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John 3.3 

The Kingdom Of God Has Come Upon You 

 

Aim: for us to understand more fully what Jesus wants Nicodemus and us to see regarding the 

Kingdom of God. 

 

Scripture Reading: Colossians 1.9-14 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

After last Sunday’s sermon I received some really good feedback from several of you and how 

Jesus’ emphasis on the kingdom in John 3.3 really made an impact in your understanding of 

what Jesus really desired for Nicodemus and us.  There are a handful of biblical topics, themes, 

instructions, you might say, that have been lost over the years.  What I mean is we have lost 

teaching on certain emphases that Scripture clearly presents to us.  One of those is what we 

addressed last week in the new birth being a sovereign work of God alone.  Another emphasis in 

Scripture is the mandate of disciple-making where we are to reproduce what Christ has produced 

in us into other people’s lives—namely the gospel.  A third emphasis in Scripture, that is 

regretfully almost lost, is the Scripture’s emphasis and teaching on the Kingdom of God.   

 

I remember the very first sermon that I ever taught on the Kingdom of God.  It was on February 

23, 2003.  It was in my home church in Lake Charles, Louisiana.  At the time it was just three of 

us in the blessing family (Stephanie, Seth, and I) and Micah was in his momma’s belly.  We 

were living in Louisiana with my folks and going through a very dry season of life.  We had just 

left East Texas and the worse year of our marriage.  There were no ministry opportunities outside 

of my family.  No church wanted me.  We literally felt like God had dropped us off at the Gulf of 

Mexico and we didn’t have a clue what He was doing or where we were going in life. 

 

Then one day my former pastor from the church I was saved in called me to ask me to preach for 

him on a Sunday evening.  So as I studied that week I believed that God was leading me to 

preach on Colossians 1.13-20 on the Supremacy of Christ.  That’s when for the first time I not 

only read, but was overwhelmed by this truth right here in verse 13-14.…“For He rescued us 

from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom 

we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 
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Now at the time, my mind was bent on preaching on the Supremacy of Christ and the 

Incomparable Christ in Colossians 1.15-20.  But to my amazement stood these two little verses 

that preceded the teaching on the Supremacy of Christ over all things. 

 

In these two little verses I learned that this Christ had Himself a kingdom.  And this Christ, 

through the working of His Father as well, transferred me to this kingdom away from the 

kingdom or domain of darkness.  He actually rescued me from the power that the darkness had 

on me and not only rescued me, but then gave me a new home, a new abode, and a new dwelling 

place…He gave me His kingdom.  He gave me His domain.  He gave me citizenship in His 

country.  This now meant I had a new King.  This now meant I had a new way of living.  This 

now meant I had a new way of thinking about everything I owned and was given stewardship of 

in my life.  His Kingdom was now my kingdom and I lived under His Lordship.  

 

 

Early in my seminary days, in the early 1990’s I was introduced to the debate that had been 

taking place between John MacArthur and Charles Ryrie in the 1980’s.  They were debating over 

the Lordship of Christ in salvation.  MacArthur is a proponent that Jesus is not only Savior, but 

He is Lord as well.  Ryrie believes we have Jesus as Savior and then sometime later we make 

Him Lord of our lives.  Scripture teaches plainly that Christ is both Savior and Lord.  We don’t 

make Him anything.  He is Savior and He is Lord! 

 

So when we think about Jesus as Lord, what does this mean?  What are the implications to the 

Lordship of Christ?  How does His Lordship affect my life, my decisions, my family, and really 

every small and great detail of my life?  What does it mean for Jesus to be Lord?  What does it 

mean that He is Lord and King?  What does it mean that this Jesus wants us to see the Kingdom 

of God? 

 

Let’s read our text this morning…John 3.1-3 

 

Title: The Kingdom Of God Has Come Upon You 

Aim: for us to understand more fully what Jesus wants Nicodemus and us to see regarding the 

Kingdom of God. 
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In my studies this week I have gleaned from several writings on the Kingdom of God.  In 

particular is one book that was written from one of my former professors in Dallas, Alan Streett.  

