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“The Aftermath – Genesis 9” 

     This week we are moving into Genesis chapter nine, which is the beginning of the Dispensation of 
Human Government. This chapter starts a new beginning, for Noah and his family and all of 
humanity.  

Genesis 9:1 

1And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth. 

     God’s blessing was verbally expressed to Noah and his sons. He said to them to be fruitful, and 
multiply and notice what word is used here “replenish” the earth, which means to fill up with what 
was once there. 

     Now God’s command for man is for him to fill the earth back up, yet God says not to Noah to 
replenish man, or replenish the race, but to replenish the earth. Meaning God wants man spread out 
all over the earth. To replenish the earth and not to just stay in one area, this will place a very 
important role later on within our lessons. Part of God’s plan was for man to inhabit the earth, the 
entire earth, from sea to shining sea.  

2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl 
of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are 
they delivered. 

     We see here with the fear and the dread of man placed upon every beast of the earth, where the 
division between man and animals occurred. Prior to this fear and dread placed upon the animals, 
the beast and the fowls, even the fish had no fear of mankind. God put fear within the animals 
toward man which would guarantee a protected species of humanity because the LORD God views 
mankind above all the animals. Now God is about to give Noah laws and commands that would 
govern mankind through the Dispensation of Human Government. 

3 Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all 
things. 

4 But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat. 

     The first command was a new dietary law, God opened up the animal world to man to be used as 
food. This was not a reaction or an afterthought of God’s part because of the lack of plant life on the 
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 earth just after the flood. However this was all a part of God’s Sovereign plan. Before man’s meat or 
his food was only herbs, fruits and vegetation from the earth. Now God has enlarged the menu. 

     But God also added to this command by telling Noah that the sanctity of life is within the blood. 
God placed a stipulation upon the eating of meat, and that is that the blood must be removed to 
instill within mankind a respect for all life which has been granted by God. 

5 And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at 
the hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother will I require the life of man. 

6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man. 

     God places another new law into effect that will govern and guide mankind. A life for a life, 
because God highly values life He now places a command upon all men that will protect life by a 
penalty. 

     Prior to the flood man had become wicked and evil. The unbridled violence had been a common 
occurrence; we see this with Cain, and even a descendant of Cain known as Lamech. Both of these 
men were murderers and had no regard for life.  

     The word “require” in verse five appears three times, it shows that God will seek out and demand 
accountability through justice, which includes judgment and punishment for anyone who sheds 
man’s blood.  

     Man is made in the image of God, His creation and God is establishing a new law to govern man 
by turning over to man the responsibility of holding murderers accountable for their actions by a 
life for a life. Regardless of your specific views on this subject God instated and established this 
command as law, and we must believe the Scriptures and trust God’s word, because it was not man, 
but God that instituted the death penalty. 

7 And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein. 

     Once again God is blessing mankind and expressing His command to bring forth abundantly in 
the earth. Meaning the entire earth and not just one location. 

8 And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying, 

9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you; 

10 And with every living creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the 
earth with you; from all that go out of the ark, to every beast of the earth. 

11 And I will establish my covenant with you, neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of 
a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth. 

     Here God establishes His covenant with Noah and all his seed. This is an unconditional covenant, 
meaning a binding obligation that God has promised to fulfill. Never ever to destroy by means 
judgment with a flood, that is all flesh and to destroy the earth. 
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     Once God enters into such an agreement, a covenant with man it is forever binding. God has 
promised to do something at the covenantal level; He must do it regardless of the faithfulness of the 
other covenant party. This is what makes Him God, for it is only God who can keep and fulfill all that 
He has promised. 

12 And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: 

13 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. 

14 And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the 
cloud: 

15 And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature of all 
flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. 

16 And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting 
covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth. 

17 And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, which I have established between me and 
all flesh that is upon the earth. 

     God gave man a token or a sign of His Covenant and for all the perpetual generations. His bow 
was set in the clouds.  The Hebrew word for “bow” refers to a rain bow, a battle bow and broken 
strength. By this rainbow, God is beautifully saying – “I will hang up my battle bow, or turn it to 
Myself, never to judge sin and destroy the world by a flood again.” 

     Notice how God turned the bow toward Heaven and Himself and not the earth or mankind. 
Because the next time God pronounced judgment upon the sinful man, He remembered His 
covenant. He saw that the bow was pointing toward Heaven and sin of man was judged in the only 
Begotten Son of God. 

