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For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. (Ro   5:6) It has been 
said that the Book of Romans is the most “theological” book of the Bible. Perhaps so, but, unlike most 
intensely “theological” works, it is also one of the most practical letters of the New Testament. There is 
an obvious benefit to reading and studying topical systematic theology works that intensely deal with 
the major doctrines of the Bible. The weakness of such books is that they obscure the Bible’s common 
method of teaching, integrated and harmonized truth that is not delivered to us piecemeal in individual 
isolation chambers—TV dinner style. Scripture presents the whole fabric of Biblical truth harmoniously
linked as a whole body of truth—a spiritual gourmet meal. 

Having examined the hopeless condition of man in his sins, we now begin an extensive examination of 
the Bible’s response to the fallen condition of humanity. For this study we shall primarily focus on 
Paul’s Roman letter. In the third chapter Paul surfaces the fact that unnamed critics had intensely 
criticized his teachings. They suggested that Paul’s emphasis on God’s saving grace in salvation meant 
that Paul magnified sin so much as to teach people that the more they sinned the more God’s grace 
would be manifest. In today’s theological climate no doubt these folks would have called Paul an 
antinomian (opposed to the law, amoral, and irresponsibly living in sin “because we are not under the 
law but under grace”), the favorite damning word used by contemporary neonomians (folks who create 
a new law which they teach people must obey to gain their salvation). Paul intensely rejected their false
accusation. “And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do
evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just.” (Ro   3:8) In the verses leading up to these words 
Paul reasoned that if God predestinated or ordained (Use the word you wish; the idea is that they were 
trying to say that Paul believed that God was either directly or indirectly responsible for sin.) sin and 
then orchestrated it for His glory, God could not hold the sinner accountable for his sin. In this amazing
lesson Paul refutes both the fatalistic view that God some way orchestrates all events according to a 
secret purpose for His glory and the man-centric view that man is responsible for his own salvation. To 
thread the theological needle between these two errant views and to affirm the truth that lies distinctly 
between them demonstrates a true masterpiece of writing. Given the intensity of this rejection of his 
critic’s false accusation, I believe this errant accusation against Paul sets the stage for the greater part of
teaching that Paul unfolds throughout the Roman letter. In terms of theological errors that surface from 
time to time Paul’s Roman letter could have been written yesterday, not almost two thousand years ago;
it maintains relevance throughout the history of Christian doctrine across the centuries. 

The Roman letter is written in dialectical style, meaning that Paul wrote the letter reasoning with these 
unnamed critics, first considering their ideas or accusations and then showing the error of their teaching
by affirming the truth of the gospel that he believed and taught everywhere. Along with Paul’s response
in the ninth chapter of Romans, Ro   3:8 displays one of the most intense rejections of error to be found 
in the New Testament. This style of writing labored to correctly depict the critics’ ideas and then to 
interact with them so as to display the truth of the opposing viewpoint. For Paul to paint his critics with
a false “straw man” view that misrepresented them would have been an egregious violation of his own 
integrity. He refused to follow such unethical tactics. He wants to win them, not pulverize, humiliate, 
and defeat them. 

From this rejection of the false accusation in Ro   3, Paul immediately develops the fact of man’s utter 
sinfulness, depravity, followed by a powerful affirmation of God’s exclusive role in the salvation of 
sinners, both before and after the cross (Ro   3:25 affirms that Jesus’ justifying, saving grace saved 
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people who had sinned before Calvary just as He saves people after Calvary: “…for the remission of 
sins that are past.”) 

