
TThhee  DDiivviinnee  AAuutthhoorriittyy  ooff  SSccrriippttuurree  iinn  tthhee  OOlldd  aanndd  
NNeeww  TTeessttaammeennttss  

  WWee  sshhaallll  ffoollllooww  tthhee  oouuttlliinnee::  
  WWhhaatt  ddoo  wwee  mmeeaann  bbyy  tthhee  OOlldd  aanndd  NNeeww  TTeessttaammeennttss??  
  WWhhaatt  aarree  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  ooff  tthhee  OOlldd  aanndd  NNeeww  TTeessttaammeennttss??  
  TThhee  NNeecceessssiittyy  ooff  SSccrriippttuurreess..  
  TThhaatt  tthheessee  SSccrriippttuurreess  aanndd  nnoo  ootthheerrss  aarree  tthhee  vveerryy  WWoorrddss  ooff  GGoodd  
  DDeedduuccee  ssoommee  iinnffeerreenncceess  ffoorr  lliivviinngg  
WWhhaatt  IIss  MMeeaanntt  BByy  OOlldd  AAnndd  NNeeww  TTeessttaammeenntt??  

  AAtt  rroooott,,  iitt  iiss  tthhee  ccoovveennaanntt  ooff  ggrraaccee  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ccaalllleedd  aa  ““tteessttaammeenntt””  aanndd  
iiss  pprrooppeerrllyy  aa  ““tteessttaammeennttaarryy  ccoovveennaanntt..””  IItt  iiss  tteessttaammeennttaarryy  bbeeccaauussee  
tthheerree  aarree  nnoo  pprreeccoonnddiittiioonnss  nneecceessssaarryy  ffoorr  tthhee  ppaarrttiicciippaannttss..  
 Christ is the testator; He made the testament, and 
confirmed it with his death.  
 The Spirit of Christ drew the testament, dictating it to the 
holy penman.  
 This testament of Christ’s is one and the same as to 
substance, though sometimes more clearly revealed than 
at other times. 
 The Old Testament is the more obscure draft of Christ’s 
will, and the New Testament is the more clear one. Thus 
they only differ in circumstances, while the substance of 
both are one and the same; one Mediator and Testator, 
one legacy or promise of remission of sin and eternal life, 
one faith as the way of obtaining it, and one “rule of the 
house” or law to govern it. 
What are the Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testament? 
 The scriptures of the Old Testament are those which begin 
with Genesis, and end with Malachi; and the scriptures of 
the New Testament are those which begin with Matthew, 
and end with the Revelation. 

TThhee  NNeecceessssiittyy  ooff  SSccrriippttuurree  
  GGeenneerraall  rreevveellaattiioonn  ssoo--ccaalllleedd::  



  DDooeess  nnoott  rreevveeaall  tthhaatt  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  ssaallvvaattiioonn  oouuttssiiddee  CChhrriisstt  ((AAccttss  
44::1122;;  11  CCoorr..  33::1111))..  

  DDooeess  nnoott  rreevveeaall  tthhaatt  tthhee  oonnllyy  wwaayy  ttoo  GGoodd  iiss  bbyy  ffaaiitthh  ((MMaarrkk  1166::1166;;  
JJoohhnn  33::1166;;  1177::33))..  

  AAnndd  tthheerree  ccaann  bbee  nnoo  ffaaiitthh  iinn  oorr  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  CChhrriisstt  eexxcceepptt  bbyy  
ssppeecciiaall  rreevveellaattiioonn  ooff  hhiimm  iinn  SSccrriippttuurree..  

  SSccrriippttuurree  iiss  tthheerreeffoorree  nneecceessssaarryy  ffoorr  oouurr  ssaallvvaattiioonn..  
  GGeenneerraall  RReevveellaattiioonn  iiss  iinnssuuffffiicciieenntt::  

  TThhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  oonnllyy  nnaattuurree’’ss  lliigghhtt,,  aanndd  ddoo  nnoott  eennjjooyy  ddiivviinnee  
rreevveellaattiioonn,,  aarree  wwiitthhoouutt  GGoodd  aanndd  hhooppee  ((EEpphh..  22::1122))..  

  BBuutt  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  aarree  wwiitthhoouutt  GGoodd  aanndd  hhooppee  ccaannnnoott  gglloorriiffyy  GGoodd  aanndd  
eennjjooyy  hhiimm..  

  TThheerreeffoorree  wwee  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  SSccrriippttuurreess  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ffuullffiillll  oouurr  cchhiieeff  
eenndd..  

  TThhiiss  nneecceessssiittyy  ffoorr  SSccrriippttuurree  iiss  llaaiidd  nnoott  oonnllyy  uuppoonn  tthhee  nnoovviiccee  iinn  
CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy,,  bbuutt  aallssoo  ffoorr  aallll  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  wwoouulldd  ppeerrffeecctt  hhoolliinneessss  iinn  tthhee  
ffeeaarr  ooff  GGoodd..  TThhee  SSccrriippttuurree  iiss  wwrriitttteenn  ffoorr  aallll  iinnddiiffffeerreennttllyy  aanndd  wwiitthhoouutt  
ddiissccrriimmiinnaattiioonn  ((CCooll..  33::1166))..  
  EEvveenn  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  aarree  mmaattuurree  wwiillll  ffiinndd  eennoouugghh  iinn  SSccrriippttuurree  ttoo  pprroovvookkee  
tthheemm  ttoo  ffuurrtthheerr  ggrroowwtthh..  TThhuuss  tthhee  PPssaallmmiisstt,,  ““OOppeenn  tthhoouu  mmiinnee  eeyyeess  
tthhaatt  II  mmaayy  bbeehhoolldd  wwoonnddrroouuss  tthhiinnggss  oouutt  ooff  tthhyy  llaaww,,””  PPss..  111199::1188..  
  IItt  iiss  bbuutt  bblliinnddnneessss  ffoorr  ssoommee  ttoo  pprreetteenndd  tthhaatt  SSccrriippttuurree  iiss  ffoorr  
tthhee  wweeaakkeerr  ssoorrtt  aanndd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ““mmoorree  ppeerrffeecctt””  mmuusstt  ffoollllooww  tthhee  
SSppiirriitt;;  ffoorr  iiff  tthhaatt  ““ssppiirriitt””  tteeaacchheess  aannyytthhiinngg  ccoonnttrraarryy  ttoo  tthhee  
wwrriitttteenn  wwoorrdd,,  iitt  iiss  aa  ssppiirriitt  ooff  ddaarrkknneessss  aanndd  nnoott  ooff  lliigghhtt  ((IIssaa..  
88::2200))..  IIff  iitt  tteeaacchheess  aannootthheerr  ddooccttrriinnee  tthhaann  wwee  hhaavvee  rreecceeiivveedd  
iinn  SSccrriippttuurree,,  iitt  iiss  aannaatthheemmaa  ((GGaall..  11::88))..  

    ““NNoo  sskkiillll  oorr  wwiissddoomm  ooff  mmeenn  rreepprreesseennttiinngg  tthheemm  iinn  tthhee  cclleeaarreesstt  ppooiinntt  ooff  vviieeww,,  nnoorr  
aallll  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  eellaabboorraattee  aanndd  ppeerrssuuaassiivvee  rreeaassoonniinnggss,,  ccaann  pprroodduuccee  
tthhiiss  eeffffeecctt..  TThhiiss  wwoorrkk  iiss  tthhee  pprroovviinnccee  ooff  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  ooff  GGoodd,,  wwhhiicchh  hhee  
aaccccoommpplliisshheess  bbyy  aann  iinntteerrnnaall  iilllluummiinnaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  mmiinndd,,  ggiivviinngg  bblliinnddeedd  ssiinnnneerrss  aa  
ssaavviinngg  ddiissccoovveerryy  ooff  ddiivviinnee  ttrruutthhss;;  bbyy  ppoowweerrffuullllyy  ssuubbdduuiinngg  mmaann’’ss  oobbssttiinnaattee  wwiillll,,  
aanndd  eennaabblliinngg  cchheeeerrffuullllyy  aanndd  rreeaaddiillyy  ttoo  oobbeeyy  tthhee  wwiillll  ooff  GGoodd  aanndd  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittyy  ooff  
CChhrriisstt;;  aanndd  bbyy  wwoorrkkiinngg  oonn  oouurr  aaffffeeccttiioonnss,,  eexxcciittiinngg  iinn  uuss  aarrddeenntt  ddeessiirreess  aafftteerr  
GGoodd  aanndd  CChhrriisstt,,  aanndd  aa  hhiigghh  eesstteeeemm  ooff  ddiivviinnee  ttrruutthh,,  aanndd  rreemmoovviinngg  tthhee  
pprreejjuuddiicceess  iinn  oouurr  mmiinnddss  aaggaaiinnsstt  iitt,,  aanndd  ooppeenniinngg  oouurr  hheeaarrttss  ttoo  rreecceeiivvee  tthhee  wwoorrdd  
aanndd  ccoommppllyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  ddeessiiggnn  tthheerreeooff..””  ––  TThhoommaass  BBoossttoonn,,  AA  BBooddyy  ooff  DDiivviinniittyy  

TThhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  
  CChhrriisstt  iiss  GGoodd’’ss  PPeerrssoonnaall  WWoorrdd,,  bbuutt  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  aarree  hhiiss  wwrriitttteenn  
wwoorrdd  ((HHooss..  11::22,,  eettcc..))..  



  CCoonnssiiddeerr,,  
  TThhee  antiquityantiquity  ooff  ssoommee  ooff  tthheemm,,  wwhhiicchh  aarree  mmoorree  aanncciieenntt  tthhaann  aannyy  hhuummaann  

wwrriittiinnggss  aanndd  ggiivvee  uuss  aa  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  aanndd  mmaannkkiinndd  ssuucchh  aass  ccoouulldd  bbee  
kknnoowwnn  oonnllyy  ttoo  GGoodd  hhiimmsseellff,,  vviizz..  tthhee  ccrreeaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd;;  ffoorr  hhooww  ccoouulldd  mmeenn  
tteellll  wwhhaatt  wwaass  bbeeffoorree  mmeenn  hhaadd  bbeeiinngg  aanndd  tthhuuss  iitt  ccoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  ppaasssseedd  ddoowwnn  
uunnlleessss  aaccttuuaallllyy  rreevveeaalleedd  bbyy  oonnee  wwhhoo  wwaass  pprreesseenntt..  

  CCoonnssiiddeerr,,  ffuurrtthheerr::  
  TThhee  preservationpreservation  ooff  iitt  uunnttiill  tthhiiss  vveerryy  ddaayy,,  nnoottwwiitthhssttaannddiinngg  tthhee  mmaalliiccee  ooff  

ddeevviillss  aanndd  wwiicckkeedd  mmeenn  aaggaaiinnsstt  iitt..  IIff  iitt  hhaadd  nnoott  bbeeeenn  ooff  GGoodd,,  iitt  ccoouulldd  nnoott  hhaavvee  
ccoonnttiinnuueedd  uunnttiill  nnooww,,  ccoonnssiiddeerriinngg  tthhee  aatttteemmppttss  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  ttoo  
ddeessttrrooyy  iitt..  

  TThhee  candor  and  sinceritycandor and sincerity  ooff  tthhee  ppeennmmaann  ooff  tthhee  wwrriittiinnggss..  TThheeyy  hhoonneessttllyy  
ddeeccllaarreedd  wwhhaatt  wwaass  ddeelliivveerreedd  aanndd  rreecceeiivveedd  ffrroomm  GGoodd,,  ppllaaiinnllyy  tteellll  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  
ffaauullttss  aass  wweellll  aass  tthhoossee  ooff  ootthheerrss,,  aanndd  eevveerryy  wwaayy  wwrriittee  aass  mmeenn  wwhhoo  aarree  bboorrnn  
aalloonngg  bbyy  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  ooff  GGoodd..  

