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Romans 8:28 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 45 

Introduction: 

     Once again, we find ourselves deep in the spiritual mountain range of Romans chapter 
eight. We find many peaks within this chapter, in fact Romans 8:28, maybe one of these 
highest and most majestic peak of all. This passage in its complete context with verses 28-
30 says what we really need to hear as believers. The message it relays to the believer, is 
that no matter what happens in our lives it works together ultimately for our eternal good. 
The final end product of our conformity to the image of the Son, and glorification.    

     Dealing with the certainty of the believer in our eternal security, it is stating that nothing 
can ever change our relationship with the living God, no matter what happens; God causes 
it all to work together for our good.  Paul has been masterfully revealing the great truth 
that justification is secured forever. It is secured forever by the decree of God.  It is secured 
forever by the sacrifice of Christ and His imputed righteousness.  And it is secured forever 
by the unique intercessory ministry of the Holy Spirit.   

     We have then God securing our eternal redemption, Christ securing our eternal 
redemption and the Holy Spirit securing our eternal redemption. Folks that leaves us with 
the greatest hope of all, in that we have all three members of the God-head securing and 
assuring our eternal salvation. If that is not eternal security, than there is no such thing.  

Romans 8:28 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.1 

 

__________________________________________                                                
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28. 
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     Let us not over look the complete context of this passage, with the next two verses. 

Romans 8:28-30 

 28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.  

29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He 
also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified. 2 

     We will not get deep into the weeds in this message with the electing decrees of God, or 
His predestinating love, this will all be dealt with later in other messages. We will stay in 
verse 28, to elaborate more upon the certainty of the believer in Christ.  

    These three verses show us four elements of the security of the believer.3 

1. The Extent of our security - it covers all things; 'And we know that to them that 
love God all things work together for good,' 4 

2. The Recipients of security - those who love God; 'that all things work together 
for good to those who love God,'5 

3. The Source of our security - God is the Source, to they that are the called; 'to 
them who are the called according to His purpose.'6 

4. The Certainty of our security - Once again God, His purpose; in that whoever He 
foreknew, whoever He predestined, whoever He called, whoever He justified, 
them He also glorified. Because, ‘For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might 
be the firstborn among many brothers.’7 

 

__________________________________________                                                
2 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28-30. 
 

3 John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 1-8, (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers), 
1991. 
 
4 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Romans 8:28a. 
 
5 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 8:28a. 
 
6 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28b. 
 
7 Ibid., Romans 8:29. 
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     The last message we discussed the extent of our security. In that ‘All things work 
together for good.’ That is an absolutely a comprehensive statement.  There are no 
exceptions and there are no limitations.  Good things work together for our good.  Bad 
things work together for our good.  Neutral things work together for our good.  All of our 
sufferings work together for our good; struggling with temptation works together for our 
good.  Even sin, God causes it all to work together for our good by overruling it for our 
present benefit and our ultimate final glory. 

     God works everything together for our good, even the bad things work for our good, 
even here and now in this life by teaching us to hate sin, by teaching us to see our 
fallenness and humble ourselves, by teaching us to desire God, to conform to Christ, to long 
for the blessings that come to obedience, by teaching us to pray and to be humbled and to 
help others and to be thankful and to love God's grace and to long for heaven.  Even here 
and now in this life, things that in themselves are bad produce good. 

     However, the Apostle Paul is not primarily speaking of the matters and events in this 
temporal life. The ultimate good in which he is referring to the our future eternal glory with 
Christ, and that is clear from verse 29. 

Romans 8:29 

29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.8 

     Those who are foreknown, (the fore-loved), the called according to His purpose. These 
are predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son.  In other words, the good 
that ultimately comes to us is we will be made like Christ. ‘Beloved, now we are children of 
God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we 
will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone who has 
this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure’ (NASB – 1 John 3:2-3).9 Verse 30 
lends the final weight to this argument of eternal security and reverts directly back to the 
Sovereign decrees, will, and work of Almighty God.  

 
__________________________________________                                                
8 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:29. 
 
9 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
1 John 3:2-3. 
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Romans 8:30 

30 Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He 
also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified. 10 

     All spoken of in the past tense, in the sense that in the mind of God, He has decreed it, 
willed and purposed it, therefore it is settled and will shall come to pass. So the good that 
Paul is speaking of in verse 28 is the ultimate good of eternal glory, and that is being made 
in the very image of Jesus Christ.   

     The point being is that there is nothing that can happen to you in this life, be it good, bad 
or indifferent. Absolutely nothing, not a single event, not an accumulation of events, 
nothing can happen to you in this life that can change your future glory.  All things God 
causes to work together to produce the ultimate good of your eternal glory.  That is because 
of the work of Christ in justification. That is because of the decree of God in redemption. 
That is because of the ongoing, intercessory work of the Holy Spirit described in verse 27.   

