by the shepherd. Jesus says i n verse 28:

give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will
snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has giv en them to me,
is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch t hem out of my
Father's hand." We need to understand what this means because wha

God says it is | who make the sheep, and furthermor e, if | make you
one of my sheep, no one is going to be able to unma ke you or snatch
you out of my hand or out of my Father's hand as we [I. And when
you start wondering whether or not you've been obed ient enough,
realize that that's not the right question. Realiz e that that is
confusing imperatives and indicatives all over agai n. See, the
guestion is not have | obeyed the commands enough t o cross the
threshold of becoming a sheep, it's much more simpl e than that.
Question is: Am | one of his sheep? | mean, have you ever asked
that question of yourself? Am | one of Christ's sh eep?

As the elders begin distributing the bread, | want us also to
consider the warning that God gives us about commun ion itself. God
says this: But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat o f

the bread and drink of the cup. For he who eats an d drinks in an



unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself
the Lord's body. For this reason many are weak and
and many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, w
judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened b
we may not be condemned with the world.

every month. | say communion is extremely serious
enter into it in an unworthy manner is to court dis
just plead with you if you are not absolutely confi
are a child of the King, if you have sin issues tha

is calling you to deal with, if you first need to b

with your brother or your sister before you bring y
the altar, then just pass the elements on. Nobody'
at you or think this is bizarre or strange. And on

| also point out that you can make the mistake of t
unless you are flawlessly perfect, you are unworthy
communion. That, too, is a mistake the enemy loves
make. Because being a child of God does not mean t
and it doesn't mean that we never fail. What it me
recognize that the salvation that we've received is
gift, a gift that no one is capable of earning by b
repeat the statement of Dane Ortlund. He says: "I
God the one thing that qualifies you is knowing tha
qgualify, and the one thing that disqualifies you is

you do." You know, it also means that when we fail
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that we've sinned because God's Spirit as I've been speaking about,
God's Spirit is now inside of us, convicting us. A nd so we grieve
and we grieve as children who have a Father who lon gs to forgive
and cleanse us. God says in 1 John 1:9: If we confess our sins,

he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. So being a child of the King doesn't

mean that you are sinless. It means that when we s in, we
understand we have an advocate, someone who speaks on our behalf
before the Father. 1 John 2:1  says: My dear children, | write

this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybo dy does sin, we
have an advocate with the Father -- Jesus Christ, t he Righteous
One. And because we have Jesus's righteousness and not our own,

now we are free to eat from his table.

So the qualifications are this: If you love your L ord, if you are
part of the body of Christ, don't deny yourself the privilege that
Jesus purchased for you. You know, we say he lived the life that

we were supposed to live and then he died the death we all deserved
to die in our place so that we could be made worthy of heaven. And
there is nothing more precious or important in all of creation than
that fact and nothing more tragic than missing it. So this morning
as we meditate, just ask yourself the simple questi on: Am | one of

his sheep?
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1 Corinthians the 11th chapter says this: For | received from the
Lord what | also delivered to you, that the Lord Je sus on the night
when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had gi ven thanks, he
broke it, and said, "This is my body which is fory ou. Do thisin
remembrance of me." So take, and eat.

| want us to understand something about the questio n we're asking
ourselves this morning: Am | one of his sheep? Un derstand, this

is not a question that bothers goats at all. You k now, so much of
the confusion that centers around much of Jesus's w ords stem from
the fact that he's speaking to a very particular au dience. He's
often speaking to his sheep. When Jesus said, "My sheep hear my
voice," he was referring to these new creatures that have brand new
hearts with brand new ears and brand new eyes, they can hear and
see things that they could not see and hear before. And if God has
given you ears to hear, then what Jesus says amount s to the truth.

If he hasn't given you those ears, then what he say s sounds like
nonsense. 1 Corinthians 1:18 says: For the word of the cross is

folly to those who are perishing, but to those who are being saved
it is the power of God. See, to those who are his sheep who have

been given ears to hear and eyes to see, these comm ands of Christ,
they're not viewed as imperatives any more than a g oose sees his
desire to fly south as an imperative. No, what Jes us asks of his

sheep is this, he says this in verse 12, he says: "This is My



command: Love one another as | have loved you. No
love than this, that someone would lay down his lif
friends. You are My friends if you do what | comma
we have another one right here. Is this another co
phrase? | mean, is Jesus saying we are Christ's fr
we do what he commands? | mean if you're thinking
well, then sure, that's certainly what he seems to

it's a command but it's not just a command, it's an
command. | mean Jesus is saying love one another n
you can, but as good as he can. That's flawlessly.