  CCoonnssiiddeerr,,  ffuurrtthheerr::  
  TThhee  exact  fulfillmentexact fulfillment  ooff  SSccrriippttuurree  pprroopphheecciieess..    
  IIssaaiiaahh  pprroopphheessiieedd  tthhaatt  aa  mmaann  nnaammeedd  CCyyrruuss  wwoouulldd  ddeelliivveerr  tthhee  
JJeewwss  ffrroomm  ccaappttiivviittyy,,  nnoott  oonnllyy  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ccaappttiivviittyy  eevveerr  ttooookk  ppllaaccee  
bbuutt  mmoorree  tthhaann  110000  yyeeaarrss  bbeeffoorree  CCyyrruuss  wwaass  eevveenn  bboorrnn..  

  JJeerreemmiiaahh,,  aa  lliittttllee  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ccaappttiivviittyy  bbeeggaann,,  pprroopphheessiieedd  tthhee  
eexxaacctt  dduurraattiioonn  ooff  iitt..  

  HHooww  aallll  tthhee  pprroopphheecciieess  ooff  tthhee  OOTT  ppooiinntt  ttoo  CChhrriisstt  aanndd  hhooww  hhee  
ffuullffiilllleedd  tthheemm  aallll..  

  CCoonnssiiddeerr,,  ffuurrtthheerr::  
  TThhee  bblloooodd  ooff  tthhee  mmaarrttyyrrss  wwhhoo  ccoonnffiirrmmeedd  tthhee  ddiivviinniittyy  ooff  tthhee  bbooookk  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  

jjooyyffuullllyy  llaaiidd  ddoowwnn  tthheeiirr  lliivveess  ffoorr  tthhee  ttrruutthh  ooff  iitt;;  iinn  wwhhiicchh  iitt  iiss  aappppaarreenntt  tthhaatt  
tthheeyy  wweerree  ccaarrrriieedd  aabboovvee  wwhhaatt  hhuummaann  ppoowweerr  aalloonnee  ccoouulldd  ddoo..  

  TThhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoonnffiirrmmeedd  bbyy  mmaannyy  iinnccoonnttrroovveerrttiibbllee  mmiirraacclleess::  
  MMaannyy  mmiirraacclleess  wwrroouugghhtt  bbyy  MMoosseess,,  CChhrriisstt,,  aappoossttlleess  
  TThheessee  mmiirraacclleess  ccoonnffiirrmmeedd  tthhee  ddooccttrriinnee  tthheeyy  ttaauugghhtt  
  TThheeyy  wweerree  ddoonnee  iinn  tthhee  pprreesseennccee  ooff  wwiittnneesssseess  

  RReeaassoonn,,  aass  ffoolllloowwss::  
  SSccrriippttuurreess  mmuusstt  bbee  ffrroomm  eeiitthheerr  tthhee  ccrreeaattuurree  oorr  ffrroomm  GGoodd..  IIff  ffrroomm  ccrreeaattuurreess,,  

tthheenn  ffrroomm  eeiitthheerr  aannggeellss  oorr  mmeenn..  NNoott  ffrroomm  ggoooodd  aannggeellss,,  ffoorr  tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  nnoott  ssoo  
cchheeaatt  aass  ttoo  ccllaaiimm  tthhee  wwoorrdd  iiss  ffrroomm  GGoodd..  NNoott  ffrroomm  ddeevviillss,,  ffoorr  tthhee  ddooccttrriinnee  ooff  
SSccrriippttuurree  oovveerrtthhrroowwss  tthheeiirr  kkiinnggddoomm,,  pprroonnoouunncceess  tthheeiirr  ddoooomm,,  uunnccoovveerrss  tthheeiirr  
mmaalliiccee,,  bbrriinnggss  mmeenn  oouutt  ooff  tthheeiirr  sseerrvviiccee..  BByy  tthhee  ssaammee  rreeaassoonn  wwee  mmaayy  
eelliimmiinnaattee  ggoooodd  aanndd  bbaadd  mmeenn  ffrroomm  aauutthhoorrsshhiipp..  TThhee  oonnllyy  ppoossssiibbiilliittyy  rreemmaaiinniinngg  
iiss  tthhaatt  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  aarree  ffrroomm  GGoodd  aanndd  ddiirreeccttllyy  iinnssppiirreedd  bbyy  hhiimm..  

  RReeaassoonnss  FFrroomm  WWiitthhiinn  SSccrriippttuurree  IIttsseellff  
 The heavenliness of the matter of the scripture 
 The efficacy of the doctrine, in its convincing and searching the conscience 
 The majesty and sublimity of the style 
 The consent of all the parts of scripture 



 The scope of the whole scriptures, which is to give all glory to God 
 The full disclosure it makes of the way of man’s salvation 
 The entire perfection of the scripture;  

  That is, the whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man’s 
salvation, faith and life, is either expressly set down in scripture, or by good and necessary 
consequence may be deduced from scripture.  

HHeeaavveennlliinneessss  ooff  tthhee  MMaatttteerr  
  TThhuuss  tthheeyy  aarree  ccaalllleedd  ““hhoollyy””  ((RRoomm  11::22))  aanndd  aarree  ““ppuurree””  aanndd  ““ppuurriiffiieedd””  
((PPss..  1122::66))..  

 The sublime  mysteries  therein  revealedsublime mysteries therein revealed, which nature ever so much 
elevated could never attain to the discovery of, such as the holy Trinity, the 
incarnation of the Son, and the spiritual and covenantal union between 
believers and Christ 

 The most  exact  holinessmost exact holiness of its precepts, commanding all holiness, and 
forbidding all impurity of heart and life under the pain of damnation; and that 
so universally, as all the writings of philosophers have come far short of. 

  

EEffffiiccaaccyy  ooff  iittss  DDooccttrriinnee  
 In its convincing and searching (Heb. 4:12) 
 In converting the soul from its most beloved lusts, even when 
crosses are all that are promised (Ps. 19:7) 
 In rejoicing the heart under the deepest distresses (Ps. 19:8) 
 This efficacy lies not in the bare words, letters, or syllables, which 
have no other power than to signify the things; but it is the ordinary 
means which the Spirit makes use of for these ends, without which 
it will be but a dead letter. 

MMaajjeessttyy  ooff  SSttyyllee  
 An elevated and grand diction runs through many passages of the 
Scriptures, particularly in the books of Moses, some parts of the 
Psalms, in the book of Job, and the writings of the prophets. 
 There is something so truly majestic and sublime, so grand and 
magnificent in the style of the sacred writings, as has forced 
heathen philosophers to acknowledge it, and select passages there 
from as instances of the truly sublime. 
 At the same time let it be observed, that there is nothing  affectednothing affected, 
no flights of false  eloquencefalse eloquence, no exertions of a luxuriant  geniusluxuriant genius, no 
labored strokes of a warm imagination, no forced  imagesforced images, no 
distorted  metaphorsdistorted metaphors, no quaint  allusionsquaint allusions, or unnatural comparisons 
which are frequently found in the most admired productions of 
ancient and modern writers; but the utmost  plainness  and  utmost plainness and
perspicuityperspicuity, a noble simplicitysimplicity, and an elegant familiarityfamiliarity, level to 



the capacity of the illiterate, reign throughout the sacred volume. 

CCoonnsseenntt  ooff  tthhee  PPaarrttss  
  SSccrriippttuurree  wwrriitttteenn  bbyy  mmaannyy  mmeenn  oovveerr  aa  lloonngg  ttiimmee  
  YYeett  pprreecceeppttss,,  nnaarrrraattiivveess,,  aanndd  ddeessiiggnnss  aallll  aaggrreeee  
  MMaannyy  ““mmooddeerrnn””  wwrriitteerrss  ccllaaiimm  tthhaatt  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  ccoonnttaaiinn  
ddiissccrreeppaanncciieess  ooff  ffaacctt  aanndd  eevveenn  iinntteerrnnaall  ccoonnttrraaddiiccttiioonnss  
  WWee  mmaaiinnttaaiinn  tthhaatt  aallll  ssuucchh  ddiissccrreeppaanncciieess  aanndd  sseeeemmiinngg  
ccoonnttrraaddiiccttiioonnss  ccaann  bbee  rreessoollvveedd  wwiitthh  ssoommee  bbaassiicc  pprriinncciipplleess  
  TThheerree  iiss  nnootthhiinngg  iinn  SSccrriippttuurree  tthhaatt  iiss  uunniimmppoorrttaanntt..  TThhaatt  
bbeeiinngg  ttrruuee,,  wwee  mmuusstt  rreeccoonncciillee  eevveerryy  ppaassssaaggee  wwiitthh  eevveerryy  
ootthheerr  ppaassssaaggee..  NNoo  ccoonnttrraaddiiccttiioonnss  ccaann  bbee  eenntteerrttaaiinneedd  aass  
ffiinnaallllyy  uunnrreessoollvveedd  oorr  iirrrreessoollvvaabbllee..  
  TThhee  aauutthhoorrss  ooff  SSccrriippttuurree  wweerree  gguuiiddeedd  bbyy  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  ooff  GGoodd  iinn  
eevveerryytthhiinngg  tthheeyy  wwrroottee  ((22  PPeetteerr  11::2200--2211))  
  SSiinnccee  aallll  SSccrriippttuurree  iiss  ggiivveenn  bbyy  iinnssppiirraattiioonn  ooff  GGoodd  ((22  TTiimm..  33::1166)),,  nnoott  
ooff  pprriivvaattee  iinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn  ((oorriiggiinn)),,  nnoorr  ccaammee  bbyy  tthhee  wwiillll  ooff  mmaann,,  bbuutt  
hhoollyy  mmeenn  wweerree  mmoovveedd  bbyy  tthhee  HHoollyy  GGhhoosstt,,  tthheenn  wwhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  ssoouurrccee  
ooff  tthhee  eerrrroorr  oorr  ccoonnttrraaddiiccttiioonn??  IIff  SSccrriippttuurree  iiss  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd,,  tthheenn  iitt  
mmuusstt  bbee  aallttooggeetthheerr  ppuurree  ((PPssaa..  1199::77--88))..  
  IIff  tthheerree  aarree  eerrrroorrss  oorr  ccoonnttrraaddiiccttiioonnss  iinn  SSccrriippttuurree,,  tthheenn  iitt  ccaannnnoott  bbee  
ttrruusstteedd  aass  aa  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  ffoorr  aa  ssuurree  aanndd  ddiivviinnee  ffaaiitthh,,  ffoorr  aa  ffaalllliibbllee  
tteessttiimmoonnyy  ccaann  oonnllyy  ssuussttaaiinn  aa  ffaalllliibbllee  ffaaiitthh..  
  BBuutt  iiff  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  aarree  ffaalllliibbllee,,  tthheenn  wwee  hhaavvee  nnoo  cceerrttaaiinn  wwaayy  ooff  
ddeetteerrmmiinniinngg  wwhhiicchh  aarree  ttrruuee  aanndd  wwhhiicchh  ffaallssee..  WWhhiicchh  ccoonnttrraaddiiccttoorryy  
wwiittnneessss  sshhoouulldd  wwee  tthheenn  bbeelliieevvee??  WWee  aarree  lleefftt  wwiitthh  nnootthhiinngg  bbuutt  oouurr  
oowwnn  ooppiinniioonn  aass  tthhoouugghh  SSccrriippttuurree  ddiidd  nnoott  eexxiisstt  aass  aann  aauutthhoorriittyy  aatt  aallll..  
  WWee  rreeffuussee  ttoo  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  tthheerree  aarree  aannyy  rreeaall  iinnccoonnssiisstteenncciieess  oorr  
ccoonnttrraaddiiccttiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  hhoollyy  oorraacclleess  ooff  GGoodd..  WWhhaatteevveerr  seemingseeming  
iinnccoonnssiisstteenncciieess  oorr  ccoonnttrraaddiiccttiioonnss  mmaayy  eexxiisstt,,  tthheeyy  mmaayy  bbee  rreeccoonncciilleedd  
aanndd  mmoosstt  oorr  aallll  hhaavvee  aaccttuuaallllyy  bbeeeenn  rreeccoonncciilleedd  iinn  yyeeaarrss  ppaasstt  ssuucchh  
tthhaatt  iitt  wwiillll  ssaattiissffyy  aannyy  ssoobbeerr  ppeerrssoonn,,  wwhhoossee  wwrriittiinnggss  aanndd  
ccoommmmeennttaarriieess  mmaayy  bbee  ccoonnssuulltteedd  oonn  aannyy  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  ppaassssaaggee..  
  IItt  iiss  aa  hhiigghh  aarrrrooggaannccee  ttoo  mmaaiinnttaaiinn  tthhaatt  bbeeccaauussee  oonnee  ppeerrssoonn  ccaannnnoott  
rreeccoonncciillee  aa  sseeeemmiinngg  ddiiffffiiccuullttyy  tthhaatt  tthheerreeffoorree  nnoo  oonnee  ccaann  ddoo  ssoo..  

