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Eternal Justification 

and Addresses to Sinners 
 

 

As we have seen, we are dealing with two very different views of 

justification, and, correspondingly, two very different views of 

saving faith.
1
 It will come as no surprise, then, to learn that these 

two very different systems lead inevitably to two very different 

ways of addressing sinners with the gospel; the biblical way and the 

hyper-Calvinistic way. 
 
The biblical way to address sinners with the gospel 

In accordance with what we have seen from Scripture, in our 

addresses to the unconverted we must never forget two things. 

First, that justification follows faith; not the other way about. And, 

secondly, that until sinners come to faith and are justified, they are 

under the wrath of God. So says Scripture, and says it in no 

uncertain terms. And these two things are the key to the way in 

which we must address sinners. Our business is to get them to 

believe. Not that we can get them to do it, of course, nor can they 

do it by their own will and power, but our aim must be to persuade 

them to call upon the name of the Lord and so be saved. Sinners 

have to believe. We must want them to believe. We must press 

them to believe. Until they believe, they are under the wrath of 

God. It is only as they come to believe in Christ that they are 

actually justified. 

Ah! But what precisely do we understand by ‘believe’? What 

are we aiming for? We are looking for more than knowledge of the 

facts of the gospel. We are looking for more than mere assent to 

those facts. What we want is for sinners to savingly believe; that is, 

to repent, to turn from sin and trust Christ, and to do so from the 

heart. We want them to be converted. Sinners, therefore, must be 

urged, commanded and invited to repent of their sin, and trust 

Christ in order to be justified – otherwise they will perish. This 

urgent and passionate note must not be muffled. We have to try to 

                                                 
1
 The extracts for this chapter begin on p223. 
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persuade the unconverted to obey the gospel, repent and believe. 

And do so at once. 

So, then, here is our business. When addressing sinners – and 

when should we not be addressing sinners? – our responsibility is to 

call upon them, as sinners, to believe. Until they believe, sinners 

are not justified, they are not free from condemnation, they are yet 

under the wrath of God. They must be regenerated and converted. 

They must come to Christ in repentant, saving faith, and do so 

without delay. Faith is the turning point. Faith is the hinge. Our 

energy and passion must be directed at sinners to get them to 

believe. Our sense of urgency must leave them in no uncertainty. 

We dare not dither. Nor must they. Nor must we allow them to 

think they can. 
 
The hyper-Calvinistic way of addressing sinners 

Because of his view of eternal justification, the hyper-Calvinist, in 

preaching the gospel, does not call, command, invite, urge or aim to 

persuade sinners to repent and believe in Christ for salvation. Quite 

the reverse! He shrinks in horror at the very thought! He thinks that 

such an approach is utterly out of order, redolent of creature-merit 

and power, and is a grievous trespass upon the work of the 

sovereign Spirit! That’s not the way! 

So how does the hyper-Calvinist approach unbelievers? He 

divides them into two: the non-sensible and the sensible. And he 

adopts a very different approach to each group. 

In addressing the non-sensible, the hyper-Calvinist presents the 

facts of the gospel, going so far, perhaps, as to warn the sinners that 

judgement and eternal condemnation awaits them. He never invites 

them to come to Christ, he never presses them to come to Christ. 

Strictly speaking, with his views, he should simply announce: ‘The 

elect have obtained it, and the rest were blinded’ (Rom. 11:7), leave 

it at that, and sit down. 

In addressing the sensible, as with the non-sensible, the hyper-

Calvinist presents the facts of the gospel, but he now goes further; 

much further. The Gospel Standard preacher, for instance, assures 

sensible sinners that they are ‘blessed’ in that they are seeking. 
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Indeed, he assures them that they are ‘safe’.
2
 Furthermore, he 

assures them that, if they continue to seek, in due time God will 

give them a manifestation of their eternal justification, and thereby 

grant them a comfortable conscience. He does not, however, press 

them to trust Christ. That would be to trespass upon the work of the 

sovereign Spirit. 

The hyper-Calvinist adopts this twofold approach to the two 

sorts of sinners, confident that God will bless his elect under such 

‘preaching’. 

