
The Church in the Wilderness (Num 1:1-4, 44-46) 
Introduction 
Why are we reading this book? 
 
 
1. What is the book about? 
The book of Numbers stands between the exodus out of Egypt on one hand and the entry into the promised land on the other.  God’s 
people were then in transit between past and present, slavery and freedom.  They were in the wanderings of wilderness and facing a 
great many trials to their faith.  But these trials in the desert were not just to test them.  They were to teach them that man does not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God. 
 
“This was the very reason why you were brought to Narnia, that by knowing me here for a little, you may know me better there” (C. S. 
Lewis, Voyage of the Dawn Treader). 
 
 
2. Why did Moses write this book? 
See Deut 8, “…So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers 
know, that He might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of the LORD. Beware [lest] when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, from the house of bondage…” 
 
 
3. Why should we read this book? 
Apart from the fact that it’s the word of God (2Tim 3:16-17)!  See 1Cor 10, “Now these things became our examples, to the intent that 
we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. …  Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written 
for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come” (1Cor 10:5,11). 
 
“The Israelites doubtless felt, as they stood on the other side of the Red Sea, that all danger was over and that their entrance into the 
land of promise was secured.  They had however a journey beset with dangers before them, and perished because they thought there 
was no need of exertion. … [T]hey had only entered on the way, and would certainly perish unless they exercised constant self-denial” 
(C. Hodge, Commentary on 1 Cor 10). 
 
 
Conclusion 
The Lord says at the end, “I have led you forty years in the wilderness.  Your clothes have not worn out on you, and your sandals have 
not worn out on your feet.  You have not eaten bread, nor have you drunk wine or similar drink, that you may know that I am the 
LORD your God” (Deu 29:5-6). 
 
 
 