TThhee  SSccooppee  ooff  tthhee  WWhhoollee  SSccrriippttuurreess  
  TThhee  ddeessiiggnn  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  iiss  ttoo  ggiivvee  gglloorryy  ttoo  GGoodd::  ttoo  eexxaalltt  
nnoonnee  bbuutt  tthhee  iinnffiinniittee  mmaajjeessttyy  ooff  hheeaavveenn,,  ttoo  hhuummbbllee  aallll  
mmaannkkiinndd,,  aanndd  eemmppttyy  tthheemm  ooff  tthheemmsseellvveess  tthhaatt  GGoodd’’ss  ggrraaccee  



mmaayy  bbee  aallll,,  aanndd  mmeenn  iinn  tthheemmsseellvveess  nnootthhiinngg,,  bbuutt  eennttiirreellyy  
ddeeppeennddeenntt  uuppoonn  tthhee  mmeerrccyy  ooff  GGoodd  iinn  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt..  
  WWhhoo  ccoouulldd  eevveerr  hhaavvee  ttoolldd  ooff  tthhee  SSoonn  ooff  GGoodd  ddyyiinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  
ssiinnss  ooff  tthhee  eelleecctt  ooff  mmaannkkiinndd,,  aanndd  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  aa  ddiisscclloossuurree  
ooff  tthhee  wwaayy  ooff  ssaallvvaattiioonn  bbyy  ggrraaccee  aalloonnee  tthhrroouugghh  ffaaiitthh  aalloonnee  
iinn  CChhrriisstt  aalloonnee??  
  BBuutt  SSccrriippttuurree  hhaass  mmaaddee  tthhiiss  ppllaann  wweellll  kknnoowwnn  aanndd  hhaass  aatt  
tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  mmaaddee  eevveerryy  ooppppoossiinngg  ““wwaayy””  rreeppuuggnnaanntt  ttoo  
bbeelliieevveerrss..  
  TThhee  wwhhoollee  ccoouunnsseell  ooff  GGoodd  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  aallll  tthhiinnggss  nneecceessssaarryy  
ffoorr  hhiiss  oowwnn  gglloorryy,,  mmaann’’ss  ssaallvvaattiioonn,,  ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  lliiffee  iiss  eeiitthheerr  
eexxpprreessssllyy  sseett  ddoowwnn  iinn  SSccrriippttuurree  oorr  bbyy  ggoooodd  aanndd  nneecceessssaarryy  
ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  mmaayy  bbee  ddeedduucceedd  ffrroomm  SSccrriippttuurree..  
  SSoommee  tthhiinnggss  aarree  cclleeaarrllyy  eexxpprreesssseedd  iinn  SSccrriippttuurree  iinn  ssoo  mmaannyy  
wwoorrddss,,  aass  ““tthhoouu  sshhaalltt  nnoott  kkiillll..””  

GGoooodd  AAnndd  NNeecceessssaarryy  CCoonnsseeqquueennccee  
  IIff  oonnee  ccaann  pprroovvee  aannyytthhiinngg  ttoo  bbee  ttrruuee  ffrroomm  ggoooodd  aanndd  
nneecceessssaarryy  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  ffrroomm  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurree,,  iitt  iiss  aass  bbiinnddiinngg  
uuppoonn  tthhee  ccoonnsscciieennccee  aass  iiff  iitt  wweerree  eexxpprreessssllyy  sseett  ddoowwnn  iinn  ssoo  
mmaannyy  wwoorrddss..  

  GGoooodd  aanndd  nneecceessssaarryy  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  iiss  iinncclluuddeedd  iinn  tthhee  sseennssee  aanndd  mmeeaanniinngg  ooff  
wwoorrddss..  WWoorrddss  wwiitthhoouutt  mmeeaanniinngg  aarree  nnoo  lloonnggeerr  ssiiggnnss  ooff  aannyytthhiinngg..  

  EExxaammppllee::  IIff  II  iinnvviittee  ssoommeeoonnee  ttoo  ccoommee  cclloossee  ttoo  aa  ffiirree,,  iitt  iiss  aa  ggoooodd  aanndd  nneecceessssaarryy  
ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  tthhaatt  mmyy  mmeeaanniinngg  iiss  tthhaatt  hhee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  wwaarrmmeedd  oorr  mmaakkee  uussee  ooff  iittss  
lliigghhtt..  

  SSiimmiillaarrllyy,,  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  aarree  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  ggiivvee  uuss  hhooppee  ((RRoommaannss  1155::44)),,  bbuutt  tthhiiss  
ccaannnnoott  bbee  oobbttaaiinneedd  wwiitthhoouutt  tthhee  uussee  ooff  ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess..  AAnndd  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  aarree  
pprrooffiittaabbllee  ffoorr  ddooccttrriinnee  ((22  TTiimm..  33::1166)),,  bbuutt  ccaann  oonnllyy  bbee  pprrooffiittaabbllee  iiff  wwee  kknnooww  tthhee  
mmeeaanniinngg  aanndd  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrddss..  GGoooodd  aanndd  nneecceessssaarryy  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  
mmuusstt  tthheerreeffoorree  bbiinndd  tthhee  ccoonnsscciieennccee  iiff  wwee  wwoouulldd  bbee  ““tthhrroouugghhllyy  ffuurrnniisshheedd..””  
  CCoonnssiiddeerr  tthhaatt  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  ffuunnddaammeennttaall  aarrttiiccllee  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh,,  tthhaatt  JJeessuuss  
ooff  NNaazzaarreetthh  iiss  tthhee  MMeessssiiaahh  ((CChhrriisstt)),,  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  NNeeww  TTeessttaammeenntt  wwaass  
wwrriitttteenn,,  ccoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  pprroovveedd  ttoo  tthhee  JJeewwss  bbyy  expressexpress  SSccrriippttuurree  
tteessttiimmoonnyy,,  bbuutt  bbyy  ggoooodd  aanndd  nneecceessssaarryy  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee..  YYeett  CChhrriisstt  
ttoolldd  tthheemm  tthhaatt  tthheerree  ccoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  aannyy  ssaallvvaattiioonn  aappaarrtt  ffrroomm  ssuucchh  aa  
bbeelliieeff,,  ffoorr  hhee  ssaaiidd  ““IIff  yyee  bbeelliieevvee  nnoott  tthhaatt  II  aamm  hhee  ((MMeessssiiaahh)),,  yyee  sshhaallll  
ddiiee  iinn  yyoouurr  ssiinnss””  ((JJoohhnn  88::2244))..  

  OOuurr  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  hhiimmsseellff,,  wwhhiillee  hhee  wwoouulldd  pprroovvee  tthhee  ffuunnddaammeennttaall  aarrttiiccllee  ooff  tthhee  



ffaaiitthh  rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ddeeaadd  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  SSaadddduucceeeess  ooff  hhiiss  ddaayy,,  
ddiidd  nnoott  aadddduuccee  aa  tteexxtt  tthhaatt  ssaaiidd  ssoo  iinn  eexxpprreessss  wwoorrddss,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  ddeeaadd  sshhaallll  rriissee  
aaggaaiinn,,  bbuutt  pprroovveedd  iitt  ffrroomm  ggoooodd  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee,,  yyeett  nnoo  lleessss  ttrruullyy  oorr  ffiirrmmllyy  tthhaann  iiff  
hhee  hhaadd  pprroodduucceedd  aann  eexxpprreessss  tteexxtt  ffoorr  iitt,,  MMaatttthheeww  1122::3322..  

  AAnndd  iitt  iiss  nnoo  lleessss  eevviiddeenntt  tthhaatt  tthhee  aappoossttlleess  ffoolllloowweedd  hhiiss  eexxaammppllee  iinn  tthhiiss  mmeetthhoodd,,  
aass  iinn  ttrreeaattiinngg  tthhee  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  CChhrriisstt,,  AAccttss  22::2255,,  oorr  ooff  tthhee  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  aallll  
mmaannkkiinndd,,  11  CCoorr..  1155,,  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  jjuussttiiffiiccaattiioonn  ooff  aa  ssiinnnneerr  bbeeffoorree  GGoodd  iinn  tthhee  
eeppiissttlleess  ttoo  tthhee  RRoommaannss  aanndd  GGaallaattiiaannss..  
  TToo  rreejjeecctt  aallll  aarrgguummeenntt  ffrroomm  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee,,  oonnee  mmuusstt  eeiitthheerr  sshhooww  
tthhaatt  SSccrriippttuurree  ccoonnddeemmnnss  tthhee  pprraaccttiiccee  bbyy  aadddduucciinngg  ssoommee  eexxpprreessss  
tteexxtt  ttoo  tthhaatt  eeffffeecctt  oorr  aaddmmiitt  tthhaatt  hhee  oonnllyy  kknnoowwss  oonnee  mmaayy  nnoott  aarrgguuee  
ffrroomm  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  bbyy  hhiimmsseellff  uussiinngg  aann  aarrgguummeenntt  ffrroomm  
ccoonnsseeqquueennccee..  
  IIff  oonnee  wweerree  ttoo  ssaayy  tthhaatt  SSccrriippttuurree  lleeaavveess  ssuucchh  aa  mmaatttteerr  iinnddiiffffeerreenntt,,  
tthheenn  hhee  ccaannnnoott  llaawwffuullllyy  ccoonnddeemmnn  aann  ““iinnddiiffffeerreenntt””  oorr  ““nneeuuttrraall””  
pprraaccttiiccee..  
  RReeffuussiinngg  ttoo  aaddmmiitt  ggoooodd  aanndd  nneecceessssaarryy  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  oovveerrttuurrnnss  aallll  
rreelliiggiioonn::  llaaww  aanndd  ggoossppeell,,  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  pprraaccttiiccee..  WWiitthhoouutt  iitt,,  iitt  ccaannnnoott  bbee  
pprroovveedd  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  ppeerrssoonn  oorr  tthhaatt  ppeerrssoonn  iiss  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  kkeeeepp  GGoodd’’ss  
ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss  oorr  bbeelliieevvee  tthhee  ggoossppeell..  TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  tteexxtt  ssaayyiinngg  
““JJoohhnn  SSmmiitthh  mmuusstt  kkeeeepp  tthhee  llaaww””  oorr  ““JJooee  BBrroowwnn  mmuusstt  bbeelliieevvee  tthhee  
ggoossppeell..””  RRaatthheerr  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurree  pprreesseennttss  uuss  wwiitthh  aa  uunniivveerrssaall  pprreemmiissee::  
““AAllll  mmeenn  mmuusstt  kkeeeepp  tthhee  llaaww..””  BBuutt  tthheenn  wwee  pprroovviiddee  tthhee  mmiinnoorr  
pprreemmiissee,,  ““JJoohhnn  SSmmiitthh  iiss  aa  mmaann..””  WWee  tthheenn  ccoonncclluuddee  bbyy  ggoooodd  aanndd  
nneecceessssaarryy  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  tthhaatt  JJoohhnn  SSmmiitthh  mmuusstt  kkeeeepp  tthhee  llaaww  ooff  
GGoodd..  

TThhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  AArree  AA  PPeerrffeecctt  RRuullee  ooff  
FFaaiitthh  AAnndd  PPrraaccttiiccee  

OOrr,,  ““SSccrriippttuurree  ccoonnttaaiinnss  the  whole  counsel  of  Godthe whole counsel of God  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  tthhiinnggss  nneecceessssaarryy  
ffoorr  hhiiss  oowwnn  gglloorryy,,  mmaann’’ss  ssaallvvaattiioonn,,  aanndd  iiss  eeiitthheerr  eexxpprreessssllyy  sseett  ddoowwnn  oorr  bbyy  ggoooodd  

aanndd  nneecceessssaarryy  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  mmaayy  bbee  ddeedduucceedd  tthheerreeffrroomm..””  
  GGoodd  hhaass  eexxpprreessssllyy  ffoorrbbiiddddeenn  aaddddiinngg  aannyytthhiinngg  ttoo  hhiiss  wwoorrdd;;  
tthheerreeffoorree  iitt  nneeeeddss  nnoo  aaddddiittiioonn;;  bbuutt  wwhhaatt  nneeeeddss  nnoo  aaddddiittiioonn  
iiss  ppeerrffeecctt..  TThheerreeffoorree  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  iiss  aa  ppeerrffeecctt  rruullee..  

