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1. Introduction To Salvation History 
 
The term “salvation history” 
 

‘History from beginning to end. Events chronicled as they happened, all being 
understood, in the ultimate, to refer to God’s purpose of salvation for man and 
His universe.’1  
 

What do we mean by salvation? 
 
The Hebrew words (yasha‘ and malat) and the Greek word (sozo) behind the English 
word ‘salvation’ have the basic idea of ‘bring safely through’. This may well involve 
preserving from harm, rescuing from danger, delivering from an enemy etc, but the 
focus is really on the good, free, whole and secure place to which you are brought. 
 
E.g.: Exodus 15:2, 2Samuel 23:5, Psalms 14:7, 53:6, 107, 35:3, 69:29 
 
When did, does or will salvation happen? 
 
Titus 2:11, Luke 2:29-30, Ephesians 2:5–all these speak about salvation as an event 
completed in the ministry of Jesus Christ. This is the most common way we think of 
salvation. 
 
1Peter 1:9, 1Corinthians 1:18 speak of salvation as an ongoing current event, our 
being kept by the power of God in the face of all dangers. 
 
Hebrews 9:28, 1Thessalonians 5:8, Romans 5:10, Ephesians 2:5 speak of salvation 
as something that awaits us in the future, the fulfilment of all God’s promises to us in 
Christ. 
 
In the New Testament, the future aspect of salvation is perhaps the most prominent of 
the three. The future aspect is not indefinite or uncertain, but there is something of 
salvation that lies ahead of us. 
 
All this points us away from a very narrow or limited understanding of salvation. 
Salvation has to do with all of God’s plan reaching its fulfilment at the end. All the 
elements of history, from creation to conclusion, are part of the salvation story. 
Creation was not an end in itself, but always had a view to the glorious conclusion of 
eternity.  

                                                
1 Salvation History, Geoffrey Bingham, p. 1, NCPI: Blackwood, 2005. 



How do we understand history as ‘salvation history’? 
 
Just looking at the events of history does not enable us to see the work of God in that 
history. In fact, because we can’t of ourselves see the work of God, we may think at 
times that events perhaps indicate that a glorious salvation does not come out of the 
work of God. There are various reasons why we would think this, including our own 
sinfulness, the confusing interpretations of others who reject God, etc. But perhaps 
the most important reason is that God Himself does not give everything for us to 
know. He has his secret things, but He has made known to us what we need in order 
to love Him and to follow Him. 
 
Deuteronomy 29:29 The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things 
revealed belong to us and to our children for ever, that we may follow all the words of 
this law. 
 
Faith is required to understand and interpret the events of history as God’s saving 
plan being worked out, and that faith itself requires the word of God that it is to 
believe. In the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, which have Jesus Christ at 
their centre, we have that word of God. Only through the reading of, and meditating 
on, and immersion in the message of the Scriptures will we come to deep 
understanding of salvation history. 
 
The events recorded in the Bible were not simply written down for the sake of having 
an accurate chronicle. The writers had a purpose in their writing–that purpose is so 
that God’s saving actions could be known. This means that only matters which were 
important in setting forth that saving purpose of God were recorded. The writers had 
other books on which they drew for some of their material, but they only used them in 
accordance with the principle of showing useful events. Other events, even very 
exciting and personally interesting we omitted on this principle. 
 
The events of the Scriptures and the interpretation of those events that we find in 
there give the scope of salvation history. We seek to understand other events of our 
own time, and there are principles in the Scriptures which enable us to do this, but we 
must be wary of going beyond that to saying that in any particular event, “God was 
doing … to the people at … because they did …” 
 
There are various schemes or patterns of Bible history listed in the Salvation History 
book and diagrammised there also. These have been drawn up by people who have 
read the Bible with deep understanding and each have much to offer. They are often 
centred on a key Biblical and theological concept–e.g. covenant, kingdom, glory, the 
people of God, etc. 
 
One important thing that will be very clear to us as we work through all this is that 
there is only one plan of God, even though we have Old and New Testaments. Jesus 
did not mark a change in plan, but the fulfilment of promises in the plan revealed 
along the way. God is the same, yesterday, today and forever. His plan unfolds 
through the various stages, and so we see more and more in and through the various 
stages or epochs of that unfolding. 



Term 1 
2/2  Intro to Salvation History 
9/2 Creation 
16/2 Fall 
23/2 Flood 
2/3 The Nations and Babel 
9/3 Abraham 
16/3 Abraham’s Sons 
23/3 Moses, Israel and Exodus 
30/3 In the Promised Land 
 
 
 
Term 2 
20/4 The Time of the Judges 
27/4 Samuel 
4/5 The Monarchy Begins 
11/5 David and His Sons 
18/5 The Work of the Prophets 
25/5 The Message of the Prophets 
1/6 The Exile 
8/6 The Return and the Inter-

Testamental Period 
15/6 God’s Purposes 
22/6 The Times Are Fulfilled 
29/6 Jesus Arrives and Commences 

Term 3 
27/7 Jesus and His Ministry 
3/8 Jesus and His Teaching 
10/8 The Lead Up To The Cross 
17/8 The Trial and the Cross,  
24/8 The Resurrection and the 

Ascension 
31/8  The Day of Pentecost 
7/9  The Early Early Church 
14/9  Paul the Apostle to Gentiles 
21/9  Jews and Gentiles and Law and 

Grace 
 
Term 4 
12/10 The Epistles and the Church 
19/10  The Plan of God 
26/10 The Book of Revelation 
2/11 Salvation History and the 

Revelation 
9/11 The Parousia 
16/11 The Very End Things 
23/11 Review of Salvation History 
30/11  Wrap-Up Night 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Books to read: 
 
Salvation History, Geoffrey Bingham 
The Story of the Acts of God, Ian Pennicook 
 
 
If you are interested in doing some written work towards the Christians Workers 
School, please speak with me (Andrew) about this, and I will let you know what it 
will involve. 
 
For discussion groups tonight: 
 
1. Get to know one another. 
 
2. How did you come to know God as Saviour? 
 
3. Have you read the Bible through as a whole? What were the key things of the 
history described there that stuck with you? 
 
4. What would you say if somebody asked you what ‘salvation’ means?  


