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Article 14  

Leader: As the doctrine of divine election by the most wise counsel of God was declared by the prophets, by Christ 

Himself, and by the apostles, and is clearly revealed in the Scriptures both of the Old and the New Testament, so it is 

still to be published in due time and place in the Church of God, for which it was peculiarly designed, provided it be 

done with reverence, in the spirit of discretion and piety, for the glory of God’s most holy Name, and for enlivening 

and comforting His people, without vainly attempting to investigate the secret ways of the Most High.1 

Article 15  

People: What peculiarly tends to illustrate and recommend to us the eternal and unmerited grace of election is 

the express testimony of sacred Scripture that not all, but some only, are elected, while others are passed by in 

the eternal decree; whom God, out of His sovereign, most just, irreprehensible, and unchangeable good 

pleasure, has decreed to leave in the common misery into which they have willfully plunged themselves, and 

not to bestow upon them saving faith and the grace of conversion; but, permitting them in His just judgment to 

follow their own ways, at last, for the declaration of His justice, to condemn and punish them forever, not only 

on account of their unbelief, but also for all their other sins.  

Leader: This is the decree of reprobation, which by no means makes God the Author of sin (the very thought of which 

is blasphemy), but declares Him to be an awful, irreprehensible, and righteous Judge and Avenger thereof. 

                                                 
1 Acts 20:27; Rom. 11:33, 34; 12:3; Heb. 6:17, 18 