  DDeeuutt..  44::3322  
  PPrroovv..  3300::66  
  RReevv..  2222::1188  

  PPss  1199::88  ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy  aasssseerrttss  tthhaatt  tthhee  llaaww  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd  iiss  ““ppeerrffeecctt..””  IInn  
tthhaatt  PPssaallmm  wwee  mmaayy  lleeaarrnn::  

  IItt  ccoonnvveerrttss  tthhee  ssoouull  



  IItt  mmaakkeess  tthhee  ssiimmppllee  wwiissee  
  IItt  rreejjooiicceess  tthhee  hheeaarrtt  
  IItt  eennlliigghhtteennss  tthhee  eeyyeess  ((uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg))  

  22  TTiimm..  33::1155  mmaaiinnttaaiinnss  tthhaatt  SSccrriippttuurree  iiss  aabbllee  ttoo  mmaakkee  oonnee  ““wwiissee  uunnttoo  
ssaallvvaattiioonn..””  BBuutt  hhooww  ccaann  iitt  ddoo  ssoo  uunnlleessss  iitt  ccoonnttaaiinnss  eevveerryytthhiinngg  
nneecceessssaarryy  ffoorr  ssaallvvaattiioonn??  
  CCoonnssiiddeerr  tthhee  eenndd  ffoorr  wwhhiicchh  SSccrriippttuurreess  wweerree  wwrriitttteenn,,  ““tthhaatt  
bbeelliieevviinngg  mmeenn  mmiigghhtt  hhaavvee  lliiffee””  ((JJoohhnn  2200::3311))  aanndd  ““tthhrroouugghh  
ppaattiieennccee  aanndd  ccoommffoorrtt  ooff  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  tthheeyy  mmiigghhtt  hhaavvee  
hhooppee””  ((RRoommaannss  1155::44))..  IIff  aannyytthhiinngg  nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  ssaallvvaattiioonn  
wweerree  nnoott  iinn  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess,,  tthheenn  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  nnoott  aannsswweerr  tthhee  
eenndd  ffoorr  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  wweerree  wwrriitttteenn..  
  TThhee  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  ttaauugghhtt  hhiiss  ddiisscciipplleess  aallll  tthhaatt  hhee  hhaadd  hheeaarrdd  ooff  tthhee  
FFaatthheerr,,  vviizz..  tthhoossee  tthhiinnggss  nneecceessssaarryy  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ssaallvvaattiioonn  ((JJoohhnn  1155::1155))  
aanndd  ffoorr  mmaakkiinngg  tthheemm  hhiiss  ffrriieennddss..  
  HHee  ccoommmmiissssiioonneedd  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  ttoo  tteeaacchh  hhiiss  ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss  eevveenn  ttoo  
tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  ((MMaatttthheeww  2288::2200))..  BBuutt  tthhiiss  tthheeyy  ccaannnnoott  ddoo  wwiitthh  
aa  lliivviinngg  vvooiiccee,,  ssoo  tthheeyy  ddoo  ssoo  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess..  AAnndd  iiff  tthhee  
aappoossttlleess  wwoouulldd  wwrriittee  ooff  ssuucchh  tthhiinnggss  aass  wwhhaatt  ddaayy  ooff  tthhee  wweeeekk  tthhee  
mmoonneeyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ppoooorr  sshhoouulldd  bbee  sseett  aassiiddee,,  tthheenn  hhooww  ccoouulldd  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  
nneegglleecctteedd  mmoorree  wweeiigghhttyy  mmaatttteerrss??  
  FFiinnaallllyy,,  tthhee  nnaattuurree  ooff  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  tteeaacchheess  uuss  tthheeiirr  
ppeerrffeeccttiioonn..  FFoorr  iiff  tthheeyy  wweerree  nnoott  ppeerrffeecctt  tthheenn  tthheeyy  ccaannnnoott  bbee  
tthhee  oonnllyy  rruullee,,  bbeeccaauussee  aa  rruullee  mmuusstt  aallwwaayyss  bbee  
ccoommmmeennssuurraattee  ttoo  tthhee  tthhiinngg  rreegguullaatteedd..  BBuutt  nnootthhiinngg  iiss  ttoo  bbee  
aaddddeedd,,  wwhhiicchh  mmaakkeess  tthheemm  tthhee  oonnllyy  rruullee..  SSoo  aass  tthhee  oonnllyy  
rruullee,,  tthheeyy  mmuusstt  aallssoo  bbee  aa  ppeerrffeecctt  rruullee..  

IInnffeerreenncceess  
  TThhee  aauutthhoorrss  ooff  SSccrriippttuurree  wweerree  ppeerrffeecctt  ppeennmmeenn  bbeeccaauussee  
uunnddeerr  tthhee  iinnssppiirraattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt,,  eevveenn  iinn  tthhiinnggss  ooff  
tthhee  lleeaasstt  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ((22  TTiimm..  44::1133))..  FFaarr  lleessss  iiss  tthheerree  aannyy  
rreeaall  ccoonnttrraaddiiccttiioonn  oorr  eerrrroorr  bbeeccaauussee  tthhee  aauutthhoorrss  wweerree  aallll  
gguuiiddeedd  bbyy  tthhee  oommnniisscciieenntt  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt..  
  TThhee  ppoowweerr  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSccrriippttuurreess  hhaavvee  ttoo  bbiinndd  tthhee  ccoonnsscciieennccee  ddooeess  
nnoott  ccoommee  ffrroomm  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  oorr  eevveenn  ffrroomm  tthhee  aauutthhoorrss..  RRaatthheerr  
bbeeccaauussee  GGoodd  aalloonnee  iiss  lloorrdd  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnsscciieennccee,,  hhee  aalloonnee  hhaass  
aauutthhoorriittyy  ttoo  bbiinndd  iitt  aanndd  ddooeess  ssoo  bbyy  mmeeaannss  ooff  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess..  



  TThhee  cchhuurrcchh  iiss  bbuuiilltt  uuppoonn  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  aanndd  nnoott  vviiccee  vveerrssaa  ((EEpphh..  22::2200))..  TThhiiss  
ffoouunnddaattiioonn  iiss  ddooccttrriinnaall,,  nnoott  ppeerrssoonnaall..  TThhee  ssuuppeerrssttrruuccttuurree  ddeeppeennddss  uuppoonn  tthhee  
ffoouunnddaattiioonn;;  tthhee  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  ddooeess  nnoott  rreesstt  uuppoonn  tthhee  ssuuppeerrssttrruuccttuurree..  

  IIff  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  ddeeppeennddeedd  uuppoonn  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh,,  tthheenn  oouurr  ffaaiitthh  
wwoouulldd  bbee  bbuuiilltt  uuppoonn  hhuummaann  tteessttiimmoonnyy,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ffaalllliibbllee..  WWee  bbeelliieevvee  wwee  kknnooww  
tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  wwhheenn  iitt  pprrooccllaaiimmss  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess,,  aanndd  nnoott  tthhee  ootthheerr  wwaayy  rroouunndd..  
HHuummaann  tteessttiimmoonnyy  ccaann  bbee  tthhee  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  ooff  ddiivviinnee  ffaaiitthh..  

  HHooww  ccaann  aannyy  pprroovvee  tthhaatt  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  iiss  ttoo  bbee  bbeelliieevveedd  eexxcceepptt  bbyy  tthhee  
tteessttiimmoonnyy  ooff  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess??  BBuutt  tthhaatt  wwoouulldd  bbee  ttoo  ssaayy  tthhaatt  SSccrriippttuurreess  aarree  
pprriimmaarryy..  AAnndd  tthhiiss  ggiivveess  uuss  oouurr  ppooiinntt..  

  EEiitthheerr  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  hhaass  aa  rreeaassoonn  ttoo  bbeelliieevvee  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  oorr  nnoott..  IIff  ssoo,,  tthheenn  
lleett  tthhee  rreeaassoonn  bbee  ggiivveenn..  IIff  nnoott,,  tthheenn  wwee  sshhoouulldd  nnoott  aacccceepptt  tthheemm..  

  TThhee  SSccrriippttuurree  iiss  GGoodd’’ss  oowwnn  WWoorrdd  ((22  TTiimm..  33::1166))..  HHooww  bbllaasspphheemmoouuss  iiss  iitt,,  tthheenn,,  ttoo  
mmaaiinnttaaiinn  tthhaatt  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  ddeeppeennddss  uuppoonn  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ooff  mmeenn!!  OOnnee  mmaayy  aass  wweellll  ssaayy  
tthhaatt  GGoodd  hhaass  hhiiss  aauutthhoorriittyy  ffrroomm  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh..  

  TThhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  aarree  ““sseellff--aauutthheennttiiccaattiinngg,,””  tthheerreeffoorree..  TThheeyy  ddoo  nnoott,,  iinn  tthhee  ffiinnaall  aannaallyyssiiss,,  
ddeeppeenndd  uuppoonn  tthhee  tteessttiimmoonnyy  ooff  mmeenn  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  vvaalliiddiittyy  aanndd  vveerraacciittyy..  TThhee  SSccrriippttuurree  
eevviiddeenncceess  iittsseellff  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  vveerryy  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd..  TThhee  WWoorrdd  iiss  iinn  iittsseellff  aa  llaammpp  aanndd  aa  lliigghhtt  
aanndd  nneeeeddss  nnoo  ootthheerr  lliigghhtt  ttoo  bbee  sshheedd  uuppoonn  iitt..  

  TThhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt  bbeeaarrss  wwiittnneessss  ttoo  oouurr  ssppiirriitt  tthhaatt  wwee  hhaavvee  ffuullll  aassssuurraannccee  iinn  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  
GGoodd..  TThhuuss  ““ggrreeaatt  sscchhoollaarrss””  mmaayy  bbee  lleessss  ppeerrssuuaaddeedd  ooff  GGoodd’’ss  ttrruutthh  tthhaann  ccoommmmoonn  
ttrraaddeessmmeenn..  TThhee  ssuunn  iiss  ssuuffffiicciieenntt  lliigghhtt  wwhheetthheerr  bblliinndd  mmeenn  ccaann  sseeee  iitt  oorr  nnoott..  

TThhee  NNeecceessssiittyy  OOff  IInnwwaarrdd  IIlllluummiinnaattiioonn  
  MMaatttthheeww  1166::1177  
  11  CCoorr..  22::1100--1122  

  IIff  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  ooff  GGoodd  ttaakkeess  tthhiiss  iilllluummiinnaattiioonn  ttoo  hhiimmsseellff  aass  hhiiss  pprrooppeerr  
wwoorrkk,,  hhooww  ccaann  aannyy  ootthheerr  aarrrrooggaattee  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ttoo  hhiimmsseellff,,  aass  iiff  hhee  
wweerree  ffiitt  bbyy  nnaattuurree  ttoo  ddoo  iitt??  

  BBuutt  iiff  wwee  ccaannnnoott  ddoo  iitt  ffoorr  oouurrsseellvveess,,  wwee  ccaann  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  nnoott  ddoo  iitt  ffoorr  
aannootthheerr..  

