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Can Just Anybody Believe in Jesus? 
(How Bad Are We?) 

Total Depravity 
 
Introduction: Can Just Anybody Believe in Jesus? (How Bad Are We?) 
 
The issue here concerns man’s free will. Of course we are free moral agents and we 

make our own decisions. The problem is that while we are free, we are, at the same 
time, biased. We are not neutral. We have a natural inclination toward sin. The 
question is, How bad is our inclination toward sin? How deeply, how radically, has 
sin impacted our decision-making faculties? 

 
PPT>>> Does natural, fallen man have the ability to choose God? (Rhetorical). 
 
Continental Divide:  
How answers the above question is the major difference between the Arminian and 

the Augustinian view. It is sort a theological continental divide. 
 
The Arminian answer is that man is indeed sinful, but has just enough good left in him 

to decide for Jesus, to believe in Jesus for salvation. If you believe that God’s 
election is based on God’s foreknowledge of man’s choice of God, you are, in 
essence, Arminian. God’s election of people is ultimately conditioned upon 
something those people do. This is called conditional election. 

 
The Augustinian answer is no; fallen man does not have it in him to choose God on 

his own. If you believe that God’s election is not based on foreseen faith (because 
no one would believe), but rather is based on God’s pleasure, God’s mercy, God’s 
purpose, then you are, in essence, Augustinian. God’s election of man is not based 
on anything people do (because there is nothing they would do or believe to quality 
them to be chosen). This is called unconditional election.  

 
The Issue Is Ability: Salvation is offered to all: “Whoever believes has eternal life” (Jn 

3:16). Further, we are commanded to take the invitation out into the highways and 
byways, to “make disciples of all nations” (Mt 28). Even though we call upon men 
to repent and believe, does a natural man have it within himself to turn from 
his sins and embrace Jesus? 

 
We will explore what Jesus said about this right now! 
 
PPTS>>> 

John 6:65 
 

****Who is the only person who will come to Jesus? 
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According to Jesus, without the Father’s involvement, who will come to Jesus? 
Jesus said that “one one” would; this is a universal negative that is all inclusive (or 
all exclusive!). 

“Can” 
 
What does “can” mean? In English, one way “can” is used is in the sense of “may” 

(permission). Example: Perhaps when you were a school kid, you raised your hand 
and asked, “Teacher, can I go to the bathroom?” Likely she replied, “I’m sure you 
can, and yes you may.” 

 
However, in the Greek, the word “can” denotes ability, as in “No one can run 50 

m.p.h.” 
 
According to Jesus, does man, in and of himself, have the ability to come to 

Jesus? No, he does not. 
 
According to Jesus, do some men, in and of themselves, have the ability to 

come to Jesus? No, they do not. 
“Unless” 

 
What does “unless” mean? It functions as an exception clause. It introduces a 

prerequisite, a necessary condition that much be met for something to happen. 
 

“Granted” 
 
What is that necessary condition? The necessary condition is that it must be 

“granted” (from didomi, “to give”) by the Father. 
 

“I told you” 
 
In this verse (6:65), Jesus said “I told you.” What does that mean? It means 

Jesus has previously talked about this. That previous statement is found in 6:44. 
 
PPTS>>> 

John 6:44, “Draws” 
 
****Who are the only ones who can come to Jesus? The only ones who can come 

to Jesus are those whom the Father “draws”. 
 
Key Point: Jesus taught that it is impossible to come to Him unless drawn by the 

Father. 
 
What does “draws” mean? In English, we sometimes use the word “draw” in the 

sense of “woo.” The Arminian position is that the Father woos us, entices us. He 
attracts us to Himself in a way similar to how bees are drawn to honey. It is like a 
guy courting a girl: all sweetness and flowers. 
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The Arminian understanding of the Father’s “draw” is quite resistible. If you respond, 
you be saved. If you resist, you will be lost. It is totally up to you! 

 
But also in English, the word draw can have a more forceful meaning. For 

instance, how do you “draw” water out of a well? Do you stand at the top and 
woo it up? Do you call it up: “Here water, water, water”? How do you draw 
water out of a well? To draw water out of a well it is necessary to lower a bucket 
and haul some of it up. You have to compel it against gravity. You can install a 
pump, put in under pressure, and force it up. 

 
Word Study: “Draws” is from helkuo. The best way to define or understand a word is 

to look how it is used other places in the Bible. What matters is how it was used in 
the original Greek, not how we use it today in English. 

 
PPT>>>ESV John 18:10 Peter, having a sword, drew it . . . 
 
****How would you define the word “drew” (helkuo) as it was used in John 

18:10?   
 
