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The New York Times has called Elon Musk "arguably the most successful 

and important entrepreneur in the world." The evidence they submit is that 

he's probably the only person who has started (not one… but four) billion-

dollar companies: PayPal, Tesla, SpaceX, and Solar City. But at his core, 

Musk is not a businessman or entrepreneur. He's an engineer, inventor 

and, as he puts it, "technologist."  

 

In an interview with Rolling Stone, Elon Musk was asked the following: 

 

Do you believe in God? 

 

I try to let the weight of evidence determine my opinion. 

Do you have a spiritual practice? 

Not really. I believe in science. 

What do you think happens when you die? 

I think you cease to exist. I hope I'm wrong in a positive way. But 
most likely, you're just gone. 

The story of Elon Musk is a continuation of our narrative… this morning… 

in the Book of Genesis.  He perfectly exemplifies Cain and his 

descendants.  (You see Elon Musk… Cain… and his descendants… 

sought to improve life… while rejecting God.)   

The rejectors of God in our passage today… tried to re-create much of 

Eden (which they had been expelled from)… through their own efforts.  

They had a restless pursuit to regain the peace and security that was once 

enjoyed back in Eden.  But they wanted to do it THEIR WAY… without 

God. 

https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/features/elon-musk-tesla-mars-twitter-twitter-dreams-morality-w512131
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Today we see the same thing… driving the world’s technologists… with 

their relentless pursuit of a man-made utopia (they are trying to achieve 

without God.)  Consider these thoughts of technologist - Max Tegmark… …  

Tegmark, an MIT professor and co-founder of The Future of Life Institute, 

looks forward to what he calls Life 3.0. Here's how he outlines his three 

stages of human development: 

• Life 1.0: Our biological origins 

• Life 2.0: Humanity develops culture and early technology 
• Life 3.0: The merging of the human body with artificial intelligence, 

with the potential for almost unimaginable power. 

 

Tegmark expresses why the human race is in need of this upgrade to Life 

3.0: 

 

“…Despite the most powerful technologies we have today, all life 
forms we know of remain fundamentally limited by their biological 
hardware. None can live for a million years, memorize all of 
Wikipedia, understand all known science, or enjoy spaceflight without 
a spacecraft. None can transform our largely lifeless cosmos into a 
diverse biosphere that will flourish for billions or trillions of years, 
enabling our universe to finally fulfill its potential and wake up fully. All 
this requires life to undergo a final upgrade to Life 3.0, which can 
design not only its software but also its hardware. In other words, Life 
3.0 is the master of its own destiny, finally fully free from its 
evolutionary shackles.” 

What has Tegmark set his sights on…? … He wants Eden once again…  

He puts it this way: “transform our largely lifeless cosmos into a diverse 

biosphere that will flourish for billions or trillions of years, enabling our 

universe to finally fulfill its potential and wake up fully...”  He wants mankind 

to merge with artificial intelligence and to be the “master of his own 

destiny…”  … We don’t need God!  … He wants Eden… and for man to be 

his own god. 

https://www.amazon.com/Life-3-0-Being-Artificial-Intelligence/dp/1101946598/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1519429518&sr=8-1&keywords=Tegmark%2C+Life+3.0%3A+Being+Human+In+The+Age+Of+Artificial+Intelligence%2C&dpID=413jwl4YU-L&preST=_SY291_BO1,204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch
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At the other end of our Bibles from our passage this morning… Revelation 

21 and 22 reveals that Eden will one day return (complete with the Tree of 

Life and the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil).  It just won’t be through 

man’s efforts.  In fact Revelation is very telling about how God will render 

all of man’s efforts to live and improve life (totally apart from God) – as a 

lost cause.  Revelation’s term for all those efforts is “Babylon.” … We will 

see in our passage today… the origin of Babylon… (not the actual city… 

but all that the city stands for… man’s efforts to live satisfactorily… without 

God… through human religion… culture… technology… and government.)   