  TThheerree  iiss  aann  uutttteerr  iinnaabbiilliittyy  iinn  mmaann  bbyy  nnaattuurree  ttoo  kknnooww  ssaavviinnggllyy  tthhee  
tthhiinnggss  ooff  GGoodd..  TThheeyy  aarree  aabboovvee  hhiiss  ccaappaacciittyy  aanndd  bbeeyyoonndd  iitt..  TThhiiss  iiss  
ppllaaiinn  ffrroomm  11  CCoorr..  22::1144,,  wwhheerree  nnoott  oonnllyy  tthhee  aacctt  ooff  rreecceeiivviinngg  tthheemm  
iiss  ddeenniieedd  ttoo  nnaattuurraall  mmeenn,,  bbuutt  tthhee  vveerryy  ppoowweerr  ooff  ddiisscceerrnniinngg  tthheemm;;  
aanndd  tthhee  rreeaassoonn  ggiivveenn  iiss  ““bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  aarree  ssppiirriittuuaallllyy  ddiisscceerrnneedd””  
aanndd  tthhee  nnaattuurraall  mmaann  llaacckkss  tthhee  nneecceessssaarryy  eeqquuiippmmeenntt..  

  TThhee  ssppiirriittuuaall  mmaann,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  hhaass  pprreecciisseellyy  tthhee  ddiisscceerrnnmmeenntt  
nneeeeddeedd  ((vv..  1155))..    

  IIff  iitt  wweerree  nnaattuurraall  aabbiilliittyy  tthhaatt  ggaavvee  mmeenn  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ttoo  ddiisscceerrnn  tthhee  tthhiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  
SSppiirriitt,,  tthheenn  ssuurreellyy  tthhee  mmoosstt  eedduuccaatteedd  aanndd  iinntteelllliiggeenntt  mmeenn  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  tthhee  
mmoosstt  iinnssiigghhtt..  BBuutt  tthhaatt  iiss  nnoott  tthhee  ccaassee,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  cclleeaarr  ffrroomm  11  CCoorr..  11::2200,,  2266--2288..  

  TThhiiss  ssaammee  ppooiinntt  iiss  bbrroouugghhtt  oouutt  bbyy  CChhrriisstt  iinn  MMaatttthheeww  1111::2255ffff..    
  GGoodd  hhaass  ppllaacceedd  tthhiiss  ttrreeaassuurree  iinn  eeaarrtthheenn  vveesssseellss  ssoo  tthhaatt  mmeenn  mmiigghhtt  pprraaiissee  

GGoodd,,  kknnoowwiinngg  tthhaatt  iitt  iiss  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ooff  GGoodd  aanndd  nnoott  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  



pprreeaacchheerr’’ss  ppeerrssuuaassiioonn;;  nnoott  tthhee  aacctt  ooff  tthhee  mmeesssseennggeerr,,  bbuutt  ooff  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  ooff  
GGoodd,,  ggiivveess  ttrruuee  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  SSccrriippttuurree..  

  AAppaarrtt  ffrroomm  ssaavviinngg  iilllluummiinnaattiioonn,,  tthhee  nnaattuurraall  mmaann  rreeggaarrddss  tthhee  
tthhiinnggss  ooff  GGoodd  ttoo  bbee  ““ffoooolliisshhnneessss””  ((11  CCoorr..  22::1144))..  EEvveenn  tthhee  
ccoonnvveerrtteedd,,  wwhheenn  wwiitthhoouutt  tthhee  aaccttuuaall  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  tthhee  SSppiirriitt,,  aarree  nnoott  
ffaarr  ffrroomm  rreecckkoonniinngg  aass  tthheeyy  ddoo  wwhhoo  aarree  nnaattuurraall  mmeenn,,  aass  iinn  tthhee  
ccaassee  ooff  tthhee  aappoossttlleess,,  llooookkiinngg  oonn  tthhee  aaccccoouunntt  bbrroouugghhtt  ttoo  tthheemm  ooff  
tthhee  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  aass  aann  iiddllee  ttaallee  ((LLuukkee  2244::1111))..  HHooww  mmuucchh  mmoorree,,  
tthheenn,,  mmeenn  wwhhoo  aarree  aallttooggeetthheerr  ddeessttiittuuttee  ooff  tthhee  SSppiirriitt??  

  TThhee  LLoorrdd  pprroommiisseess  hhiiss  SSppiirriitt  ttoo  tthhee  eenndd  tthhaatt  mmeenn  mmaayy  bbee  ttaauugghhtt  
ttoo  kknnooww  tthhee  ttrruutthhss  ooff  GGoodd  ssaavviinnggllyy,,  EEzzeekk..  3366::2266;;  JJoohhnn  1144::1166--1177;;  
aanndd  JJoohhnn  1166::1122--1133..  IIff  wwee  wweerree  ffuurrnniisshheedd  aallrreeaaddyy  ttoo  kknnooww  tthhee  
ttrruutthhss  ooff  GGoodd  aappaarrtt  ffrroomm  tthhee  SSppiirriitt,,  tthheenn  iitt  wwoouulldd  bbee  vvaanniittyy  ttoo  
pprroommiissee  tthhee  SSppiirriitt..    

  TThhee  pprraayyeerrss  ooff  tthhee  ssaaiinnttss  ffoorr  tthhiiss  iilllluummiinnaattiioonn  pprroovvee  iittss  nneecceessssiittyy,,  
PPss..  111199::1188;;  EEpphh..  11::1177--1188;;  CCooll..  11::1199..  AAnndd  tthheeyy  pprraayy  iinn  tthhiiss  wwaayy  
bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  aarree  vveerryy  ccoonnsscciioouuss  ooff  tthhee  nneeeedd  ffoorr  iitt..  

  FFiinnaallllyy,,  ccoonnssiiddeerr  JJoohhnn  66::4455  ““AAnndd  tthheeyy  sshhaallll  bbee  aallll  ttaauugghhtt  ooff  GGoodd..  EEvveerryy  mmaann  
tthheerreeffoorree  tthhaatt  hhaatthh  hheeaarrdd,,  aanndd  lleeaarrnneedd  ooff  tthhee  FFaatthheerr,,  ccoommeetthh  uunnttoo  mmee..””  
HHeerree  ““ccoommiinngg  ttoo  CChhrriisstt””  mmeeaannss  hhaavviinngg  jjuussttiiffyyiinngg  ffaaiitthh  iinn  hhiimm..  BBuutt  tthheerree  iiss  aa  
pprroommiissee  tthhaatt  eevveerryy  llaasstt  oonnee  wwhhoo  hheeaarrss  ccoommeess..  TThhiiss  ccaannnnoott  tthheerreeffoorree  rreeffeerr  
ttoo  aann  eexxtteerrnnaall  tteeaacchhiinngg,,  hheeaarriinngg,,  oorr  lleeaarrnniinngg..  FFoorr  mmaannyy  wwhhoo  tthhuuss  hheeaarr  nneevveerr  
ccoommee..  IInnsstteeaadd  iitt  rreeffeerrss  ttoo  aann  iinnwwaarrdd  tteeaacchhiinngg  tthhaatt  ccoommeess  in  such  a  wayin such a way  tthhaatt  
tthhee  lleeaarrnneerr  bbeelliieevveess  iinn  CChhrriisstt..  AAnndd  aallll  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hheeaarr  iinn  ssuucchh  aa  wwaayy  ddoo  
aaccttuuaallllyy  ccoommee  ttoo  CChhrriisstt,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhiiss  ppaassssaaggee..  

TThhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  AAss  OOuurr  RRuullee  
TThhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  ooff  tthhee  OOlldd  aanndd  NNeeww  TTeessttaammeennttss  aarree  tthhee  oonnllyy  rruullee  ttoo  

ddiirreecctt  uuss  hhooww  wwee  mmaayy  gglloorriiffyy  aanndd  eennjjooyy  GGoodd..  

TThhee  PPrrooppeerrttiieess  ooff  GGoodd’’ss  RRuullee  
  IItt  iiss  aa  perspicuousperspicuous  oorr  cclleeaarr  rruullee..  NNoott  aallll  tthhiinnggss  iinn  SSccrriippttuurree  
aarree  eeqquuaallllyy  ppllaaiinn  eeiitthheerr  iinn  tthheemmsseellvveess  oorr  ttoo  aallll  mmeenn,,  yyeett  
tthhoossee  tthhiinnggss  wwhhiicchh  aarree  nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  bbee  kknnoowwnn,,  bbeelliieevveedd,,  
aanndd  oobbsseerrvveedd  ffoorr  ssaallvvaattiioonn,,  aarree  ssoo  cclleeaarrllyy  pprrooppoouunnddeedd  aanndd  
ooppeenneedd  iinn  ssoommee  ppllaaccee  ooff  SSccrriippttuurree  oorr  ootthheerr,,  tthhaatt  nnoott  oonnllyy  
tthhee  lleeaarrnneedd,,  bbuutt  tthhee  uunnlleeaarrnneedd,,  iinn  aa  dduuee  uussee  ooff  oorrddiinnaarryy  
mmeeaannss,,  mmaayy  aattttaaiinn  uunnttoo  aa  ssuuffffiicciieenntt  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  tthheemm..  

  SSoommee  ppoorrttiioonnss  ooff  SSccrriippttuurree,,  iitt  mmuusstt  bbee  aaddmmiitttteedd  aarree  ssoommeewwhhaatt  oobbssccuurree  aanndd  
ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ttoo  iinntteerrpprreett,,  bbuutt  iinn  ssuucchh  tthhiinnggss  as  are  necessary  to  salvationas are necessary to salvation  tthhee  
SSccrriippttuurreess  aarree  vveerryy  cclleeaarr..  IInn  tthhiiss  rreessppeecctt,,  iitt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  tthhee  



SSccrriippttuurreess  aarree  ooff  ssuucchh  aa  ddeepptthh  tthhaatt  aa  llaammbb  mmaayy  wwaaddee  iinn  tthheemm,,  bbuutt  aann  
eelleepphhaanntt  mmaayy  aallssoo  sswwiimm  iinn  tthheemm..  

  TThhoouugghh  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ddooccttrriinneess  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  tthhaatt  aarree  nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  
ssaallvvaattiioonn  aarree  ssoo  hhiigghh  tthhaatt  wwee  ccaann  nneevveerr  ffuullllyy  ccoommpprreehheenndd  tthheemm,,  yyeett  tthhee  wwaayy  
ooff  SSccrriippttuurree’’ss  tteeaacchhiinngg  tthheemm  iiss  vveerryy  cclleeaarr..  

  WWhhiillee  iitt  mmaayy  bbee  tthhaatt  ssoommeetthhiinngg  nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  ssaallvvaattiioonn  iiss  oobbssccuurreellyy  ssppookkeenn  
ooff  iinn  oonnee  ppllaaccee,,  yyeett  iinn  ssoommee  ootthheerr  ppllaaccee  wwee  wwiillll  ffiinndd  tthhaatt  ddooccttrriinnee  cclleeaarrllyy  
ttaauugghhtt..  

  BByy  tthhee  ““uunnlleeaarrnneedd””  wwee  ddoo  nnoott  mmeeaann  tthhee  uunnccoonnvveerrtteedd,,  ffoorr  wwee  hhaavvee  aallrreeaaddyy  
lleeaarrnneedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  iinnwwaarrdd  iilllluummiinnaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt  iiss  nneecceessssaarryy  ffoorr  aa  rriigghhtt  
uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess..  RRaatthheerr,,  wwee  mmeeaann  ssiimmppllyy  tthhaatt  tthhee  uunnlleeaarrnneedd  
CChhrriissttiiaann  mmaayy  uussee  tthhee  aappppooiinntteedd  mmeeaannss  ((pprreeaacchhiinngg,,  rreeaaddiinngg,,  hheeaarriinngg,,  
mmeemmoorriizziinngg,,  eettcc))  aanndd  ccoommee  ttoo  aa  ssuuffffiicciieenntt  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  ttoo  
lliivvee  aa  ggooddllyy  aanndd  pprroodduuccttiivvee  lliiffee  ttoo  tthhee  LLoorrdd..  