     Remember the Spirit is interceding for the Saints, as seen in verses 26 and 27. ‘Likewise 
the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we 
ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered. 27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because 
He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God’ (NKJV – Romans 8:26-
27).11 

     He always intercedes for the saints according to the will of God and the will of God is our 
eternal glory and the Spirit intercedes for us to that end.  This is how that God is causing all 
things to work together for good. That is the extent of our security, but who are the 
recipients? Who is it that really possesses this certainty of eternal security? ‘And we know 
that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to His purpose.’12  

 
__________________________________________                                                
10 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:30. 
 
11 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 8:26-27. 
 
12 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28. 
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     There are two very pertinent statements here with tremendous implications.  One of 
them views our relationship with God from our side, and the other views our relationship 
with God from His side.  On the one hand, we love God.  On the other hand, He called us.  
This promise of eternal security belongs to those who love God and who are the called of 
God. You could say that those two wonderful truths sum up our identity.  We are the called 
of God, who love God. These are the recipients of eternal security.  

     These are they that can apply Romans 8:28, knowing these complex truths that all things 
are working together for their greater, ultimate and final good; as the Apostle John writes 
in I John 4:8-19: 

“8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 9 In this was 
manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 
10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved 
us, we ought also to love one another. 12 No man hath seen God at any 
time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is 
perfected in us. 13 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, 
because he hath given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and do 
testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 
15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth 
in him, and he in God. 16 And we have known and believed the love 
that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth 
in God, and God in him. 17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we 
may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we 
in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out 
fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in 
love. 19 We love him, because he first loved us.”13 

     The recipients of such certainty in Christ are the called of God, those who love God. And 
we love Him, because He first loved us. This is the description of the true identity of the 
believer, they deeply, truly, passionately and honestly, love God.  

 
__________________________________________                                                
13 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), I John 4:8-19. 
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     God’s people are described and referred to in many ways in the Scripture; His Elect, His 
Sheep, His Church, His Children, His flock. They are described as His sons, His beloved, and 
as believers. They're described as true worshipers.  They are described as saints. They are 
called Christians.  But no designation of believers is more indicative of their character than 
this one.  Here believers are defined as those who love God.  They are the people who love 
God.  That's summing it up as simply as it can be summed up.  And for those who love God, 
God is causing all things to work together. Those that love God, this is not just a New 
Testament way to describe God’s people, but this in fact is an old description of God’s 
people. Look at Exodus chapter twenty. 

Exodus 20:1-6 

1 And God spake all these words, saying, 

2 I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. 

3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 

5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate me; 

6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.14 

     At the very start of the giving of the Law, God divides the entire human race into two 
groups. Those who hate God, and those who love God. This is a mark of a true believer, they 
love God. These are the ones that can lay hold of Romans 8:28 knowing that God is indeed 
working all things together for good, their greater eternal good in glory.  They are they, that 
love God. Jesus Himself even said, ‘If ye love me, keep my commandments’ (KJV – John 
14:15).15 We love Him because He first loved us, we love Him because we are the called of 
God according to His purpose. 

 
__________________________________________                                                
14 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Exodus 20:1-6. 
 
15 Ibid., John 14:15. 
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Deuteronomy 7:9-10 

9 Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant 
and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations; 

10 And repayeth them that hate him to their face, to destroy them: he will not be slack to him 
that hateth him, he will repay him to his face.16 

     Once again, the Scriptures display God dividing the human race into two categories, 
those that love God, and those that hate Him. Your claim to the certainty of your security 
lies in your faith, understanding and love of God.  Let us now look at a few Scriptures that 
clearly show the description of the identity of the true believer. 

• Psalm 69:35-36 – For God will save Zion and build up the cities of Judah, and people 
shall dwell there and possess it; 36     the offspring of his servants shall inherit it, 
and those who love his name shall dwell in it.17 

• Psalm 97:10 – O ye that love Jehovah, hate evil: He preserveth the souls of his saints; 
He delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked.18 

• Psalm 116:1-9 - I love the LORD, because he hath heard my voice and my 
supplications. 2 Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore will I call upon 
him as long as I live. 3 The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell gat 
hold upon me: I found trouble and sorrow. 4 Then called I upon the name of 
the LORD; O LORD, I beseech thee, deliver my soul. 5 Gracious is the LORD, and 
righteous; yea, our God is merciful. 6 The LORD preserveth the simple: I was brought 
low, and he helped me. 7 Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the LORD hath dealt 
bountifully with thee. 8 For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from 
tears, and my feet from falling. 9 I will walk before the LORD in the land of the 
living.19 

 
__________________________________________                                                
16 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Deuteronomy 
7:9-10. 
 
17 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Psalm 69:35-36. 
 
18 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Psalm 97:10. 
 
19 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Psalm 116:1-9. 
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     At roughly B.C. 1,500 at the giving of the Law in the Book of Exodus, God’s Word 
identifies His people as those that love God. 500 years later when the Psalmist would write 
under the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit, God’s Word identifies His people as those that 
love God. And 550 years after the reign of King David, at roughly B.C. 446, Nehemiah gives a 
description of God’s people as he writes, ‘And I said, “O LORD God of heaven, the great and 
awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep 
his commandments,’ (ESV – Nehemiah 1:5).20 

     Now apply what you’ve learned thus far to Romans 8:28 ‘And we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His 
purpose.’21 The all things working together for good, are for God’s people, those that love 
God. The reason that they do love God, is that they are the called according to His purpose. 
But may we never put limitation upon the love of God, the calling of God, the electing 
purpose of God; for this promise is given to all that love God. 

