
 

Here I Stand- Mordecai Takes Stand (Esther 3:1-15) 

• We all love a good hero story, where the hero stands up to the evil villains  

• When the hero does that it seems that justice & common decency are restored 

I. Haman the Agagite  

• In a sort of show down, Mordecai refused to pay Haman the Agagite homage  

• Haman was a descendent of king Agag whom Saul spared in disobedience 

• This was the key motivation why Mordecai would not bow to Haman (3:3-4) 

II. Mordecai and Daniel’s friends  

• Daniel & his three friends refused to bow the knee, but it was a case of idolatry  

• The matter was clear: they couldn’t in good conscience obey (Dan 3:17-18) 

• Mordecai’s matter was not a life & death matter but rather a secondary matter 

III. The Messiness of Sin 

• The problem for Mordecai before Haman was a problem resulting from past sin 

• If Saul had dealt with king Agag, Mordecai would not be in the mess he was in 

• Even after his fellow servants pleaded with him (3:4), Mordecai would not bow 

• They then took the matter to their master, speaking about his Jewishness (3:4) 

IV. Haman’s Plot 

• Determining what to do, Haman quickly started plotting the demise of the Jews 

• Haman cast lots to determine the date when the massacre would happen (3:7) 

• All that was needed was those in charge to stand by and let it happen (3:8-11) 

V. God and the Empire  

• The dreadful edict was then sent to all four corners of the empire (3: 11-15) 

• The city of Susa was thrown into confusion, not everyone was against the Jews  

• Ahasuerus was wrong saying Haman could do as he liked to the Jews (3:11) 

VI. The King of Love  

• God has far more right to act against us & our families than Ahasuerus had 

• We have not kept His law or bowed the knee to Him for whom we were created 

• It is actually true that it does not profit God to tolerate us, we are cosmic rebels 

• Yet because of God’s great love for us he has sent His Son to stand in our place 

• Death is God’s verdict on all who are outside of Christ, no matter who they are 

• All those in Christ are safe because that awful sentence has been settled by Him 