What, precisely, is the hyper-Calvinist expecting? Take the last 

case first. The hyper-Calvinist is looking for God to give sensible 

sinners the awareness, the persuasion, the assurance that they are 

justified by their eternal union with Christ in his death and 

resurrection. In other words, he is waiting for God to give the elect, 

as Fuller put it, ‘a manifestation, impression or persuasion in the 

human mind... a strong impression or persuasion that they were 

justified’.
3
 As a result, the Gospel Standard preacher encourages 

sensible sinners to wait in hope, to read the Bible, to keep attending 

services and listening to the preacher, assuring those who so wait in 

this ‘seeking’ state, waiting and longing for this manifestation, that 

they are ‘safe’ and ‘blessed’ in their seeking. And he assures them 

that this manifestation will come. In fact, if the preacher and his 

hearers think about it for a moment or two, sensible sinners must be 

                                                 
2
 As I have explained, the Gospel Standard also castigates those who 

rightly warn the sensible that they – as much as any sinner – are as yet 

‘unsafe’. The Case Study will make everything very clear. 
3
 See Fuller: Sermons p609. I have quoted Fuller here even though he did 

not attribute this sentiment to hyper-Calvinists. In fact, he attributed it to 

those ‘who have been far from holding with justification as a decree in the 

divine mind’. Nevertheless, the sentiment expressed is typical of the 

hyper-Calvinistic approach to justifying faith. It reminds us, also, that there 

is a circular element in all this. The further one departs from truth to the 

left, the more nearly he ends up on its right. For instance, think how the 

early Brethren movement started. They wanted to break down all 

institutional barriers between believers. But where has the ‘Taylorite’ wing 

of the Exclusive Brethren ended up? It would be hard to find a more 

institutionalised, barrier-ridden, exclusive, inward-looking cult. Baxter’s 

dictum strikes again! Flying too far away from one error, we end up in the 

opposite! 
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actually justified whether or not they trust Christ. As a 

consequence, the preacher and his ‘sensible’ hearers are happy – 

‘blessed’ is the very word – to wait, passive, until God does give 

them this ‘manifestation’, knowing, meanwhile, that they are 

‘safe’.
4
 

As for non-sensible sinners, I dread to think what they might 

take away from such ‘preaching’, what they are supposed to take 

away with them. 
 
Here, then, we have two distinct views of justification and 

justifying faith, and, correspondingly, two distinct ways of 

addressing sinners in the gospel; the biblical way and the hyper-

Calvinistic way. Clearly, there is a vast difference between them. 

Not only that. The hyper-Calvinistic way is wrong. It must be. It is 

unbiblical! Let me say why. 

To begin with, the Bible never distinguishes between 

unbelievers who are sensible and non-sensible, the elect and non-

elect sinner, as far as addressing the unconverted with the gospel is 

concerned. There is no example of any biblical preacher doing it. 

Where do we come across any man proclaiming: ‘To those of you 

who are sensible, I say... but to those of you who are not sensible, I 

say...’? And that, in itself, hammers a nail into the coffin of the 

hyper-Calvinistic approach to sinners. Jesus was very clear. 

Without distinguishing between the sensible and the non-sensible, 

he declared: ‘Unless you repent you will all likewise perish’ (Luke 

13:3,5). Note the ‘all’ and the ‘likewise’. We may say to any 

congregation, we must say to any congregation: ‘Unless you repent 

you will all likewise perish’. ‘God... commands all men everywhere 

to repent’ (Acts 17:30) – all men, elect or not! 

Moreover, when addressing unbelievers – sensible or not – all 

talk about the hearers’ (unbelievers, do not forget) personal interest 

                                                 
4
 I am not, I hope it is obvious, saying that sinners should not read the 

Bible or attend gospel preaching. But the idea that this is all we tell them 

to do, is badly mistaken. What is more, we should never give unbelievers 

the impression that we are content with their mere attendance, even as so-

called ‘seekers’. Because of its importance, I hope to publish on this 

matter. There is another thing. The practice of unbelievers attending gospel 

preaching year in, year out: can you find it in the New Testament? It is an 

ubiquitous feature of Christendom, but the New Testament?  
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in God’s eternal decrees is grossly misplaced. For one thing, it is as 

though a Mathematics teacher were to instruct five-year-olds in 

advanced Fourier Analysis or Lagrange Multipliers, leaving it to 

the university to teach them their multiplication tables. It is worse 

than that! For a start, the unconverted have no business trying to 

probe God’s eternal purpose – especially about their part and 

personal interest in them – and preachers have no right to 

encourage them to do it. In addressing the unconverted, the need is 

to get them to call upon Christ, not to embroil themselves in a 

fruitless exploration of God’s decree – which, in any case, for them 

is an audacious exploration of the unknowable. No preacher, and no 

hearer, can know if a sinner is elect until he has been brought to 

believe. It is highly significant that whereas Scripture only ever 

speaks of the justification of believers, when thinking about 

addresses to sinners, hyper-Calvinists are really concerned about 

the justification of the elect, the predestined. And it shows! Think 

of the sort of impression that conveys to the unbeliever! 