The title of his book is Heaven on Earth: Experiencing the Kingdom of God in the here and 

now.  Along with other books and materials that I’ve read over the years these works have given 

me an awe-filled appreciation for the Kingdom of God and how I am to see myself living and 

abiding in His Kingdom as a Kingdom citizen.  Scripture is simply filled with verse after verse, 

passage after passage, and chapter after chapter on this constant theme of the Kingdom of God. 

 

So what is it that Jesus wanted Nicodemus to see about His Kingdom?  What is it that we 

should see and understand from Scripture regarding the Kingdom of God in Scripture? 

 

I have taken a massive amount of studying and content and I have done my best to boil it down 

into three concise points answering this question….What does Jesus want us to see about the 

Kingdom of God in Scripture? 

 

We Must See That There Was A Kingdom In The Old Testament (Genesis 1.28) 

 

“Fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion…over every living 

thing that moves upon the earth.” 
 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Recognizing God as the Creator is the 

basis or starting point for understanding Kingdom theology.” (Streett)  Two theologians (Craig 

Bartholomew & Michael Goheen) explain it like this “By causing the creation to come into 

existence by his word of power, God establishes it as his own vast kingdom.  He thus establishes 

himself as the great King over all creation, without limits of any kind, and worthy to receive all 

glory, honor, and power in the worship of what he has created.”  “As Creator of the universe, 

God is its rightful ruler.” (Streett) 

 

So as its rightful ruler God now “creates the first human out of the earth” (Streett) and He creates 

Him from the dust and from His own breathe.  He names this human Adam (which means man) 

and later creates from Adam a wife for him.  So Adam along with his new wife Eve are 

commanded to rule and they are given “dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the 

air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

(Genesis 1.26) 
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God also provides them with a home to dwell in.  It is the garden of Eden.  In this garden God 

meets with Adam and Eve and He talks with them and He walks with them.  So the garden of 

Eden you can say is God’s first temple where He meets and gathers with His people.   

 

From this garden Adam and Eve are then instructed to reproduce and multiply and fill the earth.  

You can imagine how this will eventually extend Adam and Eve’s dominion as they rule over 

more and more people and more and more creatures.  So in the beginning “God creates humans 

out of the earth, for the earth, to fill the earth, to rule over the earth, and to be sustained by the 

earth” (Streett) as they cultivate the earth.  Adam and Eve are rulers for God and they have a 

dominion created by God to rule over. 

 

But God then instructs them not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  We read 

that the devil comes to them in the form of a serpent and tempts Eve and she eats of the tree and 

disobeys God, Adam then eats as well and disobeys God.  God curses each one involved and 

tells Eve that her Seed will one day crush the head of the serpent.  So in this moment they are 

told from God that there will be One who will come that will defeat this new enemy and conquer 

him and crush him. 

 

But right here in the garden, “by default, a kingdom emerges in the garden paradise that rivals 

God’s own Kingdom.  From this time forward, another voice will challenge God’s authority 

over people’s lives.  Humankind will become divided—some will comply with God’s voice, and 

others will submit to the voice of the enemy.  Two kingdoms now exist simultaneously side by 

side—God’s and Satan’s—each one bidding for the allegiance of God’s people.”  (Streett) 

 

Well, fast forward many years…sin and rebellion have devastated the earth and its people.  The 

people’s sins have caused enmity between them and their rightful King, God.  God then “chooses 

one solitary man, Abram, to do his bidding.  Abram lives in Ur of the Chaldeans, and God 

communicates a command and a promise to Abram.” (Streett)   

 

“Now the LORD said to Abram, Go forth from your country, and from your 

relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you; and I will 

make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so 

you shall be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses 

you I will curse.  And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” 
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Abram leaves Ur and forsakes his gods.  He simply leaves his homeland by faith only on a 

promise from God.  His allegiance is now to the God of creation.  Streett says, “God has not 

forgotten or abandoned His Kingdom plan for the world.  He will now use Abram to fulfill the 

divine mandate, which is essentially a political agenda.  A great nation will emerge from 

Abram’s family that will serve as an alternative society to the rebellious nations that operate 

according to self-will.  In the midst of a world in chaos, they will reflect God’s will and 

character.  The blessings should lead other nations to seek similar blessings under the banner of 

God’s benevolent reign.  Abram who is now Abraham is given a fresh start by God to produce a 

new humanity in covenant with God.”   

