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1 Peter 4:10–11 - As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one 
to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which 
God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

God does not want us to look at serving Him as a duty or some dreaded work 
obligation!  Serving the Lord can be joyful and exciting. It’s all about perspective! 
Today I want to help you by the Spirit of God to change the way you look at using 
your talents in serving the Lord. 

Some areas to think about:   

• Invest in Other People 

Galatians 5:14 - For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself. 

It's remarkable how often we interact with people but never make the effort to know 
them. Christians looking to share Christ can begin by forming relationships with the 
people around them. Ask them about their day, compliment their outfit, or simply take 
a moment and listen to them. By investing in other people, we open their hearts to the 
prompting of the Holy Spirit. 

• Offer Help Where It's Needed 

Matthew 25:40 - And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me. 

Even minor displays of love can change lives for the better. Do you know a couple 
who just had a baby?  Take them a meal some night. Is someone moving into the house 
next door?  Don't pass up an opportunity to help where it's needed. These moments 
may be brief, but they'll be remembered. 

• Practice Hospitality 

1 Peter 4:8-9 - And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity 
shall cover the multitude of sins. 9 Use hospitality one to another without grudging1 

There's a reason why Jesus frequently chose to share meals with his followers. 

 
 



Hospitality creates trust between strangers and builds bridges over the rough landscape 
of our lives. If Christians want to share God's love with their neighbors, they simply 
have to invite them over. 

But before you get into the service mode, make sure you have addressed these two 
areas: 

Key before serving - Show Forgiveness 

Mark 11:25  
25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father 
also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 

As much as we like to believe we understand the concept of grace, some of us are still 
learning what it means to let go of our anger and pain.  

Before Serving- Make Space to Worship God 

Galatians 5:24–25  
24 And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 25 If 
we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

We are called to love God, so let us make time for Him. Start today in experiencing 
God's goodness and blessings as you seek to serve him daily.  

We have joy in serving because… 

I. God Works on Our Behalf  

1 Peter 4:11 - If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man 
minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Listen, to have joy you must understand that it is God working through you 

The big idea here is:   

KJV- “if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth” 

ESV - “whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies” 

What we do is by the ability and strength God supplies!  

It is not up to us to roll up our sleeves and press on. It’s God giving us strength and 
ability to serve.  All of the work of ministry is done by the strength that God supplies. 
Speaking and serving are done ''by the strength that God supplies.'' 

However, there is a danger here lurking. The danger is to think that serving and caring 
is just a matter of rolling up one's sleeves and getting the job done. 

We are prone to think of ourselves as workers in God's life. We are to think of God as 
the worker in our lives. We must recognize that God's grace does more than just save 
us. God's grace also sustains us.  



If we serve others relying on the strength God supplies, we will not burn out. 

Your work for God is not done from energy wallet. When we rely on Him, there is no 
burnout. When we take energy from His wallet, there is infinite power. When we rely 
on Him, we are humble. When we rely on Him, He receives the glory. 

We have joy in serving because… 

II.  We are Stewards of His Provision 

1 Peter 4:10 - As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to 
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

We are the managers of what has been given to us! To have joy you must realize the 
talents you have will be a blessing to others and will benefit you.  Talents used bring 
and entering into the “Joy of the Lord.” Matt 25  

It a blessing to use your talents.  Believers should be diligent in using their spiritual 
gifts.  

A “steward” was one who served as a house manager; he had no wealth of his own, but 
distributed his master’s wealth according to his master’s will and direction.  

The “gift” (charisma) stems from God’s grace (charitos).  

His grace is manifested to His church as believers exercise their spiritual gifts in 
service to each other. 

The grace of God here refers to the undeserved favor which He offers to man. 
Manifold literally means multi-colored or variegated.  

We use our talents to serve with Christ’s strength with joy. 

This is my opportunity and God is allowing me to be used for His glory. 

I have been entrusted with talents to serve and can’t wait to use them  

Matthew 25:21–23 - His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 22 He also that had received two talents 
came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two 
other talents beside them. 23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful 
servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 

The “joy of the Lord” means - the joy of our Master. 

We have joy in serving because –  

III. God's Grace Enables Us 

1 Peter 4:10 - As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to 
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 



Serving one another with the many graces we have been given.  These were given for 
us to use .... 

We exercise our gift of grace because we received our gift by grace. 

APPLICATION: 

God does not want us to be ambivalent about the gifts he gives us. In fact, he 
warns us not to neglect our gifts: 

1 Timothy 4:14 - Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by 
prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. 

2 Timothy 1:6 - Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, 
which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. 

The bottom line: Serving is not a task to be completed but a joy to be had! 

Questions: 

1. The topic for today’s message is “Joy in Serving.” What prevents you from serving 
with joy? How is serving in the Lord’s work often incorrectly presented? 
 

2. Give an example of someone serving or helping you in the past that was a blessing 
from God.  Was the timing and method specific to your need?  How can you use this 
experience to be a blessing to others? 
 

3. In the message Pastor said a prerequisite for serving with joy is to take care of two 
things: 

a. forgiveness 
b. personal worship                                                                                                         

How specifically can they hinder you from serving with a joyful spirit?   
 

4. Explain why serving can become drudgery and hard in a church setting?  How can this 
be overcome? 
 

5. The “Big Idea” here is found in 1 Peter 4:11: KJV- “if any man minister, let him do it 
as of the ability which God giveth.”   ESV - “whoever serves, as one who serves by the 
strength that God supplies.” What we do is by the ability and strength God supplies! It 
is not up to us to roll up our sleeves and press on. It’s God giving us strength and 
ability to serve.  
• Explain how this can bring freedom? 
• How can this prevent burnout? 
 

6. Pastor explained that a “steward” was one who served as a house manager; he had no 
wealth of his own but distributed his master’s wealth according to his master’s will and 
direction. Explain this concept as it relates to the gifts God has given us. Why should 
this both convict us to serve and also enable us to serve? 



 
7. In Matt 25:14-30 we have the parable of the talents. Explain Matt 25:21, 23, and 28-31 

as they relate to using the talents God has given us. 
 

8. Why is it necessary to be led by the Holy Spirit to serve as opposed to coercion 
through guilt and manipulation? 
 

9. At the beginning of the message, an emphasis was put on investing in other people 
(Gal. 5:14), offering to help where it is needed (Matt. 25:40), and practicing hospitality 
(1 Pet. 4:8-9).  These are all practical ways we can all serve and be a blessing. Where 
do you feel God is calling you to focus more on in regards to one or more of these 
areas?   
 


