
Gospel Truth: How Can You Be Sure? Pt. 2 
Apostolic Orthodoxy 

Galatians 2:1-10 
 
Galatians 2:1-10 (NASB)   Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, 
taking Titus along also. 2And it was because of a revelation that I went up; and I submitted to them the gospel 
which I preach among the Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that I might 
be running, or had run, in vain. 3But not even Titus who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled 
to be circumcised. 4But it was because of the false brethren who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we 
have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage. 5But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an 
hour, so that the truth of the gospel might remain with you.  
 
6But from those who were of high reputation (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no 
partiality)-- well, those who were of reputation contributed nothing to me. 7But on the contrary, seeing that I 
had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised 8(for He 
who effectually worked for Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for me also to the 
Gentiles), 9and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were 
reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we might go to the Gentiles, 
and they to the circumcised. 10They only asked us to remember the poor-- the very thing I also was eager to do.  
 
Prayer: Let’s pray shall we.  Dear Father I am amazed at the heart I see that you put in the Apostle Paul for his 
disciples.  They were truly his children in the faith and he went to such effort to labor for the well being of 
their walk with Christ and the well being of their churches.  May it be that you would give us equally 
passionate hearts for those we shepherd.  And may it be that not only would the truth of the Gospel remain 
with us but that we would labor with You in sharing it, teaching it, and preserving it.  I pray this morning that 
the good news of Jesus Christ would become the heartbeat of our church and that spreading it would be our 
great delight.  Teach us now through the exposition of your word and may you give me the grace and lift I 
need to be able to teach it plainly for the benefit of all. In Christ name.  Amen 
 
In the passage we studied last week (1:11-24) Paul had just described how after hearing the Gospel with faith 
his life was utterly transformed.  He had been a persecutor of the church and in fact of Jesus Christ.  But now 
he was a preacher.  And through his testimony he emphasized how works of the law did nothing for him but 
faith in Christ did everything.   
 
In our scripture passage for this morning we find the Apostle Paul describing to his readers how after having 
preached the Gospel for quite some time he made a trip to Jerusalem to verify with the apostles there that his 
message and theirs were in unity.  Why?   
 
There were Jews that Paul calls “false brethren” who were critics of the true Gospel of Justification by faith not 
proponents of justification by works.  To the beloved Galatian believers Paul’s Apostleship had been 
questioned and therefore the authority behind his preaching was being undermined.  The message itself had 
been called out in error by these false brethren.   
 
And so he went to Jerusalem to settle the matter once and for all.   
  
I don’t know about you, but I’m putting a lot on the line believing the gospel as I understand it.  My confidence 
that I’m forgiven, my confidence in my status with God, and my confidence in my eternal future, rests squarely 
on the truth of the gospel.  How do I know if my understanding of the Gospel and what is required of me is 



right?  If there were distortions of the Gospel among those whom the Apostles preached to surely there are 
among our churches today.  Let me give you two examples of unorthodox versions of the gospel: 
 
Universalism – The belief that Christ died for all to save the world and so all are saved with or without hearing 
the Gospel, with or without faith, works, or even knowledge of the truth.  This distortion arises out of the 
believe that God’s love is incompatible with there being such a thing as eternal judgment or divine wrath. 
 
Legalism – The belief that Christ died to provide forgiveness of sins and my righteous and religious works play 
a necessary role in my forgiveness and justification.   
 
Part 2 of “Gospel Truth: How Can You Be Sure?” today focuses on orthodoxy.  Apostolic Orthodoxy. 
 

Orthodoxy– True or straight long held and generally accepted as truth.  So by Apostolic Orthodoxy we 
are talking about beliefs and teachings that have not vered off the path from what the Apostles 
themselves wrote and taught. 

 
Every believer needs check their beliefs and understanding of the Gospel in the same way Paul did and in the 
same way the he directed the Galatians.  By going back to Apostolic Doctrine.  Communication deteriorates in 
transmission.  Every time something is communicated and re-communicated it is subject to human error. 
 
You who are married have all said things to your spouse and discovered that the intended message, once 
filtered through the interpretation of your mate, somehow changed, right.  Truth can be communicated 
accurately and heard inaccurately and repeated inaccurately and so on.  This is why we have the scriptures.   
 
Do you recall what the new believers after Pentecost did when they got together?  “They devoted themselves 
to what? Acts 2:42?  To the Apostles Doctrine.  Why the Apostles?  Because they got from whom?  Directly 
from Christ.   
 
As I studed this passage of scripture I noticed two untrustworthy sources that often lead to unorthodoxy and 
one trustworthy source that will keep your doctrine orthodox.   
 