 

Well, fast forward a few more years….Abraham and Sarah have a boy named Isaac.  From Isaac 

comes Jacob.  From Jacob comes 12 sons, one in particular named Joseph is hated by his 

brothers because they are jealous of him.  They sell him into slavery and eventually Joseph is 

thrown into prison in Egypt.  Over the years, through God’s intimate providence, Joseph is made 

2
nd

 in command of the land of Egypt.  Genesis 41.57 tells us that, “all the world came to Joseph 

in Egypt to buy grain.”  That included his own brothers who sold him into slavery many years 

before.  God, through Joseph, saves the Hebrew people from famine.  “Despite being surrounded 

by false gods and pagan idolatry, they faithfully worship God, submit to his voice and maintain 

their witness to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob before the Egyptian people.”  (Streett) 

 

“As Genesis moves toward a conclusion, we encounter the aged Jacob (that is, Israel) at death’s 

door (Genesis 48.1-2, 10).  Calling his sons to his side, he prophesies over each.  This is what he 

announces to Judah:   

Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your 

enemies; your father’s sons shall bow down before you…The scepter shall not 

depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until tribute comes to 

him and the obedience of the peoples is his (Genesis 48.8, 10) 
 

With these words we gain further insight into how God’s Kingdom on earth will be established.  

God’s designated or authorized ruler will come from the tribe of Judah alone.” (Streett)  The 

scepter (the King’s staff to symbolize His sovereignty) shall not depart from Judah. 
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Well, I know we’re moving quickly, but fast forward a few more years...“Just as God promised, 

his people increase exponentially.  With the passing of generations, a new Pharaoh comes on the 

scene who fears that the Hebrews might soon outnumber his own people and seize the land, so he 

orders all Jews enslaved and their firstborn sons slaughtered (Exodus 1.8-11, 15-16, 22).  This is 

a turning point in the story.”  (Streett) 

 

Once again through God’s intimate providence He chooses yet another man to lead His people.  

This man was none other than Moses.  Moses as a baby is rescued and adopted by the Pharaoh’s 

daughter and remarkably Moses’ mother is assigned to his care and upbringing.  Amazing!  

Moses grows up in Pharaoh’s house and is educated and trained in royalty and he too is given 

elite status in the land of Egypt. 

 

Moses eventually learns of his ethnicity and later tries to rescue some Hebrew slaves and in the 

process commits murder and must flee.  “For the next 40 years he lives as a shepherd in a foreign 

land.  But, in one holy moment Moses encounters Yahweh, who instructs him from a burning 

bush to go back to Egypt and lead the Jews out of Egyptian captivity.  He reluctantly obeys the 

Voice.”  (Streett) 

 

“In the Exodus story, God’s people escape from Egypt, being led by Moses and are formed into 

an independent nation under God’s rule.  Israel will become God’s Kingdom.”  As the Israelites 

cross the Red Sea and get to safety they start singing the song of Moses.  Listen to the last line in 

the song, “The LORD shall reign forever and ever.”  Here in this moment “the Israelites 

acknowledge Yahweh to be the true King, whose dominion and reign is everlasting and far 

superior to the world’s most powerful Pharaoh.”  (Streett) 

 

Now we have a birth of a free nation and a free people.  Here is a new society.  A now a new 

covenant with God and His people emerges.  God tells His people through Moses, “you shall be 

my treasured possession out of all the peoples.  Indeed, the whole earth is mine, but you shall be 

for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.”  “And the people pledge their allegiance to God 

and His kingdom.   
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Yahweh is the rightful ruler over the creation, but most nations refuse to acknowledge His 

sovereignty.  Only God’s people recognize God as their King.  Israel will serve as an alternative 

to the surrounding nations by conducting their lives according to the divine principles of justice, 

service, and mercy.  And watch this; holiness will be its trademark.” 