Elon Musk… Max Tegmark… and many other scientists… philosophers… 

politicians… political scientists… and social engineers of our day… are 

sons and daughters… in the direct line of Cain.  

Please recall from last week… that when Cain went out from the Lord's 

presence… to live in the land of Nod… his hands were "bloody” from killing 

his brother Abel… but Cain’s head remained “unbowed to God." … Even 

though God promised to protect Cain and gave Cain the gracious mark of 

protection… when he showed fear… Cain left Eden full of disdain and 

anger toward God. The taste of anger… bitter and sweet… mixed with 

blood… energized him. - He would show God!...  He would show them all! 

His anger was electric and exhilarating. … Molten energy shot through his 

veins. 

So what happened to Cain after he left God and family in such angry 

defiance? … Well guess what… … He prospered!  … He prospered by 

taking the lead in producing cities… music… weapons… agricultural 
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implements — in short… Cain invented civilization." … But it was a dark 

prosperity. 

There is a great paradox in what we are about to study… here. … 

Civilization descended as it ascended. … (Culture fell even as it rose.) …  

In this section of Genesis… we see civilization's grim demise… in its 

glorious rise. … And all through our passage… we are going to deal with 

this question: Is an ever improving civilization worth it… if it is all without 

God…? …Is a world with unbelievable technologies a better world… if it 

leaves God out…?  … We know that Eden will not return…  (utopia on 

earth will never happen)… until God brings utter defeat to man’s efforts to 

live and improve life – without Him! … … So… how should you and I regard 

all of today’s technological advancement of mankind…? 

Let’s get started… 

Genesis 4:16 

I know quite a few people who live in the land of Nod… every Sunday.  

Some are dwelling there now…  But that is a different Nod. 

In obstinacy and hardness of heart… Cain turned and walked away from 

the presence of God. … But this means far more than just walking out of 

the presence of God. The very context of this passage shows that Cain 

was rejecting God Himself… and all who stood for God. Cain was leaving… 

forsaking… and getting as far away as he could...  from the presence of 

God…  from his godly parents, Adam and Eve… from the community and 

neighborhood of the godly (Adam and Eve had other children by this time… 
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we know because Genesis 5:4 tells us this)…  and from the land where 

people were living godly lives. 

 

Cain chose to turn and walk away from both God and his godly family. He 

left and went into another country… in order to live like he wanted… in 

order to be away from God and to do his own thing. He chose — 

deliberately chose — to live a secular and ungodly life… and to develop a 

secular and ungodly society. Cain separated himself from God… became 

alienated from God. 

 

Simply stated… Cain was the first person who let sin rule and reign his 

life… He and his descendants are the seed of the serpent… which God told 

Eve (in Genesis 3:15)… would struggle with her godly descendants… 

throughout human history. …   He began the first secular… ungodly society 

upon earth. He is the father of all the secular and ungodly civilizations. 

The "land of Nod" (erets nodh) actually means the land of wanderings… 

restlessness… rootlessness… quaking… trembling… shaking. … The idea 

is that of being restless and rootless… of wandering and moving all about 

as though the earth itself was shaking and shoving a person all over the 

place.  

Apparently, the land was later called "the land of Nod" because of Cain and 

his restless and rootless spirit. … God had condemned Cain to be 

possessed with a restless and rootless spirit because of his ungodly 

behavior. 

The person or society that turns away from God… will always be restless 

and rootless. … No person or society will know true peace until it turns to 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+5%3A4
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God. The reason is this: a person or society who lives only a secular life — 

who lives only for this world — has only what this world offers… and there 

is no effective escape from this world. Part of what this secular world offers 

is: restlessness and rootlessness… brevity and shortness of life… sickness 

and disease… accident and suffering… pain and hurt… corruption and 

death. 

 

The secular world can offer some comfort… some pleasure… money… 

position… recognition… honor… and security. … But none of this is 

permanent; none of it arises beyond this earth. … When one of the terrible 

tragedies of life strikes us… (and sooner or later tragedy strikes every one 

of us)… that is it! …  We are left only with what the secular world can give 

us. … And the help of the secular world is limited.  AND - it ends quickly. … 

All the help of earth ends… and when it does… we are left without hope 

and help beyond this life. … We are left without God — all because we as 

individuals and societies chose to live secular… ungodly lives. 

