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GOD’S WORD IS A JOY AND DELIGHT
Jeremiah 15:15-16

It seems like it was not very long ago that Jeff and Lisa began
to make plans to go to Ecuador to share the good news of salvation
with people who are sunk in sin without hope. Already, they have
raised all their necessary support and completed a year in language
school. Now we are gathered here to challenge them, encourage them,
and remind them that we love them and will be holding them up with
prayers to our God who is sending them.

We expect them to arrive on the field, spend some time getting
settled in, and soon discovering that everything will not go as
planned. It seldom does. But unexpected changes do not alter the
ultimate reason why they are going and the ultimate work they will
be engaged in. They go to a different people group in a different
nation to tell the same wonderful news that we tell in our setting.
They will take the same wonderful gospel to people who are probably
not chomping at the bit to hear it. 

Over the next several months, yeah few years, as they complete
what is commonly referred to as their “first term,” we will receive
letters, emails, texts and maybe a Facetime or two, letting us know
how the work is going. But don’t expect to hear everything. On one
hand, they need to be busy at the work, not busy-bodies on social
media. However, we do look forward to hearing something. We do
not want them to adopt Adoniram Judson’s attitude which he
expressed to his supporters, “Permit us to labor on in obscurity, and
at the end of twenty years you may hear from us again.”

On the other hand, there are going to be issues, tests, and trying
circumstances about which we will hear little or nothing. That is the
lot for the servants of the Lord in every culture in every season of life.
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Many tests and trials are borne and endured between the Lord and His
servant alone. Jeremiah felt that way on occasion. He suffered a great
deal because of His relationship with God. Because God’s people
were in rebellion against God, they were also in rebellion against
God’s spokesmen. Sometimes Jeremiah reminded God that it wasn’t
his idea to become a prophet in the first place. God called him to that
task in which he would suffer much.

But God also supplies the encouragement and confidence His
messengers need to continue in the work. The chief source of the
encouragement is the Bible. Jeremiah learned as many of us have
learned (and as Jeff and Lisa will continue to learn), that the Word of
God is our delight even though it is often the cause for our suffering.
It is an ironic work to take the wonderfully good news of the gospel
to sinners who are hopeless without it, only to have them reject it and
reject us for telling them. And still, in all that irony, God gets glory
for Himself. 

Jeremiah’s Delight.

God’s servant faced difficult circumstances. We are never
surprised to read such statements in the Bible or hear about such
situations in life. In the midst of trials, it is good for us to conclude
with Jeremiah that the Lord knows. O LORD, you know; remember
me and visit me (v.15a). 

Jeremiah’s prayer was a cry from the pit of difficult
circumstances. In that condition, the servant of Yahweh reminded
Him that He was well aware of the messenger’s difficulty. Maybe it
was more of a case of the servant reminding himself. Because
Jeremiah chose to submit to God and chose to communicate God's
message, any plan for how his peers and relatives would perceive him
was taken out of his hands. Their perception was predetermined
because their nature was in conflict with the nature of the message.

The people in Jeremiah’s culture, like people in any culture,
were governed by the sin principle and the human nature principle.
The message of God exposed the error of those principles and that
made the people angry. So what did Jeremiah expect would happen?

In all his questions and confusion, Jeremiah never lost sight of
the fact that God is omniscient. He knew that God knew every detail
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of his trial. He knew that God knew every detail of his feelings and
emotions. Therefore, we see four imperatives in this prayer based on
the fact that God knows: 1) Remember me (v.15); 2) Visit me (v.15);
3) Take vengeance (v.15); and 4) Know (v.16). Because the LORD

remembers and intervenes in (visits) His people’s lives, we can trust
Him to take care of vengeance or retribution if any is necessary.

And because God knows, Jeremiah was certain that the Lord
owns vengeance. His prayer was for God to remember him and visit
him and take vengeance for me on my persecutors (v.15b). Jeremiah
preached in a time of political unrest and uncertainty. The context of
chapter 15 was probably during the reign of Jehoiakim (609-597
B.C.). In that period of history, Egypt was beginning to decline as a
world power. Pharoah Neco had made an assault against Assyria to
the north of Judah. In the process, King Josiah (good king in Judah)
meddled with Neco who killed him in battle at Megiddo. The people
of Judah made Josiah’s son Jehoahaz king but Pharaoh Neco said,
“Nope” and appointed Johoiakim, a younger son of Josiah, king. So
guess who really ruled Judah for awhile? Egypt. 