 

God sets up a priestly order in order to allow His people to approach Him.  He establishes a 

sacrificial system led by the High Priest where people will come and offer sacrifice for the 

forgiveness of their sins against Holy God.  They will live in submission to God’s laws and His 

statutes that He has given them through His servant Moses.  Their lives will be a witness to all 

other nations that their God is holy and they live according to His holiness. 

 

I know we’re moving fast, but you know how the rest of the Old Testament goes from here.  The 

people are faithful to God and then the people are unfaithful to God.  God raises up earthly kings 

and He takes away earthly kings.  These kings were to be “God’s anointed agents, mediating his 

rule on earth.  Each king’s authority extends over the entire earth.”  (Streett)  But because of sin 

the kingdom is divided.  The people are then led into captivity.  God sends prophets to proclaim 

His word and His message and His warnings to the leaders and to the people.  At times they obey 

and at times they disobey God’s messages to them.   

 

And then God raises up a worldly king to free the Israelites from captivity.  And from this 

worldly king, King Cyrus of Persia, these words come to the people, “The LORD, the God of 

heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house 

at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.  Whoever is among you of all his people, may the LORD his 

God be with him!  Let him go up.”  (2 Chronicles 36.22-23)   

 

God continues to tell the people what He said all the way back in Genesis that “the scepter will 

not depart from Judah”.  Through the Prophet Jeremiah, God “tells of a golden age to come when 

God will establish a new king of His choosing who will represent him on earth.  So, Israel’s 

focus will no longer be on past deliverance from Egypt but on a future deliverance and the 

reuniting of north and south under a new covenant.  
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Ezekiel pronounces that there will be a restored nation (Ezekiel 36.22-28).  He speaks of God 

raising up a new King to rule His people (37.21-22), and describes these future events in 

eschatological terms: “My servant David shall be king over them; and they shall all have one 

shepherd…and my servant David shall be their prince forever.” (v.24-25)  

 

Now what do you think is so interesting about this prophecy from Ezekiel?  King David died 

centuries before this prophecy, so the reference is to a new King, one who will ultimately fulfill 

the Abrahamic and Davidic covenants and usher in the Kingdom of God.”  (Streett) 

 

“Having been dominated by one Gentile kingdom or another since their days in Egypt, and ruled 

by their own tyrannical kings, the Jews look to God to free them from political oppression and to 

restore His Kingdom to Israel under a new Davidic ruler.  They also begin interpreting the 

prophetic Scriptures from a messianic perspective, thinking…when will the King and His 

Kingdom ever come?” (Streett)  The Old Testament closes! 

 

Do you know what’s interesting about everything that I’ve just talked about?  Do you know 

what’s interesting about this Kingdom and nation of people in the Old Testament?  Do you 

know what’s interesting about this?  Nicodemus, as a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews, would 

have known this story in its entirety…perfectly in every point.  But, he too, was possibly 

wondering…when will the King and His Kingdom ever come?  He heard John the Baptist 

preparing the way of the Lord.  He heard the message; repent for the Kingdom of God is at 

hand. 

 

So what we see in the Old Testament is that the LORD ruled His people and He ruled His 

Kingdom through priests, kings, and prophets.  And so do you think God’s divine plan of a 

Kingdom would end in the Old Testament?  No.  Now the people are longing for The King; The 

Messiah; The Christ; to save them from oppression and now Roman rule. 

 

So in this moment for Nicodemus, Jesus not only wants Nicodemus to know all the biblical 

facts about the Kingdom of God.  He wants Nicodemus to see the Kingdom of God.  He wants 

him to see the rightful rule and the reign of Jesus over His people and over His Kingdom.  And 

as he sees the Kingdom of God…Nicodemus will gladly submit and bow to the LORD of the 

Kingdom. 



9 

 

So what we must understand and see this morning is that the Kingdom of God is not only a 

New Testament idea.  The Kingdom is the very thing that God has been working to from the 

moment of creation.  And after the fall and the sin of Adam, God has been working to this very 

end in order to have a restored Kingdom through His Son Jesus Christ.   

