
God's Part in Perseverance
God has asserted this truth. 1 John 3:9

1 John 2:27- "The anointing you have received ofHim abides in you."

God has promised to keep us. Jeremiah 31:40
John 10:28 -"I will give them eternal life, and they shall never perish."

"Ifabeliever should not persevere, God would break His promise...God's love ties the marriage-
knot so fast, that neither death nor hell can break it asunder." (Thomas Watson)

God does the keeping work. 1 Peter 1:5
Also: 2 Corinthians 1:21; 1 Corinthians 1:8; Ephesiams 1:13.

The early Pelagians, ofwhich Arminians and many cults are the inheritors, asserted that man was
able, by his own power, to overcome temptation and persevere to the end. Such an idea flies in the
face of the clear testimony of Scripture that God is the "Author and Finisher of our faith" It also
flies in the face of logic, for many of these same souls pray to God that they may persevere, which
would be absurd if they really had power to persevere in themselves, as Augustine pointed out.

God's electing work is finished in perseverance. Ephesians 1:3-14

I Timothy 2:19 -"The foundation ofGod stands sure, having this seal, the Lord knows those whoare His."

God's purchase of souls is a permanent one. John 6:39
Hebrews 9:12 -"Having obtained eternal redemption [purchase] for us."

Is Christ so inept that He will lose what He gave His life for?

God's union with believers demands perseverance by His power.
Ephesians 5:23.

As a bone ofHis shall not be broken, and as the Great Shepherd searches high and low for the lost
sheep until he is found, so intimate is our relation with Christ that to fall away is to claim that a
part ofHis body is missing, never to be recovered. "God does not marry His people unto Himself,

and then divorce them."

God's enabling a believer to overcome the world demonstrates
perseverance. 1 John 5:4.

Peter lost battles, but he won the war by God's grace: so also Abraham, Moses, David, and many
others.



Your Part in Perseverance
Keep yourself from temptation.

Hebrews 3:11
"Because ofunbelief they were broken off. andyou standbyfaith. Do not beRomans 11:20

haughty, butfear.

Inerease in your knowledge of God.
Psalm 119: 30-32

Psalm 119:9-11 - "How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your
word With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wanderfrom Your commandments!Your wordI have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against you."

Don't be content with partial religion.
Galatians 5:1-4

James 2:19- "You believe there is one God. You do well. The devils also believe, and tremble."

Maintain your integrity.
Psaim 25:21

Job 27:6- "My righteousness Iholdfast, andwill not let it go; my heart shall not reproach me aslong as I live. "
Walk in humility before God and men.

I Peter 5:5
Isaiah 57:15 - "For thus says the High and Lofiy One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is
Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place with him who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revivethe spirit of the humble, and 10 revive the heart of the contrite man. "

Exercise your faith in genuine love.
Galatians 5:5, 6

"For we through the Spirit eagerly wait jor the hope of righteousnessbyfaith. For in Christ
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, bufaith working through love"

Depend upon God's keeping power.
Psalm 40:2

Psalm 17:5 - "Uphold my steps in Your paths, that my footsteps may not slip."

Look to those who have gone before.
Hebrews 12:1

"Therefore, we also, since we are surroundedwith so great a cloud ofwitnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which so easily besets us, and let us run with endurance the race that is

setbefore us..."