| are not capable of that. But if you look at the
indicative, it fits perfectly. You see, Jesus is s

that those who belong to him, those who have this n
new drive, new ears, new eyes, they've been given t
power of the Holy Spirit. They have a relationship
that's not based on imperatives. Listen to how Jes
this. This is the very next verse. He says:

slaves any more, because a slave doesn't know what
doing. | have called you friends, because | have m
everything | have heard from My Father."”

is we're not slaves now. We are his friends. We a
Christ. We are his brothers going about the task t
about while he was on earth. And because we are no

he can give us everything we need to know about whe
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came from, what this world is like right now, and w

is heading. And all of that Jesus has made known t

finally, Jesus reiterates what's at the heart of ou

that we are his children, and it's based on the fac

us and not vice versa. | mean, anything | do, | kn

power to undo. Anything he does has an ironclad gu

Jesus makes that crystally clear in the next verse,

said: "You did not choose Me, but | chose you. | appoint
that you should go out and produce fruit and that y

remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in My n

give you."

So the question should never, never be have | done
this threshold of acceptance? Is my performance go
rate being one of his own? Well, there's no level
that could ever be acceptable to God because God's
flawless perfection. And we know that comes only t
relationship with Jesus Christ when he exchanges hi
righteousness for our sin. And so the question we
ourselves is not am | good enough, | mean, we shoul
Romans 3:10 There is none good, no not one.
should be: Am | one of his? | mean, when he speak

voice? And when | hear his voice, do | want to fol

nobody hears and follows perfectly and nobody ever

20

here this world

ous. And

r confidence

t that he chose

ow | have the

arantee. And

verse 16, he
ed you

our fruit should

ame, He will

enough to cross
od enough to

of performance
standard is
hrough our

s perfect

need to ask

d know by now

The question instead

s, do | hear his
low him? | mean

will this side



21

of eternity, but when God asks us to examine oursel ves, he doesn't
ask us to examine whether or not we've been flawles s in our
behavior. In fact he asks us instead if we sense t he presence of
Christ within us. Listen to what he says in 2 Corinthians 13. He
says: Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith. Ex amine
yourselves. Or do you yourselves not recognize tha t Jesus Christ

is in you -- unless you fail the test. That's the test. Do you
recognize that Jesus is in you? Do you care about your
relationship with him or are you convinced that you 've said the
sinner's prayer, that you've gone forward, that you 've been
baptized, that your salvation is secure because of what you did 25
years ago? And that's exactly what the lost do. A nd it is the

lost who are going to hear the terrible words that Jesus uttered in
Matthew 7:33. He said: "And then | will declare to them, 'l never

knew you. Depart from me, you workers of lawlessne ss."™ You got
to understand, these are words that were uttered to people who were
absolutely convinced they were on the inside, that they had
followed the imperatives, they had done what was co mmanded
externally while still rebelling internally. Andy ou have to
notice what Jesus did not say in this. He didn't s ay, "Depart from
me, you failed the test for the threshold of obedie nce. Depart
from me, you failed the behavioral status." It was far more basic

than that. He says: "I never knew you. Depart from me."



So the question that we have to ask ourselves this

basic. Do | know Him? And does He know me? And t

that | can give, the one assurance that | can give

is churning about this and is stressing out over th
aspect of those who never know him is they never kn
care. These kind of questions just go right over t
They go in one ear and out the other. They don't c
reason why they don't connect is because they don't
see and ears to hear or a heart with a Holy Spirit

it's a good thing to be asking yourself and it's a

calls us to do. Test yourselves, examine yourselve

Will the elders begin distributing the cup.

1 Corinthians, the 11th chapter says this:
also took the cup after supper saying, "This cup is
covenant in My blood. This do as often as you drin

remembrance of me." So take, and drink.

