
Christ’s Radical Vision 
 
The Story of the Great Commission 
 
…Many believed the movement was over.  Jesus was dead. Not just dead … crucified!  And there is a 
difference, especially for His followers.  With their leader crucified, what awaited them if they continued what 
He had started?  The crucifixion was meant to be not only death for Jesus, but death to His movement.  It was 
a message sought to be sent loud and clear to His followers by the high priest and the Pharisee’s. 
 
The disciples were hiding.  What was next?  They should have known because Jesus told them.  But their 
hearts were hardened to what Jesus tried to warn them was coming.  Their minds would not allow their hearts 
to believe it or consider it.  His death by crucifixion was God’s plan.  And nothing was going to stop it.  It had to 
happen. 
 
It’s what God had determined following the sin of Adam and Eve.  The death of Christ, His soon to come 
resurrection, and all that would follow was why God had established the Jewish people as His people.  It is the 
“why” of Abraham.  It is the “why” of the chosen people and race.  It was the “why” of Moses and the Law.  It 
was the “way” of human redemption, not just for Abraham’s descendants, but for Adam’s descendants. 
 
So, to the cross Jesus went.   
 
Now before He died one of the things He told them was that after He died He would meet them in Galilee.  
Imagine that.  No wonder they were confused.  Have any of you ever heard of such a thing.  “I will die this 
Friday.  How about let’s set up a meeting for next Friday?  Are you available?”   
 
Well, after a few days of reminiscing through their memories together; after crying, grieving, and feeling great 
remorse for abandoning Jesus in His greatest hour of need; a message came to them that stirred up 
everything, especially hope.  A few women disciples had visited the tomb and found it empty.  His body was 
gone and it was explained by an angel that He had risen from the dead.  The angel had instructed them to tell 
everyone to head to Galilee for the rendezvous.  What’s more, these women claimed that Jesus Himself had 
appeared to them and said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, 
and there they will see Me.” 
 
And see Him they did.  And there it was that the resurrected Christ, victorious over death and the grave, gave 
them His incredible, radical vision.  A vision that they labored for and ultimately gave their lives to.  A vision 
that was difficult to accept and required a transformation of their own hearts and thoughts to embrace.  A 
vision that had been written about in the Law, in the Psalms, and as well as in the prophets.  It is the vision 
that we studied last week in Psalm 67.  A vision that when accomplished would bring about worshippers from 
every nation, tribe and tongue at the feet of Jesus. Forgiven, justified, sanctified and glorified for an eternity 
with our blessed God. 
 
Turn to Matthew 28:16.  Here we will read Matthews’s account of Jesus’ vision and mission: 
 
Matthew 28:16-20 But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated. 
17And when they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. 18And Jesus came up and spoke to 

them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19"Go therefore and make disciples 

of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them 
to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."  
 



The intent of my message today is to answer the question of “What is so radical about the Great Commission 
that would call for such radical commitment and sacrifice of Jesus’ disciples?”  We’ve been studying the radical 
claims and demands of Christ upon us.  Today in this text we find out why following Jesus Christ requires such 
radical demands as what we have been learning. 
 
Examples: 
Surrendering ownership of material possessions. 
Exalting Christ above all human relationships. 
Preparation to lose one’s life if need be. 
 
So here are three answers to the question “What’s so radical about the Great Commission?” 
 
Answer #1:  The International and Global Scope of His Vision 
 
In the Great Commission passage Jesus claims to possess “All authority in heaven and on earth.”  This is 
necessary to emphasize, given that He’s about to call for the unthinkable from a typical Jewish perspective of 
His day.  Unlike the psalmist in Psalm 67 who looked ahead and prayed for the worship from people of all 
nations, the Jews of Jesus day did not think in these terms.   
 
The Great Commission “rights the ship” to what God had intended since Adam and Eve sinned.  The 
redemption of mankind and the worship of all nations. 
 
Universal authority corresponds to a universal vision.  There would be no place geographically, and no race or 
nationality, which would be outside the scope of Jesus’ vision.  He had authority over all the earth and all 
mankind.  He was the creator of all and He is the redeemer of all.  He is the only way, the only truth, and the 
only life; and no one would experience forgiveness or eternal life without Him. 
 
So that is a radical claim and a radical scope.  Even lost American culture would consider this radically 
offensive.  It’s far more politically and religiously correct to embrace an “all roads lead to heaven” view.   
 
It is because Jesus has all authority that we must take the message of Jesus around the globe.   
 
But the scope of this vision was also radical because of how “big” the earth was at that time.  Today because 
of travel, technology, language and communication advancements we live in a global society.  We can transmit 
messages via audio, video and written instantaneously around the world and cheaply. 
 
For example, what is possible and actual on a weekly basis from a local church such as ours was unimaginable 
at the time Jesus told His disciples to make disciples of all nations. 
 
This last month alone our teaching has reached the following nations:  ITALY, FRANCE, UNITED KINGDOM, 

CANADA, SINGAPORE, PORTUGAL, VIET NAM, CHINA, HONG KONG, MALAYSIA, NETHERLANDS, NIGERIA, 
PHILIPPINES, AUSTRALIA, ROMANIA, SOUTH AFRICA 
 
We live in a much smaller world, but still even today the scope of this vision is radical dreaming because 
people as a rule don’t care about people on the other side of the globe like they do the people of their own 
community, nation and race. 
 