That was for a short time because also at that time the Median
kings were growing in power. But the great powerhouse rising was
Nebuchadnezzar. Early on in Jehoiakim’s reign he decided to rebel
against Nebuchadnezzar. In response, the powerful king of Babylon
marched into Jerusalem and took some of the chief, most talented
young people captive in 605 B.C. Some of those talented young men
were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah (the last three are better
known by the Babylonian names Nebuchadnezzar gave them,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.

In addition to Babylon, God sent other more powerful armies
into Judah. And the LORD sent against him bands of the Chaldeans
and bands of the Syrians and bands of the Moabites and bands of the
Ammonites, and sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to
the word of the LORD that he spoke by his servants the prophets (2
Kings 24:2).

In that very trying and unsettling situation, Jeremiah was
persecuted for declaring God’s message. What was God’s message?
God’s message was that He was bringing destruction upon the people
because of their sins. Jeremiah reminded the people that He had
spoken God’s word plainly for twenty-three years at this point, but
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the people wouldn’t listen (Jeremiah 25:3). He reminded them that
God kept sending the same message. “Turn now, every one of you,
from his evil way and evil deeds, and dwell upon the land that the
LORD has given to you and your fathers from of old and forever”
(Jeremiah 25:5).God’s messenger kept teaching the sinners that
because they rejected God’s word, God promised to level judgment
against them. 

Specifically Jeremiah had to tell the people that God was going
to raise up Babylon against them. “Therefore thus says the LORD of
hosts: Because you have not obeyed my words, behold, I will send for
all the tribes of the north, declares the LORD, and for
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and I will bring
them against this land and its inhabitants, and against all these
surrounding nations. I will devote them to destruction, and make
them a horror, a hissing, and an everlasting desolation” (Jeremiah
25:8-9).

God sent that message at the beginning of Jehoikim’s reign
(Jeremiah 26:1). It was not a pleasant message and the people did not
respond pleasantly. And when Jeremiah had finished speaking all that
the LORD had commanded him to speak to all the people, then the
priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold of him, saying,
“You shall die!” (Jeremiah 26:8). That was a serious threat because
King Jehoiakim had killed the prophet Uriah for declaring the same
message from God (Jeremiah 26:20-23). It was about that same time
also that the officials had Jeremiah thrown into the cistern where he
sunk down into the mud (Jeremiah 38:6).

But God didn’t change His message just because it was not
palatable to the people. Back at the opening of this chapter we notice
the context of our text where Jeremiah said, Then the LORD said to
me, “Though Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet my heart would
not turn toward this people. Send them out of my sight, and let them
go! And when they ask you, ‘Where shall we go?’ you shall say to
them, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Those who are for pestilence, to
pestilence, and those who are for the sword, to the sword; those who
are for famine, to famine, and those who are for captivity, to
captivity”’” (Jeremiah 15:1-2). 

The good news, the reason for hope is that in the midst of those
very stressful circumstances, God’s messenger knew that the Lord is
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forbearing. And so he prayed, In your forbearance take me not away;
know that for your sake I bear reproach (v.15c). While God was
suffering long with the people’s rebellion, Jeremiah asked for mercy.
Because the people were fighting with God, they well could have
killed Jeremiah like they had killed other prophets. So Jeremiah
prayed like David, Do not sweep my soul away with sinners, nor my
life with bloodthirsty men (Psalm 26:9).

The messenger reminded God that he had put up with
persecution for the glory and sake of God. Is there any
encouragement for the Lord’s servants when they are under such
stress?  Yes indeed. God’s servant found joy in God’s Word. It
sounds a bit strange for us to read, Your words were found, and I ate
them (v.16a). This is a picture of the servant of God consuming the
message from God. We would say it is, “Making the Bible an
essential part of our being.” 

