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Romans 8:28 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 46 

Introduction: 

     Oh the depth of God’s Word when you begin to get into it. Open your Bible’s to the book 
of Romans. We will look once again at Romans chapter number eight in dealing the 
recipients of eternal security. It is to those that love God, as we have seen already from the 
previous message.  ‘And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.’1  

     Those who are foreknown, (the fore-loved), the called according to His purpose. These 
are predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son.  In other words, the good 
that ultimately comes to us is we will be made like Christ. These are they that truly love 
God and are they recipients of such security because they are the called, according to His 
purpose.  

     God’s people are described and referred to in many ways in the Scripture; they are 
described as ‘the called.’ His Elect, His Sheep, His Church, His Children, His flock. They are 
described as sons, beloved, and as believers. They are described as true worshipers.  They 
are described as saints. They are called Christians.  However, it is here in Romans 8:28 we 
see the designation of believers as those who love God. They are the people who truly love 
God.  That is summing it up as simply as it can be summed up.  And for those who love God, 
God is causing all things to work together, through power, providence and God’s divine 
purpose. All things are working together to produce the final end product of glorification 
for the believer in Christ Jesus. This is how Paul could open up this wonderful chapter by 
stating, ‘There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.’2 
__________________________________________                                                
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28. 
 
2 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 8:1. 
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     Let us read the complete context of this passage, with the next two verses. 

Romans 8:28-30 

 28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.  

29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He 
also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified. 3 

     This is a mark of a true believer, they love God. These are the ones that can lay hold of 
Romans 8:28 knowing that God is indeed working all things together for good, their greater 
eternal good in glory.  They are they, that love God. Jesus Himself even said, ‘If you love me, 
you will keep my commandments’ (ESV – John 14:15).4 We love Him because He first loved 
us, we love Him because we are the called of God according to His purpose. I want you to 
notice within the proper context of many, many Scripture passages within the Bible, 
several times where it mentions ‘those that love God’ it is almost always accompanied by 
‘and keep His commandments.’ Because my friend one cannot truly love God and not be 
obedient to God. 

Deuteronomy 7:9-10 

9 Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant 
and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations; 

10 And repayeth them that hate him to their face, to destroy them: he will not be slack to him 
that hateth him, he will repay him to his face.5 

Once again, the Scriptures display God dividing the human race into two categories, those 
that love God, and those that hate Him. Your claim to the certainty of your security lies in 
your faith, understanding and love of God.  
__________________________________________                                                
3 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28-30. 
 
4 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
John 14:15. 
 
5 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Deuteronomy 
7:9-10. 
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- But may the Holy Spirit reveal unto us the truth of our love for God. We love Him 
because that He first loved us. We chose Him, because that He first chose us.  

Look back up at Deuteronomy 7:7-8  

Deuteronomy 7:7-8 

7 The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number 
than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: 

8 But because the LORD loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he had sworn 
unto your fathers, hath the LORD brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out 
of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.6 

     This was God’s Sovereign purpose, His purpose of Election. God did not make His 
Sovereign choice based off of any merit, works, or worth by the objects of choice. He 
chooses based off of His tender love and mercies and His abundance of grace.  His 
Sovereign electing love. ‘For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good 
or bad, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him 
that calleth,’ (ASV - Romans 9:11).7 Now look over at Romans chapter eleven. 

Romans 11:5-10 
5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 
 

6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of 
works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. 
 

7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath 
obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 
 

8 (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should 
not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day. 
 

9 And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a 
recompence unto them: 
 

10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway.8 
__________________________________________                                                
6 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Deuteronomy 
7:7-8. 
 
7 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Romans 9:11. 
 
8 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:5-10. 
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     Praise God for His electing love. Moreover, now I love Him, because He first loved me. 
‘And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.’9  But what does it truly mean to Love God? 

     Because it is only the recipients of this blessed hope of security by the grace of our 
Eternal God; are to those that love Him. ‘And we know that all things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.’10 We do not love 
Him as we should, we do not love Him as we ought, but God is working all things together 
in our life for the greater good at the end. How can one mark out this love, in ourselves as 
well as in others.   