In any case, unbelievers cannot draw near to God on the basis of 

God’s decree of election, or his decree to justify his elect. Nor can 

preachers invite or command unbelievers to come to Christ on that 

basis. No, that is not the warrant for faith. The warrant is God’s 

universal command in the gospel.
5
 Sinners can only come to God in 

Christ by trusting the Saviour for their justification. Once again, I 

am not striving about words. No sinner is justified until he trusts 

Christ. As far as dealing with the unconverted is concerned, God’s 

electing decree, his decree to justify his elect, those whom the 

Father gave to the Son to redeem, and so on, is none of their 

business. Their business is with Christ! ‘Christ is all’ (Col. 3:11). 

CHRIST! Trust in Christ is essential. The preacher should not 

entangle unbelievers in trying to plumb the intricacies of God’s 

decree – he should drive them to Christ, draw them to Christ, shut 

them up to Christ. His business is to call sinners to repent and trust 

Christ for salvation, justification, pardon, reconciliation; for 

everything. The business of the unconverted is to do it! ‘Believe on 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved’ (Acts 16:31) – saved, 

justified, pardoned, reconciled, and so on. In other words, the 

                                                 
5
 See my Offer. 
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preacher has to speak plainly to his hearers, telling them: ‘Until you 

repent and believe, you are not saved, not justified, not reconciled. 

When you believe, then, and only then, will you be justified, right 

with God’. He has to go further. He has to tell them that they are 

invited to Christ. He must go further still. He must urge and 

command them to come. He must plead with them to come. 

But by stressing, in an unbiblical way, the eternal aspect of 

justification, and turning it into something it is not – especially 

when dealing with sinners – the hyper-Calvinist radically and 

grievously distorts the gospel at this most vital point – most vital as 

far as it concerns the unconverted sinner. 

Let me explain. Under the biblical approach, the sinner is put 

into the active mode, put on the spot; the ball is firmly in his court. 

And he is made to know it and feel it. Or, at least, the preacher tells 

him so in the plainest of terms. Although he has no power within 

himself to comply, nevertheless the sinner has to repent, the sinner 

has to believe, the sinner has to come to Christ, and so on; 

otherwise he will perish. And he is told so. More – he is urged to 

repent and believe at once. 

Under the hyper-Calvinist, however, the sensible sinner is put 

into the passive mode. He is encouraged to wait, hoping some day 

to be given a manifestation of his eternal justification. Literally 

speaking, this is dreadfully wrong. No sinner – sensible or not – 

should ever be encouraged to wait! Moreover, when a sinner does 

believe, he receives his actual justification, not the assurance that 

he has been justified from eternity. Under hyper-Calvinistic 

preaching, it is inevitable that feelings, not Christ, become the 

foundation of the sinner’s comfort and assurance. And this is fatal! 

As for the non-sensible sinner, I dread to think what mode he 

might be put into under a hyper-Calvinist. By rights, he should 

come away feeling he is nothing but a robot, created either for 

salvation or damnation. All he has to do is to eke out his existence 

until, at last, he enters glory or plunges into eternal perdition. And 

this is supposed to be gospel preaching? 

We must be clear about all this. We must not concede an inch. 

Sinners are not saved by coming to believe that they are elect, that 

Christ died for them, that they have been justified from eternity. 

They may claim to have had a ‘manifestation’ of all that, and be 
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able to describe all sorts of ‘feelings’ and ‘evidences’, remarkable 

visions, ‘signs’ and I know not what, fixing on places and times, 

and all the rest of it, but unless they have come to trust the Saviour, 

and are trusting in the Saviour, they are yet in their sins. They are 

saved only by believing on Christ. 

Again, as believers, we dare not rest content in merely 

presenting gospel facts and warnings to sinners, waiting for God to 

awaken his elect among them to the fact that they are justified. And 

we certainly must never encourage any sinner to linger in such a 

posture. Which biblical preacher ever told sinners to wait until they 

were convinced that God had elected and justified them in eternity 

through union with Christ? 

