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Romans 8:29a (28-29) 
 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 50 

Introduction: 

     Once again, we find ourselves in the glorious trilogy of verses from Romans 8:28-30. We 
are still speaking on the subject of the eternal security of the believer, through and by the 
Sovereignty of Almighty God. So open your bibles to Romans chapter number eight.  
 
Romans 8:28-30 
 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.  
 

29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
 

30Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He 
also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified.1 

 
     This lesson will be on one of the touchiest subjects of the entire Bible that is the doctrine 
of ‘Predestination.’ This subject really, only answers one question, and that is the absolute 
Sovereign will of God, however, it opens the door to hundreds of more questions. Without, 
accepting is truth by faith, there will be a countless number of folks their entire life that will 
wrestle with this truth in fear in an attempted to try to explain it away to justify God in His 
Sovereign decrees.  
 
     May we never put limitations upon God, because all that He does is just, right and Holy, 
and He does all things according to the counsel of His own whether we approve of it or not. 
 So please resist the temptation to question the wisdom of God, to question the love of God, 
to question the justice of God, to question the integrity of God, the holiness of God because 
your mind or my mind is feeble, and cannot fully understand the why of all this. Are we in 
the place of God, to question His absolute power and will, in that all things whatsoever shall 
come to pass were decreed by the eternal counsel of a Holy God? Psalm 50:21, the Psalmist 
writes, ‘You thought that I was just like you;’2 
__________________________________________                                      
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28b. 
 
2 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Psalm 50:21b. 
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     The prophet Isaiah writes, ‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways 
My ways,” says the LORD. 9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways 
higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.’3 Friends, this is our God, let 
us never think that we know more than the Sovereign.  
 
     The Apostle Paul spoke of the wisdom and the knowledge of God in Romans with similar 
language as Isaiah as Paul writes; 
 

‘O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 34 For 
who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 
35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him 
again? 36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be 
glory for ever. Amen.’4 As I have said before and I’ll say it again, these three 
verses are the dividing ground upon which many people have separated. For 
nothing more than fear and a lack of understanding men want to reject 
certain truths contained within God’s Holy Word because it does not fit into 
their way of thinking or their understanding of the way God should be. This 
leads to a lack of study and further understanding of one of the greatest 
doctrines in the Bible. That is, the doctrine of ‘Predestination.’  

 
 
Romans 8:28-29 
 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.  
 

29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.5 
 
     We must understand that all things in this universe occur according to the Sovereign will 
of God. He does all things according to His own purpose and He works all things according 
to the counsel of His own will. I have heard people respond to events in this life, whether it 
be a tragedy of an earthquake, hurricane, or even a devastating tsunami that claims 
multiple lives or even a tragic event such as a school shooting where young lives are taken 
in a heartbeat without any plausible explanation. I have heard people say ‘Well, that’s not 
God’s will!’  They fail to realize in their ignorance what they have just actually said. They 
even fail to realize what they have just accused God of, because if these events were not 
God’s will.  
 
__________________________________________                                    
3 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Isaiah 55:8-9. 
 
4 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:33-
36. 
 
5 Ibid., Romans 8:28-29. 
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1. If these events occurred outside of the will of God, then that means God was 

powerless to control, prevent or stop these events. Therefore, they have accused 
God of not being Sovereign and the Scriptures are false. (This is a very serious 
accusation). 
 

2. If they still claim God is Sovereign, yet these events still occurred outside of the will 
of God, they have now accused God of operating outside of the purpose and counsel 
of His Own will. Therefore, God has violated His own nature, His will, and His 
decrees. He has changed; therefore, all that the Scriptures speak of, about His 
attributes are false.  Therefore, all our faith is void. (Another very serious accusation 
against God). 

 

     Can men not accept the fact, that God’s Sovereign purpose is always accomplished? It is 
for this reason in the life and salvation of the believer that God has given us Romans 
chapter 8. It is the Father’s plan according to His own purpose, it is the Son’s provision 
through His own propitiation and it is by the Holy Spirit’s own process by which He secures 
the believer through power and providence.  Furthermore, the Father has predestined all of 
this to come about according to the purpose of His own will.  
 
