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KJV – Genesis 32:1-32 

 

“Jacob Becomes Israel” 

     Jacob and Laban had finally parted ways however God’s providence had superintended that they 
part peacefully. Jacob is making his way back home to Canaan and before his journey is completed 
he is also led by God’s providence to make peace with his brother Esau.  
 
     We will read and cover in the text the key points in the beginning of this chapter that leads up to 
the main event within this chapter; of how Jacob becomes Israel and he wrestles with the LORD. 
 
Genesis 32:1-5 

1 And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 

2 And when Jacob saw them, he said, This is God's host: and he called the name of that place 
Mahanaim. 

3 And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother unto the land of Seir, the country of Edom. 

4 And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob saith 
thus, I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed there until now: 

5 And I have oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants, and womenservants: and I have sent to tell my 
lord, that I may find grace in thy sight. 

     Jacob is leaving Mesopotamia and going back to Canaan in perfect obedience to the Word and 
Will of God. Laban chased after him, but God’s Sovereignty had protected and delivered him. Things 
looked good and the path is clear to get back to the promised land, but there is still an unresolved 
20 year old matter, the matter of Esau his brother. He has made peace with Laban and now seeks to 
make things right with Esau.  

     There are different views as to why Jacob sought to make peace with Esau. Many of these views 
lean toward the idea of fear; however, I tend to lean toward the idea of fellowship. Jacob was not 
the same man he was 20 years ago; God had Sovereignly worked in his life through the events with 
Laban to make him what he is now.  

     God had sent angels to meet with Jacob. Then Jacob sent word to Esau, with a solemn plea for 
grace, unmerited favor. 
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Genesis 32:6-8 

6 And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to thy brother Esau, and also he cometh to 
meet thee, and four hundred men with him. 

7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed: and he divided the people that was with him, and the 
flocks, and herds, and the camels, into two bands; 

8 And said, If Esau come to the one company, and smite it, then the other company which is left shall 
escape. 

     Jacob receives word back from Esau that he is coming with four hundred men. Now this I know is 
where the fear kicks in, he divided his camp and called that place Mahaniam; which means two 
hosts, or double camp. After he had prepared his defenses and made his tactical moves, what does 
Jacob do? He does what we often times forget to do: pray!  

Genesis 32:9-12 

9 And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the LORD which saidst unto 
me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee: 

10 I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant; for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands. 

11 Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he 
will come and smite me, and the mother with the children. 

12 And thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot be 
numbered for multitude. 

     Jacob prayed unto his God, and notice in his prayer he reminded God of His promises made to 
Jacob 20 years earlier. There is nothing wrong with this, in fact there are many times in my prayers 
I feel so moved to speak unto my LORD, Scripture and state through His Word a few of the promises 
He has made me. Such as Romans 8:18, Romans 8:28, Malachi 3:6 and Hebrews 13:8; I’m not saying 
these to remind God, I’m being led to say these to remind myself and draw strength from His Word 
through prayer. 

Genesis 32:13-21 

13 And he lodged there that same night; and took of that which came to his hand a present for Esau his 
brother; 

14 Two hundred she goats, and twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, and twenty rams, 

15 Thirty milch camels with their colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, twenty she asses, and ten foals. 

16 And he delivered them into the hand of his servants, every drove by themselves; and said unto his 
servants, Pass over before me, and put a space betwixt drove and drove. 
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17 And he commanded the foremost, saying, When Esau my brother meeteth thee, and asketh thee, 
saying, Whose art thou? and whither goest thou? and whose are these before thee? 

18 Then thou shalt say, They be thy servant Jacob's; it is a present sent unto my lord Esau: and, behold, 
also he is behind us. 

19 And so commanded he the second, and the third, and all that followed the droves, saying, On this 
manner shall ye speak unto Esau, when ye find him. 

20 And say ye moreover, Behold, thy servant Jacob is behind us. For he said, I will appease him with the 
present that goeth before me, and afterward I will see his face; peradventure he will accept of me. 