In Scripture, are the unconverted not invariably commanded, 

urged, exhorted and entreated to repent of their sins and trust 

Christ? ‘Look to me... Seek the LORD while he may be found, call 

upon him while he is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 

unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD... Come 

to me... Repent, and believe... Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ... 

God... commands all men everywhere to repent... We implore you 

on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God’ (Isa. 45:22; 55:6-7; Matt. 

11:28; Mark 1:15; Acts 16:31; 17:30; 2 Cor. 5:20). Are these not 

the repeated notes of gospel addresses to sinners in Scripture? Is the 

note not always one of urgency, ‘now’ and ‘today’ (2 Cor. 6:1-2; 

Heb. 2:1-3; 3:7 – 4:11; 12:25)? Do we ever read: ‘You must wait 

until your personal interest in God’s secret and eternal decree, and 

in his Son’s accomplishment of redemption for you as one of the 

elect, is made clear to you’? ‘Go on waiting – the manifestation will 

come’? 
 
To sum up: Justifying faith is the soul resting itself upon Christ for 

salvation. This is what the Scriptures command sinners to do. And 

this is what hyper-Calvinists fail to command sinners to do. Indeed, 

it is what they deplore! 

What are the consequences of adopting the hyper-Calvinistic 

way of addressing sinners? For the sinners? For the preachers? 

Since the biblical pattern has been clearly laid out for us, what will 

the day of judgement have in store for those who deliberately refuse 

to follow it, but, instead, follow a pattern laid out for them by their 

mortal teachers – a pattern without precedent in Scripture? 
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A man of straw? 

Do I hear any reader dismissing all this as a man of straw? If so, my 

reply is simple. Put me right! Disabuse me! Where, for instance, in 

the writings or sermons of John Gill, J.C.Philpot, William and John 

Gadsby, Joseph Hatton, J.K.Popham, J.H.Gosden, Ben 

Ramsbottom, J.A.Watts or G.D.Buss, and the like, do we find 

sinners being commanded to believe on Christ to the justifying or 

saving of their soul? I have failed to discover it.
6
 Rather, I have 

found time and again where scorn is poured upon preachers who do 

such a thing. Naturally, I have read only a limited portion of these 

writers – but if any reader can supply references to show that such 

men have commanded, invited, exhorted and pleaded with sinners, 

and tried to persuade them to trust Christ to the saving of their soul 

and their justification before God, I will willingly retract. As I say, I 

have failed to unearth it in their writings. But I have come across 

plenty of evidence to show that such men berate those who do. 

The Gospel Standard Articles, I admit, do speak of the elect 

‘coming to Christ for salvation’. But what do they mean by this? 

Gosden, who set out the definitive explanation of the Articles,
7
 

more or less restated the words: ‘The Holy Ghost leads the 

convicted soul to the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation’, and then 

went on to explain what he understood by it: ‘Revealing him in his 

sacred suitability to the troubled guilty conscience’.
8
 

Very well. But this is hardly a ringing endorsement of the 

biblical call to justifying faith, is it? What is that? It is to address 

sinners as sinners and call upon them to rest their soul upon Christ. 

Sadly, Watts and Buss continued Gosden’s weak approach: 

‘Those who are the subjects of the new birth shall assuredly at “the 

appointed time” be drawn to Christ by the power of the Father and 

                                                 
6
 But see the forthcoming Study for some Gospel Standard teachers getting 

close, and for evidence of the grievous dilemma in which they are caught. 

Sometimes they guardedly admit that they timorously contradict their own 

principles. On occasion, seemingly without realising it, they actually get 

there. 
7
 Ramsbottom’s ‘Introduction’ to Gosden: What vi-vii. See also p7 of 

gospelstandard.org.uk/gs/media/GS/Articles.pdf 
8
 Gosden: What pp46-47.  
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be brought savingly to believe in him’.
9
 Quite right, of course. Even 

so, do not miss the passive emphasis in distinct contrast to the 

biblically active. Moreover, it was unfortunate, to say the least, that 

they failed to say what they meant by ‘savingly to believe’, and also 

failed to spell out what the believing sinner receives. In any case, it 

is not what the Articles say, it is what and how the preachers 

preach, and what and, above all, how the hearers believe, which 

counts. 