We still have the national and racial and cultural barriers to this vision that must be overcome for both local 
congregations and their members to embrace Jesus’ vision.   
 



Answer #2: The Multiplication Method of His Vision 
 
The command was for disciples to “make disciples.”  But who was this command given to?  Well, who was 
there that He was speaking to?  “The eleven,” right?  Possibly the women who told them, maybe others too, 
but the primary audience is for sure the eleven whom He was sending out to teach others what He had taught 
them. 
 
But there was a secondary audience in view as well.  Look at the promise at the end of the text.  “I will be with 
you always, even to the end of the age.”  How long were these people who were with Him on that day going 
to be about this disciple-making business?  The rest of their lives.  For some this meant a year or so because 
they would lose their lives.  For others it would be several decades.  So their disciple-making ended a long, 
long time ago.  Yet Jesus is indicating that His part in the Great Commission would go on until the end of the 
age.  So who else does He have in mind here? 
 
Those who would be discipled by His disciples, and those who would be discipled by those disciples, and those 
who would be discipled by those disciples…. 
 
His vision was one of multigenerational disciple-making.  Seems like a radical plan to me.  Why is it radical?  
Because it depends upon people to some degree being willing to give their lives and sacrifice all for a person 
they have never seen before.  It depends upon the presence of a leader who died 2000 years ago and is only 
with us in a spiritual indwelling sort of way. 
 
It’s radical to people today because it is an anti-clergy vision.  What I mean by that is it is dependent upon the 
average lay person, like each one of you, taking up this vision and making it your vision.  It is dependent upon 
you winning people to Christ and teaching them the bible.  That is what “making disciples” is.   
 
This is an approach of person to person evangelism and mentoring.  Jesus modeled this by focusing on twelve 
who would turn around and do with others what He did with them.  Yes, they would preach and teach crowds, 
but they would disciple and evangelize person to person. 
 
Answer #3: The Cooperative Nature of His Vision 
 
The Promise: “I am with you always…” indicates this is a joint work between Christ and disciple makers.  Often 
we focus far too much on our going, baptizing and teaching; and far too little on what it means for Him to be 
with us. 
 
This is really pretty crazy, isn’t it?  We are to risk our lives and lay down our possessions to join a crucified, 
resurrected, and ascended King in building a global kingdom.  We are to depend mostly upon Him whom we 
cannot see with our eyes. 
 
He wants His disciples to know that He is going to be with us in a very real way that would make the mission 
successful.  He will lead us, He will provide and fund the mission, He will allow some to be killed and others to 
escape death miraculously.  He will at times confirm our message with signs and wonders and answers to 
prayer.   
 
There is nothing He will not do for us as we lay down our lives for His vision.  In John 15 He told His men as He 
was about to die “If you abide in Me and My words abide in you ask what you will and it will be given to you.”  
This was not a promise to answer prayers for money, cars and possessions.  He already assumed that His 
disciples had let go of their material aspirations to embrace the Father’s eternal aspirations. 
 



This is about us joining Him, relying upon Him, following Him, as we make disciples of Him. 
 
Conclusion: This is a radical, radical vision.  It’s global and international.  It’s dependent upon very average 
people risking their lives, careers, health, and wealth for the sake of God’s glory and the salvation of 
unreached people we don’t even know.  It’s dependent upon the promise of the indwelling Spirit of Christ 
being with us. 
 
And for far too many, we think of the Great Commission as the responsibility of the church.  But I want you to 
know this was given to individuals who would be a part of the church.  Sure, it has a local church application.  
We are to collectively be about the global international vision of making disciples of all nations.  But it is far 
more important that individuals evangelize and make disciples because if this vision is taken up by individuals 
it will definitely be done by the local church.  But just because the local church is about this vision doesn’t 
mean that each individual is. 
 
You must embrace this vision of making disciples.  You are commanded to do so.  You are commissioned to do 
so.  It is as much your job as anyone’s.  And we all will be held accountable for coming up with ways to make 
disciples of all nations.  You know the message of the gospel.  You know what it has done for you.  And Jesus 
expects you to share it and teach others how to walk with God. 
 
For those listening to me who are still unsure about Jesus:  This message helps you to understand better what 
Jesus was all about, what He came to do, and what you are invited into if you choose to follow Him. 
 
He takes people like you who have grown weary under the burden of your own sin and liberates you from the 
kingdom of darkness into His kingdom.  He begins to transform new followers from the inside out.  And He will 
fill us with His Holy Spirit, bring you into a loving family, and equip you to reach a part of the world that you 
have access to. 
 
He will take ownership of all you currently think of as yours and assume full authority over your life.   
 
You’ll have peace with God, purpose in life, and eternal security.  But it will cost you everything.   
 
If you’re willing to surrender yourself to the Lord Jesus Christ you can become His today.  Repent and believe 
and you will be saved. 


