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SHINING LIGHT INDEPENDENT BAPTIST CHURCH

SESSION 18

THE DOCTRINE OF GOD (PART 5)

OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AND HIS DEITY
PS. GRAHAM JACKSON

In the previous lessons, we looked at The Godhead and Trinity, and subsequently the
Fatherhood of God, in which we have touched on the Deity of The Lord Jesus Christ.
However this lesson we will look at what the Scriptures show clearly about the Lord
Jesus' Deity and His role in the Godhead.

First, let's read what the Statement of Faith says in relation to this subject:

We believe in the absolute Deity of the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ; that He is the second
Person of the Godhead; that He is the only begotten Son of God, He was conceived
of the Holy Spirit, born of Mary, a virgin, sinless in His life and nature, ever obedient to
the Father; That in His vicarious death He made full and complete payment for the
sins of the world; That He was buried and arose bodily from the grave the third day
according to the Scriptures; That He showed Himself alive after His bodlily resurrection
by many infallible proofs, and that He ascended into Heaven and even now is seated
at the Father’s right hand as our great High Priest and only Mediator.

1) Now, where it says that we believe in the absolute Deity of the Son, The Lord Jesus
Christ, the word “Deity” means: God, the Supreme Being, or the infinite self-existing
God.

Let us see the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ from the angle of Creation -

> Looking at Genesis 1:1, it states that in the beginning God ¢ the
heaven and earth.

> Next, look at Psalm 90:2, shows that before God made everything that He was from

e foe
- InJohn 1:10 - “He was in the w. , and the world was m by H
- So, who was in the world? It was the L J

- From comparing Scripture with Scripture, we see that The Lord Jesus is God, and
therefore is Deity.

2) He is the only begotten Son of God, therefore Deity

- The obvious verse here is J 3:16, but look at also verse 18, and then John
1:1 &14.

= In Psalm 2:1-7 we find prophesy (verse 7), showing that Jesus the Son of God is the
only Begotten of God.

Now, what does it mean by the only begotten Son of God? The JW's say because The
Lord Jesus was begotten, that it means Jesus was not Divine, but was just a created
being, which of course is false, as His earthly vessel was a result of the overshadowing
of the Holy Spirit, and involved no human father.

The best way to explain that (for my thinking at least © ), is to compare Luke 1:30-35
with Genesis 1:2.
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By looking at the well known verse in Isaiah 9:6, we see: 1) The prophesy of the Lord
Jesus first coming to this earth by means of being born into this world; 2) We see that
He is “The Mighty God"; 3) We see the complexity of the Trinity in this verse as The Lord
Jesus is called “the everlasting F ", so clearly Deity; then 4) He is stated as
being everlasting, so again clearly Deity.

| know to fully grasp the Trinity in His working is impossible this side of eternity, but
consider these verses (facts) in relation to the Lord Jesus being God and therefore
Deity. In respect of His first Coming to be our sacrifice for our sins, consider these verses:

- Ephesians 4:6. God the Father is in every born-again believer.
- Galatians 2:20. The Lord Jesus is in every born-again believer.
- 1 Corinthians 6:19. The Holy Spirit is in every born-again believer.

So, we understand that the Father and the Lord Jesus (The Son), are in us through the
Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13) as these three are one - 1 John 5:7.

The Lord Jesus (God the Son), fook on a human body which was prepared for Him by
the Father (Hebrews 10:5), through the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35),
and yet He was God manifest in the flesh (John 1:10), and sinless (Hebrews 4:15). Only
God Himself is sinless, and has the power over death (1 Corinthians 15:54-57)

3) He was conceived of the Holy Spirit by means of the virgin birth as only the Son of
God could be, and had to be, and is therefore Deity.

- Luke 1:30-35. Mary was o by the Holy Spirit. That means to
invest with preternatural influence, that is, beyond what is natural. To better
understand, think of the Holy Spirit’s stated involvement in the Creation in Genesis 1:2

- Matthew 1:20-23 - Emmanuel being interpreted is “G w. u__" God
literally being with us in the flesh could only have been through the supernatural
working of God himself via the Holy Spirit.

- Isaiah 7:14 - Here we see the prophecy we looked at in Matthew 1, written by Isaiah
some 700 years before the virgin birth.

4) He was sinless in His life & nature which shows His Deity

- 1 Peter 2:21-22 - It states plainly here that the Lord did no sin. What does verse 21
admonish us to do? To f H S . Now, there is a
challengel

> Hebrews 4:15 - Temptation is one of the devil's biggest tools to try and destroy a
Christian. We can tell from this verse that the devil fried his hardest on the Lord, as the
Lord Jesus was t ina points like as we are, yet without sin —
Talking of the Lord’s life on earth.

- 1 John 3:5 - This verse simply confirms the above verses of the Lord’s sinless nature.

5) Ever obedient to the Father in a manner showing the Father, Son relationship of the
Godhead.