    It is here also at Calvary that God makes a covenant with man, and gives us further tokens and 
signs of remembrance of His everlasting promises. The tokens and the signs are the Cross and the 
empty tomb.   

18 And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: and Ham is the 
father of Canaan. 

19 These are the three sons of Noah: and of them was the whole earth overspread. 

     The Bible makes it very clear to bring out the fact here that Ham was the father of Canaan, or the 
Canaanites which will place a vital role in the history of the Nation of Israel later on. We also see 
here that it was from these three men, and their descendants that the whole earth was overspread 
and populated. This clearly establishes only one race of mankind, and that race is human.  

20 And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard: 
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21 And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent. 

22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren without. 

     In verses twenty through twenty-two we can learn much about the time span that had elapsed 
between Noah’s exit from the ark and his sin. Noah did not just happen to have this wine on the ark 
with him as did Lot possess when he came out of Sodom and Gomorrah and his daughters got him 
drunk. Noah began to be a husbandman of a vineyard. That means he had to till this ground and 
plant this vineyard. 

     Knowing this we can see that there was some time lapse between the events. Because not only 
did Noah have to plant the vineyard, he had to harvest the grapes, crush the grapes and allow it 
time to ferment.  

     What was Noah’s sin? It was not the sin of drinking wine, but it was the sin of getting drunk. He 
let his flesh and worldly desires overtake him. When he became drunk he was not himself. He could 
not think with a sound mind and make rational decisions; this does not occur from drinking, this 
occurs from drunkenness.  

     Apparently before passing out, he had become warm, too hot as a result of his drunkenness, so he 
stripped off his clothing and laid there naked in his tent. This is the very first mention of wine in the 
Bible, and this picture leaves people with a negative idea which from a lack of understanding of the 
Scriptures people build entire beliefs and traditions upon this short passage. 

23 And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went backward, 
and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were backward, and they saw not their 
father's nakedness. 

     Unlike Ham, the other two boys went in and covered their father. By Ham not covering his father 
and going off and telling his two brothers, was a sign of mockery and disrespect. He is mocking and 
acting disrespectful toward the one person on the earth for whom he should have had the upmost 
respect for.  

     Yet we do the same thing in a sense. When we have a fellow believer in Christ who has stumbled 
and fell, most of the time we judge, mock, talk badly about them and by doing this we are 
disrespectful toward God.  

Why - for in the image of God made he man. When we raise our hand against man, even by means of 
mockery, slander, and disrespect we have raised our hand against God. 

24 And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto him. 

25 And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren. 

     Verses twenty-four through twenty-five tell us that Ham, the one who had mocked his father was 
Noah’s younger son. The Noah cursed the descendants of Ham, his son Canaan. Noah said that 
Canaan would be a servant of servants unto his brethren. 
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Genesis 9:26 

26 And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. 

     Canaan was one of the four sons of Ham, Noah’s youngest. Yet this curse placed upon Canaan was 
more than just a punishment, it was a prophecy. Canaan in the future of the nation of Israel would 
be the one to serve and not to rule. 

     Because we know that the blood line of Abram comes out of the line of Shem; to whom Noah 
blessed and declared that Canaan would be his servant.  

     This curse that was placed on Ham is against only one of his four sons, and not the whole family 
to descend from this line. This passage has nothing to do with racial prejudice or with segregation 
but it has to do with prophecy. It is not a prediction of what should happen to Canaan, but a 
prophecy of what would happen to Canaan. 

     As we can clearly see later on in the history of the nation of Israel that Canaan was dominated by 
Israel and even others which was the fulfillment of this prophecy. (I Kings 9:20-21). 

Genesis 9:27 

27 God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. 

     God is blessing Japheth here by blessing Shem. Shem which was the middle son and not the 
oldest would receive the blessings of his father and those of God. It was through this blood line that 
Abram would be born, Isaac and Jacob, Boaz, Obed, Jessie, David and later the LORD Jesus Christ. 

Genesis 9:28-29 

28 And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years. 

29 And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years: and he died. 

     Chapter Nine closes out with God continuing to bless Noah with long life, another 350 years after 
the flood for a total of 950 years of life. All the great things that Noah did, all of his accomplishments 
and naval feats with the Ark. He still died just as all men will die because that we are sinners and 
have inherited the physical death penalty of sin.  

     But all those blessings that Noah gave Shem and all those blessings that God gave Shem would 
bring about one from this line that would make an everlasting covenant and be the sacrifice and the 
payment for sin. The Just for the unjust, the Righteous for the unrighteous, that one is the LORD and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 