Did Peter woo the sword out of its sheath? No, he had to pull it out; he had to 

overcome gravity and the resistance of the sheath. 
 
This same word for “draws” (helkuo) is found in James 2:6. There, it is not 

translated at “draws.” Can you guess which English word was used to 
translate helkuo? (The word used was “drag”). 

 
PPT>>>ESV James 2:6 Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones 

who drag you into court? 
 
Fire For Effect: Read James 2:6, substituting “enticed” and “wooed”. 
 
The Greek word for draws, helkuo, is also used here: 
 
PPT>>>ESV Acts 16:19 . . . they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the 

marketplace before the rulers. 
 
PPT>>>ESV John 21:6 He said to them, "Cast the net on the right side of the boat, 

and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, 
because of the quantity of fish. 

 
****Which word in John 21:6 translates helkuo? (It is “haul”). There is a company 

called “U-Haul”. It is not “U-Woo”. 
 
PPT>>>Word Study: helkuo means “to drag a person forcibly and against his will; to 

impel”. It is an act of force. It means “to compel by irresistible superiority” (Thayer). 
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PPT>>>Pivotal Question: Does man have the natural ability to respond to 
Jesus?  No, he does not, based on the words of Jesus. 

 
Genesis 6:5-7 

 
PPT>>>ESV Genesis 6:5-7 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in 

the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually . . . So the LORD said, "I will blot out man whom I have created from the 
face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for 
I am sorry that I have made them." 

 
****Why did the Lord decide to blot man off the face of the earth via the Flood? It 

was because of man’s great wickedness. 
 
Exactly how bad were people before the Flood? Every intention of the thoughts of 

his heart was only evil continually. 
 

Genesis 8:20-21 
 
PPT>>>ESV Genesis 8:21 . . . the LORD said in his heart, "I will never again curse 

the ground because of man, for the intention of man's heart is evil from his youth. 
Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have done. 

 
****What did God promise never to do again? He vowed never to destroy all living 

things again. 
 
What words in Genesis 8:21 describes the inclination of man's heart after the 

Flood? 
 
What does Genesis 8:21 indicate about whether mankind is basically good or 

bad?  How so? 
 
According to Genesis 8:21, how early do people begin a course of evil? 
 
Just based on this assessment of the human race, what does this suggest 

about the likelihood of a person turning away from his sins and coming to 
Jesus on his own? 

 
What paradox can you detect in 8:21? God made this promise despite the fact that 

man’s wickedness has not lessened. 
 

Psalm 51:5 
 

PPT>>>ESV Psalm 51:5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my 
mother conceive me. 
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****How did David poetically express the extent of his sinfulness in Psalm 51:5? 
He said that from the moment of his conception he was prone toward iniquity and 
sin. The point is that all of us are rooted in sin. (This does not mean that conception 
or giving birth is sinful in and of itself).    

 
Joke: Medical science confirms this truth: every baby is born with an “unbiblical” cord! 
 
Application: If this condition was true of King David, beginning even in his 

infancy, what would you suppose that our natural condition is? We are born 
morally retarded. 

Isaiah 64:6 
 

PPT>>>ESV Isaiah 64:6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.  

 
****What did Isaiah declare to be true of the people of his day in Isaiah 64:6? 
 
When you think of something that is “polluted” (Isa 64:6), what do you think of? 

One might think of a polluted rive, fouled by sewage and industrial waste. A polluted 
rag might be a bandage removed from a nasty wound; the rags might be full of puss 
and blood. 

 
What is God’s estimate of our self righteousness? When God looked upon their 

best acts of righteousness, He saw the equivalent of a pile of bloody rags. 
 
The Hebrew for “polluted” is iddah (5713c) “menstruation.”  
 
If this condition was true of the people of Isaiah’s day (64:6), how much different 

do you think the people of our day are?  
 
ESV Psalm 143:2 . . . no one living is righteous before you. 
 

Jeremiah 17:9 
 
PPT>>>ESV Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 

sick; who can understand it? 
 
****What insight did Jeremiah give into the human heart? We are messed up and 

self deceived. 
 
To what does the “heart” refer (Jer 17:9)? It is from leb (3820), “inner man, mind, 

will, heart.” 
Romans 3:10 

 
PPT>>>ESV Romans 3:10 ~ None is righteous, no, not one 
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****How many of us have righteousness in and of ourselves? None of us have 
righteousness in and of ourselves. 

 
Why did the author add, “no, not one”? Too often people read a clear statement 

like this and think, “except me”. 
Romans 3:11 

 
PPT>>>ESV Romans 3:11 ~ no one understands; no one seeks for God. 
 