  TThhee  SSccrriippttuurree  tteeaacchheess  iittss  oowwnn  ppeerrssppiiccuuiittyy  iinn  tthhiiss  sseennssee..  IItt  iiss  
ccaalllleedd  aa  llaammpp  aanndd  aa  lliigghhtt,,  PPss..  111199::110055..  IIttss  vveerryy  eennttrraannccee  ggiivveess  
lliigghhtt,,  PPss..  111199::113300..  TThhuuss  PPrroovv..  66::2233..  TThhee  AAppoossttllee  PPeetteerr  aallssoo  ccaallllss  
HHoollyy  SSccrriippttuurreess  aa  lliigghhtt  ((22  PPeett..  11::1199))  aanndd  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ooff  
pprroopphheeccyy,,  oorr  tthhee  pprroopphheettiicc  wwoorrdd,,  wwhhiicchh  ooff  aallll  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurree  sseeeemmss  
oofftteenn  ttoo  bbee  most  darkmost dark..  YYeett  hhee  ccaallllss  iitt  aa  lliigghhtt  sshhiinniinngg  iinn  aa  ddaarrkk  
ppllaaccee,,  sshhoowwiinngg  tthhaatt  wwhheerree  iitt  sshhiinneess,,  tthhoouugghh  tthhee  ppllaaccee  bbee  ddaarrkk,,  
yyeett  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ddiissppeellss  tthhee  ddaarrkknneessss..  

  GGoodd  hhaass  ggiivveenn  hhiiss  WWoorrdd  iinn  ssuucchh  aa  wwaayy  tthhaatt  iittss  ccoommmmaannddss  aarree  
nnoott  ffaarr  ffrroomm  tthhee  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg;;  tthhee  lloowwlliieesstt  bbeelliieevveerr  hhaass  nnoo  
rreeaassoonn  ttoo  ccoommppllaaiinn  ooff  tthhee  ddiiffffiiccuullttyy  ooff  iitt  iinn  tthhiinnggss  nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  
ssaallvvaattiioonn..  TThhuuss  DDtt..  3300::1111ffff..,,  ““FFoorr  tthhiiss  ccoommmmaanndd  wwhhiicchh  II  
ccoommmmaanndd  tthheeee  tthhiiss  ddaayy,,  iiss  nnoott  hhiiddddeenn  ffrroomm  tthheeee,,  eettcc..””  AAnndd  iitt  
ccoonnttiinnuueess,,  ““BBuutt  tthhee  WWoorrdd  iiss  vveerryy  nniigghh  uunnttoo  tthheeee,,  iinn  tthhyy  mmoouutthh,,  
aanndd  iinn  tthhyy  hheeaarrtt,,  tthhaatt  tthhoouu  mmaayyeesstt  ddoo  iitt..””  

  IIff  aallll  tthhiinnggss  nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  ssaallvvaattiioonn  mmuusstt  bbee  uunnddeerrssttoooodd  bbyy  aallll  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  
tthheenn  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  mmuusstt  bbee  cclleeaarr  eevveenn  ttoo  tthhee  lloowwlliieesstt  bbeelliieevveerr..  BBuutt  tthhee  
ffoorrmmeerr  iiss  ttrruuee..  11  CCoorr..  22::1155,,  ““HHee  tthhaatt  iiss  ssppiirriittuuaall  jjuuddggeetthh  aallll  tthhiinnggss””  aanndd  11  
JJoohhnn  22::2200,,  2277,,  ““YYee  hhaavvee  aann  uunnccttiioonn  ffrroomm  tthhee  hhoollyy  OOnnee,,  aanndd  yyee  kknnooww  aallll  
tthhiinnggss..  TThhee  aannooiinnttiinngg  wwhhiicchh  yyee  hhaavvee  rreecceeiivveedd  ooff  hhiimm  aabbiiddeetthh  iinn  yyoouu,,  aanndd  yyee  
nneeeedd  nnoott  tthhaatt  aannyy  mmaann  tteeaacchh  yyoouu;;  bbuutt  tthhee  ssaammee  aannooiinnttiinngg  tteeaacchheetthh  yyoouu  ooff  
aallll  tthhiinnggss..””  

  CCoonnssiiddeerr  ttoo  wwhhoomm  JJoohhnn  wwaass  wwrriittiinngg;;  nnoott  oonnllyy  ttoo  lleeaarrnneedd  mmeenn  aanndd  ggrreeaatt  
tthheeoollooggiiaannss,,  bbuutt  ttoo  aallll  bbeelliieevveerrss,,  eevveenn  ttoo  ““lliittttllee  cchhiillddrreenn..””  TThhiiss  iiss  bbeeccaauussee  ““iiff  
aannyy  mmaann  hhaavvee  nnoott  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  ooff  CChhrriisstt,,  hhee  iiss  nnoonnee  ooff  hhiiss..””  

  OOff  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss,,  PPaauull  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  tthhee  tthhiinnggss  nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  ssaallvvaattiioonn  wweerree  
hhiiddddeenn  ffrroomm  tthheemm,,  bbeeccaauussee  tthhee  ggoodd  ooff  tthhiiss  wwoorrlldd  hhaass  bblliinnddeedd  tthheeiirr  eeyyeess  ((22  
CCoorr..  44::44))..  AAss  ffoorr  ootthheerrss,,  GGoodd  hhiimmsseellff  hhaass  ttaauugghhtt  tthheemm  ((22  CCoorr..  44::66,,  ccff..  JJoohhnn  
66::4455))..  

  GGoodd  pprroommiisseedd  ttoo  wwrriittee  hhiiss  llaaww  oonn  hhiiss  ppeeooppllee’’ss  hheeaarrttss,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  hhee  mmuusstt  



hhiimmsseellff  tteeaacchh  tthheemm  ttoo  kknnooww  hhiimm  ((JJeerr..  3311::3333,,  3344))..  TThheerreeffoorree  SSccrriippttuurree  mmuusstt  
bbee  ppeerrssppiiccuuoouuss  iinn  tthhiinnggss  tthhaatt  aarree  nneecceessssaarryy  ffoorr  kknnoowwiinngg  GGoodd,,  ffoorr  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  
iiss  wwrriitttteenn  oonn  oouurr  hheeaarrttss  ccaannnnoott  bbee  ootthheerr  tthhaann  cclleeaarr  ttoo  uuss  aanndd  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  GGoodd  
aaccttuuaallllyy  tteeaacchheess  uuss  ccaann  nnoo  lloonnggeerr  bbee  oobbssccuurree  ttoo  uuss..  

  IIff  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  aarree  nnoott  ssoo  cclleeaarr  iinn  tthheemmsseellvveess  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  rreeqquuiirree  tthhee  
cchhuurrcchh  oorr  iittss  mmaaggiissttrraaccyy  ttoo  tteeaacchh  uuss  iitt  rriigghhtt  iinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn,,  tthheenn  oouurr  ffaaiitthh  
mmuusstt  uullttiimmaatteellyy  bbee  rreessoollvveedd  iinn  tthhee  tteessttiimmoonnyy  ooff  mmeenn;;  bbuutt  tthhaatt  ccaannnnoott  bbee,,  ffoorr  
hhuummaann  tteessttiimmoonnyy  iiss  nnoott  iinnffaalllliibbllee  oorr  aauutthhoorriittaattiivvee  iinn  iittsseellff  aanndd  ccaannnnoott  
tthheerreeffoorree  ggiivvee  ddiivviinnee  ffaaiitthh  oorr  iinnffaalllliibbllee  ppeerrssuuaassiioonn..  

  FFiinnaallllyy,,  tthhee  ppeerrssppiiccuuiittyy  ooff  SSccrriippttuurree  iiss  oobbvviioouuss  iiff  wwee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  iittss  aauutthhoorr  wwhhoo  
iiss  tthhee  FFaatthheerr  ooff  lliigghhttss,,  aanndd  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ffoorr  wwhhiicchh  hhee  ggaavvee  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess,,  
tthhaatt  tthheeyy  sshhoouulldd  bbee  aa  rruullee  ooff  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  lliiffee..  SShhaallll  hhee  wwhhoo  mmaaddee  tthhee  ttoonngguuee  
nnoott  ssppeeaakk  cclleeaarrllyy??  

  IItt  iiss  aa  perfectperfect  rruullee..  NNootthhiinngg  iiss  nneecceessssaarryy  ttoo  bbee  tthhoouugghhtt,,  bbeelliieevveedd,,  oorr  
ddoonnee  bbuutt  wwhhaatt  wwee  ccaann  ffiinndd  tthheerree..  TThhuuss  22  TTiimm..  33::1166,,  PPss..  1199::77..  BBuutt  
wwee  hhaavvee  aallrreeaaddyy  iinnssiisstteedd  uuppoonn  tthhiiss  pprreevviioouussllyy..  
  IItt  iiss  tthhee  onlyonly  rruullee..  TThhiiss  iiss  iimmpplliieedd  bbyy  tthhee  ppeerrffeeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  rruullee..  WWee  
wwoouulldd  oonnllyy  nneeeedd  ssoommeetthhiinngg  aaddddiittiioonnaall  iiff  tthhee  WWoorrdd  wweerree  nnoott  aallrreeaaddyy  
ppeerrffeecctt..  TThhuuss  eevveerryytthhiinngg  mmuusstt  bbee  bbrroouugghhtt  ttoo  tthhiiss  ccaannoonn  ((IIssaaiiaahh  
88::2200))..  WWee  mmuusstt  ttrryy  aallll  oouurr  ttrraaddiittiioonnss  ((MMaatttthheeww  1155::33)),,  ssppiirriittss  aanndd  
rreevveellaattiioonnss  ((11  JJoohhnn  44::11)),,  aanndd  nnootthhiinngg  sshhaallll  bbee  aaddddeedd  ttoo  iitt  ((PPrroovv..  
3300::66;;  RReevv..  2222::1188;;  DDtt..  1122::3322))..  

IInnffeerreenncceess  
  TThhee  ooppiinniioonnss  ooff  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  ffaatthheerrss,,  ddeeccrreeeess  ooff  ccoouunncciillss,,  
aaccttss  ooff  aasssseemmbblliieess,,  ccoovveennaannttss,,  aanndd  mmiinniisstteerr’’ss  sseerrmmoonnss,,  
aarree  nnoott  tthhee  rruullee  ooff  ffaaiitthh  ttoo  uuss;;  nnoorr  ccaann  aannyy  ooff  tthheemm  bbiinndd  uuss  
bbuutt  aass  tthheeyy  aarree  aaggrreeeeaabbllee  ttoo  aanndd  aann  eexxpprreessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  
WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd,,  bbyy  wwhhiicchh  aallll  ooff  tthheemm  mmuusstt  bbee  jjuuddggeedd  aanndd  
ttrriieedd  ((IIssaaiiaahh  88::2200))..  

  TTrraannssllaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccoommmmoonn  llaanngguuaaggee  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  iiss  aa  nneecceessssiittyy  
wwhheerreevveerr  tthhee  ggoossppeell  ccoommeess..  HHooww  ccoouulldd  tthhee  uunnlleeaarrnneedd  ootthheerrwwiissee  kknnooww  tthheemm??  

  TThhiiss  sshhoouulldd  aallssoo  ggiivvee  uuss  aa  jjuusstt  aabbhhoorrrreennccee  ooff  tthhee  ssuuppeerrssttiittiioonn  ooff  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  bbeelliieevvee  
eevveerryy  aacctt  sshhoouulldd  bbee  jjuuddggeedd  bbyy  nnaattuurraall  ccoonnsscciieennccee  aalloonnee  wwiitthhoouutt  rreeffeerreennccee  ttoo  tthhee  
wwrriitttteenn  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd..  

  WWee  sshhoouulldd  aallssoo  aabbhhoorr  eevveerryy  cceerreemmoonnyy  aaddddeedd  bbyy  tthhee  wwiitt  aanndd  wwiissddoomm  ooff  mmeenn..  SSuucchh  
cceerreemmoonniieess  iimmppllyy  tthhee  iimmppeerrffeeccttiioonn  aanndd  iinnssuuffffiicciieennccyy  ooff  SSccrriippttuurree..  NNoo  hhoollyy  ddaayyss  bbuutt  tthhee  
LLoorrdd’’ss  DDaayy,,  nnoo  ssaaccrraammeennttss  bbuutt  bbaappttiissmm  aanndd  tthhee  LLoorrdd’’ss  SSuuppppeerr,,  nnoo  ooffffiicceess  iinn  tthhee  
cchhuurrcchh  bbuutt  tthhoossee  iinnssttiittuutteedd  bbyy  CChhrriisstt  aanndd  tthhee  aappoossttlleess..  WWee  mmuusstt  nnoott  wwoorrsshhiipp  GGoodd  iinn  
wwhhoorriisshh  ggaarrmmeennttss,,  bbuutt  iinn  tthhee  wwhhiittee  lliinneenn  ooff  hhiiss  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss..  
  FFiinnaallllyy,,  tthheerree  iiss  aann  iimmpplliieedd  eexxhhoorrttaattiioonn  ttoo  ssttuuddyy  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSccrriippttuurreess..  
RReeaadd  tthheemm  iinn  yyoouurr  ffaammiilliieess,,  aanndd  rreeaadd  tthheemm  iinn  sseeccrreett..  CCrryy  oouutt  ttoo  tthhee  
HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt  wwhhoo  ddiiccttaatteedd  tthheemm,,  ttoo  ccaauussee  yyoouu  ttoo  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthheemm..  