     This is our security and it is secured for all eternity by the foreknowledge and 
predesignating love of the God-head toward His people that He has established covenant 
with in old eternity. He will not fail, He will not falter, and He will not change because He is 
ever so faithful. ‘And we know that to them that love God all things work together for 
good, even to them that are called according to his purpose.’6 His purpose all started with 
His foreknowledge.  
 
     As we have already and very extensively went over the doctrine of foreknowledge, ‘to be 
foreknown.’ That it is not prescient knowledge or even information as in knowledge in 
general. However, it is the foreordination of God in the establishing of an intimate 
relationship when dealing with His elect. Therefore, God’s foreknowledge is in a sense is 
His election. Look at First Peter chapter number one.  
 
1 Peter 1:20 
 
20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these 
last times for you.7 
 
     The Authorized Version speaks of Christ as being the sacrifice, the payment for the 
redemption of His people. Yet it clearly states that this choice was made, established, 
decreed, foreordained before the foundation of the world. Yet the ASB, NASB, even the ESV, 
translates the word foreordained of 1 Peter 1:20 as ‘foreknown.’ ‘He was foreknown before 
the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you.’8 

__________________________________________                                    
6 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Romans 8:28. 
 
7 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Peter 1:20. 
 
8 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
1 Peter 1:20. 



4 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 

 
     Christ was indeed fore-loved in the foreknowledge of God the Father. As John writes in 
John chapter 17 when the Lord prays, ‘Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given 
me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for 
thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.’9  Christ was fore-loved as the perfect 
God-man, the sacrifice for the redeeming of His people by the Father before the world 
began. Jesus spoke these words in John 10, ‘17 Therefore doth the Father love me, because I 
lay down my life, that I may take it again. 18 No one taketh it away from me, but I lay it 
down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This 
commandment received I from my Father.’10  Christ was indeed fore-loved by the Father. 
 
     Nevertheless, Christ was also foreordained in the foreknowledge of God the Father. He 
was elected, or chosen to be the Lamb, the sacrifice sent to redeem His people. Even though 
Christ is God in the flesh, He was chosen or elected from the foundation of the world as the 
God-man to be the ransom for many. Therefore, Christ was foreordained, as William W. 
Klein writes, ‘ there are a wide range of texts throughout the New Testament that identifies 
the Lord Jesus as God’s Chosen or Appointed One.’11 Therefore, Christ Himself was elect in 
the sense He was chosen, foreordained by the foreknowledge of God.  
 
     Here is a powerful Old Testament text the book of Isaiah that shows us that He was 
chosen, elected, foreordained by the Father.  
 
Isaiah 42:1-4 
 
1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my 
spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 
 

2 He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. 
 

3 A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring 
forth judgment unto truth. 
 

4 He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall 
wait for his law.12 

 

     Christ was fore-loved as the God-man by the Father, He was also foreordained by being 
chosen, elected by the Father as the suffering servant, the sacrifice to redeem His sheep. 
This my friend is foreknowledge. A foreordination (election, chosen, decree that establishes 
a relationship) but it also carries with it divine, eternal love that God has Sovereignly 
elected to bestow upon the object of His affection. As it is with Christ (the God-man) so it is 
with those who are the called according to His purpose. 
 
 
__________________________________________                                    
9 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 17:24. 
 
10 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), John 10:17-18. 
 
11 William W. Klien, The New Chosen People, A Corporate View of Election, (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2001). 269. 
 

12 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Isaiah 42:1-4. 
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Romans 8:28-29 
 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.  
 

29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate.13 
 
     Christ was foreknown by the Father, chosen, elected from the foundation of the world. 
Dr. C. I. Scofield in his Scofield Bible notes, ‘The divine order is foreknowledge, election, 
predestination. That foreknowledge determines the election or choice that is clear from 1 
Peter 1:2, and the predestination is the bringing to pass of the election. Election looks back 
to the foreknowledge of God; and predestination looks forward to the destiny. The 
foreknown are elected, and the elect are predestinated, and this election is certain to every 
believer by the mere fact that they believe.’14 God has Sovereignly worked in 
predestination to secure the final end product for His elect. This is our eternal security, His 
purpose, His plan is our hope and our assurance. ‘Who by Him do believe in God, that raised 
Him up from the dead, and gave Him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.’15 The 
Holy Spirit of God, is by which God works out His plan of predestination through power and 
providence according to the purpose of His own will.  
 
