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“The Lines of Noah – Genesis 10” 

     This week we are moving into another genealogy chapter within the Bible. Genesis chapter ten is 
a very important chapter because it shows the beginning and roots of the nations of the world.  We 
also learn about of origin and the origin of about 70 different nationalities within the world that 
broke off from just one man, Noah.  

     All nations of the world, all languages and locations of the people of the world come from Noah 
and his three sons. Whether these nations and lines are blessed or cursed by God they all had their 
beginning after the flood from a God fearing righteous man named Noah. Within this chapter we 
will learn how that our origin in Europe came about and the origin of many other ethnic groups 
within the world today.  

     We have this wonderful inspired historical account of mankind in the Scriptures for a reason. 
This is not just another boring chapter on genealogy as some would want to think. The Apostle Paul, 
a student of the Law and the Scriptures understood the importance of this chapter in Genesis when 
he stood upon Mars’ hill in Athens Greece and spoke the words of Acts 17:26 pinned by Doctor 
Luke. 

Acts 17:26 (KJV) 

26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath 
determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 

Acts 17:26 (RSV) 

26 And he made from one every nation of men to live on all the face of the earth, having determined 
allotted periods and the boundaries of their habitation, 

Acts 17:26 (NASB) 

26 and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, 

Acts 17:26 (AMP) 

26 And He made from one [common origin, one source, one blood] all nations of men to settle on the 
face of the earth, having definitely determined [their] allotted periods of time and the fixed boundaries 
of their habitation (their settlements, lands, and abodes), 
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Genesis 10:1-32 

1Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth: and unto them were sons 
born after the flood. 

2 The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras. 

     Japheth the oldest son of Noah, his genealogy is given first. The first son listed is Gomer which is 
the ancestor to the Celtic and northern tribes.  

     Josephus the famed Jewish historian also wrote that Gomer founded the Galatians; Gomer is also 
credited for the Gaul’s which is now modern day France. His descendants moved north up along the 
east coast of the Black Sea through the areas of what is known today as Georgia, the Ukraine and on 
westward through Romania and Serbia.  

     If we do a study of the line of Gomer and the locations of these people descended from this line. 
We will see that some of his descendants moved as far North West as the Isle of Brittan and became 
the Celtic tribes that founded the current nation of the United Kingdom. This is where most of our 
ancestors came from, from the line of Noah through Japheth through Gomer. 

 Japheth’s Son – Gomer: 

3 And the sons of Gomer; Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah. 

 

     Gomer, Japheth’s first son that listed had three sons listed; Ashkenaz, Riphath and Togarmah. 
Gomer and his sons are the ancient ancestors of most of the northern European countries which 
includes Germany, France and most of the Celtic Families that included the isle of Brittan and 
Wales.  

Japheth’s Son – Magog: 

     Magog the second son of Japheth listed founded the Magogites. From his line came several 
groups; nearer to the Ararat area was the Scythians of the northern India region. Far to the north  
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east was Gog the people of the cold mountain’s regions of Siberia. Further south and to the east 
where the Mongols from which all the groups of the Asiatic peoples descended from; including 
Mongolia, China, Korea and Japan.  

 

     Two other groups that descended from the line of Magog were those that moved northward of 
the Ararat region. These peoples were called the Rus; which were the ancestor of the Vikings and 
what is considered today modern day eastern Russia. 

    Lastly we have the Native Americas, the North American Indian which descended from the Asiatic 
tribes that crossed the land mass into North America. We must remember that before the flood the 
earth was one large land mass. It was during the flood that the continents started to separate and 
drift apart, but this process was not completed until five generations after Noah toward the end of 
chapter ten. 

     It is a key point to bring out that of Japheth’s seven sons, several them were given a prophetic 
curse by God in the book of Ezekiel: 

Lines of Japheth, the eldest son of Noah, cursed by God: 

1. Magog 
2. Meshech 
3. Tubal 
4. Madai 
5. Gomer 

Ezekiel 38:1-7 

1 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 
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2 Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and 
prophesy against him, 

3 And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and 
Tubal: 

4 And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine army, 
horses and horsemen, all of them clothed with all sorts of armour, even a great company with bucklers 
and shields, all of them handling swords: 

5 Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with shield and helmet: 

6 Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all his bands: and many 
people with thee. 

7 Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou, and all thy company that are assembled unto thee, 
and be thou a guard unto them. 

Ezekiel 39:1-6 

1Therefore, thou son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am 
against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: 

2 And I will turn thee back, and leave but the sixth part of thee, and will cause thee to come up from the 
north parts, and will bring thee upon the mountains of Israel: 

3 And I will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will cause thine arrows to fall out of thy right hand. 

4 Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel, thou, and all thy bands, and the people that is with thee: 
I will give thee unto the ravenous birds of every sort, and to the beasts of the field to be devoured. 