DDoo  nnoott  kkiissss  tthhee  ccoovveerr  aanndd  llaayy  yyoouurr  BBiibbllee  oonn  aa  sshheellff,,  aass  ttoooo  mmaannyy  ssoo--
ccaalllleedd  PPrrootteessttaannttss  ddoo  iinn  tthhiiss  ddaayy,,  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  dduusstt  wwiillll  bbee  aa  wwiittnneessss  
aaggaaiinnsstt  yyoouu  iinn  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  jjuuddggmmeenntt..  PPrriizzee  tthhee  BBiibbllee  aabboovvee  aallll  ootthheerr  
bbooookkss,,  aass  yyoouu  pprriizzee  tthhee  AAuutthhoorr  hhiimmsseellff..  RReemmeemmbbeerr  tthhaatt  iitt  sshhoowwss  
yyoouu  tthhee  wwaayy  ooff  ssaallvvaattiioonn,,  aass  aa  llaammpp  aanndd  aa  lliigghhtt..  


	The Divine Authority of Scripture in the Old and New Testaments
	 We shall follow the outline:
	 What do we mean by the Old and New Testaments?
	 What are the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments?
	 The Necessity of Scriptures.
	 That these Scriptures and no others are the very Words of God
	 Deduce some inferences for living


	What Is Meant By Old And New Testament?
	 At root, it is the covenant of grace which is called a “testament” and is properly a “testamentary covenant.” It is testamentary because there are no preconditions necessary for the participants.
	 Christ is the testator; He made the testament, and confirmed it with his death. 
	 The Spirit of Christ drew the testament, dictating it to the holy penman. 
	 This testament of Christ’s is one and the same as to substance, though sometimes more clearly revealed than at other times.
	 The Old Testament is the more obscure draft of Christ’s will, and the New Testament is the more clear one. Thus they only differ in circumstances, while the substance of both are one and the same; one Mediator and Testator, one legacy or promise of remission of sin and eternal life, one faith as the way of obtaining it, and one “rule of the house” or law to govern it.

	What are the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament?
	 The scriptures of the Old Testament are those which begin with Genesis, and end with Malachi; and the scriptures of the New Testament are those which begin with Matthew, and end with the Revelation.

	The Necessity of Scripture
	 General revelation so-called:
	 Does not reveal that there is no salvation outside Christ (Acts 4:12; 1 Cor. 3:11).
	 Does not reveal that the only way to God is by faith (Mark 16:16; John 3:16; 17:3).
	 And there can be no faith in or knowledge of Christ except by special revelation of him in Scripture.
	 Scripture is therefore necessary for our salvation.

	 General Revelation is insufficient:
	 Those who have only nature’s light, and do not enjoy divine revelation, are without God and hope (Eph. 2:12).
	 But those who are without God and hope cannot glorify God and enjoy him.
	 Therefore we must have Scriptures in order to fulfill our chief end.

	 This necessity for Scripture is laid not only upon the novice in Christianity, but also for all those who would perfect holiness in the fear of God. The Scripture is written for all indifferently and without discrimination (Col. 3:16).
	 Even those who are mature will find enough in Scripture to provoke them to further growth. Thus the Psalmist, “Open thou mine eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law,” Ps. 119:18.
	 It is but blindness for some to pretend that Scripture is for the weaker sort and that the “more perfect” must follow the Spirit; for if that “spirit” teaches anything contrary to the written word, it is a spirit of darkness and not of light (Isa. 8:20). If it teaches another doctrine than we have received in Scripture, it is anathema (Gal. 1:8).
	  “No skill or wisdom of men representing them in the clearest point of view, nor all the power of the most elaborate and persuasive reasonings, can produce this effect. This work is the province of the Spirit of God, which he accomplishes by an internal illumination of the mind, giving blinded sinners a saving discovery of divine truths; by powerfully subduing man’s obstinate will, and enabling cheerfully and readily to obey the will of God and the authority of Christ; and by working on our affections, exciting in us ardent desires after God and Christ, and a high esteem of divine truth, and removing the prejudices in our minds against it, and opening our hearts to receive the word and comply with the design thereof.” – Thomas Boston, A Body of Divinity

	The Word of God
	 Christ is God’s Personal Word, but the Scriptures are his written word (Hos. 1:2, etc.).
	 Consider,
	 The antiquity of some of them, which are more ancient than any human writings and give us a history of the world and mankind such as could be known only to God himself, viz. the creation of the world; for how could men tell what was before men had being and thus it could not be passed down unless actually revealed by one who was present.

	 Consider, further:
	 The preservation of it until this very day, notwithstanding the malice of devils and wicked men against it. If it had not been of God, it could not have continued until now, considering the attempts that have been made to destroy it.
	 The candor and sincerity of the penman of the writings. They honestly declared what was delivered and received from God, plainly tell their own faults as well as those of others, and every way write as men who are born along by the Spirit of God.

	 Consider, further:
	 The exact fulfillment of Scripture prophecies. 
	 Isaiah prophesied that a man named Cyrus would deliver the Jews from captivity, not only before the captivity ever took place but more than 100 years before Cyrus was even born.
	 Jeremiah, a little before the captivity began, prophesied the exact duration of it.
	 How all the prophecies of the OT point to Christ and how he fulfilled them all.

	 Consider, further:
	 The blood of the martyrs who confirmed the divinity of the book when they joyfully laid down their lives for the truth of it; in which it is apparent that they were carried above what human power alone could do.
	 The Scriptures have been confirmed by many incontrovertible miracles:
	 Many miracles wrought by Moses, Christ, apostles
	 These miracles confirmed the doctrine they taught
	 They were done in the presence of witnesses


	 Reason, as follows:
	 Scriptures must be from either the creature or from God. If from creatures, then from either angels or men. Not from good angels, for they would not so cheat as to claim the word is from God. Not from devils, for the doctrine of Scripture overthrows their kingdom, pronounces their doom, uncovers their malice, brings men out of their service. By the same reason we may eliminate good and bad men from authorship. The only possibility remaining is that the Scriptures are from God and directly inspired by him.

	 Reasons From Within Scripture Itself
	 The heavenliness of the matter of the scripture
	 The efficacy of the doctrine, in its convincing and searching the conscience
	 The majesty and sublimity of the style
	 The consent of all the parts of scripture
	 The scope of the whole scriptures, which is to give all glory to God
	 The full disclosure it makes of the way of man’s salvation
	 The entire perfection of the scripture; 
	 That is, the whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man’s salvation, faith and life, is either expressly set down in scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced from scripture.



	Heavenliness of the Matter
	 Thus they are called “holy” (Rom 1:2) and are “pure” and “purified” (Ps. 12:6).
	 The sublime mysteries therein revealed, which nature ever so much elevated could never attain to the discovery of, such as the holy Trinity, the incarnation of the Son, and the spiritual and covenantal union between believers and Christ
	 The most exact holiness of its precepts, commanding all holiness, and forbidding all impurity of heart and life under the pain of damnation; and that so universally, as all the writings of philosophers have come far short of.


	Efficacy of its Doctrine
	 In its convincing and searching (Heb. 4:12)
	 In converting the soul from its most beloved lusts, even when crosses are all that are promised (Ps. 19:7)
	 In rejoicing the heart under the deepest distresses (Ps. 19:8)
	 This efficacy lies not in the bare words, letters, or syllables, which have no other power than to signify the things; but it is the ordinary means which the Spirit makes use of for these ends, without which it will be but a dead letter.

	Majesty of Style
	 An elevated and grand diction runs through many passages of the Scriptures, particularly in the books of Moses, some parts of the Psalms, in the book of Job, and the writings of the prophets.
	 There is something so truly majestic and sublime, so grand and magnificent in the style of the sacred writings, as has forced heathen philosophers to acknowledge it, and select passages there from as instances of the truly sublime.
	 At the same time let it be observed, that there is nothing affected, no flights of false eloquence, no exertions of a luxuriant genius, no labored strokes of a warm imagination, no forced images, no distorted metaphors, no quaint allusions, or unnatural comparisons which are frequently found in the most admired productions of ancient and modern writers; but the utmost plainness and perspicuity, a noble simplicity, and an elegant familiarity, level to the capacity of the illiterate, reign throughout the sacred volume.

	Consent of the Parts
	 Scripture written by many men over a long time
	 Yet precepts, narratives, and designs all agree
	 Many “modern” writers claim that the Scriptures contain discrepancies of fact and even internal contradictions
	 We maintain that all such discrepancies and seeming contradictions can be resolved with some basic principles
	 There is nothing in Scripture that is unimportant. That being true, we must reconcile every passage with every other passage. No contradictions can be entertained as finally unresolved or irresolvable.
	 The authors of Scripture were guided by the Spirit of God in everything they wrote (2 Peter 1:20-21)
	 Since all Scripture is given by inspiration of God (2 Tim. 3:16), not of private interpretation (origin), nor came by the will of man, but holy men were moved by the Holy Ghost, then what is the source of the error or contradiction? If Scripture is the word of God, then it must be altogether pure (Psa. 19:7-8).
	 If there are errors or contradictions in Scripture, then it cannot be trusted as a foundation for a sure and divine faith, for a fallible testimony can only sustain a fallible faith.
	 But if the Scriptures are fallible, then we have no certain way of determining which are true and which false. Which contradictory witness should we then believe? We are left with nothing but our own opinion as though Scripture did not exist as an authority at all.
	 We refuse to believe that there are any real inconsistencies or contradictions in the holy oracles of God. Whatever seeming inconsistencies or contradictions may exist, they may be reconciled and most or all have actually been reconciled in years past such that it will satisfy any sober person, whose writings and commentaries may be consulted on any particular passage.
	 It is a high arrogance to maintain that because one person cannot reconcile a seeming difficulty that therefore no one can do so.

	The Scope of the Whole Scriptures
	 The design throughout is to give glory to God: to exalt none but the infinite majesty of heaven, to humble all mankind, and empty them of themselves that God’s grace may be all, and men in themselves nothing, but entirely dependent upon the mercy of God in Jesus Christ.
	 Who could ever have told of the Son of God dying for the sins of the elect of mankind, and have made a disclosure of the way of salvation by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone?
	 But Scripture has made this plan well known and has at the same time made every opposing “way” repugnant to believers.
	 The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man’s salvation, faith, and life is either expressly set down in Scripture or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced from Scripture.
	 Some things are clearly expressed in Scripture in so many words, as “thou shalt not kill.”