 

Well, not only must We Must See That There Was A Kingdom In The Old 

Testament 

 

II. We Must See That The Kingdom Of God Has Come Upon Us  

 

From the close of the Old Testament period to the beginning of the new Testament Period the 

Jewish nation had been long anticipating the advent, the coming of the Messiah, the coming of 

their promised King who will save them from bondage and oppression.   

 

In the beginning of the Gospel of John and the other gospels we hear of one man named John 

the Baptist, “A voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as 

Isaiah the prophet said.” (John 1.23)  John the Baptist is the long awaited prophet-like Elijah 

proclaiming to all that will hear to, “repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand.”  He is 

proclaiming to all that will hear to, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world!”   

 

John the Baptist is preparing the way of the LORD.  He is preparing the way of the King.  He is 

preparing the people’s minds, hearts, and lives to be ready to receive their coming King.  They 

all understand that they are a nation of people a unique citizenship in the earth.  But they also 

know that they are without a King.  So God chooses John the Baptist so that God through John 

the Baptist will prepare the way of the King…King Jesus. 

 

“When Jesus is born it signifies that God dwells once again among His people (Matthew 1.22-

23).  God has not forsaken them.  He is Immanuel and remains faithful to his covenant.  The 

name Jesus—or more literally, Joshua—means “Jehovah saves.”  Thus Jesus’ birth is a sign of 

God’s presence and points to redemption for Israel.” (Streett) 
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So 30 years after Jesus’ birth, “the Baptist’s message focuses on a single theme—the Kingdom—

and includes both a command and an explanation. “Repent for the Kingdom of God is at 

hand.” 

 

The command to repent is a call for the hearers to change direction or reorient their lives.  The 

word “for” signals the reason or explanation for the change: “For the Kingdom of God is at 

hand.”  Everyone listening to the message would have understood John to mean that God’s end-

time rule as foretold by the Old Testament prophets was about to take place.  Only those taking 

the necessary step of repentance, breaking with the past and giving God their full allegiance, 

would be ready for its arrival. 

 

Repentance included baptism and confession of sins.  This is the response God still expects from 

all who hear the good news of the Kingdom.  Baptism was associated with the Kingdom of 

God before it became part of the church ritual. 

 

So one day John is preaching and Jesus comes down to the Jordan river to be baptized by John.  

Not because He is in need of repentance and confession of sin, but because “Jesus knows His 

baptism is part of God’s Kingdom plan.  It will bring John’s ministry to a climax and will launch 

His own ministry.  For Jesus’ ministry to commence, He must be baptized.  John’s ministry is 

one of preparation, readying Israel for the arrival of the Kingdom.  God’s people, including 

Jesus, must be prepared.  So through Jesus’ birth He is appointed as God’s King.  Through 

Jesus’ baptism He is anointed by the Spirit to be God’s King.”  (Streett)  So at Jesus’ baptism He 

is inaugurated as King of Israel.  But how will they know He is the appointed and anointed 

King? 

 

We know that Jesus’ ministry consists of both teaching and actions or as we like to call them in 

John, signs.  So it is through His teaching and through His signs that Jesus will demonstrate the 

power of the Kingdom and His Kingly authority over earth. 

 

“From the start of his public ministry, Jesus performs acts of power including exorcisms, which 

astonish the masses.  Exorcisms were not uncommon in the ancient world, even among the Jews.  

Most exorcists used incantations and secret formulas to expel evil spirits.  But in one exorcism, 

the crowd is shocked that Jesus doesn’t use such ploys.  He displays a unique authority over 
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demons and does not rely on any recognizable method.  His word alone causes the demons to 

take flight.  Authorized by his Father and anointed by the Spirit, he sets the captives free. 

Jesus sees each exorcism as a victory over Satan himself.  Entering enemy territory, Jesus 

plunders Satan’s house, or kingdom.  Each triumph is a sign that God’s Kingdom has arrived 

and that Satan is losing his grip over people’s lives.”  (Streett) 

 

And this is what we see in Jesus’ ministry.  We see the arrival of Kingdom power in healing 

after healing.  Exorcism after exorcism.  Deliverance after deliverance.  Miracle after miracle.  

