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Romans 12:6-7 
 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 79 

Introduction: 
 

     These next three verses, the Apostle Paul speaks about some of these Spiritual gifts that 
are used in the body of Christ. It is clear to see from Scripture here, that there is a diversity 
of these gifts in the body, God is the source of these gifts, and He gives these gifts according 
to His will, for His own purpose and for His own glory.  
 
Ephesians 4:11-12 
 

11 And He gave some to be apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some pastors 
and teachers, 
 
12 for the perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry, and for the edifying of the body 
of Christ,1 
 
     The Bible does not say that God gave for all to be Apostles, and all to be prophets, and all 
to be evangelists, and all to be pastor-teachers. The Holy Spirit said, some. This is that wide 
diversity in the body, all with a different function. 
 
     Sound Biblical thinking bring one to a realization of this; that there is one body, which is 
the Church, (the body of Christ) and within that body are many members with a diversity of 
gifts because they all serve a different function.  
 
     These next passages helps to explain why different people in the body of Christ have a 
talent and a desire for different ministries.  And we are each, to identify, develop and utilize 
our own Spiritual gifts. 
 
Romans 12:6 
 

6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let 
us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;2 
 

__________________________________________ 
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Ephesians 4:11-12. 
 

2 Ibid., Romans 12:6. 
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1. The Gift of Prophesy: 
 
     The gift of Prophecy is technically speaking of a God-given revelation which set forth God’s 
truth concerning the future. In the context Paul is speaking of this gift, he is meaning one who 
received a direct message of revelation from God. During and prior of the first century church 
this gift was much needed and used because there was no completed Bibles. Regardless of 
what you might think, this is a temporal gift, to be used for a set period of time. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:8-10 
 
8 Charity never faileth. But whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be 
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 
 

9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 
 

10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.3 
 
     During the Old Testament and even in the first century of the New Testament this gift was 
vital to answer many of the questions that believers had. Now we have the Bible in its 
entirety, and you find your answers within God’s Word. While you are looking for them, you 
are being transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.4 
 
      During Biblical times, the way one tested whether or not a prophet were true or false was 
by whether or not what he said came true.  
 

- Testing a Prophet: 
 
Deuteronomy 18:15-18 
 
15 The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, 
like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; 
 

16 According to all that thou desiredst of the LORD thy God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, 
saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, neither let me see this great fire any 
more, that I die not. 
 
17 And the LORD said unto me, They have well spoken that which they have spoken. 
 

18 I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my 
words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.5 
 
__________________________________________ 
3 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Corinthians 13:8-
10. 
 
4 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 12:2b-c. 
 
5 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Deuteronomy 
18:15-18. 
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Deuteronomy 18:19-22 
 
19 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall 
speak in my name, I will require it of him. 
 

20 But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which I have not 
commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet shall 
die. 
 

21 And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the LORD hath not spoken? 
 

22 When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, 
that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it 
presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.6 
 
     But the test is not merely to make sure that the things come true. Because what happens 
if what the Prophet speaks does come true, yet they are enticing the people to follow and 
serve false gods?  
 
Deuteronomy 13:1-3 
 

1 If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder,  
 

2 and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go 
after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,’  
 

3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your 
God is testing you to find out if you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul.7 
 
     John MacArthur notes, that miraculous signs alone were never meant to be a test of truth. 
A prophet or a dreamer’s prediction may come true, but if his message contradicted God’s 
commands, the people were to trust God and His Word rather than such experiences. Today, 
the way we test a person as being true or false is whether or not what the person says 
corresponds to the Bible. 
 
2 Peter 1:19-21 
 

19 And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines 
in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts;  
 

20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation,  
 

21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit.8 
__________________________________________ 
6 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Deuteronomy 
18:15-22. 
 
7 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Deuteronomy 13:1-3.  
 
8 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), 2 Peter 1:19-21. 
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Romans 12:7a 
 

7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering:9 
 

2. The Gift of Service: 
 
     The King James translates this ministry, and if you look at it from a theological perspective 
the gift of service is a ministry.  
 
     The NASB translates this verse – ‘ if service, in his serving;’10 
 

     This word service, or ministry is the Greek word ‘diakonian – διακονίαν it is the noun form 
of the word ‘diakonias – διακονίας’ which means to serve.22 This is where we get our English 
word Deacon from.  
 
     May we look at some of the usages of this word for a better understanding of this gift.  
 
Acts 6:1 – ‘Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose 
on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being 
overlooked in the daily serving of food.’ (NASB).11 
 
Acts 6:4 – ‘But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.’ 
(KJV).12 
 
Romans 12:7 – ‘if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching;’ (NASB).13 
 
Romans 15:31 – ‘that I may be delivered from those in Judea who do not believe, and that my 
service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints,’ (NKJV).14 
 
2 Corinthians 3:7 – But if the ministration of death, written, and engraven on stones, came with 
glory, so that the children of Israel could not look stedfastly upon the face of Moses for the glory 
of his face; which glory was passing away:’ (ASV).15 
__________________________________________ 
9 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), 
Romans 12:7a. 
 
10 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 12:7a. 
 
11 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
‘diakonias – διακονίας’ (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
12 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Acts 6:1. 
 
13 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Acts 6:4. 
 
14 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 12:7. 
 
15 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 15:31. 
 

