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The book of Revelation will be the 66th of the 66 books in your Bible. It contains some 22
chapters but within the book of Revelation, there oftentimes is a great sense of curiosity 
but at the same time a great sense of confusion. If you could ever prove that there is a 
curiosity about a subject matter in the Bible, it is the contents of the book of Revelation 
because a man by the name of Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins have sold tens of millions 
of a book series entitled "Left Behind" that discuss the content that remains in the book of
Revelation. 

So there is a curiosity but I would say this, that the content that was in the book of 
Revelation, that is in the book of Revelation, is probably the most confusing to most 
people. In fact, I've heard many times people say, "Well, I don't want to read that because
I get confused, or I'm scared of it, or it has all this kind of stuff," and oftentimes we think 
that the book of Revelation is very difficult. I'm here to tell you tonight the book of 
Revelation is actually pretty simple. In fact, the name Revelation, Apocalypse, doesn't 
mean that which is veiled, it doesn't mean that which is hidden, but it means to bring 
forth to clarity that which has been hidden in the past. In other words, the whole book of 
Revelation is not to hide something mysteriously from us but it is to simply show us the 
things of God.

Now within this confusion, I think I've got an answer for you. Why is it or how is it that 
you can go to any Christian bookstore and when you go the subject matter of prophecy or
you go to the subject matter of the book of Revelation, you'll find 12 different books with
12 different opinions? Why is it that you get people in a room discussing it and there's so 
much conflict taking place about the matter of the book of Revelation? And I think the 
answer can be summed up in this: the book of Revelation is the most Jewish of books in 
the New Testament. I'm a Gentile. I don't have a Jewish background. I never had the 
opportunity growing up to go to Hebrew school. That's not something that was a part of 
my life. For those who grew up in the Jewish faith, oftentimes they'd go to school until 
2:30-3:00 in the afternoon and then they'll go to Hebrew school until 5:30 or 6 at night. 
They not only learn the Hebrew language, they'll memorize huge portions of the Old 
Testament not only in Hebrew but also in English or whatever their native tongues is as 
well.
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But here, most of us don't have a Jewish background and on top of that, let's be honest 
with ourselves, most good, Bible Belt, Gentile Christians don't have a good grasp of the 
Old Testament. We don't. What we typically know, we know about Adam and Eve and 
Noah's flood and the call of Abraham, and the next thing we come up with is King David.
Well, you missed about 500 pages in between there, and there's a lot of material that's 
contained within the Old Testament that we're not as familiar with, particularly when you
get into the prophets, when you get into Isaiah and Jeremiah and Ezekiel and Zephaniah, 
that is a book of the Bible, you know. You know, Zephaniah, the whole material in 
Zephaniah deals with the day of the Lord or the return of Jesus Christ, and so if you're not
familiar with that content, when you read the book of Revelation, there can be somewhat 
of a confusion.

Now let me share with you the saturation of the Old Testament in the book of Revelation 
to prove my point. The book of Revelation has 404 verses in it from front to back, 404 
verse. In 404 verses, there are 285 direct quotations from the Old Testament and there are
over 500 allusions or references to the Old Testament. In other words, there is an average 
of more than one reference per verse to the Old Testament. So therefore if you are not 
familiar with or you do not feel comfortable with the Old Testament, when you go to the 
book of Revelation it is only natural to be confused. It is only natural to feel like you're 
kind of out of touch.

Now if you're confessing today saying, "I don't know my Old Testament the way I 
should," as we go through the book of Revelation, guess what? You're going to learn it 
because you have to go back and see what it's talking about and it will open up the 
prophets and it will open up the Old Testament to you.

Now there are four gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Most people consider 
Matthew the most Jewish of the gospels. After all, that is who Matthew the tax collector 
pens his message to. The whole content, there's Jewishness all throughout. The book of 
Matthew has 28 chapters in it. There's only 92 quotations from the Old Testament in the 
book of Matthew.