Furthermore, as I have pointed out, it is significant that the 

Gospel Standard Articles themselves nowhere state, as the 

Scriptures do (Acts 13:39; Rom. 3:20-31; 4:1-25; 5:1; Gal. 2:16-21; 

3:8-14; 5:1-5; for instance), that the elect are justified by faith. This 

remarkable absence – in a Confession of Faith, after all – is highly 

significant, and is all of a piece with John Gadsby’s censure of 

Septimus Sears for his use of ‘justified by faith’ – wrongly accusing 

him of teaching ‘faith is meritorious’.
10

 In fact, Gadsby was really 

putting Paul in the dock. As I say, more of this in the follow-up 

volume. 

And this brings us back to the crux. Hyper-Calvinistic talk of 

eternal justification leads them to change the nature of saving faith. 

Now if we get the ‘faith’ wrong, who can assure us that we have the 

‘saving’ right? Even though Philpot published (and presumably 

agreed with) John Cennick who described ‘justifying faith’ as ‘a 

laying hold on [Christ], and getting his righteousness’,
11

 to hyper-

Calvinists, saving faith is not trusting Christ. No! It is coming to the 

assurance, the manifestation, that I am elect and that Christ died for 

me, and that I have been justified since eternity past. 

It is no use mincing words. This is wrong! Utterly wrong! When 

the apostle addressed the jailer (Acts 16:31), he did not use the 

language of Galatians 2:20. It was only after the jailer had believed 

– had repented and trusted Christ – it was only then that Paul could 

or would have started to speak about assurance. Of course the 

believer can say: ‘The Son of God... loved me and gave himself for 

me’ (Gal. 2:20), but only after he has obeyed the gospel command 

and obtained the promise: ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

                                                 
9
 Watts and Buss p25. 

10
 Gospel Standard 1877 wrapper June section D. 

11
 Gospel Standard 1857 p83. 
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you will be saved’ (Acts 16:31). Let me repeat the obvious. The 

title of this chapter is what we are supposed to be talking about: 

‘Eternal Justification and Addresses to Sinners’. And by ‘sinners’, I 

mean, of course, ‘unbelieving sinners’. We are all ‘sinners’ – but I 

am concerned here with addresses to unbelievers. 

And this, I say, takes us back again to the issue – how to address 

unbelieving sinners with the gospel. As for that, we know that Gill 

was prepared openly to preach that ‘all God’s elect are justified in 

his sight, and in his account, before faith; and if before faith, then 

without it’.
12

 What a staggering statement. However carefully it 

might be guarded, it would not be at all surprising if those who 

heard it might go home (or, what is worse, into eternity) with a 

false view of faith. It gets worse. They might even think faith is 

totally unnecessary. What is more, whatever they deduced from 

Gill’s astounding declaration, they would have seriously 

misunderstood what it means to be justified. Nor is this an idle 

deduction. After all, Gill made this alarming statement in a sermon. 

It can be put in a nutshell. As I have said, the thrust of scriptural 

gospel addresses to the unconverted puts the sinner onto the active. 

The sinner has to repent, believe, come, look, call, trust, and so on. 

Under a hyper-Calvinistic preacher, the sinner is put onto the 

passive. He has to wait. Scripture, I fully admit, does not minimise 

the need for the Holy Spirit’s power to enable a sinner to obey the 

gospel, nor the inability of the sinner to comply with it, and this 

must be made clear in our addresses to sinners. Yes. But that is not 

the overall note to be left ringing in the sinner’s ear. Not at all. ‘See 

that you do not refuse... Repent... Believe... Come now... Why will 

you die?’ Is this not the tone of the Bible? Is this overwhelmingly 

active or passive? That is the question. 

Jesus was explicit. He preached both human responsibility and 

the sovereignty of God, often in the same breath. See Matthew 

11:25-30; 22:1-10; 23:37; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 14:15-24; John 

5:40; 6:28-29,35-59; 10:26-27; 12:36. And so must we. 

Above all, the weight – in addresses to sinners – must come 

down on the human responsibility side. The question is: Is it 

biblical to tell sinners to repent and believe, or encourage them to 

                                                 
12

 Gill: Sermons Vol.4 pp212-213. 
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linger at the pool hoping that the Spirit will move the water (John 

5:3)? Which is it? 