****Who, on his own, seeks for God? No one seeks for God. 
 
What is it that no one understands? 
 

Romans 3:12 
 
PPT>>>ESV Romans 3:12 ~ All have turned aside; together they have become 

worthless; no one does good, not even one. 
 
****What percentage of people turn aside?  
 
What is that the all have turned aside from? 
 
With respect to what are people “worthless”? (Red and yellow black and white, 

they are worthless in His sight). Are we precious or worthless? 
 
Who does good?  
 
Would it be considered good to come to Jesus?  Who does that? 
 
Why did the author add, “not even one”? 
 

Romans 8:5-8 
 

PPT>>>ESV Romans 8:5-8 Those who live according to the flesh set their minds on 
the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on 
the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on 
the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for 
it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. 

 
**** What does Romans 8:5-8 reveal about those who are in the “flesh”? 

(Systematically list each fact). 1) Those who live according to the flesh 1) set their 
minds set on the things of the flesh, 2) are dead, 3) are hostile to God, 4) do not 
submit to God’s law, 5) cannot submit to God’s law, and 6) cannot please God. 

 
How do people who are hostile to God ever get saved? 
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Would it please God for someone to come to Jesus? 
 
What does “can” mean (as in cannot submit, cannot please)? It is from 

dunamai (1410) “to have power, strength” (Thayer).  It means “having sufficient 
power, skill, or resources to accomplish an object” (Webster). Synonym: “able.”  
The natural man does not have ability to submit to God’s law and does not have the 
ability to please God. 

1 Corinthians 2:14 
 
PPT>>>ESV 1 Corinthians 2:14 The natural person does not accept the things of the 

Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them 
because they are spiritually discerned. 

 
****According to 1 Corinthians 2:14, what does the man without the Spirit not 

accept? He does not accept the things of the Spirit.  
 
Why does the man without the Spirit not accept the things mentioned in 1 

Corinthians 2:14? They appear to him as folly; he does not understand them. 
 
What can natural man not do? He is not able to understand the things of the Spirit. 
 
Why is the man described in 1 Corinthians 2:14 not able to understand the 

things of the Spirit? 
 
PPT>>>Since 1 Corinthians 2:14 is true, how does anybody ever get saved? One 

wonders how anyone ever overcomes his natural state to accept the things of the 
Spirit. Salvation requires the supernatural work of God. 

 
Ephesians 2:1 

 
PPT>>>ESV Ephesians 2:1 You were dead in the trespasses and sins . . . 
 
****What word does the Bible use to describe us before we were saved? It says 

we were “dead” in trespasses and sins. 
 
In what sense were we dead (2:1)?  
 
If you ask a dead person a question, will he answer? 
 
If you ask a dead person to move, will he? 
 
If you share the gospel with a person who is spiritually dead, will he respond? 
 
PPT>>>Skelton, Evangelist 
 
Do the dead have the ability in and of themselves to cease being dead? Why? 
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Ephesians 2:4-5 
 

PPT>>>ESV Ephesians 2:4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great 
love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ . . . 

 
****How can the dead be made alive? The words, “But God” are critical. It is God 

who made us alive. Only God can resurrect a dead person.  It is not “But we”!   
 
It is not that we chose God; not that we turned away from being “dead”. 
 
PPT>>>Arminian Example: In Arminian theology, fallen man is not dead, he is only 

sick. He is terminal and on his death bed, but he is still alive. A new, miracle cure 
called the Gospel is brought into his room. God offers the medicine, holding it up to 
the sick man’s lips. The man must accept it or refuse it. If he opens his mouth he will 
be saved. If he clamps it shut, he will be lost. Key to this scenario is that the man is 
still barely alive; it is the man who makes the decision. 

 
PPT>>>Augustinian Example: In Augustinian theology, fallen man is not sick, he is 

dead; he already died. The coroner has already issued the death certificate. He 
cannot respond to the cure (he has no ability to come to Jesus). He only hope is for 
God to resurrect a corpse, and that’s what God did:  

 
PPT>>>But God” made him alive again! “But God” makes all the difference! 
 

Synthesis 
 
PPT>>>How would you answer the question, “Did we come because we were 

chosen, or were we chosen because we came?” Why? It appears that we came 
because we were chosen. If we were not chosen, then we would have neither the 
ability nor the inclination to come to Christ. Apart from God’s election, there is no 
one who seeks God nor understands the things of the Spirit. 

 
PPT>>>ESV 1 John 4:19 ~ We love because he first loved us. 
 