     For those whom He did foreknow: ‘fore-love / foreordaine’ He also did predestinate. In 
other words, God chose to love a people from a fallen race, He elected them. Through the 
process, power, and providence by His Spirit He predestinated them for His own purpose. 
As He did with all His people, so likewise He did with Christ. We will not get into the weeds 
with the predestination of God’s chosen, elected people in this lesson. I want to build my 
case first, so that will indeed come later. However, in this lesson I want to deal with the 
predestination, of the God-man, Christ Jesus the Lord. 
 
     When God decrees something to be brought to pass in Old Eternity, from the foundation 
of the world. He predestinates all events in time to ensure that His purpose is 
accomplished.  This thought reminds me so much of the story of Joseph. As Joseph told his 
brothers, ‘As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about 
that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.’16 In the old Hebrew language of 
euphemism used here. Joseph is not saying that God turned all these events around, 
changed them and worked them together for good. Joseph is saying here God meant all this 
for good. What you meant for evil, God meant it, or intended it for good. In other words, all 
these events were foreordained, decreed, established in heaven before the foundation of 
the world. They were predestinated so that the final end product would be brought to pass 
according to the purpose of God. In simpler terms, all this evil had to happen to make us 
who we are today because all this was intended for God’s purpose. He meant it for good. 
__________________________________________                                    
13 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28-
29a-b. 
 
14 C. I. Scofield, Scofield Reference Notes, ‘Scofield Study Bible,’ (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1312. 
 
15 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), I Peter 1:21. 
 
16 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Genesis 50:20. 



6 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 
 
 

     May we review one more very familiar passage from the New Testament to see God’s 
foreknowledge, which ties into the predestination of the God-man, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Acts 2:22-23 
 
22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by 
miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves 
also know: 
 

23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:17 
 
     This text shows us that the Lord Jesus Christ was delivered to be crucified by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God. The words that Luke uses here 
incorporates the ideas of both choosing (election) and predestination with God 
determinate counsel.  “Determinate is the Greek word 3724 ‘ὡρισμένῃ - horizo’ from the 
root horos, meaning boundary or limit. The definition proper ‘I separate, mark off by 
boundaries; I determine, appoint, designate.’ The word horízō ("designate limits, 
boundaries") refers to the Lord (literally) "horizoning" all the physical scenes of life before 
creation. This guarantees God works each in conjunction with His eternal purpose.”18 

Church, this carries with it both election and predestination, because it is God who selects 
or chooses and establishes these boundaries to accomplish His purpose. As He did with 
Christ as the sacrifice, who He chose; likewise He does with His Saints, whom He chose.  
 
     The Thayer’s Greek Lexicon identifies this usage as ‘a passive, perfect participle’19 God 
has set the boundaries and established all events, whatsoever shall be brought to pass. It is 
God who set the limits of the horizon. The next word that Luke uses lends even more 
weight and authority to this. Acts 2:23 Luke writes, ‘Him, being delivered by the determinate 
counsel’20 The next word we have here is counsel, or plan. Wander what that one means?  
__________________________________________                                    
17 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Acts 2:22-23. 
 
