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I. Introduction and review.

Il. You had no good reason to seek aking! v. 1-12

A. | (Samud the Judge) have served you with integrity. v. 1-5
1. | transferred my power and authority to the king you requested. v. 1
2. | haveserved you all of my life. v. 2 3:10,19ff
3. | havenever abused my power for personal gain. v. 3-4 8:11-18 Num. 16:15
Acts20:33 Il Sam. 11:4 Dt. 28:3316:19 Am. 4:115:12 Ex. 23:8 | Tim. 3:3
4. God Himsdlf bearswitnesson my behalf. v.5 Josh 24:21

B. God hasacted righteoudy and gracioudy in keeping His covenant with you. v. 6-11

1. TheLORD’sprophetsoften give His people a history lesson to remind them of
His covenant faithfulness. v. 7 Josh. 24:2-15

2. Through Mosesand Aaron He brought you out of Egypt. v. 6,84:8 6:6 10:18
Ex. 6:13,26-27 2:23-25 3:10

3. Even when you rebelled in the days of the Judges, after you repented and cried
out, He ddlivered you again and again. v. 9-11 7:2ff Judg. 2:14 3:7ff 4. 2ff 10: 7ff

4. Thekey to security and peace is keeping covenant with the LORD! 11:13

C. In spiteof God’s perfect faithfulness, you wickedly sought a king. v. 12 8:5,7,19-20
Judg. 8:22-23

D. Application: Where do you turn when facing acrisis? Jer. 17:5-8
1. Doyou recall God’spreviousfaithfulnessto you?
2. Doyou confessyour sin and cry out to Him?
3. Or doyou seek help from people?
4. Where doesthe church turn for strength?

I11. In spite of your sin, the LORD will blessyou if you are faithful to His covenant. v. 13-18

A. You and your king remain accountabletothe LORD v. 13

1. How can Samud say both that they have chosen a king and that God has
appointed theking? 8:7,18,2010:24 Gen. 50:20 Hos. 13:10-11
a. Ther sin wasnot so much in seeking a king astheir motives for seeking a king.
b. God worksHisgood purpose even through our sinful failures. Ro. 8:28
c. Hispurposeswill be established through the monarchy.

2. Both Israel and her king are responsble to keep covenant with God.

3. Both blessing and cursing are possible for you and your King.

B. If you arefaithful to the LORD and His covenant, He will bless you with the benefits
of covenant obedience. v. 14 Dt. 17:18ff 28:1ff Josh. 24:14-15

C. If you again turn from the LORD, then He will bring the curses of covenant
disobedience upon you. v. 155:6 Dt. 8:19 28:15ff Josh. 1:18 24:20 Lev. 26:14ff

D. Behold the power of the LORD. v. 16-18
1. TheLORD accompanies Samuel’s prophetic word with asign. Ex. 14:13,31
2. Rainwasnot in theforecast. Pr. 26:128:3
3. The peoplefear the LORD (and Samuel). 7:10 Ex. 14:31 19:16 20:18



IV. Turntothe LORD and He will blessyou (and your king). v. 19-25

A. Thepeoplerepent of their sin and plead with Samuel to intercede for them. v. 19

B. Samuel reassuresthe people and makes hisfinal appeal to them. v. 20-25

1. How can Samud say, ‘Do not fear’ right after (and immediately before) he tells
the peopleto ‘fear theLORD’? v. 14,20a,24 Prov. 1:7 Ps. 25:14

2. If you and your king follow and servethe LORD with all your heart you will be
blessed. v. 20,24 Dt. 10:12-13 11:13-14 30:19-20 Ecc. 12:13.

3. Donot turn from God to worthlessthingsor you will be cursed. v. 21,25 Gen. 1:2

4. The LORD will not abandon you because Hisreputation isat stake. v. 22 Josh. 7:9
Ex. 32:12-14 Nu. 14:15-19 Eze. 36:22-32 | Ki. 8:42 Jer. 44:26 Dt. 7.:7-8 Gen. 15: 4ff
a. HisNamewould be dishonored if He wereto cast you off. v. 22a
b. You areHispeople, not because you deserveit, but by Hischoice. v. 22b

5. | (Samuel) will continueto pray for you (priestly ministry) and teach you
(prophetic ministry). v. 237:58:6 Jer. 15:1 Ps. 99:6

C. Application: How are we (the church) like I srael?
1. Wetoo will beblessed if we servethe LORD with all our hearts, but if weare
unfaithful we will face the consequences. Mt. 6:24,33 Rev. 2-3
Wetoo are proneto wander off after worthlessthingsidols. Col. 3:5
Because of our sin we need a Mediator with God. | Tim. 2:5
Wetoo are a chosen people. | Pe. 2:9
God saves and keeps us, not because we deserveit, but for Hisown glory. Ti. 3:5
God still worksout Hispurposein our livesin spite of our sinsand failures.
| Co. 6:9-11 Ro. 8:28 | Jo. 1:8ff
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D. Application: Samuel setsan example for our spiritual leaders. Acts 6:4 20: 18ff
1. Hefaithfully praysfor the LORD’speople. v. 23a Ro. 1:9f Col. 1:9 Il Th. 3:10
2. Hefaithfully instructsthem in the Word of God. v. 23b,7 Acts20:20 11 Ti. 4:1ff
3. Hepracticeswhat he preaches. v. 3-51 Tim. 3:1-7

V. Concluding applications.

A. What isthe main point of this passage? In spite of your sin, God offersyou and your
king great blessingsfor covenant obedience.

B. Wherecan we see Christ in thistext?
1. Our trueKing hascome. Mark 1:14-15
2. Heisblamelessin character. Luke 23:4,14 Heb. 4:157:26 Ro. 8:33-34
3. HeisthePriestly intercessor we need. Heb. 7:25 Rom. 8:34 | Tim. 2.5 1s. 53:12
4. Heisthe Prophet Who perfectly instructsusin God’sWord. Jo. 1:1ff 6:68 15:15

C. You faceachoice. v. 14-15

Discussion questions

1. Why was | srael wrong to demand a king?

2. Why isGod'’s history with His peopleimportant?

3. What arethe essential demands, curses, and blessings of the Old Covenant?
How do the demands, blessings, and curses of the New Covenant compare?

4. How isthe church like I srael wasin Samuel’s day?

5. On what basis does Samuel give hopeto faithless Israel?

6. In what ways does Samuel set an example for our spiritual leaders?

7. Do we also have a ‘prophetic’ function to the world?

8. How can we exercise our priesthood in praying for other believers?

9. What isour ground of assurance of God’sfaithfulnessto us?