Next in a convincing argument that he in no way taught believers to live in sin so as to enlarge divine 
grace, in the fourth chapter Paul deals extensively and clearly with the walk of faith, using Abraham as 
his primary example of a transformed life. God didn’t transform Abraham by the law—Moses didn’t 
receive it till around five hundred years after Abraham! God transformed Abraham by His amazing 
grace, and Abraham responded to God’s grace by walking according to the “rule of faith.” What a 
powerful antidote to the false accusation of Paul’s critics. God saved Abraham while he lived in Ur and 
was practicing a life of paganism. How do we know this? Heb   11:8 affirms that Abraham was walking 
by faith from the time he left Ur of the Chaldees. Thus Ge   15:6, which is often interpreted as 
Abraham’s moment of salvation, is literally decades too late to match the New Testament evidence of 
Abraham’s salvation! Do those who teach that a person must “exercise saving faith” prior to the new 
birth and in order to receive the new birth, believe that a person must walk in this faith for decades 
before God saves him? No, they teach that a person’s first act of faith is sufficient to produce the new 
birth, but their interpretation of Ge   15:6 defies their belief, affirmed by Heb   11:8, one of many 
instances of exemplary faith in what has rightly been called the “Faith’s hall of fame” chapter in the 
Bible. 

Romans the fourth chapter depicts Abraham, a saved man, walking by faith, not a saved man living in 
sin so as to enlarge divine grace. There is no evidence that Abraham looked for excuses to sin—though 
on a few occasions he did sin—so as to enlarge God’s grace. Quite the contrary; these chapters from 
Abraham’s life affirm that, even without the law Abraham lived an exemplary life of faith that 
demonstrated in his conduct his devotion to God in a fashion that is held up throughout Scripture as the
model for the believer in Christ who seeks to live life to the honor of God. New Testament use of 
Abraham as the premier example of the walk of faith depicts him—before and after Ge   15—as walking
according to the rule of faith. Paul could not possibly have chosen a better example to refute the false 
accusation of his critics than Abraham. God appeared to this man in his native land, called him to leave 
it for a better place that God would give to him and his offspring, promised him a large family despite 
his advancing age with no children, and Abraham progressively obeyed God based on faith that 
governed his conduct. In today’s theological isolation chambers where each Bible doctrine is carefully 
segregated from its partners, the dominant teaching regarding faith and works seeks to set them in 
diametrical opposition. Faith is depicted itself as a work that is someway not supposed to really be a 
work. Faith is further often identified as the saving grace of man rather than faith’s object, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

If Paul taught the abominable error that his critics accused him of teaching, how could they explain the 
life of Abraham, beginning from the time he left Ur, not beginning from Ge   15:6? 

Once Paul affirmed the amazing integration of God’s grace that saves with the divine influence that 
God’s saving grace brings to bear upon those whom he saves, he returned to the dynamics of salvation 
in the fifth chapter of Romans. 

There is nothing in Scripture that suggests that everyone whom God saves will have the dramatic 
experience of Abraham, or for that matter that every one whom God saves will be as faithful as 
Abraham. Paul sets Abraham before us as an example to be followed, not as an absolute that God 
orchestrates in the life of everyone whom He saves. You don’t exhort people to do what they have been
invariably and absolutely orchestrated to do. You exhort people who face choices to follow the right 
example in the decisions they make when facing those daily choices in life. God didn’t teach us in 
Scripture that the walk of faith is absolutely orchestrated so that you cannot do otherwise if you are 
“really saved.” Rather He sets Abraham’s life before us in three distinct New Testament letters as a 
model with exhortations that we should consciously order our lives according to faith in the same way 
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that Abraham did. If we are divinely orchestrated to live the life of Abraham, why should Scripture 
include such intense exhortations for us to do so? Corroborating his argument in Ro   3:4-7, Paul refutes 
the accusation against him of being a fatalist by the dynamic exhortation for us to follow the example 
of Abraham’s life and walk of faith. 

How do we react when someone falsely accuses us? Some of us might slip into deceitful duplicity and 
obscure what we believe to avoid criticism, a sad and blatant example of fundamental dishonesty that 
no Christian should ever consider. Some of us might feel the sting of the accusation and shun teaching 
the very thing that is true, because of the accusation. Were this the case with Paul he would have 
avoided teaching the amazing truth of God’s saving grace to avoid giving his critics the tools with 
which they criticized him. Not Paul; he refused to be intimidated by false accusations, and affirmed the 
whole truth that he had been taught, so as to refute the critics’ false depiction of his teachings, yet so as 
equally to give us the full account of the truth that God had revealed to him. We have much to learn 
from Paul—and from our God. 

Elder Joe Holder
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