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KJV – Genesis 7:12-24 

 

“The Flood – Genesis Seven; Part 2” 

     Our text for the lesson this evening is Genesis Chapter Seven where we left off with the last week 
with verse twelve.  We will begin by reading our Scripture text this evening. 
 
Genesis 7:12-24 

12 And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 

13 In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's 
wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, into the ark; 

14 They, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort. 

15 And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath of life. 

16 And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him: and the 
LORD shut him in. 

17 And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it 
was lift up above the earth. 

18 And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark went upon the 
face of the waters. 

19 And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under the 
whole heaven, were covered. 

20 Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered. 

21 And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man: 

22 All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died. 

23 And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and 
cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: 
and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark. 
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24 And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days. 

     As we saw last week with Genesis 7:1-12 lesson, we learned that Noah’s entrance into the Ark 
was by immediate obedience given by divine invitation from God. It was because of Faith these 
things are possible, total trust, confidence and dependence upon the LORD God. 

     Tonight we will pick up with the last verse from last week of chapter seven, verse twelve. 

Genesis 7:12 

12 And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 

     The flood gates were opened. All who had heeded the call of God and by obedience entered into 
the Ark of Salvation were faced with a torrential outburst of water coming up from the ground and 
down from the sky. For forty days and forty nights the waters came gushing and pouring upon the 
earth. As the water gushed up from the fountains of the deep, massive erosion occurred, making 
these small cracks in the crust of the earth which the midst came up before to water the ground into 
large craters. Forty days of gushing up and pouring down caused massive gaps in the land masses.  

Forty days and forty nights – the number of testing. 

     God fulfills His own prophecy to Noah from one hundred years earlier. This literal fulfillment 
from God that Noah preached about again and again while he was building the ark. Makes one 
wonder and take notice about the literal fulfillments, helps us to realize that prophecy is not 
allegorical but as God has showed us once again the literal fulfillment. Because the LORD God 
means what He says, and He says what He means. 

Genesis 6:17-18 

17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the 
breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die. 

18 But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and 
thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee. 

     God had decreed it unto Noah, one hundred years prior to the judgment; he could not turn back 
from it. The fact of the matter is God had decreed this judgment before the foundation of the world. 
He knew it, because through His Sovereign will He planned it.  

     God does not look forward into time and see what is going to happen to make His Sovereign 
decisions off of this. It established it, He settled it, He planned it, and it is God, the Sovereign God 
that controls it and governs it.  

Obedience is the evidence of Faith; 
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Genesis 7:13 

13 In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's 
wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, into the ark; 

     The selfsame day that God had commanded, Noah obeyed. All the members of his house obeyed. 
Because of Faith they entered into the Ark, immediate obedience by divine command. 

Genesis 7:14-15 

14 They, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort. 

15 And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath of life. 

     The rest of the living to be spared by the Grace of God went in as well. Two of every unclean 
beast, a male and a female, and by sevens of the clean beast to be used as sacrifice after the flood 
and for food as well. But not until after the flood, God allowed Noah to supply himself and his family 
with seven of the clean for the necessary sacrifices needed after the judgment of the flood. 

     God also allocated a new food source for this family after the flood, “meat.” This was to come 
from the additional clean beast because the plant life after being covered in water for 370 days 
would be very limited. 

Genesis 7:16 

16 And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him: and the 
LORD shut him in. 

     The means of Salvation had been provided, and all those chosen had been placed into the Ark of 
Safety. Now God shuts the door. Everything God demands, God provides and He cared for Noah in 
that first He bestowed His Grace upon him. He cared for Noah by giving him the means to which 
build this massive boat and He continued to care for Noah through the entire process. God displays 
further care and Grace by He himself being the one to shut the door. 

     God displays His total Sovereignty in two ways, by being the one to close the door: 

Romans 9:21-24 

21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and 
another unto dishonour? 

22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 
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23 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore 
prepared unto glory, 

24 Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? 