5 Thou shalt fall upon the open field: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD. 

6 And I will send a fire on Magog, and among them that dwell carelessly in the isles: and they shall 
know that I am the LORD. 

     One would think if three sons were born to a man, and if they should be listed that they would be 
listed in the order of their birth. However this is not the case with Noah’s three sons. Japheth the 
elder is always listed last – Cursed by God; Ham the youngest is always listed in the middle – Cursed 
by his father through the line of Canaan; and Shem the middle son is always listed first – the blood 
line of the seed and the Saviour. 

Japheth’s Son – Madai: 

      Japheth’s third son listed is Madia, the father of the ancient Medes and the ancestor to the Medo-
Persian Empire which is now modern day Iran. 
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     These line is also included within the prophetic curse as Persia in Ezekiel 38:5; However God 
gets glory even out of a cursed line, because down every road, and every avenue God’s has 
appointed those for His Sovereign purpose so that He may receive honor and Glory. 

     For example – Cyrus: the king of the Persians, a gentile king that God used from a curded line. But 
was he saved, chosen, elect? Let’s not assume anything until we see what the Word of God says 
about it: 

Isaiah 45:1-3 

1 Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations 
before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates 
shall not be shut;                             
2 I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, 
and cut in sunder the bars of iron:                       
3 And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest 
know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. 

 

Japheth’s Son – Javan: 

     Japheth’s fourth son listed is Javan the father of the Greeks and the Syrians, which Syria is the 
nation just north of Israel. We also know from Genesis 10:4 that one of the sons of Javan was 
Tarshish who migrated north and to the far west into the area that is now known as modern day 
Spain. This is important to remember because this will appear again in the Scripture with the story 
of Jonah.  
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Jonah 1:3 

3 But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and 
he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them 
unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. 

Japheth’s Son – Tubal: 

     The fifth son of Japheth listed is Tubal; the father of the people that settled along the east coast of 
the Black Sea in the countries of what today are known as Iberia and Georgia. Many of his 
descendants also moved along the north coast line of the Black Sea westward and settled to become 
known as the Italian band which is now Italy. 

 

     Take note that, Tubal is also mentioned in the prophetic curse of Ezekiel 38, it makes one wonder 
about the great Roman Empire and Church of Rome. 

Ezekiel 38:1-2 

1 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 

2 Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and 
prophesy against him, 

Japheth’s Son – Meshech: 

     Japheth’s next son listed is Meshech who is the father of a race mentioned in connection with 
Tubal and Magog. These are the peoples of the northern tribes which settled in the mountains 
regions of northern Turkey known as Cappadocia, which would also be along the southern coast 
line of the Black Sea. 
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Japheth’s Son – Tiras: 

     Japheth’s seventh and last son listed is Tiras; he is the father of the people that were later known 
as the Thracians. This band of people moved westward on the mainland of Turkey to the coast line 
of the Aegean Sea and settled. 

 

     From this band of gentile peoples along the coast line of the Aegean Sea in western Turkey was 
the Seven Churches of Asia formed.  
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     Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos (Pergamum), Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea. 

 

     Japheth’s son Javan has his line listed for record next in verses four and five. 

Genesis 10:4-5 

4 And the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 

5 By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, after their 
families, in their nations. 

     Noah’s youngest son’s Ham, is now given for record in Genesis 10: 

6 And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan. 

     Cush, Ham’s first son listed was the father of Nimrod who was the king and leader of the kingdom 
that would later be known as Babel. 

7 And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabtechah: and the sons of 
Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan. 

8 And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth. 

9 He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter 
before the LORD. 

10 And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of 
Shinar. 

11 Out of that land went forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, and Calah, 
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     Asshur the son of Cush would go forth out of the land and form a people which would be later 
known as the Assyrians whose capital city would be Nineveh.  

12 And Resen between Nineveh and Calah: the same is a great city. 

     Mizraim, is the Hebrew name for the land of Egypt which was founded from this son of Ham. 
Egyptian legend even boasts that Mizraim had settled there after the flood and the first Pharaoh 
was a descendant of Mizraim who unified the Old Kingdom and built Memphis the ancient capital 
city.  

13 And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim, 

14 And Pathrusim, and Casluhim, (out of whom came Philistim,) and Caphtorim. 

     The people known as Philistim would be the line through whom the Philistines would originate 
from, a county and a people that would serve to be a major enemy of the nation of Israel.  

     Phut, Ham’s next son listed is Phut (I Chronicles 1:8) was the founder of the people that settled to 
the region west of the Nile River in Northwest Africa. The descendants were called the Putties 
which is now modern day Libya.  