Untrustworthy Source #1 – Personal Experience 
 
Notice why it is that he said he went up to the apostles.  “And it was because of a revelation that I went up; 
and I submitted to them the gospel which I preach among the Gentiles.” 
 
Paul received his gospel by revelation.  Turn back to Chapter 1:11-12.  There he said, “I would have you know 
brethren that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man, for I neither received it from man 
nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.” 
 
Last week we read Acts 9 about his Damascus road experience where the resurrected Christ appeared to Paul 
and spoke to him and gave him the Gospel.  Now, anytime someone says they received a revelation directly 
from Christ, not through man, what they are talking about is a subjective personal experience which needs to 
be corroborated. 
 
If someone got up to speak and they said Jesus appeared to them in some far out kind of way like he did with 
Paul and gave him a message for from God, you would be justified in being skeptical don’t you think?  Are we 
to solely trust a person’s testimony of personal experience?  Do we just believe whatever someone says came 
to them by direct revelation of Christ?  Folks this is how the Mormon church started.  



Personal experience is not in itself an authoritative trustworthy source of doctrine.  Does anybody know what 
the Bereans did in Acts when they heard Paul’s preaching?  Acts 17:11 They received the message with 
eagerness and searched the scriptures to see if Paul’s teaching was true.   
 
Paul submitted his teaching to the Apostles so that the Galatians could believe that what he was teaching was 
right.  Paul’s message came by a subjective experience but the other Apostles received their teaching from 
Christ himself, in the flesh. 
 
Anybody can say, “Hey, God told me thus and such and therefore you need to believe it.”  But the question we 
should be asking is “How does what they say square with apostolic teaching and the greater biblical 
message?”  Does it have apostolic confirmation?   
 
Not only was Paul’s message verified, but his apostleship was verified.  So Paul didn’t want them to just take 
his word for it that the message was from Christ 
 
Untrustworthy Source #2 – General Acceptance 
 
4But it was because of the false brethren who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ 
Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage. 5But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, 
 
From the first day Paul got saved and began preaching the gospel, his message was rejected by the Jews.  And 
even some who believed that Christ was the Messiah were not accepting that justification was by faith.  And 
to Paul, they were false brethren.  But he did not determine the truthfulness of his message on the general 
acceptance it found in his audience.  The true and pure Gospel, Paul later wrote, “was a stumbling block to 
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles.”  That is another way of saying the Gospel is not a popular message.   
 
He was hounded and hunted by those who held up the law as the means of justification.  But he never gave in.  
He held to his gospel. 
 
Don’t be surprised if people think you’re crazy for believing the Gospel.  If you say you believe that Jesus Christ 
is the way, the truth, and the life, and that there is no way to God the Father except by Him; well, that is 
offensive to many.  That is not a very popular message in our culture. 
 
If you say to someone that faith in Jesus Christ and what he did for you on the cross is your only hope. You are 
a sinner and completely unworthy of God’s love, and that there is nothing good in you whatsoever as to merit 
any kind of grace from God; that is an offensive message but true.  The Gospel is not easy on our ego. 
 
If you say to a legalist that their baptism and the Lord’s supper and the church attendance and their giving and 
their moral lives and all their service to the church has no bearing whatsoever in God’s estimation of them; no 
bearing on whether or not they go to heaven and hasn’t anything to do with providing forgiveness of sins; well 
that might be offensive to them. 
 
Don’t let the world’s opposition to the Gospel message cause you to waver in what you believe.  The world is 
lost and doesn’t walk in the truth.  They love the darkness, not the light.  So acceptance of our message is not 
an indicator or an assurance of the truth of our doctrine. 
 
The surefire way of testing our doctrine is the same way Paul did:    
 
Trustworthy Source: Apostolic Orthodoxy – First Hand Testimony 



 
 “Does it square the apostolic teaching?”  Even Paul made sure his Gospel squared with the other apostles: 
 
Gal 2:6 “But from those who were of high reputation … contributed nothing to me.  
 
Paul shared his message with Peter and the others and they had nothing to add to it.  Not only that but they 
accepted Paul as a fellow Apostle which was no small thing. 
 
Gal 2:7 But on the contrary, seeing that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as 
Peter had been to the circumcised 8…9and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas 
and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we might 
go to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised. 
 
So Paul’s message found approval among the other apostles and his apostleship was recognized by them but 
that’s not all.  Paul had a test case with him just to be sure.  He strategically brought with him a Gentile 
convert named Titus who was uncircumcised.  And the true test for Paul would be how would the Apostles 
respond to Titus.   Would they compel him to be circumcised or not? 
 
Lets take another look. 
 
Gal 2:3 But not even Titus who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.  
 
Conclusion:  So let me just rap up with a few concluding remarks. 
 