PPT>>>ESV 1 John 4:10 ~ In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he 

loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
 
PPT>>>ESV John 15:16 ~ You did not choose me, but I chose you  
 

Free Will 
 
Let’s talk about free will. What is free will? A free moral agent always chooses 

according to the greatest desire at the moment of choice. Example: If a criminal 
puts a gun to your head and says, “You money or your life”, you have a choice. You 
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do not want to give him your money, but the greater desire is for you to live, so you 
give him your wallet. 

 
Moral Neutrality: If you are up on the 10th floor of a building, you have freedom of will: 

you can jump off the roof or stay on top. If you exercise your free will and decide to 
jump, you no longer have a free will. You become bound by the consequences of 
your decision and you become a slave to the law of gravity. 

 
The problem is that the last people to be morally neutral were Adam and Eve. They 

had no sin nature. They made an unbiased choice when they sinned. Even since 
then all people have been bound by the consequences of that free will decision. 
Unlike Adam and Eve, we have a sin nature, a bent toward sin, that in our natural 
state we are slaves to sin.   

 
Being born with a sin nature is part of what is meant by original sin. Adam polluted the 

steam of humanity, and anyone who drinks from that stream will be infected. 
 
ESV Romans 5:19 By the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners . . . 
 
We have a free will, but it is within the context of a sin nature. Fallen man has the 

ability to choose what he wants. What he wants is ultimately sinful. Fallen man does 
not have the ability to choose righteousness on God’s terms. 

 
PPTS>>>If you offered a dog a choice between a steak and an onion, which 

would he chose? Why? He would choose the meat because he likes meat more 
than onion; it is not in his nature to eat onions.  He has a predisposition to meat. 
Similarly, lost man is predisposed toward sin. It is not in his nature to choose 
righteousness on God’s terms. Fallen man prefers sin over God. A man is free to be 
a man just as a dog is free to be a dog. Dogs freely choose meat and men freely 
choose sin. 

 
Even as a Christian, when I sin, I sin because my desire to sin is greater than my 

desire to obey God. Free agents always act according to the strongest desire at the 
moment of choice. 

 
PPT>>>Tunnel of Time: When God used His knowledge of the future to look down 

the tunnel of time, what He saw was that left to ourselves none of us would ever 
come to Jesus for salvation. Therefore, God chose certain people for salvation and 
works in their lives so as to cause them to believe. 

 
Conclusion: God chose us, not because He looked down the tunnel of time to see 

who would one day believe. Instead, He chose us based despite foreseen ill-will. He 
chose us based on the foreknowledge that none of us would ever choose Jesus 
unless God first chose us! 

 



Predestination: Radical Depravity 

 

Lesson 2 Page 10 

 

Hymn: One hymn from 1945 reads, “whosoever will, may come”. Some people think 
that that is a quote from the Bible, but it is not. Neither is “cleanliness is next to 
godliness” or “spare the rod and spoil the child”! Never the less, it is true that 
whosoever will may come, but the only ones who will come are the elect, those who 
have been drawn by the Father. Biblically, the “whosoever wills” are those God 
elected and the “whosoever wonts” are the non-elected. Salvation is offered to 
everyone, but only the elect will accept it; the rest will freely reject Jesus (of their 
own desire). 

 
Door Example: Over the door to heaven are the words, “Whosoever will, may come.”  

Then, after you enter, you see over the back side of the door that it says, “Chosen 
Before the Foundation of the World”. 

 
Radical Depravity 

 
What does radical mean? Radical is from the Latin word radix and means “root”. The 

word radish comes from radix also (a radish is a root). 
 
PPTS>>>Radical Depravity. The extent of our wickedness is described theologically 

as radical depravity. It refers to our “dead” (Ep 2:1), “natural” (1Co 2:14), “flesh” (Ro 
8:9) condition. It does not mean we are as totally bad as we possibly could be (there 
is obviously relative good among sinners). Rather, it means sin has defiled every 
part of our being (mind, will, emotion) so that “no one seeks God” (Ro 3:11), we “are 
not able to understand” the things of God (1Co 2:14), and “no one can come” to 
Jesus (Jn 6:44).  

 
PPTS>>> 

Discussion Questions 
 
Can just anybody believe in Jesus? Explain. 
 
If God had looked down the tunnel of time to see who, if left to his own free will would 
believe, what would He have seen? 
 
Jesus said no one can come to Him unless it has been granted by the Father. Is it 
possible that the Father grants it that everyone can come, and tries to draw us to Jesus, 
but we have the free will choice to come or not? 
 
What is radical depravity?  
 
Why is radical depravity a better description of man’s condition than total depravity? 
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