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KJV – Colossians 4:1-6 

 

“Reaching the World” 

     February 24, 2013 – Adult Sunday School Lesson. 

Text – Colossians 4:1-6 [Read Colossians 4:1-17] 

Key Text – Colossians 4:5 –  5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.  

Lesson Outline: 

I. Relationships with Servants – Colossians 4:1 

II. Relationships with the LORD’s Servants – Colossians 4:2-4 

III. Relationships with unbelievers – Colossians 4:5-6 

Facts: to see the marching orders we have been given from God for our life here on earth.  

Principle: to follow God’s orders in daily living is superior to any other approach to life.    

Application: to think through and apply God’s principles in our daily activities.   

     Since the last two chapters of Colossians are practical applications of the doctrine taught in the 
first two chapters, it is logical that the apostle would include something regarding family 
relationships. This is certainly a relevant topic for everybody, so it is no surprise that the Scriptures 
include exhortations about it. In New Testament days, the household often include slaves, so we 
find that Paul also addressed master and slave relationship, along with others. 

     First, Paul dealt with marriage relationships, addressing wives: 

Colossians 3:18 

18 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord. 

     Also dealing with the husbands in the marriage relationship: 

Colossians 3:19 

19 Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. 
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     The Apostle Paul then followed these words with instructions to the children in verse twenty: 
Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord; and then a special 
warning to fathers in verse twenty-one: Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be 
discouraged. 

     These are especially relevant words of wisdom, and they remain essential truths within families 
today, since we often find father’s who do not and will not relate properly to their own children, we 
should learn and apply these Biblical truths. 

     Lastly the Apostle Paul addresses the servants who worked within the households. Paul 
emphasized the importance of serving our masters as if we were working for the LORD. This 
Biblical principle is very important even for each and every worker today. 

Colossians 4:1-6 

1 Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in 
heaven. 

2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; 

3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of 
Christ, for which I am also in bonds: 

4 That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. 

5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.  

6 Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer 
every man.  

     The previous three lessons that we have covered in Colossians culminate in the present lesson on 
reaching the world. We have seen more of who Christ is, and we are in awe of Him.  

     We understand that we are complete in Him and that we are clothed in Him. We now look at our 
world differently. Since God so loved the world that He sent His only begotten Son into it, it follows 
that we, His adopted children (Christians), are also sent into the world. 

     We are fully equipped by God to carry out the task that He has called us to do. It is our joy and 
duty to be about our Master’s business because as we work He will be working in, through and with 
us. The work is sure of success when done as He directs. We have every reason to pursue this work 
and no good reason not to.  
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1. Remember your Master in Heaven:      Relationships with Servants 

Colossians 4:1 

1 Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in 
heaven. 

     Paul writes here wanting us to be reminded of the relationship with servant and for us to 
remember our Master in Heaven. Slave owners were businessmen that had workers under them 
were required to provide just and fair treatment. Similarly today, employers should pay fair wages 
and also treat their employees justly. Paul’s instructions encourage responsibility and integrity on 
the job. Christian employees should always do their jobs as if the LORD Jesus Christ were their 
supervisors; and Christian employers should treat their employees fairly and with respect as the 
LORD treats us all.  
  
     Can you be trusted to do your very best, even when your boss is not around? Do you work hard 
and with enthusiasm with a good attitude? Do you treat your employees as people and not as 
machines? Employers should pay fair wages and treat all employees justly. 
 
     Leaders should take care of their volunteers and not abuse them, if you have responsibility over 
others, make sure you always do what is just and fair. Remember that no matter whom you work 
for, and no matter whom works for you, the One you ultimately should want to please is your 
Father in heaven. You are accountable to Him.  
 
 

2. Pray continually and specifically:  Relationships with the LORD’s Servants 
 

Colossians 4:2-4 

2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; 

3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of 
Christ, for which I am also in bonds: 

4 That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. 

     Have you ever grown tired of praying for something or for someone? Paul says, “Continue.” 
Persistence demonstrates our faith that God answers our prayers.  
 
     Faith shouldn’t die if the answers come slowly, for the delay may be God’s way of working His 
will in our lives. When we fell weary in our prayers, we must take assurance in knowing that God is 
present, always listening, and always acting. Maybe not in the ways that we had hoped, but in ways 
that He knows best, that His will can be done in us and through us. 
 
     As in verse six, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, that 
God would open unto us this door (or the opportunity) to speak the logos: the word. Written or the 
spoken word, utterance given by God which is the light and the truth. This word by God has power, 
and it is God that opens these doors of opportunity for speaking, so that none may be able to hinder.  
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Ephesians 6:19 
 
19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known 
the mystery of the gospel, 
 
     Pray continually for that open door, or that window of opportunity to share the logos, the word 
to others, so that they may see Christ in you and be given the Gospel. 
 
 

3. Reach the world wisely:  Relationships with unbelievers 
 
Colossians 4:5-6 
 

5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.  

6 Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer 
every man.  

     In verse five, the Apostle Paul says for us to “Walk in wisdom toward them that are without,” 
meaning that we should be wise in our contacts with non-believers, making the most of our chances 
to tell them the Good News of Salvation. Redeeming the time we get, each and every opportunity 
that we receive to share God’s word with an unbeliever we should seize that chance. 
 
     When the opportunities arise we speak with grace, remember you was once lost and speak to 
people with the upmost respect, because it’s not your job to convince them to be saved. It’s only 
your job to tell them the Good News. You do your part and God do the rest, His word will not return 
unto Him void. 
 
     Let that speech go forth in grace and seasoned with salt, no one knows everything, no one can 
answer every questions that could be asked from this great book. But every believer in Christ needs 
to know the basics of the plan of Salvation. Never answer an unbeliever or young Christians 
question with a negative commit such as “oh you don’t need to worry about that right now.” That 
could be the one thing that’s keeping them from accepting the truth and coming to repentance. If 
you don’t know the answer, tell them; don’t be conceded and arrogant but search for this together. 
 
     Remember when we speak of Christ, it is important always to be gracious in what we say and 
how that we say it. No matter how much sense the message makes, we lose our effectiveness if we 
are not courteous.  
 
     Just as we like to be respected, we must also respect others if we want them to listen to what we 
have to say.  
 