21 So went the present over before him: and himself lodged that night in the company. 

     Jacob prays for deliverance, acknowledging his own worries and confessing his own 
unworthiness before the LORD. Then he prepares Esau’s gift and sends it forward in the camp as 
the camp was divided; this act shows that Jacob is not fully depending upon the LORD. Jacob truly 
believed it was within his power to buy forgiveness with these presents; he truly thinks this will 
cover up all the things he has done wrong in regard to Esau. He is totally relying upon his own 
resources, strength and plan rather than depending on God. 

     Now we are getting into the key portion of this chapter, the main event. The Jabbok was a 
tributary that was about 60 miles long which flows into the Jordan, a little more than 20 miles north 
of the Dead Sea. It was a natural boundary and part of the land promised to Israel (Numbers 21:24; 
Deuteronomy 3:16). Jacob sent everyone over the river, but he, himself, remained alone on the 
north side 

Genesis 32:22-25 

22 And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two womenservants, and his eleven sons, 
and passed over the ford Jabbok. 

23 And he took them, and sent them over the brook, and sent over that he had. 

24 And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day. 

25 And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the 
hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. 

     There is a key point we should all take from this event and apply to our lives. “You cannot wrestle 
with Satan and succeed until you wrestle with Sovereignty and submit.” 

Genesis 32:26-27 

26 And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me. 

27 And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. 
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     This man that Jacob wrestled with was no ordinary man. The Prophet Hosea speaks of this man 
as an angel, yet Moses calls him “a man.” This man, this angel was the pre-incarnate LORD Jesus 
Christ and we will see this within the text of this lesson. 

Genesis 32:28-29 

28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with 
God and with men, and hast prevailed. 

29 And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou 
dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there. 

      The LORD could have, at any moment, defeated Jacob and in fact could have executed him. This 
point is clear from the fact that just one touch physically impairs him (32:25) and it is also clear 
from Jacob’s own testimony (32:30). The fact that God had anything to do at all with Jacob is a 
tremendous demonstration of grace.  
 
     We can know assuredly that this man-angel was none other than the LORD Christ.  
 

1. The LORD initiated this meeting not Jacob. 
2. The LORD changed Jacob’s name to Israel. 
3. The LORD declared he was a prince with God. 
4. The LORD let him appear to be in control. 
5. The LORD took away this illusion by demonstrating His power in just a touch. 
6. The lesser is always blessed of the greater. 

 
Genesis 32:30-32 

30 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is 
preserved. 

31 And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and he halted upon his thigh. 

32 Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew which shrank, which is upon the hollow of the 
thigh, unto this day: because he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew that shrank. 

     Peniel – means the face of God, and we know that this was the Christ for Jacob stated: I have seen 
God face to face, and my life is preserved. 
 
     This was not a dream, this was not a vision but this was an actual event. God used this situation 
to humble Jacob to bring him to the place and point where that he will do God’s Will fully even in 
the matter of Esau so that God could fully bless him.  
 
     We can know that this was an actual event because the Hebrew word “wrestle” in verse 24 would 
suggest that there is real pounding taking place and dust is flying. In fact, the Hebrew word literally 
means to pound, to make small like dust.  
 
     It is critical to understand what is actually happening - God is trying to humble Jacob to the point 
where he will stop relying on himself and his schemes and start depending on Him.  
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     His entire life has been scheming and self-sufficiency and to humbly rely upon God is something 
for Jacob that literally causes a war to take place with God. The biggest war you will ever have will 
be the war between you and the Holy Spirit and that is simply because of your flesh. There are some 
that God must totally break, in order to get them to yield to Him; He must, as it were, pound them 
into submission. 
 
     Remember; “You cannot wrestle with Satan and succeed until you wrestle with Sovereignty and 
submit.” You can never win, triumph or have good success until you submit to the Sovereign LORD, 
His Will and His Word. 
 

1. You must be defeated before you can be delivered. 
2. You must be broken before you can be blessed. 
3. You must be crippled before you can be crowned. 
 

 
 


