
BOOK OF EZRA
RESPONSIBLE GIVING RESTORED

EZRA 2:68-70

Introduction
There were a couple of terrible things that happened in the art world a few
years back that you may remember were in the news.  One was when a vandal
ran into an art museum in Amsterdam with a knife. His target was a priceless
Rembrandt painting which he slashed to ribbons.  Just a short time later, there
was another vandal who somehow got into St. Peter’s Cathedral in Rome with
a hammer. He took his hammer and began to smash Michelangelo’s beautiful
sculpture of Mary holding the crucified body of Jesus called The Pieta. Many
thought that those two pieces of art were lost forever. The painting was
shredded and tattered and torn. The statue was defaced and broken.  It
appeared that the only thing they were good for was the garbage! But because
of the hands of some of the most gifted artists and experts available, those
masterpieces were eventually restored. 

Nearly 70 years before, Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed the temple in
Jerusalem. To look at it then, you would have thought there was no way to
restore it. But God had a plan. 

Even though the people had been disobedient and subsequently punished for
their disobedience, God had a plan for their restoration as well as the temple’s
restoration! 

God’s resources— the vessels of the house of the LORD that would be
needed—had been restored.  God had now restored a remnant by providing all
the different kinds of people He chose to perform His work!  Now we see that
it’s time for God to restore the people’s responsibility. 

God’s restorations up until this point have all taken place in Babylon. But now
they have arrived in Jerusalem.  Scripture says nothing of their journey. Even
though it was a journey of around 1000 miles, the Bible is silent about the trip. 

As a matter of fact all it says about the trip is in verse 68:  “When they came.” 

Now we see that they had physically arrived in Jerusalem after one very long
and, no doubt, hard journey, but they still had a great task before them!  
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Just because they were done with the journey, that didn’t mean they were
prepared for what lay ahead!   That long journey was just one step in the
process of restoration! 

As a matter of fact it was such an insignificant step along the way that in
God’s eyes it didn’t even merit giving any details—Just three words in the
Biblical text!

But understand that it was the first step of obedience as God’s called out
remnant!  But that was just the first step of many that it would take!  There
were more responsibilities that came with their decision to do God’s will! 

It’s a sad thing that there are so many people today who think that all that’s
involved in being a Christian is simply walking an aisle or praying a sinner’s
prayer! 

That might be the way you came to salvation, but that’s not the end of it!  
It’s really just the first few words in your Christian testimony. Just like the
people in our text tonight, that first journey isn’t the extent of it!

There are responsibilities that come with being a Christian! That’s what I want
us to see today!  None of us have arrived to the end of our Christian journey!
If we had, we wouldn’t be here any more!  God has left us here for a reason!  

And the Lord wants us to eagerly and joyfully fulfill our responsibilities as
Christians!  One of those responsibilities is in the area of our giving!

I. WE SEE THE EXAMPLE OF RESPONSIBLE GIVING!  (Vs 68)
Verse 68 points out “some of the chief of the fathers” as examples.

A pastor was standing and greeting people as they were exiting the
service one Sunday when he finished preaching.  A little boy came up
to him. The little boy reached in his pocket and pulled out a 5-dollar
bill and put it into the pastor’s hand. The pastor smiled at the boy and
said, “Son, I can’t take that from you. If you want to give it to the Lord,
go ahead and put it in the offering plate.” 
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The boy looked up at him and said, “I don’t want to give it to the Lord,
I want to give it to you.” The pastor smiled again and asked him,
“Well, why do you want to give it to me?” The boy said, “Because in
Sunday School we learned that Jesus wants us to give money to help
the poor. And my daddy says that you’re the poorest preacher he’s
ever heard.” 

There were two examples at work there!  The Sunday School teacher
was being a good example and the Dad wasn’t being such a great
example! 

It was the same way here in our passage.  The text indicates that it
was just some, not all of the chief fathers. 

So, in other words, some of the family heads lined up to give an
offering so that the temple could be rebuilt! They did what the head
of the family is supposed to do! They led their families the way they
were supposed to! They led them by example! They stood up and
accepted the financial responsibility of rebuilding the temple! 

Not much is made in the text of those who didn’t. We don’t know how
many did or how many didn’t. That’s probably because God doesn’t
really need our money!  He doesn’t depend on our giving! But God
still gives us the responsibility of giving!  And when we don’t give
like we should, we’re the real losers!

These heads of their families fulfilled their responsibility! And by
doing so, they were an example to others!  

By the way, there is a difference between being showy in your
giving and being an example!  In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
said that our right hand is not to know what our left hand is giving! 
If you will remember, that was because the religious leaders of His day
would make a big deal about the amount of money they were giving! 
They would use the excuse that they were being an example to the
people, but they were really doing it out of pride! 
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That’s not being an example in giving! Being an example in giving is
doing just what these people were doing!

II. WE SEE THE LOCATION OF RESPONSIBLE GIVING! (Vs 68)
We can see that in the middle part of verse 68 how that those who gave
an example by their giving,  gave in a particular location—“when they
came to the house of the Lord.”

Remember, this is after those three little words we talked about earlier.
—“when they came.”  They had already traveled some 1000 miles or
so from Babylon to Jerusalem. So here they were. Standing in the place
where the house of the Lord had previously been... and would be
again—filling up the offering plates. 

The Jewish historian Josephus wrote that when the temple was
destroyed, the king of Babylon specifically sent the commander of his
army to perform the task. He wanted someone who would do the job
right. And he certainly did. 