	Good And Necessary Consequence
	 If one can prove anything to be true from good and necessary consequence from the Scripture, it is as binding upon the conscience as if it were expressly set down in so many words.
	 Good and necessary consequence is included in the sense and meaning of words. Words without meaning are no longer signs of anything.
	 Example: If I invite someone to come close to a fire, it is a good and necessary consequence that my meaning is that he should be warmed or make use of its light.
	 Similarly, the Scriptures are designed to give us hope (Romans 15:4), but this cannot be obtained without the use of consequences. And the Scriptures are profitable for doctrine (2 Tim. 3:16), but can only be profitable if we know the meaning and consequence of the words. Good and necessary consequence must therefore bind the conscience if we would be “throughly furnished.”
	 Consider that the great fundamental article of the faith, that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah (Christ), before the New Testament was written, could not be proved to the Jews by express Scripture testimony, but by good and necessary consequence. Yet Christ told them that there could not be any salvation apart from such a belief, for he said “If ye believe not that I am he (Messiah), ye shall die in your sins” (John 8:24).
	 Our Lord Jesus himself, while he would prove the fundamental article of the faith regarding the resurrection of the dead against the Sadducees of his day, did not adduce a text that said so in express words, that the dead shall rise again, but proved it from good consequence, yet no less truly or firmly than if he had produced an express text for it, Matthew 12:32.
	 And it is no less evident that the apostles followed his example in this method, as in treating the resurrection of Christ, Acts 2:25, or of the resurrection of all mankind, 1 Cor. 15, and of the justification of a sinner before God in the epistles to the Romans and Galatians.
	 To reject all argument from consequence, one must either show that Scripture condemns the practice by adducing some express text to that effect or admit that he only knows one may not argue from consequence by himself using an argument from consequence.
	 If one were to say that Scripture leaves such a matter indifferent, then he cannot lawfully condemn an “indifferent” or “neutral” practice.
	 Refusing to admit good and necessary consequence overturns all religion: law and gospel, faith and practice. Without it, it cannot be proved that this person or that person is required to keep God’s commandments or believe the gospel. There is no text saying “John Smith must keep the law” or “Joe Brown must believe the gospel.” Rather the Scripture presents us with a universal premise: “All men must keep the law.” But then we provide the minor premise, “John Smith is a man.” We then conclude by good and necessary consequence that John Smith must keep the law of God.

	The Scriptures Are A Perfect Rule of Faith And Practice
	Or, “Scripture contains the whole counsel of God concerning things necessary for his own glory, man’s salvation, and is either expressly set down or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced therefrom.”
	 God has expressly forbidden adding anything to his word; therefore it needs no addition; but what needs no addition is perfect. Therefore the word of God is a perfect rule.
	 Deut. 4:32
	 Prov. 30:6
	 Rev. 22:18

	 Ps 19:8 specifically asserts that the law of the Lord is “perfect.” In that Psalm we may learn:
	 It converts the soul
	 It makes the simple wise
	 It rejoices the heart
	 It enlightens the eyes (understanding)

	 2 Tim. 3:15 maintains that Scripture is able to make one “wise unto salvation.” But how can it do so unless it contains everything necessary for salvation?
	 Consider the end for which Scriptures were written, “that believing men might have life” (John 20:31) and “through patience and comfort of the Scriptures they might have hope” (Romans 15:4). If anything necessary to salvation were not in the Scriptures, then they could not answer the end for which they were written.
	 The Lord Jesus taught his disciples all that he had heard of the Father, viz. those things necessary for their salvation (John 15:15) and for making them his friends.
	 He commissioned the church to teach his commandments even to the end of the world (Matthew 28:20). But this they cannot do with a living voice, so they do so through the Scriptures. And if the apostles would write of such things as what day of the week the money for the poor should be set aside, then how could they have neglected more weighty matters?
	 Finally, the nature of the Scriptures teaches us their perfection. For if they were not perfect then they cannot be the only rule, because a rule must always be commensurate to the thing regulated. But nothing is to be added, which makes them the only rule. So as the only rule, they must also be a perfect rule.

	Inferences
	 The authors of Scripture were perfect penmen because under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, even in things of the least importance (2 Tim. 4:13). Far less is there any real contradiction or error because the authors were all guided by the omniscient Holy Spirit.
	 The power the Holy Scriptures have to bind the conscience does not come from the church or even from the authors. Rather because God alone is lord of the conscience, he alone has authority to bind it and does so by means of the Scriptures.
	 The church is built upon the Scriptures and not vice versa (Eph. 2:20). This foundation is doctrinal, not personal. The superstructure depends upon the foundation; the foundation does not rest upon the superstructure.
	 If the authority of the Scriptures depended upon the church, then our faith would be built upon human testimony, which is fallible. We believe we know the church when it proclaims the Scriptures, and not the other way round. Human testimony can be the foundation of divine faith.
	 How can any prove that the church is to be believed except by the testimony of the Scriptures? But that would be to say that Scriptures are primary. And this gives us our point.
	 Either the church has a reason to believe the Scriptures or not. If so, then let the reason be given. If not, then we should not accept them.
	 The Scripture is God’s own Word (2 Tim. 3:16). How blasphemous is it, then, to maintain that the Word of God depends upon the word of men! One may as well say that God has his authority from the church.
	 The Scriptures are “self-authenticating,” therefore. They do not, in the final analysis, depend upon the testimony of men for their validity and veracity. The Scripture evidences itself to be the very Word of God. The Word is in itself a lamp and a light and needs no other light to be shed upon it.
	 The Holy Spirit bears witness to our spirit that we have full assurance in the Word of God. Thus “great scholars” may be less persuaded of God’s truth than common tradesmen. The sun is sufficient light whether blind men can see it or not.


	The Necessity Of Inward Illumination
	 Matthew 16:17
	 1 Cor. 2:10-12
	 If the Spirit of God takes this illumination to himself as his proper work, how can any other arrogate the work to himself, as if he were fit by nature to do it?
	 But if we cannot do it for ourselves, we can certainly not do it for another.
	 There is an utter inability in man by nature to know savingly the things of God. They are above his capacity and beyond it. This is plain from 1 Cor. 2:14, where not only the act of receiving them is denied to natural men, but the very power of discerning them; and the reason given is “because they are spiritually discerned” and the natural man lacks the necessary equipment.
	 The spiritual man, however, has precisely the discernment needed (v. 15). 
	 If it were natural ability that gave men the power to discern the things of the Spirit, then surely the most educated and intelligent men would have the most insight. But that is not the case, which is clear from 1 Cor. 1:20, 26-28.
	 This same point is brought out by Christ in Matthew 11:25ff. 
	 God has placed this treasure in earthen vessels so that men might praise God, knowing that it is the power of God and not the power of the preacher’s persuasion; not the act of the messenger, but of the Spirit of God, gives true understanding of Scripture.
	 Apart from saving illumination, the natural man regards the things of God to be “foolishness” (1 Cor. 2:14). Even the converted, when without the actual influence of the Spirit, are not far from reckoning as they do who are natural men, as in the case of the apostles, looking on the account brought to them of the resurrection as an idle tale (Luke 24:11). How much more, then, men who are altogether destitute of the Spirit?
	 The Lord promises his Spirit to the end that men may be taught to know the truths of God savingly, Ezek. 36:26; John 14:16-17; and John 16:12-13. If we were furnished already to know the truths of God apart from the Spirit, then it would be vanity to promise the Spirit. 
	 The prayers of the saints for this illumination prove its necessity, Ps. 119:18; Eph. 1:17-18; Col. 1:19. And they pray in this way because they are very conscious of the need for it.
	 Finally, consider John 6:45 “And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and learned of the Father, cometh unto me.” Here “coming to Christ” means having justifying faith in him. But there is a promise that every last one who hears comes. This cannot therefore refer to an external teaching, hearing, or learning. For many who thus hear never come. Instead it refers to an inward teaching that comes in such a way that the learner believes in Christ. And all those who hear in such a way do actually come to Christ, according to this passage.


	The Scriptures As Our Rule
	The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy God.

	The Properties of God’s Rule
	 It is a perspicuous or clear rule. Not all things in Scripture are equally plain either in themselves or to all men, yet those things which are necessary to be known, believed, and observed for salvation, are so clearly propounded and opened in some place of Scripture or other, that not only the learned, but the unlearned, in a due use of ordinary means, may attain unto a sufficient understanding of them.
	 Some portions of Scripture, it must be admitted are somewhat obscure and difficult to interpret, but in such things as are necessary to salvation the Scriptures are very clear. In this respect, it has been said that the Scriptures are of such a depth that a lamb may wade in them, but an elephant may also swim in them.
	 Though some of the difficult doctrines of the faith that are necessary to salvation are so high that we can never fully comprehend them, yet the way of Scripture’s teaching them is very clear.
	 While it may be that something necessary to salvation is obscurely spoken of in one place, yet in some other place we will find that doctrine clearly taught.
	 By the “unlearned” we do not mean the unconverted, for we have already learned that the inward illumination of the Holy Spirit is necessary for a right understanding of the Scriptures. Rather, we mean simply that the unlearned Christian may use the appointed means (preaching, reading, hearing, memorizing, etc) and come to a sufficient understanding of the Scriptures to live a godly and productive life to the Lord.
	 The Scripture teaches its own perspicuity in this sense. It is called a lamp and a light, Ps. 119:105. Its very entrance gives light, Ps. 119:130. Thus Prov. 6:23. The Apostle Peter also calls Holy Scriptures a light (2 Pet. 1:19) and particularly the word of prophecy, or the prophetic word, which of all the Scripture seems often to be most dark. Yet he calls it a light shining in a dark place, showing that where it shines, though the place be dark, yet the Word dispels the darkness.
	 God has given his Word in such a way that its commands are not far from the understanding; the lowliest believer has no reason to complain of the difficulty of it in things necessary to salvation. Thus Dt. 30:11ff., “For this command which I command thee this day, is not hidden from thee, etc.” And it continues, “But the Word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.”
	 If all things necessary to salvation must be understood by all Christians, then the Scriptures must be clear even to the lowliest believer. But the former is true. 1 Cor. 2:15, “He that is spiritual judgeth all things” and 1 John 2:20, 27, “Ye have an unction from the holy One, and ye know all things. The anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you; but the same anointing teacheth you of all things.”
	 Consider to whom John was writing; not only to learned men and great theologians, but to all believers, even to “little children.” This is because “if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”
	 Of unbelievers, Paul said that the things necessary to salvation were hidden from them, because the god of this world has blinded their eyes (2 Cor. 4:4). As for others, God himself has taught them (2 Cor. 4:6, cf. John 6:45).
	 God promised to write his law on his people’s hearts, and that he must himself teach them to know him (Jer. 31:33, 34). Therefore Scripture must be perspicuous in things that are necessary for knowing God, for that which is written on our hearts cannot be other than clear to us and that which God actually teaches us can no longer be obscure to us.
	 If the Scriptures are not so clear in themselves so that they require the church or its magistracy to teach us it right interpretation, then our faith must ultimately be resolved in the testimony of men; but that cannot be, for human testimony is not infallible or authoritative in itself and cannot therefore give divine faith or infallible persuasion.
	 Finally, the perspicuity of Scripture is obvious if we consider its author who is the Father of lights, and the purpose for which he gave the Scriptures, that they should be a rule of faith and life. Shall he who made the tongue not speak clearly?

	 It is a perfect rule. Nothing is necessary to be thought, believed, or done but what we can find there. Thus 2 Tim. 3:16, Ps. 19:7. But we have already insisted upon this previously.
	 It is the only rule. This is implied by the perfection of the rule. We would only need something additional if the Word were not already perfect. Thus everything must be brought to this canon (Isaiah 8:20). We must try all our traditions (Matthew 15:3), spirits and revelations (1 John 4:1), and nothing shall be added to it (Prov. 30:6; Rev. 22:18; Dt. 12:32).

	Inferences
	 The opinions of the church fathers, decrees of councils, acts of assemblies, covenants, and minister’s sermons, are not the rule of faith to us; nor can any of them bind us but as they are agreeable to and an expression of the Word of God, by which all of them must be judged and tried (Isaiah 8:20).
	 Translations of the Scriptures into the common language of the people is a necessity wherever the gospel comes. How could the unlearned otherwise know them?
	 This should also give us a just abhorrence of the superstition of those who believe every act should be judged by natural conscience alone without reference to the written Word of God.
	 We should also abhor every ceremony added by the wit and wisdom of men. Such ceremonies imply the imperfection and insufficiency of Scripture. No holy days but the Lord’s Day, no sacraments but baptism and the Lord’s Supper, no offices in the church but those instituted by Christ and the apostles. We must not worship God in whorish garments, but in the white linen of his institutions.
	 Finally, there is an implied exhortation to study the Holy Scriptures. Read them in your families, and read them in secret. Cry out to the Holy Spirit who dictated them, to cause you to understand them. Do not kiss the cover and lay your Bible on a shelf, as too many so-called Protestants do in this day, for their dust will be a witness against you in the great judgment. Prize the Bible above all other books, as you prize the Author himself. Remember that it shows you the way of salvation, as a lamp and a light.


