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KJV – Colossians 3:5-17 

 

“Clothed In Christ” 

     February 17, 2013 – Adult Sunday School Lesson. 

Text – Colossians 3;5-17  [Read Colossians 3:5-17] 

Key Text – Colossians 3:14 –  14 Above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 

Facts: to learn what we are to avoid and what we are to put into practice.  

Principle: to establish the right guidelines for living and thinking.  

Application: to learn through practice to stop what is destructive and to use what is constructive in 
spiritual life.   

     Sometimes students have a problem understanding why they are required to take certain classes 
in school that do not initially appear to have any practical value. Those who have no interest in 
mathematics, for example, cannot comprehend the value of studying algebra and geometry.  

     In their minds, their future plans do not include the necessity to know such subjects. Students, of 
course, often do not see the bigger picture of life and so do not realize until much later in life how 
very important these subjects are to them.  

     In his letters, the Apostle Paul often taught doctrine first, with practical application following. 
Today there are believers who do not comprehend the importance of doctrine and theology and so 
do not always appreciate the initial teachings of Paul in his letters. We need to realize that the way 
we live should be based on the doctrinal teachings of the Bible, not upon customs of man, the 
traditions of man, or on our own personal opinion about how things should be.  

     As is typical of his letters, Paul’s letter to the Colossians is divided into a doctrinal section 
followed by practical teaching; the beginning of the chapter Colossians 3:1-4 is a transitional 
paragraph linking the two parts together.  

Lesson Outline 

I. Evidences of Carnality – Colossians 3:5-11 

II. Evidences of Spirituality – Colossians 3:12-17 
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    This week’s lesson focuses on the practical daily behavioral implications of our awe at Christ’s 
Greatness and our completeness in Him as seen in our previous two lessons. This is instruction on 
how to “do” Christianity, how to be Christ-like, and how to live out what we have been given in 
Christ. The picture given is that of removing a garment, such as an old coat, and putting on another 
garment that is of a different character, quality and appearance. 

Introducing the Lesson: 

     We all have seen the change in the behavior of someone who puts on a clown suit or any other 
costume. The person tends to take on the character and actions of the persona depicted by the 
costume. In the Greek plays of Paul’s day, actors wore tragic and comic masks, today in our own 
cultures we have seen in the old western movies where the hero has a white horse and white hat 
while the villain has a black horse and a black hat. These are symbolic stereotypes. But a Christian 
should always seek to be like Christ, to act like Him and to talk like Him.  

1. Putting off the Old Man:      

Colossians 3:5-9 

5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate 
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 

6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 

7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. 

8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your 
mouth. 

9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 

     “Mortify therefore your members” means we should consider ourselves dead and unresponsive 
to evil desires: sin, impurity, lustful desires and materialism. The warning in this verse is against 
sexual perversion which Paul warns against; because it will rob you of your joy, pollute true love, 
drain your energies and focus and turn your heart away from God.  

     In verse 8; Paul’s words to “put off” these sins can also be translated to “lay aside the old self and 
put on the new.” This action was not so much mystical but practical and moral. Be done with your 
old morals and commit yourself to those that the LORD Jesus Christ taught. Paul was appealing to 
the commitment the believers had made in their baptism and urging them to remain true to their 
confession of faith. 

     They were to “put off” the old life and “put on” the new way of living given by God, in Christ, 
guided by the Holy Spirit. In verse nine Paul speaks of lying, lying to one another disrupts unity by 
destroying trust. It tears down relationships and may even lead to serious conflict in the church.  
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    Jesus wants to clean your life and your church up of sin. There is no place in the Kingdom of God 
for sin, sexual perversion, impurity, lustful desires, materialism, gossip, rage and backbiting. In their 
place, witness to the world like a lighthouse on a stormy night by displaying love, faith, and hope in 
Christ Jesus.  

 

2. Putting on the new man: 

Colossians 3:10-14 

10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created 
him: 

11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond 
nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 

12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, longsuffering; 

13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as 
Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 

14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 

     The Christian is in a continuing training and education program. The more that we know and 
understand about the LORD Jesus Christ and His work, the more we are being conformed to be like 
Him. Because this process is life long, we must never cease learning and obeying. There is no 
justification for drifting along, but there is an incentive to find the rich treasures of growing in Him. 
It takes living in review, with patience and concentration to keep in line with His will. 
 