The book of Hebrews, I mean, just look at the name, Hebrews. You know, it begins, it 
makes a very clear point that says it's written to those who have a Hebrew background. 
The book of Hebrews in 13 chapters only has roughly 100 quotations from the Old 
Testament. 

So the book of Revelation has in excess of three times the amount of material from the 
Old Testament that the most Jewish of New Testament writings is. This is why good, 
Bible Belt, Southern Christians go to the book of Romans and say, "I get this," and go to 
Revelation and say, "I don't have a clue about this stuff." It's because of our unfortunate 
ignorance of the Old Testament. The byproduct of this study is going to be this, not only 
will you learn and feel comfortable with the book of Revelation and it's contents, but you 
should learn the Old Testament as well.

Well, it simply begins as this, 

Page 2 of 9



1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto 
his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and 
signified it by his angel unto his servant John: 2 Who bare record of the 
word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he
saw. 3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is 
at hand.

Now in verse 3 it says this, "Blessed is he that reads, hears and keeps the things at hand." 
I believe 2 Timothy 3:16 is correct, all scripture is inspired by God. Not just the stuff I 
like and not just the things that others like, all of it is inspired by God from Genesis to 
Revelation, you can include Zephaniah, Obadiah, Leviticus and all the stuff that we rarely
read. I don't believe any portion of Scripture should be elevated more and/or less than any
other, but the book of Revelation is the only book in the Bible that says you will receive a
blessing from grasping it.

So the question becomes this: why would God say that the book of Revelation will bless 
you? I'm convinced it's like this, you read any book, a novel, say it's got 25 chapters in it, 
if you read the first 24 chapters, you don't get it unless you read the 25th. The book of 
Revelation, you will receive a blessing from it because when you grasp the material, it 
will take the entire contents of the Bible and it will stream it together for you and give 
you a whole picture, so to speak, and you'll begin to put pieces together and that only can 
produce a blessing in your life.

It doesn't just say that we receive a blessing if we read it, though, we've got to read it, 
we've got to hear it, and we've got to keep it. In other words, it's not just about putting 
cerebral knowledge into our brain, it's not just about listening to a bunch of facts and 
figures and I know this and drawing charts like oftentimes you see, but it's about reading 
it, it is about hearing it, and it is about keeping it.

I want to encourage you over the next few weeks and months, read the book of 
Revelation front to back in one sitting and it will take you about 30 minutes. That's about 
it. You know, that's just the time of a normal sitcom. Just sit down and read it. You say, 
"Well, there's a lot I'm not going to understand." That's okay. That's all right. Just go 
ahead and read it.

The second thing, he says to hear it. I want to encourage you to come on Sunday 
evenings. I know things come up, tonight is the Super Bowl and there's other subject 
matters, but there is good stuff. We have every one of our messages available on the 
internet. You can go and you can download them. 

I want to encourage you to hear and also to keep. Everything that we deal with in the 
book of Revelation, this is not to puff you up. This is not so that you can go back to 
somebody and go, "I know more about the Bible than you do." This isn't to go, "I figured 
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out the end and you haven't." That's not the point of this. The point of it, in keeping it, is 
simply this, that it will transform and make us more like Jesus. 

It begins, "The Revelation of Jesus." As I mentioned, it's a revelation, it is to show us, not
to hide from us. But the thing I want you to notice is this, "The Revelation of Jesus." Not 
of John. Now the Apostle John was the one in whom John 21, Jesus made this statement, 
"There may be one of you here who never dies until he sees the kingdom of God come in 
the flesh." What he was stating is the Apostle John was able to live until roughly 95 or 96
AD when he was on the island of Patmos that we'll deal with in a few verses, where he 
was able to receive and understand and write down this vision of God. But it says this is 
the revelation of Jesus. Let me state real clearly: the focus of the book of Revelation is  
not the seven churches. The focus of the book of Revelation is not the Great Tribulation. 
The focus of the book of Revelation is not the seven seals. The focus of the book of 
Revelation is not the Antichrist, it's not the mark of the beast, it's not the two witnesses, 
it's not the third temple. It's Jesus, plain and simple. So in other words, in the process of 
reading and hearing and keeping, if you ever catch yourself getting so caught up in the 
minutiae or so tailored into an area that takes you off the focus which is Jesus Christ, 
you've missed the mark. First and foremost, the whole purpose of the book of Revelation 
is to make Jesus Christ more clear to you than he was and for you to understand and walk
in his way better.