Sign after sign.  And some of Jesus’ critics come to him and say that he’s removing demons by 

the power of Satan.  Jesus tells them that they really don’t make any sense, because why would 

Satan drive out Satan?  A kingdom divided against itself will not stand.  And then Jesus says 

these words right here…“But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God then the Kingdom of 

God has come upon you.” 

 

Jesus is making a very plain statement that the Kingdom has arrived, evidenced by the fact that 

his exorcisms are done by the Spirit of God.  This means that the Kingdom has a present as well 

as future aspect.  When the Kingdom comes to earth in its fullness, people will be free from all 

oppression because Satan will be bound.  But the Kingdom had its beginning at Jesus’ baptism 

and was manifested through his ministry.  His exorcisms, His teachings, His miracles, His signs, 

His wonders by the Spirit of God were all demonstrations and evidence that the Kingdom was at 

hand, it has arrived and it is upon them.   

 

He is unlike any King they have ever seen and known before.  This King has come in power and 

with authority being filled and empowered with the Holy Spirit.  He is the Seed of Eve that has 

come to crush the head of the Serpent.  He is the unblemished Sacrifice that all the priests spoke 

of in the tabernacle and in the temple.  He is the Anointed King who not only is in the line of 

Judah, but owns the scepter of Judah.  He is the Prophet who will speak and will reveal and 

explain God to the world.  He is none other than the King…King Jesus and His Kingdom has 

arrived in power! 

 

Therefore, Nicodemus, you must be born again or you will not see the Kingdom of God.  You 

will not see my glory.  You will not behold my glory and my power and see Me for who I am.   
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III. We Must See The Union Of The Gospel & The Kingdom Of God In The 

New Testament (Mark 1.14) 

 

“Mark 1.14 “Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came 

into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God.” 
 

Streett says, “In my opinion, nothing is of more importance than correctly understanding the 

Kingdom.  It is the overarching theme of the entire Bible, a thread that runs throughout it, and 

the great umbrella under which all other subjects are subsumed.”   

 

If Jesus wants Nicodemus to see the Kingdom of God and seeing is also understanding and 

beholding the Kingdom, then what must we understand regarding the Kingdom of God? 

 

The second thing that we should see and understand about the Kingdom of God is how essential 

the Kingdom was in the preaching ministry of Jesus and His disciples.  It was essential because 

preaching the Kingdom was the same as preaching the gospel.  And we all know that the gospel 

is essential to every person’s life.   

 

Matthew 4.23 “Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in 

their synagogues and proclaiming [the gospel of the kingdom], and 

healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the 

people.” 
 

Mark 1.14 “Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came 

into Galilee, [preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God].” 
 

Matthew 24.14 “[This gospel of the kingdom] shall be preached in the 

whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will 

come.” 

Here in just three verses we see that Jesus is equating the good news of the gospel with the good 

news of the Kingdom.  Jesus is preaching the gospel of the Kingdom.  Jesus then turns to His 

disciples and commands His disciples to go into the whole world and preach the gospel of the 

Kingdom to all nations.  Now, “We know there are not two gospels.  There is only one gospel.  

The good news of Jesus Christ and the good news of the Kingdom are the same good news.  

Unfortunately Jesus is often preached today without any reference to the Kingdom.  But apart 

from the Kingdom, there is no gospel, and there is no salvation.” (Streett)   
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Alan Streett (who was an evangelist for many years) says, “Untold thousands have prayed the 

prayer, walked the aisle, or responded in some way to a gospel invitation without effectual 

results.  Life goes on as before.”   

 

So let me ask an obvious question…what if the gospel that is proclaimed today in most churches 

and from most Christians is lacking the power to genuinely save, because it is not the gospel that 

Christ commanded us to preach?   

 

The gospel we know from 1 Corinthians 15.3-4 is that Christ died for our sins, He was buried, 

and that He was raised on the third day” all according to the Scriptures.  The gospel is the death, 

burial and resurrection of Jesus.  This is what the gospel is, but this doesn’t explain to us what 

every person must do with the gospel, so we go back to 1 Corinthians 15.1-2.  Paul tells the 

Corinthians that he made known to them the gospel, which he preached to them in which they 

received the gospel, they stand on the gospel, they are saved by the gospel, and they hold fast to 

the gospel.   