First, he pillaged it. He cleaned it out and had people carry off all the
vessels of God that we talked about in Chapter 1. And then when
everything of value had been stripped from it, he burned what would
burn!  But that still wasn’t good enough for him. He wasn’t satisfied to
leave it as a smoldering ruin. Because after he burned it, he leveled it! 

Josephus says that it was laid even with the ground. And that’s the
rubble pile these people were standing on. 

But look at what they called it. They still called it the house of the
Lord!  It certainly wasn’t much to look at, but it was the place that
God had set aside as His house! And they knew that was the place
where they were to give their money!  
In our day and time in this Church age we live in, God calls each of us
to be part of a local Church body! And that local Church body is where
our tithes and offerings belong!  Does that mean we can’t support other
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ministries?  No it doesn’t!   But understand that the tithe belongs in
your local Church!  And also, we should not give to other ministries to
the detriment of our own local Church! 

Our priority in giving is to be our local Church!  The location of
responsible giving is our local house of the Lord!

Whether that local house is a pile of burned out rubble that needs to be
rebuilt or it’s the finest facility imaginable. The shape of the house
doesn’t determine the responsibility for giving!  Being part of the
house determines responsibility for giving! 

These facilities we are meeting in are what God has given us, though
humble they may seem to some!  But the fact that God has given us
these facilities should have no bearing on our giving. Our giving
should be because He has been gracious enough to call each of us here! 

This is our responsible location of giving, not somewhere else! 
God supplies the needs of His local Church bodies through the tithes
and offerings of the people He calls to those local Church bodies. Not
through any other means!  That is the only way He has provided! 

When we come to the house of the Lord, we are to give so that God’s
work can be accomplished here!

III. WE SEE THE ATTITUDE OF RESPONSIBLE GIVING!  
(Vs 68b-69a)
We can see the people’s attitude toward giving in the last part of verse
68 and the first part of verse 69. They gave their offerings freely and
they gave after their ability!

That is the attitude of responsible giving!  This goes back to where
they were. Picture them standing there in the middle of that rubble pile. 

Verse 68b doesn’t say that they had a business meeting to decide
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where their money was going to be spent and then they gave.  Nope! 

Verse 68 says that they gave freely. That word literally means it was
a “freewill offering.” 

It’s used 17 times in the Old Testament and not one time will you find
that is it dependant on any outside circumstances!  In other words, a
freewill offering is exactly that! It is given freely with NO strings
attached! 

Does that mean that we aren’t to have say about how the Church
money gets spent? Of course not. What it does mean is that the people
who were standing in the middle of the rubble there in Jerusalem didn’t
have to know all the details before they decided to give!

They gave freely, knowing that they were giving to the Lord!  They
weren’t giving to a building, or to a specific program, or to a pet
project. They gave freely to the Lord! 

But in giving to the Lord, notice that they weren’t all expected to give
the same amount.  Verse 69 says that they gave according to their
ability!

That is, they gave according to their actual ability—not their perceived
ability! That’s where I think we sometimes get off track when we talk
about tithing!  Yes, tithing is Scriptural! 
There are many places in both the Old and New Testament where
tithing is the accepted minimum standard of giving!  Notice that I said
minimum! 

So what does it mean to give “after your ability?”  The Lord doesn’t
want people to starve to death. He doesn’t want us to leave our bills
unpaid. But at the same time, tithing is the only thing Scripture tells us
to test God in!  
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Malachi 3:10 – “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there
may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the
LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” 

That is the only area in which God tells us to test Him.  But it doesn’t
necessarily just stop there. Giving after our ability might stop with our
tithe, but not necessarily. The responsible attitude of giving is giving
like the Macedonians did in 2 Corinthians 8:1-7. 

It’s giving like the men in our passage did! 

IV. WE SEE THE ABUNDANCE OF RESPONSIBLE GIVING!
(Vs 69)
We can see this in the amount of things they gave in verse 69.
“Threescore and one thousand drams of gold, and five thousand pound
of silver, and one hundred priests’ garments.”

May God help us not to look at what we give to God as ever being
too much!

We are to grow in our giving as God grows us and our income!
If we ever view it as too much, we need to realize that God can cut the
flow of blessings that come our way!

The point here is, that their gift was abundant. They didn’t skimp.
They saw the need and poured out their money abundantly! 

V. WE SEE THE PRIORITY OF RESPONSIBLE GIVING! (Vs 70)
These folks had just moved...around 1000 miles...no doubt they were
tired of traveling, but what was their priority here?

My wife and I have moved quite a few times in our married life. 
Every time that we have moved there is no questioning that one of our
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first priorities was finding a place to live.

But notice what these people’s top priority was. It was to take their
offerings to the temple!  They did that before they even found where
they were going to live!  That’s what I call having your priorities right!

What is your priority in giving to the Lord’s house? 
What place in your list of priorities does it fall into? Is it...
“Well, I’ll give to God after....(fill in the blank).” 

God is looking for our firstfruits—not our leftovers!  
He’s looking at the example we set before our family with our giving!
He’s looking at the location to where we’re giving!
He’s looking at the attitude we have when we give! 
He’s looking at the abundance that we give!  
He’s looking at the priority of our giving!

Talking about money in Church offends some people.  
Preaching on stewardship makes some folks mad or uncomfortable. 
Understand that the problem is usually not the preaching!
The problem is that they know their giving is NOT what it should be!

There is a remedy for that...they need to be obedient and start giving
the way God for them to give!
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