Now the next phrase it says, "which God gave unto him." Now I want you to turn back to
Matthew 24. If you were with us last week, Matthew 24, one of the most definitive 
passages from the mouth of Jesus on his Second Coming. And as we begin in our study 
of the book of Revelation, I want to go to a verse in Matthew 24:36 that many people 
have, I think, unfortunately discerned as showing the ignorance of Jesus. It is a very 
famous verse that simply states this, Jesus says, and by the way, he is responding to a 
question his disciples asked and the question is this, "What will be the sign of your 
coming and the end of the world?" In verse 36 he begins answering that question, "But of
that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven but my Father only." 
Jesus makes the statement, he says, "Hey, if you try to figure out all of the chronlogy and 
the dating and the times and the seasons of all the end times stuff, no one's ever going to 
figure it out." And by the way, if anybody tells you the exact time when Jesus is coming 
back, they missed it, okay? It's real simple. Now we discussed last week there are signs, 
there are seasons that we'll talk about that give us some generalities but as far as saying, 
you know, August 31, 2007 at 5:29 PM, don't go there.

Jesus says, "Nobody knows but my Father only." Unfortunately if you do not read the 
book of Revelation, you can get the idea that somehow Jesus is on the throne in heaven 
completely ignorant, that he's just kind of sitting up there just twiddling his thumbs 
going, "I don't know what's gonna happen. You know, I don't know what's happening." 
But that's not. He says, "my Father only." Go back to Revelation 1, "The Revelation of 
Jesus Christ which God gave unto him." In other words, if you want to do a strict 
chronology here, when the book of Matthew was given by the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit to the person of Matthew, it would have been about 30 years before John was on 
the island of Patmos. Jesus was not stating, "I am in complete ignorance forever." He was
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telling them on Matthew 24 at the Mount of Olives, "Right now if you were to ask when 
am I coming back a second time, when is the physical return, only the Father knows." 
You go to Revelation 1:1, "The Revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave unto him." In 
other words, I believe that Jesus does not sit in ignorance right now. I don't believe he's 
sitting on his throne and the elders gather around and say, "Jesus, when are you going 
back?" And he says, "I don't know." In fact, I think he knows absolutely because as you 
begin to read through the book of Revelation, there are some things in which God gives 
unto the Apostle John, he says, "Don't tell them this." Well, who was it that was 
communicating that information? There are places where Jesus opens a book in chapter 5 
and it says it's sealed with seven seals, and he reveals to John the seven seals but he 
doesn't reveal the content between the seals. In other words, Jesus is privy to more 
information than you are and I am and even the Apostle John was given, but do not think 
that he is ignorant about his return. He is completely in understanding of the ways of the 
world and the end of the world because it says that God gave it unto him.

Now having said, that, a few pages to the right in Revelation 9 there is one of seven 
trumpets judgments, and as we go throughout the book of Revelation, you're going to see 
a multitude of sevens take place. There are seven blessings. There are seven churches. 
There are seven seals, seven trumpets, seven vials. It goes on and on and on and on. But 
in chapter 9, beginning in verse 13, this is the sixth trumpet judgment, and we're not 
going to get into it specifically but I want you to see something. It says, 

13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of
the golden altar which is before God, 14 Saying to the sixth angel which 
had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river 
Euphrates. 15 And the four angels were loosed [listen to this], which were 
prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the 
third part of men. 

