
Temptation: Jesus -- Is It Lust or Love 

Then what, what you gonna do -- And it aint really love and it aint really lust 
(January 22, 2021)  (Deuteronomy 30:15-20 KJV; Romans 7:15 KJV) 

 

Jesus address hypocrites:  Matthew 15:7-8 KJV   [Ye] hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, 

saying, (8) This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with [their] lips; 
but their heart is far from me. (Reference to Isaiah 29:13 KJV) (Hypocrites used by Jesus 18 times)  

● Chapter begins with Pharisees upset about not following religious rules (hand washing) 
● The teaching of verses 9-20: It is not what goes into a man (by mouth) but what comes out 

(by mouth) that defines a man’s heart; Jesus also touches on the doctrines and deceptions 
of man (“blind leaders of the blind”) vs the word/Word of God  

● Jesus is reprimanding the teachers -- not the hearers (Pharisees were offended) 
● But for us today: These verses should be a heart check-up for us individually  

The question of last week:  When do we get out of Romans 7:  Romans 7:15 KJV   For that which I 

do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. 
● Before Christ (BC):  We are born into the condemned group (John 3:18 KJV); we are controlled 

by the leader of the condemned group -- Prince of the Air (Ephesians 2:1-3 KJV) until Ephesians 
2:4-6 KJV   But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, (5) Even 
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 
(6) And hath raised [us] up together, and made [us] sit together in heavenly [places] in Christ 

Jesus:  If we believe and accept God’s Son as God and Savior  (Romans 10:8-13 KJV) 
● Eternal life: The battle Before Christ (BC) 
● Abundant life: The battle after Christ (AC) (After dominion of Christ (AD)):  John 10:10 KJV   The 

thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have 
life, and that they might have [it] more abundantly. 
● Jesus came to give life (the choice -- accepting the gift is the transfer from BC to AC):  

● Luke 19:10 KJV   For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. 
● Accepting the gift of eternal life brings the choice of abundant life: “and that they might 

have [it] more abundantly” 
● Never is the answer to the question:  BC: The battle is to keep you condemned;  AC: The battle 

is to keep you from abundant life 

The choice simplified:  Deuteronomy 30:15-20 KJV    See, I have set before thee this day life and 

good, and death and evil; (16) In that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to walk in 
his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live 
and multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it. (17) 
But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship other 
gods, and serve them; (18) I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, [and that] ye 
shall not prolong [your] days upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess it. (19) 
I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, [that] I have set before you life and death, 
blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live: (20) That thou 
mayest love the LORD thy God, [and] that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave 
unto him: for he [is] thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the land which the 
LORD sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them. 

● God’s request:  Choose life & good or death & evil -- life & blessing or death & cursing 
● God’s command:  Love the Lord; walk in His ways; keep commands and statutes 
● God’s judgments:  Recognize His power; if we turn away, hear not, be drawn away, worship 

other gods, serve other gods --  He will denounce, we will perish and days will be shortened  
● God’s blessing:  Live & multiply; we and our seed live and multiply; longer days  



Milk to meat -- Childhood to maturity:  (Testimonial of Reverend Charles Seet) 
● Unbelievers -- Before Christ (BC):  When I was a child, I did not understand what the worship 

service was all about. My parents brought me to church every Sunday and I enjoyed attending 
Sunday School. But after that I had to sit with my parents right through a worship service and 
frankly I thought it was quite boring. I was not interested in it and always looked forward to the 
closing hymn. In fact I must confess that there was a time I really dreaded weekends because it 
meant having to sit through another worship service.  

● Believers -- After Christ (AC):  But as I grew up and began to know God personally in my teenage 
years, I turned to Jesus Christ and asked Him to be my Lord and Saviour. Then I began to 
understand the significance of the elements of the worship service and appreciated them. 
Worship became something real, tangible and meaningful to me. I looked forward to each 
Sunday Worship Service - and saw it as a time of spiritual refreshment and blessing.  

The question today: Are we BC or AC -- have we lost the love or do our hearts burn: 
● To the BC:  Are we in love (hearts burn) for what the enemy has to offer; do we still love what 

we once loved; if we are disenchanted/disheartened, we are ripe for a change -- the choice of 
life & good -- life & blessing (Deuteronomy 30:15-20 KJV) 

● To the AC: Are we in love (hearts burn) for what God has to offer -- compare us to the two men 
on the road to Emmaus   Luke 24:31-32 KJV   And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; 
and he vanished out of their sight. (32) And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn 
within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures? 
● God’s warning: Revelation 2:4 KJV   Nevertheless I have [somewhat] against thee, because 

thou hast left thy first love.  (Our love has moved to occasional lust/affair with God) 
● Leaving “thy first love” leaves us vulnerable -- BC (positive)/AC (negative):  

● God warned:  Deuteronomy 30:17 KJV   But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt 
not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them; (18) I 
denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, [and that] ye shall not prolong 
[your] days upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess it. 

● Jesus warned:  Revelation 3:15-16 KJV   I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor 
hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. (16) So then because thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 

 
Are we lukewarm; in love or lust; burning hearts or religious; what is our foundation 

 
The question:  

Then what, what you gonna do -- And it aint really love and it aint really lust 
 

BC: No future/no eternal life    AC: No abundant life 
 

Worse: Pretenders/make-believers -- Think we are AC but are still BC 
 
 
 

Our prayer:  Psalm 51:12 KJV   Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me [with thy] 
free spirit. 
 
 