18 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
3724 ‘ὡρισμένῃ - horizo’ – determinate. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
19 NOTE: 3724 ‘ὡρισμένῃ - horizo’ – Determinate. ‘to determine, appoint: with an accusative of the 
thing, ἡμέραν, Hebrews 4:7; καιρούς, Acts 17:26 (numerous examples from Greek authors are given in Bleek, 
Hebrew-Br. 2:1, p. 538f); passive ὡρισμένος, 'determinate,' settled, Acts 2:23; τό ὡρισμένον, that which hath been 
determined, according to appointment, decree, Luke 22:22; with an accusative of person Acts 17:31 (ᾧ by 
attraction for ὅν (Winers Grammar, § 24, 1; Buttmann, § 143, 8)); passive with a predicate nominative, Romans 
1:4 (for although Christ was the Son of God before his resurrection, yet he was openly appointed (A. V. declared) 
such among men by this transcendent and crowning event); ὁρίζω, to ordain, determine, appoint, Acts 10:42; 
followed by an infinitive Acts 11:29(Sophocles from 19 d. (i. e. Aegeus (539), viii., p. 8, Brunck edition)). 
(Compare: ἀφορίζω, ἀποδιορίζω, πρωρίζω.)’ Joseph Henry Thayer, Thayer’s Greek Lexicon, ‘ὡρισμένῃ - horizo’ – 
determinate (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1996). 
 
20 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Acts 2:23a-b. 
 
21 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
1012 ‘βουλῇ - boulé’ – counsel / plan. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 

http://biblehub.com/interlinear/hebrews/4-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/17-26.htm
http://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/2-23.htm
http://biblehub.com/interlinear/luke/22-22.htm
http://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/17-31.htm
http://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/1-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/1-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/10-42.htm
http://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/11-29.htm
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     That is the Greek word 1012 ‘βουλῇ - boulé’ for counsel which simply means plan. 
However the Strong’s Concordance points out that ‘it is a plan or counsel through 
deliberate wisdom and decree. A resolved plan, used particularly of the immutable aspect of 
God's plan for His eternal purpose.’21 It is clearly taught from this passage that with the 
crucifixion of Christ the determinate counsel of God was His electing, establishing, 
predestinating plan according to His own purpose.  
 
     So for us to say that the Person (the God-man) of Christ, and all the events within time 
concerning His earthly life, ministry, fulfillment of prophecies including the death, burial 
and the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ were foreordained, we would be correct. So 
therefore, He was elected and this plan was predestinated for fulfill God’s eternal purpose. 
Let me show you these in closing, how that Christ fulfilled the predestinated purpose of His 
Father’s Sovereign plan. 
 
     What people fail to realize is that the fulfillment of all Biblical prophecy is nothing more 
than God bringing to pass what He has already purposed by predestination. This is the 
choosing – election and predestinating the events in time in the God-man Jesus Christ.  
 

1. The Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, Judea.  Micah 5:2 – ‘But thou, Bethlehem 
Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he 
come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of 
old, from everlasting.’22 Planned, foreordained and predestinated for a purpose. 

  
2. The Messiah would be born of a virgin. Isaiah 7:14 – ‘Therefore the Lord himself will 

give you a sign: behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel.’23 Planned, foreordained and predestinated for a purpose. 

 
3. The Messiah would be from the line of King David. Jeremiah 23:5-6 – ‘Behold, the 

days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness 
in the land. 6  In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is 
the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’’24 Planned, 
foreordained and predestinated for a purpose. 
 

 
__________________________________________                                    
21 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
1012 ‘βουλῇ - boulé’ – counsel / plan. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
22 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Micah 5:2. 
 
23 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Isaiah 7:14. 
 
24 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Jeremiah 23:5-6. 
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4. The Messiah would have a forerunner to heard Him and the message. Malachi 3:1 – 
‘Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and 
the LORD, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the 
covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.’25 

Planned, foreordained and predestinated for a purpose. 
 

5. The Messiah would be presented in Jerusalem riding upon a donkey. Zechariah 9:9 – 
‘Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and 
mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’26 Planned, foreordained 
and predestinated for a purpose. 

 
6. The Messiah would be The Messiah would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver. 

Zechariah 11:12-13 – ‘And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if 
not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. 13 And the LORD said 
unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took 
the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the LORD.’27 

Planned, foreordained and predestinated for a purpose. 
 

7. The Messiah would have His hands and feet pierced. Psalm 22:16 – ‘For dogs have 
surrounded Me; The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me. They pierced My 
hands and My feet;’28 Planned, foreordained and predestinated for a purpose.  

 
8. The Messiah would be stripped of His garments and the people would cast lots for 

them. Psalm 22:18 – ‘They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my 
vesture.’29 Planned, foreordained and predestinated for a purpose. 

