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"He supposed that his brothers would understand that God was giving them salvation by his hand, but 
they did not understand." - Acts 7:25, ESV 

 
In the Gospels, Jesus criticized the Pharisees and religious leaders in Israel for their failure to 

recognize Him as their Messiah. He said to them. "You search the Scriptures because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me." (John 5:39) Now, in Acts 7, 

Stephen is on trial before the same Jewish council that condemned his Lord, and he offers the same 

testimony: The Scriptures God gave to Israel testify about Jesus. 

 
As Stephen continues his Bible history lesson for the Sanhedrin, he spends considerable time focusing 

on Moses, drawing out aspects of Moses' life that foreshadow Jesus. Moses was the greatest deliverer 

of God's people until the coming of Jesus and in the details of his life and the deliverance he brought, 

we can see hints of Jesus, as God was preparing His people for the true and final Deliverer. 

 

Here are some of the parallels that Stephen highlights in today's passage: 

• Moses came to God's people to bring them salvation, but they did not understand and rejected 

him. (v. 25) 

• God's people mocked and taunted Moses. (v. 27) 

• God sent Moses to deliver His people from bondage and slavery. (v. 34) 

• God's people resented Moses and did not want him to rule over them. (v. 35) 

• Moses was both ruler and redeemer of God's people. (v. 35) 

• The Israelites refused to obey Moses and thrust him aside. (v. 39) 

Prior to Moses, the greatest deliverer of the people of God had been Joseph, and they had sold him into 
slavery. It seems clear that God's people have a history of rejecting their saviors. 

 

Stephen wanted the Jewish leaders to see that their rejection of Jesus did mean that Jesus was not 

the Messiah. The Jewish leadership wanted God's people to think that Jesus could not possibly be the 

Messiah, because they had tried and condemned Him. But God's people had violently rejected Joseph 

and had rejected Moses multiple times, too. 
 

In fact, one of the key verses that the New Testament church came to understand as explaining Jesus 

was Psalm 118:22: "The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone." Jesus Himself 

quoted this verse in the Gospels, and then Peter quoted it in his trial before the Sanhedrin in Acts 4 

and in his first letter. 

 
We can often be tempted to think that the world's rejection of Jesus and His Gospel means that we're 

doing something wrong, that we need to change. But the truth is that Jesus told us to expect rejection 

from the world, which is exactly what He experienced, too. But God works through the world's 

rejection. He did it in the lives of Joseph and Moses. He did it on the cross through Jesus. He is doing 

it through His church around the world, too. 
 
Heavenly Father, Thank You for loving us and for giving us life in Your Son. Thank You that the stone 
that the builders rejected has indeed become the cornerstone, the chief stone of the new and living 
Temple. Thank You that You have made us living stones in that Temple and that You are shaping us and 
making us into a house for Your glory. Let us trust You and follow You always. In Jesus' name, Amen.   
 