> Matthew 26:36-39 & 42 - We cannot imagine what it must have been like for the
Lord Jesus as He approached the hour that He had actually come to earth for. He
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states here that His s was e sorrowful, even unto
d (verse 38).

Even though the Lord Jesus had been able to see this time from before the world
began, verse 39 shows it was still a fime that made Him be as we read in verse 38, but
He ultimately obeyed the Father. (see also John 12:29, Luke 22:42 & 43 & Hebrews
12:2).

- Hebrews 5:8 is an interesting verse. He learned o by the things
which he suffered. Why2 Had He ever experienced the sufferings of the cross, or the
temptations of living a human life before? No, of course noft.

For another example, think of Hebrews 4:15 to better understand our subject of
obedience. We see here that the Lord Jesus experienced t in all
points as we do (without sin), and it thereby gave Him understanding and compassion
as our High Priest that mediates for us in heaven (1 Timothy 2:5). If He had not obeyed
the Father’s will for His whole life, that would not have been the case.

So much the more with our passage in Matthew 26:38-39. If the Lord Jesus had not
obeyed then, we would not have a Saviour, and we would still all be lost. However,
The Lord Jesus experienced the | that was set before Him, as He obeyed and
surrendered to the will of the Father, and we do have a Saviour.

Here is a challenge. Do we get the victories in our lives as born-again believers in Christ
by being obedient to our Lord God? 1 Peter 2:21; 2 Corinthians 12:7-10; 2 Corinthians
1:8-10

Putting aside the Lord Jesus’ life on earth, His obedience to the Father as part of the
Trinity outside of His human existence at the first coming, has always been and will
always be for all eternity instantaneous. Just as the brain thinks, the body moves at the
same fime.

So here in Hebrews 5:8 & 4:15, we see how He responded in His humanity. In the sinless
human body the Father prepared for Him (Hebrews 10:5), He learned obedience
when His soul was exceeding sorrowful, even unto death as we saw in Matthew 26.
Though He prayed, “...if it be possible, let this cup pass from me:...”, He also prayed
at that time, “...nevertheless n a__Iw butast w. "

So, to sum up this point, when as One in heaven with the Father, everything God does
is automatic (remember — The Father is like the mind, and the Son of God & the Holy
Spirit are like the arms and legs of the one body fo try and picture God).

But when on earth, He learned obedience by the things He suffered.

6) In His vicarious death He made full and complete payment for the sins of the world
showing His Deity. John 1:29, 3:16-17; Acts 10:43; Hebrews 10:12 & 14; Colossians 1:14
& Ephesians 1:7

In the two references in John, we see that he did not come just for the “elect”, but it
plainly states He came for the sins of the w.

In John 3:16-17 & Acts 10:43, we see salvation is to “w. believeth in
him..."” (That is, anyone in the world who is convicted of their lost condition, but sees
the Lord Jesus’ sacrifice & shed blood as the only way to be saved).

In the verses in Hebrews 10, Colossians 1 & Ephesians 1, we can clearly see that the
Lord Jesus blood atonement is indeed the full, complete and perfect payment for
every one of our own sins (He did not go to the cross just to pay for the “original sin™).
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7) His death on the cross showed His Deity & His manner in His death affirmed this.
Mathew 27:45-54; John 19:30 - 20:16; Luke 23:40-43 and 1 Corinthians 15:12-20.

Here is one of the greatest evidences of the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ.
- His death was witnessed by many, including some Roman centurions.

- Af the cross after the Lord gave up the ghost one centurion stated in Mark 15:39,
“...Truly this man was the Son of God.”

- In John 19:38-40, we see Joseph an honourable ¢ that did not
consent to what the rest of the council did in having the Lord Jesus crucified (Luke
23:50-51). Together with Nicodemus —a P who was aruler of the Jews,

that is, part of the council (John 3:1), they went and begged the body of Christ to be
able to bury Him in Joseph's unused tomb.

These two religious leaders did not have their faith shaken by seeing the one they had
believed in crucified. They in fact showed they were disciples of Jesus by doing what
they did. They were convinced of the Deity of the Lord Jesus as the Son of God, which
was what the Council had the Lord crucified for claiming to be. See John 19:6-7.

- One of the common criminals crucified beside the Lord became convicted of his
need of the Saviour, and knew that the man on the cross beside him was Deity, for he
cried out, “...Jesus, L remember me when thou comest info thy kingdom.”

> Some of the Lord’s disciples amongst the ladies are noted as being there at the
scene of the crucifixion (apart from John the beloved disciple).

Their f in the Lord Jesus Christ's Deity was not shaken at all, for they followed
Joseph and Nicodemus to see where the body was laid that they might later finish
embalming the body (Luke 23:53-56).

So, we can see that despite the Lord Jesus' earthly life was snuffed out, it only served
to prove to people from all walks of life that this was indeed the Son of God, for who
could have witnessed all that took place as the Lord hung on the cross without being
challenged as to the reality of who this was hanging on the middle cross.