     If you want to examine from the Scriptures your life, to determine if you really, truly love 
God, what exactly are you looking for? Is it a feeling; is it an emotion, what are the 
evidences for the love of God? 

 

1. A lover of God – desires the glory of God.  

When one becomes all consumed with the great desire for God to be glorified in all things, 
they can know that they truly love God. The great love of God will meditate on God’s glory. 
It is to be caught up with bringing honor and glory to the one true Sovereign God.  

Psalm 18:1-3 

1 I will love thee, O LORD, my strength. 

2 The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will 
trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower. 

3 I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine 
enemies.11 

     A true love for God, is a love that is consumed with worship. With a strong spiritual 
desire to bring God honor and glory. To say you love God and be indifferent to worship is to 
betray your claim.  It is to mark yourself as a liar and in opposition of God. Because God’s 
people have a desire to worship, because they love the Lord. 
 

__________________________________________                                                
9 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28. 
 
10 Ibid. 
 
11 Ibid., Psalm 18:1-3. 



5 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 
 

     It is a love that meditates on God's glory.  It is that love, I think, that was in the heart of 
the psalmist repeatedly when he expressed his love for God by reciting all of the attributes 
of God which were so wondrous to him.   He found his single greatest joy in worship, praise, 
adoration.  It is a love that meditates on God's glory.  It is a love that is all consumed with 
God being honored. ‘And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.’12 

 

2. A lover of God – trust in the power of God.  

     God’s power is not limited; He can do all that He pleases to do because He is all powerful. 
One that truly loves God meditates and trusts upon God’s limitless power. Their faith rest 
ultimately rest in that glorious hope, knowing that greater is he that is in me, then he that is 
in the world.  

Psalm 31:23-24 

23 O love the LORD, all ye his saints: for the LORD preserveth the faithful, and plentifully 
rewardeth the proud doer. 

24 Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD.13 

     The certainty of my security, rests not in myself, but I trust in the power and the 
promises of God. That brings me to love Him all the more and that giving Him all the honor 
and glory.  

     May we crucify this flesh, our pride, our arrogance, our strong willed nature. May we slay 
the trust we have in ourselves and trust in the power of God to love Him all the more. And 
in that love you may know ‘that all things work together for good to those that love God, to 
those who are the called according to His purpose.’14 

 

 
__________________________________________                                                
12 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 8:28. 
 
13 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Psalm 31:23-24. 
 
14 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 8:28. 
 



6 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 
 
 

3. A lover of God – seeks communion with God. 

     You can tell if you love God basically by whether or not you have any interest in His 
fellowship and the fellowship with His people. I mean, if you said you loved somebody, you 
could certainly prove it easily enough if you sought his or her companionship. However, if 
you had no desire to be with that person, or to even be around that person that is not love.  

     We see this every day, with people and their relationship with God, and then they rare 
back and say that they love God. The claim of love is a false claim. Because when a person 
has true love for another, they seek communion and fellowship with that person. 

Psalm 63:1-8 

1 O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for 
thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; 

2 To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary. 

3 Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee. 

4 Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name. 

5 My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with 
joyful lips: 

6 When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches. 

7 Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice. 

8 My soul followeth hard after thee: thy right hand upholdeth me.15 

     This is a love which desires fellowship and communion with God. In addition, by this you 
can claim Romans 8:28. ‘And we know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.’16 They love God, long for 
God and desire to be with God. It is not a superficial, artificial, fragmented kind of love. It is 
not an on and off kind of love. However, a deep-rooted passion that hungers and thirst in 
their soul to desire God. Learn of Him, to know Him, to fellowship and commune with Him. 

 
__________________________________________                                                
15 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Psalm 63:1-8. 
 
16 Ibid., Romans 8:28. 
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4. A lover of God – longs for obedience to God. 

     A true lover of God, because they are called according to His purpose; and that purpose 
is the conformity to the image of His Son. Their will and desires have been changed, they 
have become willing in the day of His power and they have a longing for obedience to God.  

     Because God is working all things for good in them, according to His purpose. His Spirit, 
His Word, His Grace, all in His providence is accomplishing the Sovereign Will of God, and 
one that loves God, longs for obedience unto their redeemer.  

