
Gospel Truth: How Can You Be Sure? Part 3 

Cross Magnifying 

Galatians 2:1-15-21 

 

 

Turn in your bibles to Galations 2:15.  Today I am giving you the third part in a trilogy of messages I’m calling 

Gospel Truth: How Can You Be Sure? 
 

In our study of the book of Galatians, we are learning that genuine Christians can become confused about the 

truth of the gospel.  The gospel can be distorted and misrepresented by both those with good, as well as evil, 

intent.  We have learned that the purity of the Gospel message is worth fighting for.  We have glimpsed a vision 

of the power of the gospel to change a man such as Saul the persecutor into Paul the apostle to the Gentiles.  We 

have learned that once a man is utterly saved by the gospel, he is willing to put his life on the line for 

advancement of the gospel. 

 

But as of yet, we have really not yet gotten clear about the heart of the gospel message itself.  But today we will.  

Let’s quickly review the first two arguments for how to be sure about the gospel. 

 

Part 1) Divinely Initiated Transformation – God stopped Paul dead in his tracks with the gospel, and 

transformed his life. 

Part 2) Apostolic Conformity – Paul presented clear and convincing argument that his version of the gospel 

was in sync with the original apostles’.  And today: 

Part 3) Cross Magnifying – Today’s question is this: “Does your understanding of the gospel magnify the cross 

or nullify the cross?  Paul argues that the distortion of the gospel that the Galatians were being troubled 

by actually nullified the death of Christ.  Can you imagine a version of the gospel that nullifies the role 

of the cross? 

 

I want to preface the reading of the text in two ways.  1) I want to answer the question “Why is this an 

important message for you?”  2) Define some terms that are necessary to understanding this text. 

 

1)  Think about the tragedy it would be if you lived out your life sharing a message that made too much of the 

wrong thing and made too little of the right thing.   

 

Yet this is what Christians in every city of our country are doing who are teaching their children and friends that 

by practicing their religion they are made and kept right with God.   Be it baptism, church attendance, good 

deeds, etc.  They make too much of what man does and too little of what the death of Christ does.   

 

Now I know you don’t want to mislead yourself, your children, your friends like that so listen carefully today 

and you will learn how the truth of the gospel magnifies faith in Christ’s death and nullifies religious works so 

far as salvation is concerned. 

 

2) Key Terms:  

Justify or Justified: the act of being made right with God. 

Righteousness: the state of being rightly related to God. 

Works of the Law: Requirements of the Mosaic covenant (i.e. circumcision of males, sacrifices, observance 

of special holy days, etc.) 

 

Gal 2:15-21 "We are Jews by nature, and not sinners from among the Gentiles; nevertheless knowing that a 

man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we (Jews by nature) have 

believed in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; since by 

the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified. 

 



 "But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ then a 

minister of sin? May it never be!  

 

 "For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed, I prove myself to be a transgressor. "For through the Law I died 

to the Law, that I might live to God. "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ 

lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and 

delivered Himself up for me. "I do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the Law, 

then Christ died needlessly." NAS 

 

So, what is the core message of the Apostle Paul’s version of the gospel?  Answer: Justification by faith.  What 

makes justification by faith such good news is that what is impossible for us to do for ourselves, Christ did for 

us. 

 

Teaching Points of Justification by Faith 

 

Teaching Point #1: Both Jews and Gentiles are justified by faith –  but it’s not by works of the Law as the 

Judaizers argue; it’s by faith in Christ with no help from works. V. 15-16 

 

Teaching Point #2: Works of the Law are incapable of justifying anybody before God.  V16 

 

Teaching Point #3: Justification by faith does not make Christ a minister of sin v. 17 

 

The Judaizers (party of the circumcision) argued that to teach the doctrine of justification by faith in Christ 

made Christ into a minister of sin because it freed them to break the law in some ways.  For example, to the Jew 

not to be circumcised was a sin, not to observe this or that festival or holiday was a sin.  So they argued that 

justification by faith apart from works of the law (Paul’s gospel) made works of the Law unnecessary.  So to 

them justification by faith seemed to be a license to sin.  But the problem, as we will see in Chapter 3, is how 

you understand the purpose of the Laws’ requirements.  They never were for justification, but rather to lead us 

away from trusting in our righteous deeds and to trusting in Christ’s deed – the cross. 

