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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE DIE?  THE INTERMEDIATE STATE

Scripture References

Genesis 2:15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the
garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. 16 The LORD God commanded
the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 17 but
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat from it you will surely die.”

Matthew 10:28 “Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill
the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell.

1 Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be
made alive.

John 5:28 “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who
are in the tombs will hear His voice, 29 and will come forth; those who did
the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds
to a resurrection of judgment.

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless
one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  4 Nicodemus said to
Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second
time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he? 5  Jesus answered,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 “That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 “Do not be amazed that
I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 “The wind blows where it wishes
and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and
where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

John 5:24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes
Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but
has passed out of death into life.  25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is
coming and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God,
and those who hear will live.”  Those who hear are those who have been
given the new birth.  In 5:28-29 all who are in the tombs  will hear and will
be raised bodily.  In 5:25, only those who Jesus sheep will here and live.

John 10:26 “But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep. 27
“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28 and I
give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch
them out of My hand.

John 6:40 “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the
Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him
up on the last day.”  Eternal life is spiritual, since all die physically.  And
Jesus will raise all bodily.

John 8:51 "If anyone keeps my word he will never see death." God gives us
eternal life now.  Again, all will die physically; Jesus can’t be referring to
physical death here.

John 11:25 I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will
live even if he dies, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will
never die.

Matthew 17:1 Six days later Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John
his brother, and led them up on a high mountain by themselves. 2 And He
was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His
garments became as white as light. 3 And behold, Moses and Elijah
appeared to them, talking with Him. Moses and Elijah with Christ on the
Mt. of Transfiguration, both still existing with consciousness and the ability
to speak and communicate.

Matthew 22:31 “But regarding the resurrection of the dead, have you not
read what was spoken to you by God: 32 ‘I AM THE GOD OF
ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB’? 
He is not the God of the dead but of the living.” Citing God’s word to
Moses in Exodus 3:6.  Though their bodies are in the grave.



Rev. 6:9 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the
souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because
of the testimony which they had maintained; 10 and they cried out with a
loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from
judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 

Luke 23:43 "This day you shall be with me in paradise".

Acts 7:55 But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; 56
and he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God.”

Acts 7:59 They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” 60 Then falling on his knees, he cried out
with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” Having said
this, he fell asleep. 

Matthew 27:52 and the tombs were opened; and many bodies of the saints
who had fallen asleep were raised;

John 11:11 This He said, and after that He said to them, “Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I go, so that I may awaken him out of sleep.”
12 The disciples then said to Him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will
recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that He
was speaking of literal sleep. 14 So Jesus then said to them plainly,
“Lazarus is dead, 15 and I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, so
that you may believe; but let us go to him.” 16 Therefore Thomas, who is
called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, so that we may
die with Him.”

Acts 13:36 “For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own
generation, fell asleep, and was laid among his fathers and underwent
decay; 37 but He whom God raised did not undergo decay.

1 Corinthians 11:30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick,
and a number sleep. 

1 Cor 15:6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one
time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;

1 Cor 15:16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised;

17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in
your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have
perished.

1 Cor 15:51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will
all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we will be changed.

1 Thessalonians 4:13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren,
about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who
have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so
God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this
we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain
until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.

2 Peter 3:3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come
with their mocking, following after their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is
the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all
continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.”

1 Cor 7:39 A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband
is dead, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.

1 Cor 15:20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of
those who are asleep. 21 For since by a man came death, by a man also
came the resurrection of the dead.

Philippians 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 But if I am
to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not
know which to choose.  23 But I am hard-pressed from both directions,
having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better;
24 yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake.

2 Corinthians 5:6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing
that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord —  7 for
we walk by faith, not by sight —  8 we are of good courage, I say, and
prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.

Romans 8:38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor
height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us 


