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Introduction – We all have influencers in our lives. Maybe someone has an impact 
on your life for good and you want to emulate them, you want to make a positive 
impact on others as well. Maybe you’ve had a teacher or professor that was 
inspiring and helpful and you’ve thought to yourself, I want to be like that. 
 
Of course, there are those negative influencers that grab our attention at times as 
well. Maybe someone has a winsome personality but lives a life that distracts you 
from where your focus should be. We have all kinds of influencers around us from 
the clothes we like to wear to the sports we like to play.  
 
There are spiritual influencers in our lives too. We observe someone’s dedication 
to the Lord and love for others and we want to live out our faith to that same 
degree. Ill. MA Thomas. I remember thinking, I want to walk with the Lord like 
that! But we also have those in our lives that can draw us down the wrong path 
spiritually. It may be a relationship where one is not a believer and overtime the 
believer begins to compromise the faith in order to maintain the friendship. It 
may be a charismatic, charming, intellectual, magnetic personality that seems to 
have happiness and the answers to life but doesn’t really abide by the Word of 
God. Popularity sometimes blinds our view to how our influencers are directing 
away from the Lord. Therefore in every aspect of life, we need to be wise and 
discerning as to how far we allow others to influence our thinking, our behavior, 
and our faith. 
 
And none so much as what Jesus here calls the false prophet. As long as we are in 
this life there will be influencers around us that are there simply to take our eyes 
off of what true, biblical, saving faith is and what it looks like. That is precisely the 
point for the Sermon on the Mount. 
 

I. A False Prophet is Not Immediately Identifiable (v15) 
a. To know what a false prophet is we need to know what a true 

prophet is. There are really two functions of a prophetic ministry. 
First, there is the foretelling function, and that’s what most people 
think of when you hear the word prophet. A prophet is someone who 



foretells future events. This function is reserved for the office of the 
prophet. The Lord would speak to His prophet to communicate 
words of warning if they should not repent and words of blessing if 
they would repent. 

i. Now in this function, a false prophet would be easy to identify 
as the one who claimed certain, specific events would take 
place that never take place. That would be a false prophet 
because if the Lord truly spoke, the events would unfold just as 
the Lord spoke. 

ii. According to Ephesians 2:20, this function of foretelling no 
longer applies as we have entered the age of the church where 
God speaks to His people through His Word, His Spirit, and 
through the office of pastor in the church. 

b. The second function of a prophetic ministry though is forthtelling, 
that is, telling forth the truth of God. That function remains as 
teachers and pastors and parents and believers proclaim the truths 
of God from the Word of God. 

c. In this case a false prophet would be one who claims to speak the 
truth of God but his/her message does not line up with the Word of 
God. They are not forthtelling truth. They are forthtelling opinion, 
false ideas, and even worse, false messages about salvation. 

d. The issue here that Jesus warns us about is that these false prophets 
are not so easy to recognize at first because they appear to be one of 
us. They appear in sheep’s clothing. 

e. They use the same words we use, but they have very different 
meanings for those words. They claim to love Jesus, but their Jesus is 
not the Jesus we find in Scripture. They claim to hold to the Word of 
God, but their teaching comes from another source. They look and 
sound initially like a follower of God, but inwardly Jesus says they are 
ravenous wolves. 

f. That means, their influence and their teaching won’t save you. It will 
mislead you, misguide you, and eventually destroy you and your soul. 

g. So how are we to identify them if they look like sheep? 
 

II. Fruit Inspection is a Reliable Identifier (vv16-20) 
a. The fruit of their lives, the fruit of their ministry, the fruit of their 

teaching allows us to discern whether or not they are of the faith. 



b. Note the connection to 7:1. Judge not is not a blanket, general 
statement that means we are not to make any moral judgments 
whatsoever! Especially when it comes to false prophets! We better 
make discerning judgment because our souls and the souls of our 
children and the life of the church is at stake. There are wolves out 
there who will destroy us and lead us away from the faith if we allow 
them to be our influencers! 

c. Ways to identify a false prophet by their fruit. 
i. A false prophet always focuses the attention on himself rather 

than the Lord. He is the center of attention in his sermons, in 
his illustrations, in his scriptural examples, and in his day to day 
life rather than pointing others to Christ. 

1. 6:1,2,5,16 
ii. A false prophet will at some point deny a central, core truth 

about Christ. 
1. 1 John 4:1-3 

iii. A false prophet will somehow undermine the gospel message 
that we are saved through faith alone, by grace alone, in Christ 
alone. 

1. Galatians 1:6-9 
 