This is our heads, heart and feet part where we try
practical application of what it means that we've |
speaking about. And we've been speaking about indi
imperatives, and | just look at the next section of
that we're in, it's verse 17 which is a flat out im

Jesus's words, he says:
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will love one another." Now if you're one of his sheep, loving

others is a natural part of who you are, it's an in

will. But I'd like to challenge us about what Jesu
because | think when you hear, he says, "Love one a
think people think in their mind, yeah, well, | lov

love my kids, | love my friends, | love my neighbor
Jesus isn't talking about that at all. How about J
absolutely dismissive of folks who think that that'
means. I'm not saying that Jesus doesn't think it’

you love your family and your children and your fri

dicative, if you
S is saying here
nother,"” and |

e my parents, |
s. How about
esus is

s what that

S important that

ends and your

relatives, but he says in Matthew 5:46: "If you love those who

love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the

do the same? And if you greet only your brothers,
you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do
What God is saying is that kind of love is expected
that. Everybody does that. So what kind of love i
about here? He's talking about love that doesn't ¢
that doesn't come naturally. If | was to be very p
would say Jesus is telling us that there's a power
unlike any other power that you've ever seen, and t
that he expects us as his representatives to exerci
everyone of us were raised, we know how to fight, y
somebody hits you, you hit them back. | mean | hav

and sisters, | know all about, I know how to fight.

tax collectors
what more are
the same?"

The pagans do
s he talking
ome easy, love
ractical, |
in his love
hat's the power
se. You know,
ou know, if
e seven brothers

And what Jesus



is saying is I've given you a power way beyond the
power that you're used to, and the power that you'r

fight power with power. He said, no, you fight pow

You approach somebody who's got his hands up to duk

you and you give the love of Christ. | find this h
time. People say they don't know what to expect in
reaction. They say sometimes people are absolutely
they're powerless, they don't know what to do. Peo
this. They know how to deal with this. They've be
this. That's what they've seen their entire lives.
come at this with the love of Christ, sometimes peo
worse because they don't know what to do. They don
respond to that. They're used to somebody giving b
giving out. And so when God tells us that we have
another, | don't think he's talking about the kind
everybody else loves. | think he's talking about t

love.

You know, I've had people approach me on numerous o

somebody, have you ever had somebody in your life t
got your number or she's got your number? There's
you that gets under their skin. They just don't li

just -- they're out to make your life miserable. A

that happen to them? When people approach me with
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sense you are blessed. And one of the reasons why

is because you have what | call "a designated enemy
specific instructions from Jesus as to what we are
designated enemies. What does God say? He says pr
enemies. Pray for those who persecute you. And so
instruct people to do when they see this person jus

on me like a ton of bricks, this person is so unjus

me and is doing these terrible things, | say that's

need to be praying for for your own sake, for your
apply this power, this love that God says. | mean,
think in your own life -- what I'd like us to take

this morning is, first of all, an understanding of

Jesus is after here. He's not addressing the love

95, 99 percent of the time. | love my wife, | love

my friends, | love my neighbors. He's not talking

He's talking about loving somebody you can't stand.
about loving somebody who you fear, somebody who yo

rather see taken off the face of the planet.

Now, | suspect to some degree or other, doesn't hav
extreme but there's somebody like that in every one
perhaps somebody right here in the church. What |

do this morning is to just focus in on that person

you were God, he'd be gone. One of those kind of s
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you were God, she'd be off the planet. | want you
that person in particular and | want us to just tak
pray for that person. You may be praying through g
and you may be saying why in the world would | be p
somebody | want to see gone? Well, guess what? Th
imperative. There's a command. Love your enemies.
sheep, as the indicatives of those who simply under
his voice understand that this is what we do. And
you to love that person with the love that you have
He's asking you to love that person with the power
Spirit that now resides in you. And so our assignm

is to think of somebody, could be here in the churc

somebody in your neighborhood, somebody that you wo

somebody that you're associated with, somebody that
something to do with in the past that is some kind
enemy and just take a moment to pray for them. And
up to one other level, pray and ask God if there's

this person can come in your life, that you would h

to express the love of Christ to them, not because
because you have to. And the reason why you have t
of his sheep and this is what sheep do. Andso I p

for each of us.

Father, | just lift up each individual in this buil
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for those who have a person, whether it's a man or
or a girl, somebody who they have just struggled wi
years perhaps, Lord, we just lift up that person ri
person may be inside the kingdom, outside of the ki
just a miserable rotten person or somebody that you
misunderstandings with. But | pray, Lord, that you
use this opportunity to instruct us as to what it m
others, to love others we don't want to love. And
right now for an opportunity for us each as we get
year to express that love. It may be bewildering,

it may be difficult, but Lord, | pray we'd have opp
you would bring into our lives to demonstrate the i
that you want to place in our hands and that's the
one another. Father, give us the power and the gra

courage to exercise that love, | pray in Jesus' nam
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