 

Every soul knows this… knows it down deep within. This is the reason the 

soul is always restless and rootless — never at peace and never settled — 

when it seeks only the secular life of this world. … The things of this world 

can never satisfy the soul of man. The soul was made for God… 

therefore… the soul can never rest nor be rooted until it rests and is rooted 

in God. 

Now that we have seen the wretched foundation upon which the ungodly 

line is built… Scripture moves faster in time and gives us the development 

of Cain's family and focuses especially upon one son and one grandson. 



7 
 

Genesis 4:17-22 

This all seems to be a genealogical table with a few noteworthy comments.  

But as we will see… this is far more than a mere listing of names.  … This 

is a historical record of how human knowledge rapidly expanded… and in 

proceeding forward… it led them further and further from a dependence on 

God. 

Genesis 4:17 

Cain and his wife (obviously his sister) had a son and named him Enoch 

(chanoch). The name means “beginning”… “dedicated”… or 

“commencement.”  … So… apparently… Cain was hoping that his son 

would give him a new beginning… (a new start)… in life.  … But note: the 

new beginning was not with God. …  He wanted a fresh start within the 

world… one that was without God. 

 

Cain seems to have wandered for several decades… (time enough for 

Adam and Eve to have many children… and grandchildren… and great 

grandchildren… and…) – well anyway… one day… he took a wife and 

found a place that seemed right for them to settle down. By this time Cain 

may have been a couple hundred years old … and the earth probably had 

many people already.    

 

With a continued attitude of defiance toward God… Cain became a 

contractor and began to build a city.  Cain's building of a city… and naming 

it after his first born son (Enoch)… symbolizes his desire to build an earthly 

kingdom for himself. … The child (and the city by the same name)… are 

human statements reflecting an attitude of anger and hatred toward God. 

Cain's embitterment still stands. He says to God 'who needs You?' “We are 
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dedicated to commencing! It is a new beginning without You…” “We… 

are… E-noch!  Bum ba bumda bum bum bum” 

 

This… of course… was not a city like the modern cities of today. It was 

probably just a few rudimentary shelters made from tree branches… 

enclosed within some kind of barricade. … Apparently… as months and 

years passed… some other families had forsaken God and the godly line 

and they had joined Cain and his family in the land of Nod. … 

Disenfranchised from the family of God… Cain creates a family of the 

ungodly… or as it might be described… a family that wanted to be 'their 

own god.'  

 

Cain could no longer grow vegetables from the ground because of his 

punishment for the murder of Abel (4:12). He will have to glean what he 

can from the wild fruits and berries… and the city will help establish some 

means of barter with others… to acquire the food that he needs for himself 

and family. Commerce and trading with one another developed. … The 

more Cain succeeds in providing for himself (despite the punishment 

placed on him)… the more he will congratulate himself on overcoming God. 

This new society continued to grow advanced technologies… as well as a 

very secular (ungodly) heritage…  

 

Genesis 4:18 

 

The ungodly seed and society continued to grow and develop upon earth. 

Secularism and ungodliness were branching out more and more… gaining 

a greater foothold with each passing generation. … The parents gave their 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+4%3A12
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children meaningful names. We can somewhat trace their character… 

through the meanings of the names… their parents gave to them. 

 

Irad meant “townsman”… “citizen” the ornament of a city. He was… 

perhaps… a leader who brought organization and honor to his hometown. 

Mehujael meant “smitten of God”… the purified or formed of God.  Note 

that the name of Mehujael ends in "el"… which is the name of God… 

Elohim. … … Methusael meant “man of God”... as his name ends with 

"el"… (the name for God)… as well. 

 

But wait a minute… I thought they were trying to live without God.  What is 

this recognition of God doing in their names…?  I believe that this may be 

suggestive that they were starting to create their own idea of God.  This 

often occurs when someone rejects the One True God.  They formulate 

their own object of worship.  A false religion may have started up. 