I'm going to tell you something, on God's calendar, he knows exactly when this is going 
to take place. He knows to the exact minute when everything that we're going to study is 
going to unfold and we don't. But do not believe in one iota of your life that Jesus Christ 
is in complete ignorance of all that is taking place. In fact, it is in chapter 5 of the book of
Revelation when the angel comes and shows some things to the Apostle John, the 
Apostle John begins to weep and wail because he says, "Man, I just want to know what's 
gonna happen. Why won't somebody tell me?" The person who shows him is Jesus. Jesus
not only has a clue, he understands everything and actually is the one who reveals 
everything that is in the book of Revelation. It is his revelation, it shows who he is but he 
does contain the answers the knowledge and even in chapter 9, he knows it to the very 
moment and minute that things are going to take place.

Here's the thing I want you to focus on tonight. It says in verse 1 that his purpose was to 
show these things unto his servants. Jesus doesn't want to hide the message of Revelation 
from you. As we go on throughout this study, you're going to find there are major streams
of thought. Oftentimes we break them into what is called post-millennialism and 
amillennialism and pre-millennialism, and we'll discuss that when the time comes when 
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we get to that point. And some people get frustrated and they go, "Ah, you know, I'm just
a pan-millennialist. It's all just going to pan out, you know?" And they say, "You know, I 
just this and that," and they get confused. It says he wants to show you. The whole 
purpose of the book of Revelation, God wants you to be in greater knowledge when we 
get done than when we've started. He doesn't want to hide this stuff from you and 
oftentimes we say, "Oh, when it comes to the end of the world and the Second Coming, 
that's just stuff that's hidden in a vault somewhere up in heaven and that's not what we 
have access to." He says here he wants to show it to you. He wants you to know.

Now he may not tell us the exact moment and day and that's fine with me, but he shows 
us enough in the book of Revelation that you can get a real good grasp that almost 
everything you see on television is a farce, that almost everything they tell you about the 
end of the world and impending doom and all this stuff and all the things that are taking 
place, you can sit there and go, "That's not what Jesus said." He wants to show you the 
truth and the answers. He does not want to hide it from you. 

He wants to show you and I want to conclude tonight with this important thing. If you are
not a believer in Jesus Christ, you will get nothing out of the book of Revelation. Period. 
He said the purpose was not to show the world. He didn't say, "I'm here to show the 
world." He didn't say, "I'm here to show the church." No, he says, "I'm here to show my 
servants." If you really want to get an understanding of how the Bible is, if you really 
want to get a grasp on how the world will one day end, if you want all the answers that 
the Ted Koppel's and the Peter Jennings' and all the Dan Rather's of the world spend 
hours and hours and hours trying to communicate to the world, if you want to know 
something they don't know, then come to Jesus as your Savior because as a child of Jesus
Christ with the Holy Spirit living in you, he will show you more in the book of 
Revelation than 20/20 ever will. He will give you more insight. He will give you more 
understanding. His purpose is to show his servants. Believe it or not, Jesus Christ wants 
you to have the answers in the book of Revelation but he cannot show you the answers 
until he has you. 

I want you to turn to the left to 1 Corinthians 2, a letter obviously that the Apostle Paul 
inspired by the Holy Spirit penned us. 1 Corinthians 2 beginning in verse 14. I want to 
show you how this plays out. 1 Corinthians 2:14 says this, actually let me begin in verse 
13.

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual. 14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he that is spiritual judgeth 
all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. 16 For who hath known the 
mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of 
Christ. 
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In other words, it says simply this, that if you are not a child of Jesus, if you have not 
come to Jesus, if you have not gone to the cross and asked him to forgive you of your 
sins, you are destined not to get the book of Revelation. And if you're sitting here tonight 
whether it be in this center or somewhere via media that this service is broadcast in and 
you say, "I want to know the answers to these questions," the first step is getting saved. 
It's not about figuring out the seven seals. It's not about understanding the mark of the 
beast. You will not comprehend the things of the book of Revelation unless you are a 
child of Jesus Christ. Period.