Waiting at the pool? What am I talking about? I am, of course, 

referring to John 5:1-8. The sick would lie beside the pool at 

Bethesda, waiting for the water to move; and when it did, the first 

into the water would be healed. Preachers have had a field day with 

this, finding the episode a rich source of material from which to 

encourage sinners to keep attending the gospel ministry, waiting, 

hoping, for something to happen. 

Let John Newton – yes, I am sorry to say, John Newton, even 

though he was no hyper-Calvinist – demonstrate what I mean. As I 

say, Newton was very far removed from hyper-Calvinism, yet even 

he succumbed to this unscriptural notion of ‘waiting’. It just shows 

how fearfully insidious this business is. Listen to him: 
 

Beside the gospel pool, 
Appointed for the poor, 

From year to year my helpless soul 
Has waited for a cure. 

 
But my complaints remain; 

I feel alas! the same; 
As full of guilt, and fear, and pain 

As when at first I came. 
 

O would the Lord appear 
My malady to heal! 

He knows how long I’ve languished here, 
And what distress I feel. 

 
How often have I thought, 
Why should I longer lie? 

Surely the mercy I have sought 
Is not for such as I? 

 
But whither can I go? 
There is no other pool, 

Where streams of sov’reign virtue flow, 
To make a sinner whole. 

 
Here, then, from day to day, 
I’ll wait, and hope, and try; 

Can Jesus hear a sinner pray, 
Yet suffer him to die? 
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No, he is full of grace, 
He never will permit 

A soul that fain would see his face 
To perish at his feet.

13
 

 
Or, in another version: 
 

Beside the gospel pool, 
Appointed for the poor, 

From time to time my helpless soul 
Has waited for a cure. 

 
But my complaints remain; 

I feel, alas! the same; 
As full of guilt, and fear, and pain, 

As when at first I came. 
 

O would the Lord appear 
My malady to heal! 

He knows how long I’ve languish’d here 
And what distress I feel. 

 
How often have I thought, 
Why should I longer lie? 

Surely the mercy I have sought 
Is not for such as I? 

 
No, he is full of grace, 
He never will permit 

A soul that fain would see his face 
To perish at his feet.

14
 

 
What a tragic and misguided application of the passage! 

Nevertheless, Gill had been of the same opinion. Indeed, he 

rejoiced in the phenomenon: 
 
A wonderful thing it is, that the hearts of so many unregenerate 
persons should be inclined to attend upon the outward means of grace, 

                                                 
13

 Gospel Hymns number 633; Gadsby’s Hymns number 729. There are 

slight variations in the two versions.  
14

 Gadsby’s Hymn number 729. 
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and should be waiting at wisdom’s gate, and watching at the posts of 
the door.

15
  

 
Spurgeon exploded the nonsense:  
 
This, too... is the thought of many of those who feel their sins and who 
desire salvation. They accept that unscriptural and dangerous advice 
given to them by a certain class of ministers; they wait at the pool of 
Bethesda; they persevere in the formal use of means and ordinances, 
and continue in unbelief, expecting some great thing. They abide in a 
constant refusal to obey the gospel, and yet expect that on a sudden 
they will experience some strange emotions, singular feelings, or 
remarkable impressions; they hope to see a vision, or hear a 
supernatural voice, or be alarmed with deliriums of horror... I must... 
beg unconverted persons not to look for such interpositions... When the 
Lord bids you believe in Jesus, what right have you to demand signs 
and wonders instead?... In dealing with the method of waiting to see or 
feel some great thing, we remark, that it is not the way which God has 
bidden his servants preach. I challenge the whole world to find any 
gospel of God in which an unconverted man is told to abide in 
unbelief. Where is the sinner told to wait upon God in the use of 
ordinances, that so he may be saved? The gospel of our salvation is 
this: ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved’... ‘Go 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature’. And what 
[is] that gospel? Tell them to wait in their unbelief in the use of means 
and ordinances until they see some great thing? Tell them to be diligent 
in prayer... read the word of God...?... 
 
I break off. This is just the sort of direction hyper-Calvinists hand 

down from the pulpit. And it is utterly out of place. No biblical 

preacher gave such counsel. Let Spurgeon remind us of the 

obvious. What is the tone of the sermons we meet in Scripture? 