     Just now as in the days of Noah, God hath made vessels unto honor and vessels unto dishonor. He 
was longsuffering in the days of Noah, just as He is longsuffering today, not willing that any should 
perish but that all should come to repentance. But who is the all? The “all” are His elect, those 
vessels of honor, as He preordained eight souls to be saved through the flood. He gave mercy unto 
those eight souls, which He had before prepared unto glory. The reason I have said this portion so 
bluntly, is it has to do with the total Sovereignty of God. As Him being the soul governing force of all 
of the creation and of all time. God has willed it, and God controls it. God does not react to it. 

II Thessalonians 2:13-14 

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because 
God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of the truth: 

14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

     Like I have said, God does not react to anything. God did not react to actions of the wicked sin of 
the people on earth and decide that He would send a flood. Just to one day look down to find Noah 
still offering sacrifice unto Him and not praying unto the idol gods so therefore Noah found grace in 
the eyes of the LORD. God had from the beginning chosen Noah unto salvation, a vessel of honor 
which God would show mercy because He had afore prepared unto glory. This is the reason for 
God’s divine invitation unto Noah and this is the reason that God shut the door, because it was the 
Sovereign act of God Almighty preordained from the foundation of the world to seal him in this Ark 
of Salvation. 

Genesis 7:17-18 

17 And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it 
was lift up above the earth. 

18 And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark went upon the 
face of the waters. 

     It was the same Sovereign power of God that brought judgment and destruction upon the earth 
that God used to lift up the Ark. It bare up the ark, and lifted it above the earth. When I read this 
verse I think of two main themes within the Scriptures which by the same means God force is used 
for both judgment and salvation. 

1. The Crossing of the Red Sea. 
2. The Cross on Calvary. 
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     It was by the same power and means that God brought Salvation to the children of Israel with the 
crossing of the Red Sea. God used this same power and means to bring judgment upon the Pharaoh 
and his armies. Yet He brought the children of Israel across to higher ground. 

     It was at the place of the skulls and God pronounced judgment upon His only Begotten Son, yet it 
is this judgment that brings Salvation to the world. Now God hath lifted Him up, and exalted Him to 
the right hand of the Father. 

Genesis 7:19-20 

19 And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under the 
whole heaven, were covered. 

20 Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered. 

     The waters begin to exceed greatly to cover all the hills and even the mountains of that day. The 
water level reached fifteen cubits above the tallest point. Which is 22 ½ feet above the highest peak.  

     It doesn’t seem like much today, but to have the entire covered in water with all the land totally 
covered, no one could touch bottom, and no one could swim through the torrential up pouring from 
the fountains of the deep and the down pouring from the windows of heaven for forty consecutive 
day and nights. 

Genesis 7:21-22 

21 And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man: 

22 All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died. 

     There was no escaping God’s judgment, because all flesh died that moved upon the earth. People 
say well what about Noah, he was upon the earth? No he wasn’t, He had been given a divine 
invitation into the Ark of Salvation and God bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth. 

     All flesh on earth in whose nostrils was the breath of life died. They may have done all they could 
to stay alive because it’s in the nature of all conscience beings, the act of self preservation. It has 
been proven by geologists today from fossilized animals in extreme elevations that many faster type 
animals may have tried to escape by running to higher ground as the water levels rose. 

     My friends let us learn from this, that when God plans and purposes something it will happen. He 
is in control because it’s His plan. He and He alone is the Almighty Sovereign God. 
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Genesis 7:23 

23 And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and 
cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: 
and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark. 

     Our Almighty and Righteous God knows just how to bring judgment upon the world of the 
ungodly. Every living substance was destroyed. To think just how tremendous will that day be of 
judgment and perdition of ungodly men! Happy they who are safe in the Ark of Salvation and apart 
of Christ's family. 

Genesis 7:24 

24 And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days. 

     In other words there was no reseeding of the waters; they maintained their elevation of destruction 
for one hundred and fifty days. This would affect all life, not just everything that crept but plant life 
as well. However our Sovereign God has thought of everything, seeds and even a new food source 
after the flood. Because He reacts to nothing this is all part of His plan. 

     Only Noah and his family escaped the wrath of God. This was because Noah was obedient and 
had found the grace of God and friends there is only one way for you to escape the wrath and the 
judgment of God. That is to heed the calling of God and accept His Grace. It is only through and by 
the Grace of God found in Jesus Christ that men can be saved.  

Acts 4:12 

12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved. 