Let me do a flip on that. If you are a child of God, he wants to show you the things of the 
book of Revelation. No longer shall we sit and stand in ignorance and say, "Well, that's 
just not for me to know." Yes, it is. But I believe one of the reasons that we don't want to 
know the message is because we know we'll be accountable to it. I believe and I'm going 
to give you a fancy word tonight, it's eschatology. Eschatology is a study of the end 
times, that's simply what that means. I believe that one's eschatology drives their life. 
How you view how the world and the Second Coming wrap things up will determine how
you live your life.

Let me give you a warning and this may trim down our attendance. If you take the things 
of the book of Revelation seriously, as you begin to read, as you begin to hear, as God 
begins to show you some things, let me give you a warning: he's going to give you an 
urgency for evangelism. If you don't want to be evangelistic, then quit coming because 
it's going to happen. If you don't want to have compassion for those who are not as 
spiritual blessed as you are, then don't show up. If you don't want to grow closer to Jesus, 
this isn't for you. If you don't want to have more of an understanding of the decrepitness  
of sin in this world and the purity of God's holiness, then this is not your study because 
that is what will naturally take place. As God begins to show you the things in the book 
of Revelation, he will do these things in your life. 

Let me warn you, don't settle for ignorance. You know, we have a phrase in humanism, it
says this, ignorance is bliss. No, it is not. Ignorance is not bliss. Ignorance is ignorance. 
In other words, one of the warnings I want to give you is this: do not fall into the trap, 
"Well, it's just all gonna pan out. I don't need to know about that stuff anyway," because 
folks, every one of us not only will we be held accountable, but if you truly like these 
young people said about Disciple Now weekend, if you truly want to come to a place in 
your life where you say, "God, I want to go to the next level," I'm convinced that when 
you get the stuff in the book of Revelation it is a large leap into going to that. But folks, 
he said in Revelation 1:1, this was to show his servants. 

Now let me give you a warning before I close. Just because you don't understand it 
doesn't mean you're not saved. Just because you read something and go, "I don't know 
what that is," don't think, "Oh, no, am I not saved?" No, don't fall into that trap but just 
when you read and when you hear and when you study, say, "God, show me something." 
Folks, a little bit of something's better than nothing and I'm telling you, based on verse 3, 
he wants to bless your socks off. Now that's a theological phrase you can take to the 
bank. 
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He says, "I want to bless you." Let me ask you a question. You don't have to answer out 
loud. Do you want to be blessed by God? Do you want God to smile upon you? Do you 
want the favor of God in your life? Then don't settle for ignorance anymore, settle for 
truth. He says, "I want to show it to you but the truth of the matter is this, you will not 
understand, comprehend and grasp unless you're a child of God."

Now folks, if you're here tonight or you're listening via the media and you're not a child 
of God and you say, "Well, you know what? I don't know yet, this and that." I promise 
you, if you'll read through the book of Revelation and you'll hear it and you'll begin to 
understand it, it'll scare you into getting saved because there are some things that take 
place in the book of Revelation I don't want my worst enemies to go through, much less 
myself, a family member or a friend. Remember that urgency about evangelism? It'll 
happen in the book of Revelation because what you're going to see is the ultimate result 
of a life spent rejecting Jesus Christ and it ain't pretty. As the old bumper sticker says, 
"Jesus is coming back and, boy, is he mad." That is the book of Revelation. You will see 
the pouring of God's wrath on those who have rejected him, but the great news is this, he 
desires to show us all of that so that we can respond appropriately.

