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I. The Concept of Duty: Originally from the same root word as “due” or “debt.”  Duty 

as a concept started as something owed. 

duty (n.) 

late 14c., duete, "obligatory service, that which ought to be done," also "the force of that which is 

morally right," from Anglo-French duete, from Old French deu "due, owed; proper, just," from 

Vulgar Latin *debutus, from Latin debitus, past participle of debere "to owe," originally, "keep 

something away from someone," from de- "away" (see de-) + habere "to have" (from PIE root 

*ghabh- "to give or receive"). Related: Duties. 

Military sense of "a requisite service" is by 1580s. The sense of "tax or fee on imports, exports, etc." 

is from late 14c.; hence duty-free (adv.) "free from tax or duty" (1680s), and, as a noun, "duty-free 

article" (1958), "duty-free shop" (by 1980). 

--online etymology dictionary 

Today we use this word to refer to something for which we are responsible.  A duty is an 

obligation we find placed on us, regardless of how it got there. 

II. How does a person get obligated to a duty?  Two ways. 

 

a. We to it to OURSELVES: Volunteering for duty.  By volunteering to do 

something, we obligate ourselves by our word, which is supposed to be our bond.   

b. SOMEONE ELSE does it to us: Being drafted for duty.  When someone with the 

authority (the right to tell us what to do with our time and other resources) assigns 

a duty to us, we find ourselves bound to fulfill that duty. 

 

III. Which is it for Christian duty?  Well, both. 

 

a. God has obligated us to obey His specific commands.  Eph 6:1-3 

b. God has also obligated us to general commands which must be considered as to 

how we will obey them.  Eph 6:1-3 

c. We obligate ourselves regarding the specifics of how we will obey those 

commands.   

 

IV. Now let’s examine Eph 6:1-3 for how the obligations work: 

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  

WHO:  “CHILDREN” and “PARENTS:”  SPECIFIC or GENERAL? 

WHAT: “OBEY:”  SPECIFIC OR GENERAL? 

https://www.etymonline.com/word/de-?ref=etymonline_crossreference
https://www.etymonline.com/word/*ghabh-?ref=etymonline_crossreference


HOW (WITH WHAT ATTITUDE):  “IN THE LORD” 

WHY: “FOR THIS IS RIGHTEOUS” 

WHEN:  ? Within the household.  (Context) 

WHERE:  ?  It doesn’t say. What do you think that means about “where?” 

2 HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER  

Quotation of Ex 20:12:  “Honor your father and your mother so that your days may be long upon the 

earth…” in the Masoretic Text.  LXX says “Honor your father and mother, so that it may be well with 

you, and so that you may be a long time upon the earth…”  So Paul quotes the LXX or the manuscript 

behind it. 

Ex 20:3 No other gods Concept How the Israelites 

were to treat God Ex 20:4-6 No idol-making or worship Expression 

Ex 20:7 No taking the Name in vain Concept 

Ex 20:8-11 Sabbath Expression 

Ex 20:12 Honor Father and Mother Generational How the Israelites 

were to treat one 

another for 

God’s sake 

Ex 20:13 No Murder Human Life 

Ex 20:14 No Adultery Marriage 

Ex 20:15 No Theft Property 

Ex 20:16 No False Witness Legal Protection 

Ex 20:17 No Coveting Heart and Relationships 

 

(which is the first commandment with a promise),  

3 SO THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU, AND THAT YOU MAY LIVE LONG ON THE 

EARTH.  

Why (Again)?:  Desirable outcomes!   

V. Summary 

a. If all authority is from God, then parental authority is from God.  Rom 13:1 

b. Therefore young children in their parents’ household are obligated to obey them for the 

Lord’s sake. 

c. They should be constantly reminded that they are obeying as unto the Lord; it is not about 

their parents. 

d. This creation-order responsibility had special blessing in Israel under the Mosaic Law: it 

ensured perpetual blessing the land through the generations. 

e. Paul gives two related reasons for young children to obey their parents: 1) it is righteous 

in God’s sight and 2) God blesses it 

f. We must remember that this passage is governed by the command to be filled by the 

Spirit, under the resultant submission “one to another.” 

 
 