     Finally we get to Canaan, the grandson that Noah cursed.  

15 And Canaan begat Sidon his first born, and Heth, 

16 And the Jebusite, and the Amorite, and the Girgasite, 

17 And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite, 

18 And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite: and afterward were the families of the 
Canaanites spread abroad. 

19 And the border of the Canaanites was from Sidon, as thou comest to Gerar, unto Gaza; as thou goest, 
unto Sodom, and Gomorrah, and Admah, and Zeboim, even unto Lasha. 

20 These are the sons of Ham, after their families, after their tongues, in their countries, and in their 
nations. 

     These were all groups of people that stayed in the general area of what would later be the 
Promised Land. These were power people that would totally dominate the land of Israel in the 
beginning of Joshua’s conquest across the Jordan.  

     As prophesied by Noah, they would serve and that they did just as the Scriptures records. 

I Kings 9:20-21 

20 And all the people that were left of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, which 
were not of the children of Israel, 
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21 Their children that were left after them in the land, whom the children of Israel also were not able 
utterly to destroy, upon those did Solomon levy a tribute of bondservice unto this day. 

     The Blood line of Shem, Noah’s middle son of whom was given the blessings and the promise. 

21 Unto Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the brother of Japheth the elder, even to him 
were children born. 

     It is here, we see for sure that Japheth was the oldest son of Noah, as recorded. But take special 
note that the Bible goes to say that Shem also the father of all the children of Eber. This does not 
mean that all of Eber’s sons were fathered by their great, great grandfather Shem. Simply means 
that Eber’s entire line came from Shem.  

     The name Eber is an ancient word in which the word “Hebrew” is derived from which of course 
refers to Israel. 

22 The children of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram. 

23 And the children of Aram; Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and Mash. 

24 And Arphaxad begat Salah; and Salah begat Eber. 

25 And unto Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg; for in his days was the earth divided; 
and his brother's name was Joktan. 

     Hebrew names carry with them a very significant meaning, such as Eber, Isaac, Jacob, Joshua, 
Moses, Zacharias and Elizabeth.  
 
     We see from verse twenty-five that Eber’s first son was named Peleg and the second was Joktan. 
 
     Now let us take a look in the Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible to see what these 
words mean in the context that they were used in this verse: 
 
Peleg –6389 a son of Shem; the same as 6388 
 6388 earthquake; from 6385 
 6385 to split; divide. 
 
Joktan-3355 he will be made little; from 6994  
 6994 to diminish; from 6996  
 6996 in quantity, in age; made less (er) 
 
     You may ask what does this word study have to do the names of Shem’s two great, great 
grandsons? Because something happen in the year that Peleg was born, and earthquake that 
completed the continental separation. It was so significant that his father Eber, named Peleg 
“earthquake.” 
 
     Noah lived to be 950 years old;  
     Shem lived to be 600 years old; 
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     Arphaxad lived to be 438 years old; 
     Salah lived to be 433 years old; 
     Eber lived to be 460 years old; 
 
     Notice a gradual decline in the ages as man progressed. However Eber had two sons both with 
significant names. 
 
Peleg = earthquake   Joktan = to diminish, in quantity, in age; made less (er) 
 
Peleg lived to be 239 years old    
Reu lived to be 237 years old 
Serug lived to be 230 years old 
Nahor lived to be 148 years old 
Terah lived to be 205 years old 
Abraham lived to be 175 years old 
 
     Before Peleg and Joktan the average life span with the three prior generations was 443 ½ years. 
However after the earthquake and the birth of Joktan something started to happen to the man’s life 
span. It began to diminish in age and was made less. Because from Peleg to Abraham the average 
life span within these six generations were made less to be an average of 205 years. 
 
     Isaac, Abraham’s promised son and the twenty-first generation from Adam only live to be 180 
years old. He is recorded within the Scriptures as the longest-lived patriarch of Israel.  
 
     One can see from this how important word study is, because words have meaning in their 
original context and so do names. 
 
26 And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, 

27 And Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah, 

28 And Obal, and Abimael, and Sheba, 

29 And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab: all these were the sons of Joktan. 

30 And their dwelling was from Mesha, as thou goest unto Sephar a mount of the east. 

31 These are the sons of Shem, after their families, after their tongues, in their lands, after their nations. 

     We see from the peoples and nations that came from the lines of Noah; that Japheth’s line went 
northeast and northwest; Ham’s line went to the southwest; while most Shem’s line stayed within 
the confines of the Middle East. 

32 These are the families of the sons of Noah, after their generations, in their nations: and by these 
were the nations divided in the earth after the flood. 

 