Isaiah 56:6-7 

6 Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the LORD, to serve him, and to love the 
name of the LORD, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and 
taketh hold of my covenant; 

7 Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: 
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house 
shall be called an house of prayer for all people.22 

     God knows all about His electing purpose, I do not and you do not. God knows all about 
His predestinating love, I do not and you do not. But I can tell you this today on the 
authority of God’s Word, that His grace, His mercy, His blessings are for anyone that shall 
love Him, for His house shall be called a house of prayer for all people. Therefore the 
promises of Romans 8:28-30 are for those that love God, to them who are the called 
according to His purpose. 

 
__________________________________________                                                
20 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Nehemiah 1:5. 
 
21 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28. 
 
22 Ibid., Isaiah 56:6-7. 
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- We love Him, because He first loved us.  

- We chose Him, because He first chose us.  

- We desire fellowship with Him, because He first desired fellowship with us.  

     This is the marks of those that can truly lay hold of the promises of Romans 8:28-30. 
Knowing that God is working together all things for good, for our greater end, to those that 
love God, who are the called according to His propose. Let us close with a passage from 
Peter’s first epistle: 

     The Apostle Peter writes in 1 Peter 1:1-9: 

     “1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 Elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and 
peace, be multiplied. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a 
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 To an 
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved 
in heaven for you, 5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, 
though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold 
temptations: 7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of 
gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise 
and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 8 Whom having not 
seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 9 Receiving the end of your faith, even 
the salvation of your souls.”23 

     In closing, let me point out just a few truths of this passage in relation to Romans 8:28-30. 

- Verse 2: We have the Sovereign purpose of election - Elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience 
and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.24 

__________________________________________                                                
23 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), I Peter 1:1-9. 
 
24 Ibid., I Peter 1:2. 
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- Verse 2: We also have God’s love, in that He first loved us – ‘Elect according to the 
foreknowledge25 of God the Father.’26 or to paraphrase (chosen in Him through His 
love). 

- Verse 2-3: We have the redemptive work of Christ – ‘through sanctification of the 
Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and 
peace, be multiplied. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.’27 

- Verse 4: We have the final end product of our glorification, which is God’s Sovereign 
purpose – ‘To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for you.’28 

- Verse 5: We have our eternal security, all by the Sovereign purpose of God – ‘Who 
are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time.’29 

 

 

 

__________________________________________                                   
25 NOTE: ‘Love - Foreknowledge - For whom he has foreknown, etc. He then shows, by the very order of election, 
that the afflictions of the faithful are nothing else than the manner by which they are conformed to the image of 
Christ; and that this was necessary, he had before declared. There is therefore no reason for us to be grieved, or to 
think it hard and grievous, that we are afflicted, unless we disapprove of the Lord’s election, by which we have been 
foreordained to life, and unless we are unwilling to bear the image of the Son of God, by which we are to be 
prepared for celestial glory. But the foreknowledge of God, which Paul mentions, is not a bare prescience, as some 
unwise persons absurdly imagine, but the adoption by which he had always distinguished his children from the 
reprobate. In the same sense Peter says, that the faithful had been elected to the sanctification of the Spirit 
according to the foreknowledge of God. Hence those, to whom I have alluded, foolishly draw this inference, — That 
God has elected none but those whom he foresaw would be worthy of his grace. Peter does not in deed flatter the 
faithful, as though every one had been elected on account of his merit; but by reminding them of the eternal 
counsel of God, he wholly deprives them of all worthiness. So Paul does in this passage, who repeats by another 
word what he had said before of God’s purpose. It hence follows, that this knowledge is connected with God’s good 
pleasure; for he foreknew nothing out of himself, in adopting those whom he was pleased to adopt; but only 
marked out those whom he had purposed to elect.’ John Calvin, "Commentary on Romans 8". Calvin's Commentary 
on the Bible. (1840-57). Date Accessed: January 20, 2018. https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/cal/romans-
8.html. 
 
26 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), I Peter 1:2a. 
 
27 Ibid., I Peter 1:2b-3. 
 
28 Ibid., I Peter 1:4. 
 
29 Ibid., I Peter 1:5. 

 

https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/cal/romans-8.html
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/cal/romans-8.html
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- Verse 6-7: We have all things working together for good – ‘Wherein ye greatly 
rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold 
temptations: 7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.’30 

- Verse 8: We have the recipients of all of this; those that love God – ‘Whom having not 
seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory.’31 

- Verse 9: Finally, we have God’s purpose, our glorification, the final end product, all 
for His Glory – ‘Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.’ 32 

     The recipients of this blessed hope of security by the grace of our Eternal God; are to 
those that love Him. ‘And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.’33 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
__________________________________________                                  
30 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), I Peter 1:6-7. 
 
31 Ibid., I Peter 1:8. 
 
32 Ibid., I Peter 1:9. 
 
33 Ibid., Romans 8:28. 
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