He was buried, but then rose again as we will see in the verses for the next point.

8) He arose bodily from the grave the third day and showed Himself alive after His
resurrection by many i proofs as only God himself can do.

- Matthew 28:1-4. The watch that had been posted there at the request of the chief
priests and Pharisees witnessed the supernatural events of the resurrection morning,
which the chief priests and elders suppressed the truth from going out by paying them
substantial amounts of money to deny what had happened, but to say the disciples
stole the body (Verses 11-15).

- John 20:15-20. The Lord appeared to the d in the upper room on
the same day (Resurrection Day), which was just after the two men whom the Lord
had appeared to on the road to Emmaus had just told them of their experience which
is recorded in Luke 24:25-31.

- 1 Corinthians 15:5-8. The Resurrected Christ appeared to in excess of 500 of His
disciples, having appeared to some more than one time. For example, John 21:14.

- Acts 1:3. The Lord last of all appeared to the e disciples on the Mount
of Olives just before ascending to heaven, and gave them the Great Commission to
carry out.
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9) He ascended into Heaven and is seated at the Father's right hand and is our great
High Priest and only Mediator. 1 Peter 3:22; Hebrews 1:2-3; Hebrews 4:14-15 & 8:1 and
1 Timothy 2:5;

The Lord Jesus' mission to pay for the sins of the world could not have been
completed for Him to have ascended to the Father's right hand without some other
tasks being completed. Again, these tasks show the Deity of the Lord Jesus Chirist.

First: go to Ephesians 4:8-9. Here we see the Lord Jesus as it states in these verses,
descended first into the | o} of the e before
ascending into heaven, to lead captivity captive. Let’s think about that.

Lead away captivity (those that were forced to be restrained in paradise because
the Lord had not yet paid the price for their sins on the cross, though they were saved
in the Old Testament sense - Luke 16:19-24; 1 Samuel 28:13-15 - not soul sleep as
Samuel knew what the situation was on earth.

Then Luke 23:42-46 with Psalm 16:10. The Lord Jesus had to drop the sins of the world
in Hell. We see from the following that s cannot entfer info heaven: Revelation
21:27 & 22:3.

So, to summairrise this first part, the Old Testament saints were in Abraham’s bosom (the
place of rest), in the lower parts of the earth until the price was paid on the cross (refer
to all the verses above), then the Lord led those which were in captivity there waiting
for the Redeemer, captive by Him (Ephesians 4:8). Why sfill captive?

See 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 & Acts 20:28. | am sure glad | am God'’s eternal captive!

Secondly: Luke 24:1-7; 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 & 12-20; Acts 1:3; 1. The Lord Jesus had to
r from the dead on this earth & 2. The resurrection to be w
by many witnesses before ascending to the Father's right hand.

1. Why? The main reason is plainly stated in 1 Corinthians 15:16-17. We have to have
ar Saviour or we would be sfill lost in our sins.

And 2. If no one witnessed the Resurrected Christ, then it would not only have been
the Jews that did not believe on Him & thought His body was stolen, (Matthew 28:1-
4), but the rest of the world.

The disciples would have still been like the men on the road to E
(Luke 24:14-21). What these men said in verse 22 would not even have been a subject
of conversation if the Lord had not appeared to anyone, they would have sfill just
been confused.

Third: The Lord Jesus had to give the G C after His
death, burial & resurrection, and not before. Without the cross, there would be no
gospel to share with the world of the Good News of salvation through the Blood
Atonement for our sins on the cross, and that our Saviour is truly God as He has risen
from the dead. Acts 1:2-9; Colossians 1:14; John 3:14-16.

10) His roles at the Father’s right hand are as our great H P and only
Mediator. Hebrews 4:14-15 & 8:1; 1 Timothy 2:5.

We can see some different results of the Lord Jesus ascending to sit at the right hand
of the Throne of God.
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1. He became our High Priest in heaven having f (or completed)
the Law. Hebrews 4:14-15 & Matthew 5:17.
2. The Lord Jesus became the only M between God and man. He is

our go-between; our intercessor. That is, He pleads on our behalf. 1 Timothy 2:5 &
Romans 8:34.

Look also at Romans 8:26-27. Here we see the complexity of the Trinity in action. We
see here the Holy Spirit also i for us. As we saw the Lord Jesus
interceding with the Father on our behalf, we see the Holy Spirit doing likewise. It shows
the complexity of the Trinity just as we see with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in 1
Corinthians 6:19, the Lord Jesus dwelling in us — Galatians 2:20; and the Father being
in us all (born again believers) — Ephesians 4:6.

3. The Lord Jesus was exalted when He sat at the right hand of the Throne of God.
Acts 2:33. Exalted here means honoured or lifted up, and returned to His rightful place
at the right hand of God, having completed His earthly mission in human form.
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