Romans 1:5-6 – By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith 
among all nations, for his name: 6 Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ: 7 To all 
that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints:’17 

Romans 6:17-18 - But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed 
from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 18 Being then made free from 
sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.18 

2 Corinthians 10:5-6 – Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that is exalted 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ; 6 and being in readiness to avenge all disobedience, when your obedience shall be 
made full.19 

1 Peter 1:14-16 – As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former 
lusts in your ignorance: 15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner 
of conversation; 16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.20 

     This love of God is marked by one’s desire for obedience to God, to His Law, to His Word, 
His will and His ways. ‘If ye love me, keep my commandments’ (KJV – John 14:15).21 And if 
you love God – you can know ‘that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to His purpose.’22 
__________________________________________                                                
17 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 1:5-6. 
 
18 Ibid., Romans 6:17-18. 
 
19 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), 2 Corinthians 10:5-
6. 
 
20 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Peter 1:14-16. 
 
21 Ibid., John 14:15. 
 
22 Ibid., Romans 8:28. 
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5. A lover of God – A Love that brings a certainty from God. 

     A true love of God, secures a peace for the soul that can only come from God. A peace that 
will keep you in love with God. Not something that comes a goes with the changing of styles 
of fads or whatever may seem popular at the time. ‘And the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus’ (KJV – Philippians 
4:7).23 

     For this last point let me break this down in more human terms to help you better 
understand it. I do not want to seem mystical, sentimental or deeply emotional here but 
you know as well as I do in a deep love relationship with someone, there is a certain peace 
in that love. When you know that love is real and you know that love is genuine, and you 
know that love is faithful, a tremendous tranquility comes over your soul.  

     Some of you, I suppose, from the human standpoint can look back and remember when 
you thought you loved someone, or perhaps you did love someone and you couldn't 
convince that someone to love you and you knew the agitation and the anxiety and the 
tremendous overwhelming depression and stress of this unrequited love.  On the other 
hand, when you gave your love to someone and that someone gave it back in a lifetime of 
commitment and has continued to demonstrate the faithfulness of that love to you, there is 
an overwhelming peace and a sense of tranquility and rest that comes with that love. 

     Look at what the Psalmist writes about that very sentiment: ‘Great peace have those who 
love Your law, And nothing causes them to stumble’ (NKJV – Psalm 119:165).24 God’s love 
to us gives us a peace, in turn it deepens our love for Him. And we can know that we are 
recipients of His eternal security and that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.25 

 

 

 

 
__________________________________________                                                
23 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Philippians 4:7. 
 
24 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Psalm 119:165. 
 
25 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Philippians 4:7. 
 



9 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 
 

     So to recap, we know that the recipients of eternal security and those that Romans 8:28 
apply to are those that love God. And a lover of God is one that –  

1. Desires for the glory of God.  
2. Trust in the power of God. 
3. Seeks communion with God. 
4. Longs for obedience to God. 
5. Secures the peace of God. 

 
     Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones always use to say, "The only reason you love God is because God 
interfered with your life."26  First came the conviction of sin, then a subsequent humbling 
and brokenness, followed by a hunger for salvation, followed by the preaching of the 
gospel, followed by the gift of faith mixed with the hearing of the gospel and by the Word 
and by the Spirit you were called to justification.  We love God because He first loved us.  
We love Him because He called us, He called us when we hated Him, and He called us when 
we were enemies, He called us out of darkness into the light of His love and now we love 
God. 

     As the NASB translates Ephesians 6:24 ‘Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ with incorruptible love.’27 Because it is a love from God, a good and perfect gift. It is 
not a on and off love, it’s not a ‘well if I feel like it love.’ No my friend those that truly love 
God love Him with an undying love, an incorruptible love, a love in Christ with all sincerity. 
These are the recipients of Romans 8:28, these are the ones that can say with all certainty 
‘And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.’28 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________                                                
26 Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Martyn Lloyd-Jones Quotes, “Christian Quotes.” (2017). Date Accessed: January 31, 
2018. https://www.christianquotes.info/quotes-by-author/martyn-lloyd-jones-quotes. 
 
27 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Ephesians 6:24. 
 
28 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28. 
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