     The Christian church should have no barriers of nationality, race, education, social standing, 
wealth, religion or power. Christ breaks down all barriers and accepts all people who come to Him. 
Nothing should keep us from telling others about the LORD Jesus Christ or accepting into our 
fellowship and all believers.  
 
Ephesians 2:14-15 

14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 
between us; 

15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; 
for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 

     Christians and the Church should be in the constant business of building bridges and not putting 
up walls. Because we as God’s people whether Jew or Greek are all one in Christ. 
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     The Apostle Paul starting in verse twelve offers a strategy to help us live for God in this live day 
by day: 
 

1. Imitate Christ’s merciful forgiving attitude – Colossians 3:12-13 
2. Let Love (Charity) guide your life – Colossians 3:14 
3. Let the peace of God rule in your heart – Colossians 3:15 
4. Always be thankful – Colossians 3:15 

 
     Verse thirteen Paul reminds us that the key to forgiving others is remembering how much God 
has forgiven us. It is difficult at times to forgive someone who has wronged us and hurt us so badly, 
yet in relation to how we wronged God this is so very little. God has forgiven us of so much, and 
realizing God’s infinite love and forgiveness can help us to love and forgive others. Let God take care 
of the wrongs that we have suffered. Let us not quench our lives in bitter feuding; live renewed lives 
in love and joy, because you are forgiven.  
 
     Verse fourteen tells us that Christians should live in perfect harmony (perfectness). This does not 
eliminate all differences in opinion, but loving Christians will work together despite their 
differences. Such love is not a feeling, but a decision to meet others’ needs; to live in love leads to 
peace between individuals and among the members of the body of believers in Christ. 
 
     If problems in your relationship with other Christian cause open conflicts or even mutual silence, 
then we must consider what is the problem and what can we do to heal those relationships with the 
love of the LORD Jesus Christ. If we are the cause and at fault, we must examine ourselves and make 
things right; because until we are back at peace and fellowship with them, we will not be in total 
fellowship with Christ.  
 
 

3. Letting His peace rule: 
 
Colossians 3:15 
 
15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye 
thankful. 
 
     This verse tells us that we are to let the peace of God rule in our hearts. The word rule comes 
from the language of the Greek athletics: The Apostle Paul tells us here to let Christ’s peace be the 
umpire or the referee in our hearts. 
 
     Our heart is the center of conflict because there our feelings and desires clash; all of our fears and 
hopes, our distrust and our trust, all of our jealousy and love. How can we deal with these constant 
conflicts and live as God wants? Well the Apostle Paul explains that we must decide between 
conflicting elements by using the rule of peace. Which choice will promote peace in our soul and in 
our churches?  
 
Philippians 4:7 
 
7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus. 
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     Love and forgiveness of God in our lives and in our practice to others will promote Joy and the 
peace of God that passes all understanding. Just remember what He did for you, practice that with 
others and you will get that peace. 
 

4. Letting the Word of Christ dwell in you: 
 
Colossians 3:16-17 

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and 
the Father by him. 

     Although the early Christians has access to the Old Testament and they freely used it, they did 
not yet have the New Testament in its entirety or and other Christian books to study. Their stories 
and teachings about Christ were memorized and passed on from person to person. Sometimes 
these stories were set to music and so music became an important part of Christian worship and 
Christian education in the days of the early Church. 
 
     Thankful people can worship together wholeheartedly. Gratitude opens our hearts to God’s 
peace and enables us to put on love. Discontented people constantly calculate what’s wrong with 
their lot in life.  
 
     To increase your thankfulness, take an inventory of all that you have (including your 
relationships, memories, abilities, and family, as well as your material possessions). Use the 
inventory for prayers of gratitude. In prayer, before worship stop rushing around to get it done and 
over, instead, take the time to reflect on the reasons for thanks. 
 
     Declare on day a week as your “thanksgiving to God day.” Celebrate God’s goodness by His grace 
to you by giving thanksgiving. Then ask in prayer for all your needs for the week ahead, but thank 
Him first with a thankful heart.  
 
     And remember - whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the Father by him. As a Christian, we represent Christ at all times; wherever we go 
in life and whatever we say.  
 
     So whatever we do in word or deed, do it in the name of the LORD Jesus.  
 
I Corinthians 10:31 
 
31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 
 


