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As they went out, the people begged that these things might be told them the next Sabbath. And 
after the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed 
Paul and Barnabas, who, as they spoke with them, urged them to continue in the grace of God.  

- Acts 13:42-43, ESV 
 
After leaving the island of Cyprus, Paul and Barnabas sailed north to Asia Minor, present-day 
Turkey. They made their way inland to a city called Antioch. This can be confusing to casual 
readers, because Paul and Barnabas are from a city called Antioch in Syria, but this Antioch is 
over 425 miles to the north-west from the sending church that commissioned Paul and Barnabas. 
 
As was their custom, Paul and Barnabas made their way into the synagogue first. Unlike on 
Cyprus, we're given a recording of Paul's sermon in the synagogue, so we can see how Paul 
preached the Gospel to Jewish people. Paul's sermon to the synagogue in Antioch of Pisidia 
shows us five key elements of his Gospel presentation: 
 
1. A strong knowledge of the history of the Jewish people. Paul shows that he understands 
the long and noble history of the Jewish people, as recorded in the Scriptures. 
 
2. A knowledge of God's covenant promises. Paul understands that the Messiah is the 
promised Son of David, who comes according to the covenant promises of God. 
 
3. Accurate reporting of the events of the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus, 
beginning with the ministry of John the Baptist to the eye-witness accounts of His 
resurrection. Paul knew that many of the Jewish people would be more familiar with the 
ministry of John the Baptist, which is why he began there, to connect to knowledge they already 
had. 
 
4. Direct quotation of specific promises of Scripture, demonstrating their fulfillment in 
Christ. Paul didn't just made reference to the broad outline of Jewish history or the covenant 
promises, both of which are important. He went further and directly quoted from Psalms that 
were fulfilled in Jesus. 
 
5. An invitation to respond with faith and a warning against rejecting salvation. Paul urged 
the Jewish people to respond with faith in Jesus Christ, telling them what they would receive, 
and warning them against the high cost of rejection. 
 
These five elements are a good guide for us to consider when we have opportunity to share the 
Gospel with Jewish people, but they're also helpful for sharing the Gospel well with anyone. We 
need to demonstrate an understanding of history, of God's covenant promises, of the details of 
the ministry and work of Christ, and of the promises of Scripture. But we cannot just be 
demonstrating our knowledge; we must also be calling for a response. People must accept God's 
promises as they are fulfilled in Christ. They must receive Christ to be forgiven and freed. 
 
Heavenly Father, when we have opportunity to share the Gospel with someone, it is a precious gift. 
Let us not squander the opportunity by being unprepared or unwilling to tell the whole truth. Give 
us opportunities to witness and prepare us to witness well. In Jesus' name, Amen. 
 


