
“Israel Wants a King” 

John 6:15 

(Preached at Trinity, February 20, 2019) 

 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  
twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 
Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. Chapter 6 opens with the words, “After these things . . .” John is telling us that Jesus 

has left Judea and has come into Galilee. His fame is continuing to increase and the size 

of the crowds are also continuing to increase.  

 This passage is the account of Jesus feeding the 5000. Verse 10 tells us there were 5000 

men. Matthew records that there were also women and children present. 

Matthew 14:21 NAU - "There were about five thousand men who ate, besides 
women and children."  
If you factor in the women and children the number would have soared to over 10,000. 

2. Last time I pointed out several reasons why Jesus was attracting such numbers.  

A. Many were drawn to His miracles.  

John 6:2 NAU - "A large crowd followed Him, because they saw the signs 
which He was performing on those who were sick."  

  We also saw this back in Chapter 2. 

John 2:23 NAU - "Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, 
during the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which 
He was doing."  

 B. During the 1st Century there was also a heightened Messianic interest.  

John 6:14-15 NAU - "Therefore when the people saw the sign which He had 
performed, they said, "This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world."  
15 So Jesus, perceiving that they were intending to come and take Him by 
force to make Him king, withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone."  
1. We saw this with the Samaritan woman in Chapter 4: 

  John 4:19 NAU - "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet."  
John 4:25 NAU - "The woman said to Him, "I know that Messiah is 
coming (He who is called Christ); when that One comes, He will 
declare all things to us."  
The Samaritans believed the Pentateuch. They had an expectation of the 

coming of a Prophet—THE Prophet. 

Deuteronomy 18:15 NAU - "The LORD your God will raise up for 
you a prophet like me from among you, from your countrymen, you 
shall listen to him."  
Acts 3:22-23 NAS - "Moses said, 'The Lord God shall raise up for 
you a prophet like me from your brethren; to Him you shall give 
heed in everything He says to you.  23 'And it shall be that every 
soul that does not heed that prophet shall be utterly destroyed from 
among the people."  
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2. The Prophet referred to the promise of the Messiah. This was the promise 

referred to when the Levites enquired if John the Baptist was the Messiah. 

John 1:21 NAU - "What then? Are you Elijah?" And he said, "I am 
not." "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No."  

3. According to Jewish belief, the Messiah would be a great deliverer, a mighty king who 

would rise up to save them from their oppressors. The Roman occupation had increased 

this interest in the coming of the Messiah. 

A. After the resurrection of Christ we can hear this in the dialogue of Jesus with the 

disciples on the Road to Emmaus. 

Luke 24:17-21 NAU - "What are these words that you are exchanging 
with one another as you are walking?" And they stood still, looking sad.  18 
One of them, named Cleopas, answered and said to Him, "Are You the 
only one visiting Jerusalem and unaware of the things which have 
happened here in these days?"  19 And He said to them, "What things?" 
And they said to Him, "The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word in the sight of God and all the people,  20 
and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to the sentence of 
death, and crucified Him.  21 "But we were hoping that it was He who was 
going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is the third day since 
these things happened."  

B. Even the Apostles held hope that Jesus would bring the deliverance of Israel from 

her earthly oppressors. 

Acts 1:6 NAU - "So when they had come together, they were asking Him, 
saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?"  
F.F. Bruce writes: “The Apostles evidently maintained their interest in the hope of 

seeing the kingdom of God realized in the restoration of Israel’s national 

independence. They had at an earlier date been captivated by the thought that in 

such a restored order they themselves would have positions of authority.” 1 

“The hope of an earthly and national kingdom was recast after Pentecost as the 

proclamation of the spiritual kingdom of God, to be entered through repentance 

and faith in Christ” 

4. The multitudes were willing to support Christ only as long as He gave them what they 

wanted—as long as He healed their sick, as long as He fed them. As long as He 

powerfully defeated their enemies they would follow Him. 

They were not willing to fall down before Him, humbling themselves as sinners and cry 

out for mercy. They were not willing to worship Him as God incarnate. They were not 

willing to own Him as Lord of their lives. They only desired to take Him as their leader 

against the Romans and were willing to take Him by force if necessary to make Him 

serve as Deliverer from their oppressors.  