The question is this, first and foremost, have we given our life to Jesus? The second 
question is this, do we truly desire to have a greater understanding and to take a step 
forward? If we do, then we will read, we will hear, and we will keep for look at the very 
last phrase in verse 3, "the time is at hand." Folks, we're closer today than we were 
yesterday. In fact, it says in verse 1, it says "the things which must shortly come to pass." 
That shortly come to pass has two different definitions. Number 1, it means it's imminent,
in other words, it's going to happen quickly; and the second thing is this, when it begins, 
it will happen quickly. The events of the book of Revelation, believe this, in chapters 6 
through 19 encompasses only seven years. All that material takes place in a very quick 
seven years of time span, but it says that the time is at hand. Guess what? It's more 
important to understand and be shown the things of the book of Revelation today than it 
was yesterday. It'll be more important next week than it is this week because every day 
we wake up to a sun is a day closer to the return, and every day that we live on this earth, 
we need to have a greater understanding of the things of God in the book of Revelation 
because we are but a day closer to these things happening and, folks, when he begins to 
show you and reveal you, I promise you, you can live a day of excitement and not a day 
of fear.

I want to close tonight with one story. When I was in junior high, I was a part of a 
curriculum and I know some of you have heard this story, it was an independent study 
curriculum. In other words, for one hour a day they took us into a separate room and we 
did independent projects. I don't know if it was just for those of us who couldn't sit still 
and couldn't quit talking, I don't know what it was, but nonetheless, all kinds of different 
projects that they had us do. And we had a teacher, now remember I'm in seventh grade, 
and she was a little bit different, so to speak, and for some reason, and understand this 
was at the height of the Cold War, this was when we had all types of situations taking 
place with the USSR and Russia and nuclear warheads, she decided that she would have 
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us as a group of seventh graders research, plan, and build a scale model of a nuclear 
bomb shelter so that one day if we needed to, we'd know how. Now when you're 13 years
old, that will scare you to death. I couldn't sleep at night. I would sit there and literally 
shake in class. I would begin to sweat because for an hour a day for about 4-5 weeks in 
my life, I sat there and I looked at the fact of the destruction of the world and into my life.
It was very uncomfortable. 

I'm 13 years of age. I'm scared to death. I can't even sleep at night. I made an appointment
with my youth minister. I told him what was going on. I said, "I don't even know how to 
respond." I said, "I'm scared to death. I don't want to tell my parents." You know, I mean,
they knew the curriculum but I didn't want to tell them I was scared. I didn't want a 
brouhaha there. And I said, "What do you have a suggestion for me to do?" Best advice 
he could have ever given me. He said, "Have you ever read the book of Revelation?" I 
said, "No, I'm scared of it." He says, "Well, you're already scared of this, you might as 
well try it." I said, "Okay, I'll give it a shot." At 13 years of age as a seventh grader for 
the very first time, I sat down and read the book of Revelation. I understood about 1% of 
it, that was it, but I understood the most important part and that was in the end we win. In
the end those who have given their life to Christ win, whether they're raptured, whether 
they die naturally or whether they're martyred by the Antichrist, it doesn't matter. In the 
end, we win. This is a book of comfort, not of fear. This is a book that should give us 
peace of mind and a peace of heart, not something that should scare us to death.

So if you look at the news and the stuff and the dysfunctionality of our world and you 
look out there and say, "Man, I just, I don't know how to live another day," the book of 
Revelation is for you. This is your answer. This is your peace. This is your hope. And the 
Apostle Paul said in Titus 2:11 about the Second Coming, he said, "looking for the day of
his blessed return." Folks, we ought to have our eyes up on the eastern sky when we go 
into the book of Revelation, it's going to show us in more detail the hope that we truly 
have in Jesus. In the end, we win. It's all about Jesus. If you get it off that, you have 
missed the whole boat.

So tonight as we start our study of the book of Revelation, as we come to our time of 
invitation, let's establish the foundation, this is about Jesus. It's not about you. It's not 
even about Israel. It's not even about the Antichrist. It's not even about the earth. It's 
about Jesus and how we relate to him. 

Let's pray.
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