1) Genuine Christians can become confused in their beliefs. 
2) Very Religious and knowledgeable, well-meaning people can be proponents of false teaching.   
3) There has always been, and always will be, efforts going on to pervert the gospel.  (The true Gospel 

isn’t popular so people want to change it fit what they want to believe.) 
 

But here it is in a few susinct passages: John 3:16, Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 10:9-10 

 

4) Christians need to be well-versed in the Apostles teaching especially concerning the gospel message. 
 

Action: Become a bible student.  Join a small group that actually studies the bible.  Make life-long habits of 

reading your bible, participating in bible studies that involve more than just listening like church does.  SG bible 

studies that get you to dig into the word and answer questions that are in the text 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sermon Companion Lesson 4 

Gospel Truth: How Can You Be Sure? (Pt. 2) 

Apostolic Orthodoxy 

Galatians 2:1-10 

Individual Study 

The days of the early church were challenging days indeed.  Light had penetrated the darkness of 

Satan’s domain with the arrival of the Christ and the heavenly kingdom that Jesus proclaimed.  Jesus, 

after finishing His work, left behind witnesses charged with spreading the Good News of Christ into 

every nook and cranny of the world.  But it would not be without opposition and trouble.  The book of 

Galatians is a demonstration of this fact.   

In our previous study of the first missionary journey of the apostle Paul, we discovered how filled with 

trials and dangers his first trip had been.  He seemed to meet resistance to this Good News he 

carried at nearly every point along the way.  And what is surprising is the instruments of this satanic 

resistance: God’s people themselves. 

A long way from Jerusalem and the apostles who had been with Christ were churches that Paul had 

established in the region of Galatia through the proclamation of the gospel.  Having departed and 

returned to Antioch of Samaria, back in the promise land, there were Jews who came along behind 

Paul calling into question his apostolic authority and adding to his teaching what they claimed he had 

left out.  Namely, that faith in Christ alone was insufficient to be justified before God, and in addition to 

this, Galatians needed to be circumcised and observe the Jewish festivals and other laws of Moses. 

These people are referred in several ways in the New Testament.  “Judaizers”, “party of the 

circumcision”, and “false brethren” are all examples.   

Can you imagine the confusion the Christians were dealing with?  Paul was not there to defend 

himself, and they could not call him on the phone.  Nor were any of the other apostles.  They were all 

a long way off.  Nevertheless, Paul got wind of these false brethren stirring up his children in the faith 

and poisoning them with a perversion of the gospel. 

In Chapter 1, we already noticed that Paul established that he is not an apostle appointed by man, 

but by God, and uses his testimony and life change as the verification of this claim.  And then in 

Chapter 2:1-10, he sets out to establish that he is not only independent of the Jerusalem apostles, but 

unified with them in what they are proclaiming as the gospel -- justification by faith apart from works of 

the Law.   

Read Galatians 2 in its entirety to see how Paul makes his case.  For further study of Paul’s trip to 

Jerusalem described in Galatians 2:1-10, read Acts 15:1-29. 



Small Group Interaction 

Icebreaker: Have you ever heard some convincing argument presented in a bible teaching that 

contradicted your own understanding or beliefs?  If so, how did it make you feel, and what did you do 

about it? 

 

Are you sure that your understanding of the gospel is right, and if so, why? 

 

Prayer Exercise: Pray for your understanding of the gospel to become crystal clear and rooted in the 

truth as you continue studying the book of Galatians. 

Scripture Exercise: Read Galatians 2:1-10 aloud together and try to identify what was Paul’s chief 

aim in the trip to Jerusalem.    

 

 

Discussion Exercises:  
DQ 1:  What are the possible dangers of believing a perversion of the gospel? 

Dangers to yourself? 

Dangers to your church? 

Dangers to your lost friends? 

 

DQ 2:  What would make Christians susceptible to believing perversions of the gospel? 

 

DQ 3: What would help Christians remain discerning and resistant to false teaching?  (Think about 
what Paul is doing through this letter to make them more resistant.) 
 
Commentary: Some Christians believe that teaching the gospel is mainly for the unsaved.  But I think 
Paul would disagree.  Ultimately, the whole bible is about the gospel.  But the gospel message is 
under constant attack and its power and its purity are directly connected.  A perverted or diluted 
gospel can be more damaging than it is helpful.  And this is why studying and sharpening our 
understanding of the gospel is a never-ending journey.   
 
The gospel may be basic or fundamental to the Christian faith, but it is the deepest subject matter of 
the whole bible.  And it is the message that Christ commissioned us to proclaim to every nation.  
What a travesty it would be if the church went to the work and expense to share a message with a 
waiting world that was perverted and distorted, and actually led them away from faith in Christ toward 
self-reliant religious works. 
 
Prayer Exercise: Read 2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 and do what it says. 