Surely this: 
 
‘He that believes and is baptised...’ This was the gospel, and the only 
gospel which Jesus Christ ever bade his ministers preach, and they who 
say, wait for feelings! wait for impressions! wait for wonders! they 
preach another gospel which is not another; but there be some that 
trouble you... ‘Look unto me and be saved, all the ends of the earth’, is 
God’s gospel: ‘Wait at the pool’, is man’s gospel, and has destroyed its 

                                                 
15

 Gill: Commentary Vol.5 p640. See my earlier note about the stark 

difference between the New Testament and Christendom on the question 

of unbelievers remaining under the gospel for donkey’s years. 



The Principles 

158 

 

thousands. This un-gospel-like gospel of waiting is immensely 
popular... because it administers laudanum [opium] to the conscience.

16
 

 
Spot on, Mr Spurgeon! As so often, spot on! 

Reader, if you are a preacher, are you a dispenser of spiritual 

laudanum? And if you are a hearer – and are we not all hearers? – 

have you become a spiritual-laudanum addict, perhaps without 

being aware of it? Do not forget the parable of the frog and the hot 

water.
17

 
 
The wider audience 

Let me make a final point. Although I have used hyper-Calvinists 

such as Gill, Brine, Gadsby, Ella, Hoeksema, Hanko, along with 

contributors to contemporary websites, to illustrate what I have 

been endeavouring to say, and to try to help those who are in 

bondage under their teaching, and although, in the Case Study, I 

will be looking into the Gospel Standard attack upon Septimus 

Sears, I have a wider audience in mind. Much wider. 

As in all my previous works on the question of addresses to 

sinners, I am convinced that the problems I have been tackling do 

not arise only in stated hyper-Calvinistic circles. The wider 

Reformed constituency, I am afraid, is suffering grievously under 

incipient hyper-Calvinism. I have just illustrated this by quoting 

John Newton. I am not suggesting that those in this wider circle are 

influenced by eternal justification, but... Just a minute! Let me 

recast that. I am not suggesting that those in this wider circle are 

influenced by eternal justification – at the moment. Or at least, I 

hope not. Nevertheless, the pressure is on. The material is readily 

available. And Satan is as active as ever. 

In any case, many, today, who would deny that they are blighted 

by hyper-Calvinism, have, in fact, imbibed more of the soporific – 

Spurgeon’s laudanum – than they care to think. Incipient hyper-

Calvinism is (to be guilty of a glaring oxymoron) rampant. For 

instance, many preachers who write and argue vehemently for duty 

                                                 
16

 Spurgeon: Metropolitan Vol.13 pp195-196 (see the whole sermon). 
17

 If a frog is placed in boiling water, it will jump out, but if it is placed in 

cold water, which is then slowly heated, the unfortunate creature will not 

notice the danger, but will, in time, be cooked alive. The more gradual the 

heating, the more likely it is that the frog will fail to survive.  
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faith and the free offer get nowhere near it when they actually climb 

into a pulpit. Doubtless, even to suggest it will raise hackles. It will, 

I fear, bring the heavens crashing about my ears. But the times are 

desperate, times that try men’s souls, far more than in Tom Paine’s 

day. Apathy is stifling us, killing us. And apathy can find its way 

into the pulpit every bit as much as the pew. Sadly, I fear it is too 

often not merely a case of ‘can’! Notice, reader, I did not refer to 

apathy in the world. That’s a given! Apathy in the churches, apathy 

among believers, apathy among preachers, apathy when actually in 

the pulpit – that is my concern. Incipient hyper-Calvinism! Feeble – 

effeminate – addresses to sinners play a not-insignificant part in 

this. Lectures, not preaching. The reading of virtual (or actual) 

magazine articles from a Kindle or some other tablet, not 

preaching. Presentations, not preaching. Dry! Lifeless! Distant! 

Detached! Boring! Away with it. Away with it, I say, for the love 

of the hearers – especially the unconverted! Who will rid us of this 

deadening boredom? 

I have raised this so many times, my keyboard could almost 

type the words by itself. But incipient or unwitting hyper-Calvinism 

still blights the Reformed and evangelical world. It deadens the 

pulpit. It bores the hearers. It locks the unconverted into a muffled 

world where they are given a heartless gospel, a passionless gospel, 

a dry complacency. Stern words! The times call for them! I really 

do hope that what I have written here will do something to put an 

end to this appalling state of affairs. For all of us, for preacher and 

hearer alike, with each remorseless tick of the clock, the reckoning 

day draws ever nearer.  

 