Jeremiah’s confession takes us back to the day when God called
Jeremiah to be His preacher. Then the LORD put out his hand and
touched my mouth. And the LORD said to me, “Behold, I have put my
words in your mouth” (Jeremiah 1:9). God said the same kind of
thing to Ezekiel. “But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. . . .
open your mouth and eat what I give you” (Ezekiel 2:8). John heard
the same kind of command while he was learning about the future
while on Patmos. So I went to the angel and told him to give me the
little scroll. And he said to me, “Take and eat it; it will make your
stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey”
(Revelation 10:9). Jeremiah was not just familiar with God’s Word;
it was a part of him.

The Lord’s words became joy and delight. The messenger
testified, And your words became to me a joy and the delight of my
heart (v.16b). God’s words rejoiced the servant’s heart (intellect,
emotions, will). God’s words impacted Jeremiah’s life with joy. That
is because the Lord’s words are joy to the Lord’s people. Immediately
after admitting that God’s words brought him joy and delight,
Jeremiah acknowledged, For I am called by your name, O LORD,
God of hosts (v.16c).

The reason God’s message brought joy to Jeremiah is because
he was God’s chosen servant (Jeremiah 1:4-19). Literally, the phrase
means the name of the Lord God of hosts was called upon me. The
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phrase speaks of God’s ownership (Jeremiah 7:10-11). God’s Word
will be a joy and delight to a true servant of God. Would-be servants,
religious folks, somewhat-followers of God can take it or leave it.
How unlike human predictability that the very thing that caused so
much joy and delight in the preacher’s heart brought the stress of
persecution from those who would not tolerate it.

Jeff and Lisa’s Delight.

God’s servants still face difficulty. For this missionary couple,
there will be difficulties in circumstances. Moving into a different
culture brings expected trials. The language will be different. The
traditions will be different. The laws, the money, the whole culture
will be different. Also, moving into a different culture brings
unexpected trials. Even though Jeff is familiar with the culture
because he grew up there, still in any given city or neighborhood
unexpected expectations will cause stress. Jeremiah would certainly
attest to the trials that he faced simply because of his culture’s
upheaval.

Furthermore, there will be difficulties in relationships. Jeremiah
sure knew that. This will be certain simply because of human nature.
There will be problems with jealousy because of perceptions about
foreigners. There will especially be conflict because you are
Americans. Because you arrive in a position of leadership, with the
purpose of being a leader, others will resist you. It is as predictable as
the alpha male moving into a herd in the animal kingdom.

Worse is when the relationships are strained between co-
workers. On one hand, it is likely that you will work well with Jeff’s
parents as co-workers. But without a doubt, there will be other
missionaries in the area who will have different ideas about how the
work should be done. There will be citizens of Ecuador who claim to
love the Lord who will insist on doing God’s work their way. These
conflicts can become a source of great discouragement. There will be
times when you feel like Jeremiah.

In the face of circumstantial and personality conflicts, it will be
good to maintain the confidence that Jeremiah and J. Hudson Taylor
had in knowing that God knows. Taylor wrote, “It is no small comfort
to me to know that God has called me to my work, putting me where
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I am and as I am. I have not sought the position, and I dare not leave
it. He knows why He places me here  – whether to do, or learn, or
suffer.”  

Know also for certain that God will overrule the circumstances.
Remember that vengeance is not yours to take. Rest on God’s
promises like the one He gave to Moses. “Vengeance is mine, and
recompense, for the time when their foot shall slip; for the day of
their calamity is at hand, and their doom comes swiftly. For the
LORD will vindicate his people and have compassion on his servants,
when he sees that their power is gone and there is none remaining,
bond or free” (Deuteronomy 32:35-36). 

Often in times of conflict I have turned to the comforting
promises of Psalm 37. David wrote, Fret not yourself because of
evildoers; be not envious of wrongdoers!  For they will soon fade like
the grass and wither like the green herb.  Trust in the LORD, and do
good; dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness. Delight yourself in
the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart. Commit
your way to the LORD; trust in him, and he will act. He will bring
forth your righteousness as the light, and your justice as the noonday.
Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; fret not yourself
over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out
evil devices! Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath! Fret not
yourself; it tends only to evil. For the evildoers shall be cut off, but
those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land (Psalm 37:1-9).