5. They were willing to speak high words of praise and approval, but Jesus was not taken in 

by their fair-speech. Christianity is a willingness to die to self and follow Christ as Lord 

and King, but these people only had selfish desires. 

They wanted to use Jesus. They wanted to make Christ fit their conceptual thoughts of 

what the Messiah should be. They wanted the Kingdom without the cross.  

                                                 
1 Bruce, F.F., The Book of the Acts, (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 

1984), Page 35. 
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6. Leon Morris writes in his commentary: “He who is already King has come to open His 

kingdom to men; but in their blindness men try to force Him to be the kind of king they 

want; thus they fail to get the king they want, and also lose the kingdom He offers.” 2 

This presents some important implications that we need to consider.  

 

I. Jesus cannot be made to fit the concept of what people want Him to be 

 A. I’ve often said there are many Jesuses today 

1. People tend to choose the one they want – the one they’ve fashioned in 

their mind. 

2. Religious people gather around the friendly, non-threatening Jesus that 

makes us feel good about themselves.  

3. There are not many Jesuses. There is but one. He’s the one revealed in 

Scripture. We need to make sure He is the one we are following.  

4. We need to be careful in how we approach Scripture. If you approach the 

Bible with preconceived notions and predetermined conclusions, you will 

read the Bible through those filters and make it fit your belief. 

  5. There are several wrong conclusions people reach today. 

B. Jesus did not come primarily to meet our physical needs and desires 

1. Charismatic theology recasts the Gospel with an emphasis on physical 

needs. 

a. They teach Jesus came to heal us from our physical afflictions. 

They read passages through that filter. 

Psalm 147:2-3 NAU - "The LORD builds up Jerusalem; He 
gathers the outcasts of Israel.  3 He heals the brokenhearted 
And binds up their wounds."  
Isaiah 53:4-5 KJV - "Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten 
of God, and afflicted.  5 But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed."  

b. Through the Gospel we have been healed from the plague of sin 

that has defiled us and robbed us of life. Through the Gospel we 

are transformed from death to life. 

2. They also insist that Jesus provides us with the abundance of earthly 

goods. They read the Bible through that filter. 

Luke 6:38 KJV - "Give, and it shall be given unto you; good 
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, 
shall men give into your bosom. "  

3. The Gospel satisfies our true needs and gives us treasures untold—the 

treasure of life in Christ. 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
2 Leon Morris, The Gospel according to John, The New International Commentary on the New 

Testament, (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1995), 307. 
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 C. Jesus did not come to liberate us from our earthly oppressors 

1. Liberation theology combines Christian theology with Marxist  

socio-economic concerns for the poor and disadvantaged and political 

liberation for the oppressed. This is not the Gospel or Biblical Christianity. 

2. While Christianity has a positive impact upon communities, the Gospel is 

not primarily about relieving the difficulties of the oppressed.  

3. Our greatest poverty is a poverty of soul—spiritual bankruptcy.  

Matthew 5:3 NAU - "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven."  

D. There is a great emphasis today on preaching Jesus as one who has come to meet 

what is called “our felt needs” – our interpersonal relationships, our feelings of 

inadequacy, financial concerns, problems with our children or spouses.  

1. Of course, Christian conversion has an impact on every area of life but the 

primary focus of the Gospel is on the issue of sin. 

2. Albert Mohler describes the weakness of preaching to “felt needs” – “There 

are several basic flaws with this approach. In the first place, our “needs” are 

hopelessly confused — even hidden from us. As a matter of fact, the 

knowledge of our deepest needs is a secret even to ourselves until we 

receive that knowledge by the work of the Holy Spirit and the gift of 

Scripture. The sinner’s need for Christ is a need unlike all other needs — 

and the satisfaction of having other needs stroked and affirmed is often a 

hindrance to the sinner’s understanding of the Gospel.” 3  

 

II. You must receive Jesus as He is 

 A. Jesus came to save His people from their sins 

Matthew 1:21 NAU - "She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name 
Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins."  

  1. The chief problem of human beings is not physical 

a. It isn’t poverty, it isn’t oppression, it isn’t loneliness, it isn’t low 

self-esteem – and it isn’t physical infirmities.  

b. Our chief problem is sin. We are under God’s righteous judgment 

2. One look at the cross reveals the suffering of one who was bearing the sins 

of His people – Jesus suffered the wrath of God because of sin. 

