
BOOK OF 2 KINGS
SICKNESS AND DEATH OF ELISHA

2 KINGS 13:14, 20

Introduction
Last week we ended our Bible study looking at five short verses that spoke of
KING JEHOASH (JOASH) of Israel’s life!  Of course we saw that his dad,
KING JEHOAHAZ had been a very evil man.  And so it was not surprising,
that KING JOASH’s reign mimicked his father’s reign in many ways
—“like father, like son!”   JOASH was also very evil in his life as both he
and his father repeated the past mistakes of all the other kings of Israel in
forsaking the LORD God of Israel and leading idolatrous lives instead! 

And the last verse we dealt with, verse 13, spoke of JOASH’S death.  But if
you will remember I said we weren’t done with JOASH yet, because verses
14-25 tell us a little more about him as he interacts with ELISHA, the Prophet
of God, in the balance of this chapter.  But that will be next week as the
primary verse we want to deal with tonight is verse 14!    

I. WE SEE HERE A GREAT MAN OF GOD WHO WAS SICK
AND DYING.  (Vs 14a)
The last that we saw of ELISHA was when he sent one of the young
prophets to anoint JEHU as king over Israel and gave him a command
to wipe out AHAB’S house.

Now, we are not told, but ELISHA may not have gone personally to
anoint JEHU because of his sickness.  It could have already begun to
manifest itself in his body and hampered his ability to do things as
before. 

Well, what we do know is that JEHU reigned 28 years...his son,
JOASH’S father, JEHOAHAZ, reigned 17 years...so at least 45 years
have passed since JEHU’S anointing.  And there is some indication
that this probably happened earlier rather than later in JOASH’S reign. 

That indication comes from the fact that the end of this chapter tells us
that JOASH went on from this encounter to war against 
BEN-HADAD of Syria three times and beat him and recovered the
cities of Israel that HAZAEL had taken from his father JEHOAHAZ. 
Just a couple of things to note here about ELISHA’S sickness: 
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A. Great Men Of God Can Get Sick Too!
There is no doubt that ELISHA was a great man of God!
After asking for a double portion of ELIJAH’S spirit to be
upon him, the LORD used ELISHA in twice as many miracles
as ELIJAH!

But here, in spite of all of those miracles, this man of God was
sick and near death!  We know both sickness/death come to
us all as part of the curse from Adam’s original sin!

Somebody described it this way, “Life’s tough, then you die!”
But listen, for the Child of God, death is not the bitter end,
but rather the beginning of a blissful eternity with God!

But while we are here, these bodies get weak and sick in
varying degrees.  The reasons and purposes for that belong to
the LORD alone!  (e.g.  Me and my two brothers!)  

And the older we get, the more the weaknesses and sicknesses 
seem to take hold of our life and slow us down from the vigor
of our youth and we lose some of the enjoyment of life.  

Remember Solomon had something to say about that: 
Ecclesiastes 12:1–“Remember now thy Creator in the days of
thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw
nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;” 

B. God Had His Reasons For Allowing This Sickness To
Happen!
Now, there is no indication given us of why the LORD allowed
this in ELISHA’S life. Sometimes the LORD tells us the
reasons and sometimes we are left to either speculate or
wonder!  It’s better to wonder than speculate, but we can see
from other places in Scripture where we are told reasons in
certain instances— But the LORD always has His reasons!  
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(e.g.   All that happened to Job was to prove Satan was
wrong!  Job 1-2)

 
(e.g.   What happened to Paul with the thorn in his flesh was
so that the LORD’s strength would be manifested and even
perfected in Paul’s weakness!  2 Corinthians 12:7-9) 

C. Great Men Of God Die And Leave A Lasting Legacy
Behind!  (He doesn’t die until verse 20, but this is important!)
Through faith, we can die a death similar to that of ABEL
spoken of in the Hall of Faith Chapter!
Hebrews 11:4–“By faith Abel offered unto God a more
excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that
he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being
dead yet speaketh. 

Do you know anybody like that?  Someone who is no longer
here, but by the legacy of their faith they are still speaking! 
(I don’t know about you, but I know many men and women of
God whom that could be said about! People whose words and
actions of faith we still talk about today!)

Now, understand that death is a natural part of our existence,
since we all have an appointment with death! (And get this,
even the rapture is a type of death in that those who will take
part in it will also separated from this earthly life !)
Hebrews 9:27–“And as it is appointed unto men once to die,
but after this the judgment:”

As we looked at the home going of ELIJAH, we saw how he
passed the responsibility of the ministry of the LORD on to
ELISHA!  (The mantle that fell down to ELISHA as ELIJAH
was caught up is a physical picture of that spiritual truth!)

ELISHA left a lasting legacy of which ELIJAH and the sons
of the prophets were a beneficiaries!
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But ELISHA’S  home going was of a different nature than what 
ELIJAH’S was! 

ELIJAH never died the natural death, but rather the fiery chariots of
heaven took him up in a most unusual way! 
2 Kings 2:11–“And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked,
that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and
parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into
heaven. 

Don’t you think that ELISHA hoped for an exit in a manner somewhat
like unto ELIJAH?  Let’s be real...How many of us are hoping that we
go out by the Rapture instead of by natural death?  My hand’s up!

When ELIJAH was ushered out by the whirlwind, the Scripture says:
2 Kings 2:12  And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father,
the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no
more:...”

Look at what KING JOASH said in the latter part of verse 14!
Do you think that maybe he had heard the story of ELIJAH’S
departure from ELISHA?  Maybe he was thinking that ELISHA was
in such bad shape that surely the LORD would send the same for him!

That was NOT going to happen, nevertheless, ELISHA’S life here on
earth was about to be over with. 
But of course his LIFE ETERNAL was not!

WE SEE A GREAT MAN OF GOD WHO WAS SICK AND DYING... 
II. WE SEE A WICKED MAN’S FEAR OF THIS EVENT!

Just as one’s life can influence people in various ways, so can one’s
death!   

Now, one way death can affect us and should affect us is for us to
be reminded of our own mortality!  (Sadly, that doesn’t appear to
be the case for wicked KING JOASH!)
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We are ALL going to leave this world one day!  That is a given!
Hebrews 9:27–“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after
this the judgment:”

Most times though, when a person of great importance to us dies, it is
very difficult for us to expect life to go on as normal!  That is
especially true if that person has had a great influence on us!   
Even though KING JOASH was a wicked idolater, he at least had
sense enough to know that ELISHA had been good for ISRAEL!

Death brings inevitable changes that are not welcomed by those who
are left behind!  We don’t want to have to deal with life apart from
some people!  But the God of all comfort helps us get through and the
God of all grace makes a way for us to deal with the aftermath of such
loss if we belong to the LORD!  KING JOASH didn’t belong!

KING JOASH here was upset here over the illness of ELISHA  and
his impending home-going because KING JOASH ascribed whatever
well-being the nation of Israel had to ELISHA rather than the LORD!

In JOASH’S mind, ELISHA represented a power which was the only
way Israel had survived and would survive and there was no clear
successor as there had been when ELISHA replaced ELIJAH!

JOASH said to ELISHA here the same words ELISHA said to
ELIJAH when he was taken by the LORD. 
“Oh my father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!”  

Whatever the reason that JOASH said this, it is clear that ELISHA
was close to death here and that the king recognized that ELISHA was
the channel of a power that was going to be missed!

We’re going to pause here and LORD willing we’ll come back next
week and see the interaction that takes place here between these two in
the final hours of ELISHA’S earthly life!
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