Flee to God’s Word and discover that it is still the source of joy
as it was for Jeremiah. And follow the prophet’s example in that the
Bible must be “eaten.” Feed on it every day. Find your identification
in it. Know it well, use it well so that your life becomes characterized
by it. Again, it was Taylor who wrote, “Do not have your concert
first, and then tune your instrument afterwards. Begin the day with
the Word of God and prayer, and get first of all into harmony with
Him.” 

Feed on God’s Word and discover that the Bible will give joy
and delight. It will impact your heart (intellect, will, emotions). If you
are finding that the Bible is burdensome, that it is stifling your
desires, that it is restricting your life, something is wrong. When you
desire to know and do the will of God, His Word is a daily source of
joy and delight.
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And know that the Bible is God’s resource to His people. Know
that God’s Word is the final authority in your life. Teach those who
will listen that God’s Word is the final authority in their lives. It is the
definitive word.

The story is told of a battleship that was lost in the fog. Spotting
the light of another ship in the distance the captain of the battleship
radioed, “Heading for collision. Turn 15 degrees north.” The reply
came back immediately, “Heading for collision. Turn 15 degrees
south.” The captain was not accustomed to having his orders
countermanded and sent a stronger message: “No, you turn 15
degrees north.” To which the reply came, “No, you turn 15 degrees
south.” Now the captain was infuriated and decided to throw his
weight into the argument. “This is a battleship. Turn 15 degrees
north.” The last message was short and to the point. “This is a
lighthouse. Turn 15 degrees south.”

The Sinner’s Delight.

Jeff and Lisa are going to Ecuador to help sinners face reality.
The important and frightening reality is that the Lord knows. And
more frightening still is that the Lord knows all of us. They are
taking the Good News to Ecuador and the Good News is that God
knows every person better than we know ourselves. It is the good
news that God knows in detail every sin each person has committed,
does commit, and will commit.

People who hear you teach that will not think it is good news.
They might react adversely. It gets even more stringent. The Lord
will get recompense. God has clearly taught that the wages of sin is
death (Romans 6:23). That is exactly the same message Jeremiah
preached and we know how he was treated. The Good News is that
the penalty for sin will be God consigning the unrepentant sinner to
the Lake of Fire for eternity. 

The Good News is that the Lord will take them away. It is the
Creator’s authority to determine that sinners will be punished for
committing sin. Remember His authoritative message to Jeremiah.
Then the LORD said to me, “Though Moses and Samuel stood before
me, yet my heart would not turn toward this people. Send them out of
my sight, and let them go! And when they ask you, ‘Where shall we
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go?’ you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Those who are for
pestilence, to pestilence, and those who are for the sword, to the
sword; those who are for famine, to famine, and those who are for
captivity, to captivity”’” (Jeremiah 15:1-2).

God is in charge and sinful people don’t like that. They will
think that you are telling them Bad News not Good News.

But the Good News continues in that it declares that sinners
need to find joy in God’s Word. There is joy in the Bible because the
Bible reveals truth. It reveals the full and absolute truth about God,
about the sinner, about the penalty for sin. That doesn’t sound like a
very good source of joy, does it?

Press on and learn that the Bible really does reveal Good News.
The Word of God tells us that He has invited sinners to say the same
thing He says about their sins. God has provided the payment to cover
the offense of sin through His Beloved Son’s sacrifice. God offers
pardon for all who will trust His finished work for the forgiveness of
sins. God promises everlasting life for everyone who will admit their
offenses against Him and accept His payment by faith. 

That is good news. The Good News is a delight to those who
trust it. We discover in our own experience that the good news of the
gospel is our great joy and delight. Knowing we are right with God
puts joy in our hearts that no one can take away. Knowing that we are
now called by God’s name, He has put His name on us, brings us
delight.

All of us who are children of God through faith in Jesus Christ
are given the privilege of telling this wonderful news to needy sinners
who are otherwise hopeless. It is ironic that often, the very people
who need to hear the good news respond negatively. Sometimes they
will even make our lives miserable. But our hope is stayed on the
promises of God’s Word. It is a joy and delight to know that He who
began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of
Jesus Christ (Philippians 1:6).
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