3. These multitudes that were flocking to Jesus were blind to their true need. 

 Their primary need was not being fed or being healed or being delivered 

from the Romans. Their primary problem was sin. 

 B. It is a terrible thing to look to Jesus in some way that overlooks sin 

1. The terrible thing about the Charismatic movement or the countless other 

movements is they cover over our true problem. It is the same problem 

with the cultural Christianity of our day.   

It’s not that they deny the problem of sin or deny that Jesus died for sin. 

The problem is they turn our attention away from our sin and get us to 

focus on other things – earthly things: Our feelings, our wealth, our health, 

our oppressors and on and on. People love to play the victim. The truth is 

we are the victim of our own wicked heart and only Jesus can deliver us. 

                                                 
3 Mohler, Albert - https://albertmohler.com/2006/09/14/the-problem-of-preaching-to-felt-needs/. 
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2. The problem with humanity, and our problem, is that we do not see full 

horrible nature of our sin – or as the Puritans called it, “The exceeding 

sinfulness of sin” 

  3. We can fail to recognize the great danger  

   a. Sin entraps us, seizes us, pulls us into bondage 

   b. Sin blinds us to the reality of the danger – all seems well 

 C. The only way to have Jesus is to bow before Him 

1. There is no doubt the multitudes flocking to Jesus had an interest in Him. 

They followed Jesus despite being greatly inconvenienced.  

They were filled with zeal and excitement regarding Him.  

They sought Him earnestly.  

John 6:24 NAU - "So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not 
there, nor His disciples, they themselves got into the small boats, 
and came to Capernaum seeking Jesus."  

2. But we must not overlook the sad reality. They sought Him but they 

missed Him. They would soon turn away unconverted. 

John 6:66 NAU - "As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew 
and were not walking with Him anymore."  

3. They were not looking to Jesus as Lord and Savior. They failed to 

comprehend the plague of their sin. They failed to see Jesus as worthy of 

dying for.  

Matthew 16:24-25 NAU - "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he 
must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.  25 "For 
whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his 
life for My sake will find it."  
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Conclusion: 
1. Israel was looking for a king. It is true the Messiah is a King. He came to establish His 

Kingdom. 

2. Christ’s Messianic reign refers chiefly to His kingly office.  

A. We read of the reign of Christ in Isaiah 9 

Isaiah 9:6-7 NAU - "For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to 
us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  
7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On 
the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of 
the LORD of hosts will accomplish this."  

 B. Hannah spoke of Him in her great song of praise in Chapter 2 

1 Samuel 2:10 NAU - "The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; And He 
will give strength to His king, And will exalt the horn of His anointed."  

The word for “anointed” is x;yvim' which refers to the Messiah. 

3. Christ’s Kingdom is not chiefly of this world and yet governs every molecule in this 

world. It is not a political realm, and yet the kings of the earth must bow.  

It is not a visible earthly realm.  

A. This is one reason physical Israel has rejected their Messiah. They were and are 

looking for a deliverer to deliver them from their earthly political oppressors and 

set up an earthly kingdom that will rule over all others. Jesus doesn’t fit their 

expectation of Israel being raised up in dominion over the earth with an all-

powerful king. 

B. Jesus is King. He is King of kings. Every knee will bow before Him and every 

tongue will declare His lordship. But we must see Him as He is.  

D.A. Carson writes: “Jesus himself knew that the way his kingdom would triumph 

would not be by beating the enemy in siege warfare, but by dying and rising from 

the dead; ‘he would go to Jerusalem not to wield the spear and bring the 

judgment, but to receive the spear thrust and bear the judgment’.4 

4. Is this the King you are following?  

Israel wanted a king and was willing to take Him by force.  

Here is the great similitude and paradox.  

When a person comes to Christ they WILL have Him as King and they seize Him to 

reign over them.  

Matthew 11:12 NAU - "From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom 
of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force."  

Thomas Watson – “The right way to take heaven is by storm; or thus, none get 

into heaven but violent ones. Though heaven be given to us freely, yet we must 

contend for it. . . The Christian is resolved, come what will, he will have heaven.” 

5. Have you resolved to have Jesus as King—to submit to Him and follow Him as ruler of 

your life? 

                                                 
4 D. A. Carson, The Gospel according to John, The Pillar New Testament Commentary, 

(Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; W.B. Eerdmans, 1991), 273. 