 

Or this could be a way of showing us a progression away from God that 

this society was taking.  After these early generations that reflected God in 

their names… it didn’t happen any longer.  It faded away… and nobody’s 

name had “God” in it after these two names (early on… in this geneology.) 

   

Lamech meant strong youth… man of prayer or youth. … Once again… I 

think that these names suggest that the ungodly society was religious… but 

their religion was only... a secular… humanistic… man-made religion. 

 

James Montgomery Boice wrote: 

 

"It is the kind of religion Cain chose by his aesthetically pleasing 
sacrifice. It is all too common today—a religion of beautiful liturgies, 
words, and music but without the promise of God's forgiveness of sin 
through the shed blood of Jesus Christ" 
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Very quickly… Scripture records (without comment) a half dozen 

generations… down the line …to Lamech… a notorious descendent of 

Cain. 

Genesis 4:19 

He was the first bigamist upon earth… the very first person to practice 

polygamy. It took just seven generations for the ungodly to slap down 

God's ordained institution of marriage, one man for one wife. Here we have 

the first sign of degeneration (civilization's demise in its rise) with the tragic 

institution of polygamy.  

The ungodly seed ignored and rebelled against God and His 

commandment for purity of life and marriage.  "Therefore a man shall leave 

his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become 

one flesh" (Genesis 2:24).  

Polygamous departures from the divine norm came to dominate both 

Cainite and Sethite culture… as the rest of Genesis records. … Several of 

the Old Testament saints (like King David) had multiple wives… But this 

does not mean that God endorsed it. … In fact… its disastrous effects are 

seen often in Genesis. AND - Jesus Himself would call believers back to 

the creational ideal… warning that in regard to divorce, "from the beginning 

it was not so" (Matthew 19:8). … So… observe here… that as civilization 

advanced… rebellion against God's word advanced… and spilled over to 

the Godly line. 

In Lamech the passion of society to seek after the cult of beauty and sex 

was launched. This is suggested in the names of Lamech's two wives. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+2%3A24
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+19%3A8
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Adah means “ornament”… “adorned”… “attractive”… “beauty”… “pleasure.” 

… Zillah means “the shady” or “shadow”… probably referring to the 

beautiful color and shadow of her hair or skin. 

 

Lamech was attracted by the beauty and pleasure of the flesh… so much 

so that he let his passion run loose. He wanted to have the presence and 

bodies of two attractive women at once. He apparently focused upon the 

beauty and attractiveness of the body... the passion and stimulation of the 

flesh… its pleasure and enjoyment.  

The cult that worships beauty and sex has been in the world since the 

dawn of human history… but today… it is especially strong. Beauty and sex 

are used to sell everything from soap to cars. … Most persons spend more 

time thinking about beauty and sex… than they do in fellowship and prayer 

with God — far… far more time. … In fact… on any given day most 

persons... spend more time in front of a mirror than they do with God… 

spend more money on clothes… makeup (cosmetics)… and beauty items 

than they do for God… spend more time in watching sexual scenes on 

television and in thinking… reading… and desiring an improper sexual 

relationship - than they do with God. 

A person… especially believers… should be as attractive as he or she can 

be. … But here is the key: our objective is to focus attention upon Christ. 

Christ is to be so dominant in our lives that people see Him in us. 

Genesis 4:20 
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The ungodly seed (or descendants)… were a society of famous… 

wealthy… and culturally gifted people. This is seen in the children of 

Lamech. 

There was Jabal… the son born of Lamech's wife Adah. Scripture says that 

he was a rancher who raised livestock (miqueh).  Sheep were no longer the 

only domesticated animal.  Now there was much larger livestock… brought 

under man’s dominion. The Hebrew word seems to include more than mere 

cattle. It would include other livestock as well… such as camels and 

donkeys. 

Jabal was also the discoverer of the nomadic tent. His need to constantly 

move the herds from pasture to pasture necessitated that he come up with 

some moveable housing for his own family and the families of his hired 

workers. 