16 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), 2 Corinthians 3:7. 
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2 Corinthians 3:8 – ‘how will the ministry of the Spirit fail to be even more with glory?’ 
(NASB).17 
 
2 Corinthians 3:9 – ‘For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of 
righteousness must far exceed it in glory.’ (ESV).18 
 
2 Corinthians 6:3 – ‘We are not giving anyone an occasion for offense, so that the ministry will 
not be blamed.’ (HCSB).19 
 
2 Corinthians 9:12 – ‘ For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the needs of 
the saints, but is also overflowing through many thanksgivings to God.’ (NASB).20 
 

     The basic meaning behind this word in the use of this gift is one that has a burden to serve 
in the outworking of the local church. This type of person has a real heart to minister to and 
serve people in their local assembly. It is God that grants this gift and God gives the grace for 
one to perform in such a helping way. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:27-28 – ‘Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 28 And 
God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.’ 21 This gift of service 
is used synonymously with the gift of helps.  
 

1. The Gift of Teaching: 
 
Romans 12:6-7 
 

6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us 
prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 
 

7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;22 
 
     He that teacheth – In the general sense, we are all to be involved in sharing God’s truth: 
 
Hebrews 5:12 ‘For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach 
you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have 
need of milk, and not of strong meat.’23 
__________________________________________ 
17 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
2 Corinthians 3:8.  
 

18 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
2 Corinthians 3:9. 
 

19 Holman Christian Standard Bible, HCSB. (Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2009), 2 Corinthians 6:3. 
 

20 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
2 Corinthians 9:12.  
 

21 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Corinthians 
12:27-28. 
 

22 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Romans 12:6-7. 
 

23 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Hebrews 5:12. 
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     However, in the context of this passage, wherein Paul is using ‘teaching’ in the sense of a 
Spiritual gift – He is referring to the God given supernatural ability to teach God’s Word. This 
particular gift seems to indicate that one is gifted with the special ability to study, and rightly 
divide Scripture; and then to give sound instruction based upon that study. 
 
     It is very possible that this gift is a single gift; however, with the true gift of Pastor, one it 
will always be associated with the gift of teaching. 
 
Ephesians 4:11 
 

11 And He gave some to be apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some pastors 
and teachers,. . . 24 
 
     This gift, function and office of PASTOR-TEACHER are always found together.  
 
     In the original Greek when they are found together – ‘Teacher’ is the ‘Strong’s Greek Word 
1320 - διδάσκαλος, ου, ὁ - didaskalos: an instructor: Meaning a teacher, an instructor 
acknowledged for their mastery in their field of learning in Scripture, a Bible teacher, 
competent in theology.’25 What I find even more interesting about the word usage when they 
are used together as ‘Pastor-Teacher’ in the original Greek the word teacher is a masculine 
noun.  
 
     Paul tells us in 1 Timothy 3 - This is a true saying, if a man desire the office of a bishop, he 
desireth a good work. 26 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, 
sober, of good behavior, given to hospitality, apt to teach. These are some of the qualifications 
for the Overseer, the Pastor-Teacher that leads the Church. ‘After dealing with issues from 
the previous text within Paul’s writings that arise from corporate worship, including the 
barring of women from the role of teaching authority over the assembled congregation. The 
Apostle Paul now discuses who should exercise these roles. The Apostle Paul does not leave 
us with a job description of the Pastor-Teacher, however, he describes the character of a man 
who will fill this office. The list of qualifications is not an exhaustive list, nevertheless, it 
pictures a male of mature Christian character, one whose faith has had tangible impact on 
his behavior.’27 
 
     Although, all these gifts are not gender specific, there are some that must be paid close 
attention to, in order to adhere to the proper qualifications in accordance with Scripture. If 
one expects the blessing of God when exercising their gifts. They must be in the will of God. 
To go against the indicatives and imperatives within the Scripture, regardless of how you 
think you feel about a calling or a gift; is to be out of God’s will.  
__________________________________________ 
24 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Ephesians 4:11. 
 
25 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
‘1320 - διδάσκαλος, ου, ὁ - didaskalos’ (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
26 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Timothy 3:1. 
 
27 ESV Study Bible Notes. Commentary Notes, ESV Crossway Study Bible. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008), 2328. 
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     This truth applies to all the gifts and not just the ones that we have discussed in this lesson. 
In all matters, whether it be the gift of Prophecy, the gift of Service, and or the gift of Teaching, 
it is all to be done with one mindset, with one end state, because we are all in one body. That 
end state should first and foremost, always be the glory of God.  
 

Romans 12:6-7 
 

6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us 
prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 
 
7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;28 
 

     Remember what Paul has written unto us in the preceding verses.  
 

Romans 12:3-5 
3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt 
to every man the measure of faith. 
 

4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 
 

5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.29 
 
     Going back to that explanatory conjunction at the beginning of verse three. The NASB 
states, ‘For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly 
of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted 
to each a measure of faith.’30 
 
     Notice the point that Paul is building here with the introductory concerning the Spiritual 
gifts. He uses the Greek for think, (φρονεω)31, multiple times. This means that God wants us 
to exercise a sensible, sane, and common sense perspective of our own abilities. He wants us 
carefully thinking about what God has actually given us the ability to do and what He has not 
given us the ability to do.32 May we not develop the attitude where we begin to think we 
deserve something better than what God’s has given us. This is thinking more highly of 
ourselves than we ought. We take what we have been granted and develop it for building up 
of the entire body of Christ. Understanding that we all have our part in the proper function 
of the body, and understand that what we have has been given from God, and that there is 
nothing great or spectacular about us, it is all His Grace. 
__________________________________________ 
28 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:6-7. 
 

29 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Romans 12:3-5. 
 
30 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 12:3. 
 
31 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
φρονεω – phroneo’ (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
32 G. Abbott-Smith G., D.D., D.C.L., ‘Greek Lexicon of the New Testament’, (London, England: T. & T. Clark, 1922). 
474-475. 
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