 

Now today we have this same Judaizer argument.  People believe that salvation by grace through faith is a 

license to sin.  If you don’t have to live a holy life to get saved or stay saved, then it doesn’t matter what you do.  

But the bible doesn’t teach this at all.  

 

The bible teaches that grace motivates righteous living, not licentious living. (Titus 2:11-13, Eph 2:8-9, James 

2:14ff, Rom 6:1) And God’s fatherly discipline and our eternal rewards demotivates licentiousness.  (Heb 12, 

Mat 25, 1 Cor 3) 

 

God never intended on making eternal life hard.  Going to heaven is the easiest thing in all the world -- Faith in 

Jesus Christ.  The great challenge comes in living for Christ in a decadent world.  That’s what’s hard.  Living as 

though heaven is our home, when it seems like a long way off.  Walking by the Spirit rather than flesh with our 

sinful nature is at war with the Holy Spirit within.  That’s where the battle is. 

 

The battle is not in getting saved or in staying saved, and praise God Almighty it’s not, or we would be 

switching from heaven bound to hell bound every multiple times a day. 

 

Teaching Point #4: Justification by works (legalism) transgresses the law v. 18-19 

 

Paul had come to realize that the intent of the Law was to reveal his helplessness and his spiritual deadness and 

therefore inability to justify himself by perfectly fulfilling the Law.  So through attempting to keep the Law he 

says he died to the Law so that he might live to God.   

 



The Law’s intent according Gal 3:23-24 is to lead us to faith in Christ because by it we are proven utterly 

incapable of keeping the Law. 

 

What do you do when you realize you’re helpless?  You look to God.  So when he says “If I rebuild what I once 

destroyed, I prove myself a transgressor,” I think what he means is this: If I go back to trying to use the Law as 

a ladder to climb my way into justification, I transgress the whole purpose of the Law’s intent, which is to get 

me to rely not on myself but on Christ. 

 

Teaching Point #5: To promote justification by works (legalism) nullifies Christ’s death on the cross v.21 

 

This here is a very strong statement.  “if righteousness comes by the Law then Christ died needlessly” and grace 

is nullified. 

 

Look, grace ceases to be grace when anything whatsoever is added to the cross.  The moment justification 

becomes in the least bit dependant on something you or I do, it is no longer a grace gift. 

 

Last fall I was cutting wood out a church member’s property.  He had pulled out some trees and said cut away.  

And so my father-in-law and I cut and took home a load of wood.  My wife, as a way of saying thanks, sent a 

card with a gift-certificate to Pizza Hut in it.  To him it felt like he had just been paid when he had intended it to 

be gift.  And he told me “don’t do that again.” 

 

What happened?   Even though the gift certificate was not equal to the value of the wood, it made his gift of 

wood to me no longer a grace gift.  We had nullified the grace. 

 

That is what Paul is saying here.  The cross, the death of Christ, is God’s most gracious gift of all.  And when 

we add anything, ANY-THING!  We distort the gospel of Jesus Christ from a grace gift from God to a reward 

for human deeds. 

 

The biggest slap in the face of Christ was not when those Roman soldiers or people in the crowd slapped Jesus 

while he was being crucified.  It is when the church adds anything to the cross of Christ. 

 

It is out of all that doctrine that Paul makes this most remarkable statement of the whole book of Galations: 

 

Galations 2:20 “I am crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live but Christ lives in me.  And the live I 

now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the son of God, who loved me, and delivered himself up for me.”   

 

Conclusion: So does your understanding of the gospel magnify you and your works, or does it magnify Christ 

and His work?  To promote works as a means of justification to any measure whatsoever is tantamount to 

nullifying the very substitutionary death of the Son of God. 