 

Note that Jabal was not only wealthy… but he became famous. He was 

known as the "father" of tentmakers and nomadic ranchers. He was the first 

to develop the livestock ranch and the idea of living in moveable tents while 

moving the stock from pasture to pasture. 

 

Genesis 4:21 

There was Jubal, the second son of Lamech's wife Adah. Jubal was a 

musician who invented the harp (string instrument) and the flute (reed pipe) 

for music. Jubal is the "father" of all string and pipe instruments. He was 

the first to develop the cultured arts for society. 

Genesis 4:22 
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Tubal-cain was Lamech's son by his other wife (Zillah.) Tubal-cain was a 

metal-worker: he worked both with brass and iron. He was the inventor of 

metallurgy… introducing an industrial revolution into the ancient world. … 

We can imagine what the discovery of smelting and forging must have 

meant to that advancing civilization.  He most likely made such things as 

utensils… jewelry… decorative items… tools… and weapons. 

His work no doubt included making weapons as well as farming tools. This 

dark side of technology is suggested by the fact that he is not simply called 

Tubal (which would give a nice domestic rhyme—Jabal, Jubal, Tubal.) … 

Instead… we have… Tubal-cain.  Tubal is linked with his violent forefather 

who murdered his brother.  This double name… sets us up for the next two 

verses. 

Genesis 4:23-24 

The ungodly seed or descendants developed a society that sought 

revenge… that murdered… boasted in itself… felt self-sufficient… and was 

engulfed in lawlessness. 

From verse 23-24… several facts need to be noted. #1. This is the first 

poetry… so far as we know… ever spoken upon earth. And notice that it is 

a song of vengeance and of war… (Theologians have long called this 

"Lamech's Sword Song")  

 

# 2. The Hebrew can be translated as future or past... as something that 

Lamech would do if he were attacked by a man… or… as something 

Lamech had already done because he was attacked. 
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Commentators are divided over which way it should be translated… 

although most seem to understand it as an event that had actually 

happened. 

 

# 3. The picture is that of Lamech taking into his hands a weapon (perhaps 

a sword-like weapon) that his son Tubal-cain had invented. Either one of 

two things happened: Lamech waves the sword above his head in a warrior 

like manner… boasting that he could slay any man, old or young, who 

attacked him. Or... Lamech took the sword and actually killed a young man 

for having injured him. 

 

# 4. The point for us to see is the picture of society Lamech paints for us. 

Lamech and his ungodly forefathers had developed a society... 

 

• that boasted in its own arm of strength. 
• that prided itself in its weapons of murder and war. 
• that sought revenge. 
• that declared its own self-sufficiency. 
• that denied and rebelled against any need for God. 
• that had become lawless and without true justice and morality. 

 

Wow! Look how boastful and self-reliant Lamech had become! In the fervor 

and excitement of the moment — with the power of the weapon he held in 

his hands — he remembered the curse of God upon his forefather - Cain. 

He remembered that God had promised to avenge Cain sevenfold against 

anyone who harmed Cain. Lamech cried out, “If God could do that, then he, 

Lamech, with such a powerful weapon, could avenge himself seventy-

seven times”. 
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Lamech had reached the highest pitch (crescendo) of self-glory… pride… 

boasting… and self-sufficiency: he was declaring himself to be stronger 

and more powerful than God. 

 What a sad commentary on a society and civilization. Yet… the same 

commentary has been pronounced upon every civilization and society 

down through the centuries… that tries to develop itself – apart from God.   

As you have read about all these advancements… perhaps you have 

thought along the lines of… “these are all wonderful things. Human life can 

be improved. Human minds are used to subdue the earth. It is a sobering 

thought however, that it is the ungodly line of Cain that is making these 

discoveries. Why is it the ungodly, and not the godly, who are the creative 

ones?” 