 

     Can one not see that all these events were not luck, or chance? However, they were in 
fact foreordained and predestinated before the world begin according to the wise counsel 
of Almighty God. What are the odds of this? The article Y-Jesus states; ‘Professor of 
mathematics Peter Stoner gave 600 students a math probability problem that would 
determine the odds for one person fulfilling these eight specific prophecies.  

 

 

__________________________________________                                    
25 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Malachi 3:1. 
 
26 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Zechariah 9:9. 
 
27 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Zechariah 
11:12-13. 
 
28 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Psalm 22:16. 
 
29 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Psalm 22:18. 
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     Then the students did their best to estimate the odds for all of the eight prophecies 
combined. The students calculated that the odds against one person fulfilling all eight 
prophecies are astronomical-one in ten to the 21st power (1021).30 The Professor, Peter 
Stoner gave an illustration using the following example, ‘First, blanket the entire Earth land 
mass with silver dollars 120 feet high. Second, specially mark one of those dollars and 
randomly bury it. Third, ask a person to travel the Earth and select the marked dollar, while 
blindfolded, from the trillions of other dollars.’31 How on earth could anyone claiming to be 
a Christian think that such events foretold in the Scripture could just randomly occur 
without a Sovereign plan and purpose orchestrating and superintending these events, the 
people, times, locations and their actions?  

     Lee Strobel writes, ‘such impossible odds for just one of these events to play out exactly 
as foretold are as one chance in a trillion, trillion, trillion, trillion, trillion, trillion, trillion, 
trillion, trillion, trillion, trillion, trillion, trillion.’32 However, what if there was a plan behind 
all this? What if there was a purpose behind all this? What if God had placed into time, 
boundaries and established limits. He set the horizons to absolutely ensure that His 
Sovereign decrees were carried out according to His eternal purpose. Church, this is 
predestination. And it is first seen here in the life, ministry, death, burial and the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Romans 8:28-29 
 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.  
 

29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.33 

 

     He is the firstborn, or the ‘πρωτότοκον – prototokos; 4416 the first, the pre-eminent, the 
glorified Christ.’34 Because, this was the Father’s plan and purpose. Christ was elected, fore-
loved, foreordained therefore He was foreknown of the Father. He was sent to earth for a 
specific purpose. All the events, people, time, places all down through history were 
predestinated to ultimately fulfill God’s purpose for His Only Begotten Son. As John 
MacArthur states, ‘He is the preeminent one, (the firstborn among many brethren), the only 
One who is rightful heir.’35 That is the plan and the purpose of the Father for His Son. 
 
__________________________________________                                    
30 Y-Jesus Article, What are the Odds? “The Path of the Prophets: Was Jesus the Messiah?” (2018). Date Accessed: 
January 4, 2018. http://y-jesus.com/what-are-the-odds/. 
 
31 Peter W. Stoner, Science Speaks “What are the Odds?” (Chicago: Moody Press, 1958), 97-110. 
 
32 Lee Strobel, The Case for Faith, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2000) 262. 
 
34 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
1012 ‘βουλῇ - boulé’ – counsel / plan. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
35 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1676. 
 

http://y-jesus.com/what-are-the-odds/
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     God’s plan is being orchestrated and fulfilled because of His predestinating purpose. In 
the book of Colossians the Apostle Paul writes: 
 

‘Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13 Who hath delivered 
us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom 
of his dear Son: 14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins: 15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of every creature: 16 For by him were all things created, that 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were 
created by him, and for him: 17 And he is before all things, and by him 
all things consist. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is 
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might 
have the preeminence.’36 

     We can trust in the plan and purpose of God. We have difficulties and issues with some of 
these things in the flesh. However, let us be reminded that out God is Holy, He is faithful 
and He works together all things according to the counsel of His own will.  

     All starting with His foreknowledge, in that He elected and chose a people unto Himself 
in Christ Jesus. Then in His predestinating love He purpose to ensure their security to the 
final end product. My friend, His purpose is eternal.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________                                    
36 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Colossians 1:12-
18. 
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