 

If you think or believe that your status with God rests on what you’ve done or must do, you are thinking too 

highly of yourself and too low of the power of the cross. 

 

All your chips must rest in the power of Christ self-sacrificing, sin atoning, substitutionary death of Christ.  This 

is saving faith.  The person who does not rest from his/her labors in this way is all the time working to make 

sure, serving to attain worth in God’s sight, trying to earn God’s favor.  Friend, that is a trap of the devil.   

 

Satan wants you to lose your peace, lose your freedom in Christ, and defame the cross.  The cross is the symbol 

of his defeat and he knows it.  So he scorns it. But Paul made a life of magnifying the cross of Christ. 

 

His mantra was “I preach Christ and him crucified, stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to the 

Gentiles.”  1 Cor 1:23   



 

But let them criticize, let them laugh, let them persecute.  All my confidence rests in the power of the cross. 



Lesson 5 
Gospel Truth: How can you be sure? Pt. 3 

Cross Magnifying 
Galatians 2:15-21 

 
Individual Preparation 

 
In Galatians 2:15-21 we receive our third and most important verification of the truth of the gospel.  How does one tell if 
they are hearing a pure gospel message vs. a distorted or perverted one?   
 
Answer:  Does it pass the “faith without works” test?  In this passage, Paul begins to speak of the gospel with the doctrine 
of “justification by faith.”  And without an understanding of the word “justification,” the whole meaning of this passage will 
escape you. 
 
The word justification means “made righteous” or “made right with God.”  Often this concept is used like this, “He justified 
his course of action with a strong defense.”  In other words, he argued for the rightness of what was done.   
 
In the bible, it’s not actions or words that are justified by faith by people.  People who are sinners are made right with their 
creator by faith.  Faith in what?  Faith in death of Jesus Christ.  Ultimately, it is Christ’s work that makes a person right 
with God.  It takes away sin and leaves us in a right relationship to God. 
 
The Judaizers who were pushing a distortion of the gospel were arguing for “justification by works of the Law” in addition 
to faith in Christ.  This is an argument for self-justification, at least in part, because the works of the Law are performed by 
the individual; whereas the death of Christ is performed by God.   
 
Read the passage through slowly once. 
 
Read the passage again and this time underline every time you see the word justify, made right, or righteousness. 
 
Read again and double underline every reference to faith or belief. 
 
Read through again and mark law or “works of the Law” in some other way. 
 
Q1: What does Paul argue a works-based righteousness (justification) does to grace? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q2: What does Paul argue a works-based righteousness make of the death of Christ? 



Small Group Interaction 
 
Icebreaker: Leader ask – “Could anyone share about coming from a religious background where works were emphasized 
as necessary to be saved or come into right relationship with God?”  How did this affect your view of God, the church, or 
the bible? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Exercise:  Read Galatians 2:20 and pray for the joyful outlook Paul had due to his understanding of the gospel, as 
not by works but by faith in Christ. 
 
 
 
 
Scripture Exercise 1: Read together Galatians 2:15-21 
 
 
Make a list of everything you learn about the Law or works of the Law in this passage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make a list of what you learn about faith from this passage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Exercise 1: How does justification by faith or works affect a person’s view of the cross? 
 
 
 
 
Scripture Exercise 2: Assign group members to one of the following references to answer the question: “How did Paul’s 
belief in justification by faith affect his view and actions concerning the death of Christ on the cross? 
 
1 Corinthians 1:23 
 
 
1 Corinthians 2:2 
 
 
Galatians 6: 12-14 
 
 
 
Discussion 2: Describe what it would look like for individuals and a church to make much of the cross and magnify the 
death of Christ vs. nullifying the grace of God by advocating a works-based righteousness. 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Exercise 2: Pray for the joy of Christ to fill your hearts, such that you are willing to do anything to magnify the 
cross of Christ in your circles of influence. 