 

So what does it mean to receive the gospel?  To stand on the gospel?  To be saved by the gospel?  

To hold fast to the gospel?  Well in essence, you’ve heard it said, that Christ is the gospel.  He is 

the One who overcame death.  He is the One who overcame the grave.  He is the One who 

conquered death, hell and the grave.  He is the resurrected One and His resurrection is proof of 

His power and authority over those things.   

 

So when you receive the gospel, you are receiving Christ.  When you stand on the gospel, you 

are standing on Christ.  When you are saved by the gospel, you are saved by Christ.  When you 

hold fast to the gospel, you are holding fast to Christ. 

 

And in Christ’s death, burial and His resurrection we see the validation and authority that His 

Kingdom stands.  His Kingdom remains.  That He is the high and exalted King.  That He is the 

conqueror and victorious King.  And He has commanded all of His people to now go in His 

authority to preach the gospel of the Kingdom of God to all the nations (Matthew 24.14). 
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I believe what Jesus is proclaiming here, what Paul is proclaiming here and all the other Apostles 

is that the gospel is not simply for eternal life, but for life in the here and now as well.  The 

gospel is not just your get-out-of-hell ticket, but to overcome hell today and the bondage of sin 

and Satan today.   

 

This is what needs to be understood today about the gospel and the Kingdom of God.  The 

gospel and the Kingdom are one and the same.  When you receive the gospel you receive the 

King and His Kingdom.  When you stand on the gospel, you stand in the King’s Kingdom.  

When you are saved by the gospel, you are safe in the King’s Kingdom.  When you hold fast to 

the gospel, you hold fast to the King while in His Kingdom. 

 

This is why so many of our precious brothers who have fought so hard over the last 30 plus years 

fought to keep pastors, teachers, and churches from separating Jesus as Savior from Jesus as 

Lord.  They have fought so hard to keep people from separating the gospel of salvation from the 

gospel of the Kingdom and the Lordship of Christ. 

 

This is why so many people shrug off the “gospel” message of today that Christ is ONLY a 

Savior.  They’re attitude is, “if He’s only a Savior in order for me to go to heaven one day, then 

I’ll deal with the gospel and Jesus when I’m about to die.”  William Abraham said, “The gospel 

must have relevance for the present and not only for the distant future.  According to the New 

Testament accounts, the imminent arrival of God’s Kingdom (and not the promise of going to 

heaven) was the thrust of Jesus’ gospel sermons.” 

We must understand that there is nothing that is separated between Jesus being Savior and Jesus 

being Lord.  There is nothing separated from the gospel that saves from the gospel of the 

Kingdom of God.  If you are saved from God’s wrath, hell, and the bondage of sin, you are 

saved because you are safe in His Kingdom.  We must see the union of the gospel and of the 

Kingdom of God. 

 

We see all through the gospel accounts that the gospel is the Kingdom of God because it is only 

in the Kingdom of God where you are safe from sin, Satan, the world, and eternal wrath of God.  

Through Christ’s dying to fulfill the Scriptures, through His being buried, and being raised 

according to the Scriptures we are seeing the power of Christ and His Kingdom as He stands as 

the resurrected King of the universe. 
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So when Jesus tells Nicodemus, unless one is born again he cannot see the Kingdom of God, 

Jesus wants Nicodemus to see that there is good news in the Kingdom of God and in that seeing 

there is an understanding that there is no difference between the gospel of salvation and the 

gospel of the Kingdom.  See the Kingdom of God and you will see your salvation. 

 

We Must See That There Was A Kingdom In The Old Testament  

We Must See That The Kingdom Of God Has Come Upon Us  

We Must See The Union Of The Gospel & The Kingdom Of God (Savior & Lord) 

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

End with Matthew 13.43-45….the Kingdom of heaven is like a man who finds a treasure hidden 

in a field….in his joy went and sold all he had and bought the field….. 