It is strong evidence of God’s grace.  It is important to remember that God 

controls all knowledge. Humans do not have any knowledge until God 

allows them to have it. The arrogance… pride… and independence of the 

ungodly line… is granted grace to make earthly life better… yet… a hard 

lesson is before them. With all their genius about earthly elements… they 

will not be able to control themselves. That is an interesting indictment for 

those who want to be 'as gods'. 

The first generations of men outside the Garden of Eden had to learn that 

they could not recreate the Garden. And every generation that follows must 

re-learn this lesson.  God (not man) will eventually recreate the Garden.  

But it will be according to His way… through a godly seed of humanity. 

Genesis 4:25-26 
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There was probably many children born to Adam and Eve before Seth was 

born.  But when he was born… God revealed that Seth would be Abel’s 

replacement.  The name Seth means “appointed.” … His line of 

descendants would produce the promised Messiah of Genesis 3:15.  This 

is the godly line… the godly seed. 

Seth and his wife have a son… and they name him “weak… frail… 

mortal… decaying man.”  That is what Enos means. … Why in the world 

would they name him that…?  … Because… (Watch this…!)… The spirit of 

humility… (an acceptance of human weakness… and need for God)… are 

expressed in the naming of Seth's son.  … … Boy what a contrast to what 

we have been reading about the lineage of Cain!  The godless line tries to 

live without a dependence on God… but the godly line recognizes their full 

need for God. 

Facing the reality of human frailty and mortality causes us to seek after 

God. It causes us to depend upon God… to call upon Him to take care of 

us… to save us and give us life… both life abundant and life eternal… both 

now and forever. … It acknowledges our need for a savior.  We cannot 

save ourselves. 

At that time people began to call upon the name of the Lord" (v. 26). They 

learned to speak with God in the language of faith… of conscious 

acceptance… of freedom… of hope… of love. … This is a far nobler 

attainment than the invention of all the arts of life. … Cain's firstborn and 

successors pioneer cities and civilized arts… but Seth's firstborn and 

successors pioneer worship.  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+4%3A26
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Cain's line… though quite successful in the development of civilization… 

was not successful at all in spiritual matters - which are the most important 

matters in life. … You can build great cities… be highly developed in 

agriculture… music… and the arts… but there will always be a restless 

wandering… looking for an elusive happiness.   

Psychologists tell us that our brains tend to miss-predict what will actually 

bring us happiness. We assume that if we achieve certain things in our 

life… we will find happiness. 

• “I’ll be happy if I get admitted into the right school.” 

• “I’ll be happy if I find the right partner.” 

• “I’ll be happy if I make vice president.” 
• “I’ll be happy if I have my dream house.” 

 

As Harvard psychologist Shawn Achor observes… this “if-then” perspective 

cannot be supported by science… because each time our brain 

experiences a “success”… it moves the goalposts of what success looks 

like. … If you got good grades… you have to get better grades. … If you 

have a good job… you now have to get a better job. … If you hit your sales 

target… now you have to raise your sales target. If you buy a home… now 

you want to have a larger home.  In the civilization that Cain started… it is 

all fleeting.  It is all restless wandering. Satisfaction never lasts very long.    

 

But now look at Seth’s lineage. … They were unsung by the world. So far 

as the world was concerned they accomplished nothing… contributed 

nothing… invented no new earthshaking contraptions… introduced no 

revolutionary art forms… devised no new ways of advancing their family 

fortunes.  

https://www.amazon.com/Survival-Guide-Soul-Spiritually-Pressures/dp/0310535328/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1543346850&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Survival-Guide-Soul-Spiritually-Pressures/dp/0310535328/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1543346850&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Happiness-Advantage-Principles-Psychology-Performance/dp/0307591549/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1543346777&sr=8-1
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They simply lived for God. All that is recorded of them is that they lived… 

and that they brought into the world future generations… (those who would 

carry the torch for worshipping the One True God.)  Seth’s line is on the 

side of truth.  Truth satisfies.  And Seth’s line will succeed in what Cain’s 

line is trying to accomplish but never will – recreating the Garden of Eden!     

Which society do you want to dedicate your life to…?  

 


