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The Faith of Joseph

Genesis 37-50

Prayer:  Father, we just again thank you for your peace, we thank 

you for your love, we thank you for your kindness.  We thank you 

for all of the gifts that you just abundantly share  with us, not 

the least of which is your word.  And Lord, this mo rning once again 

we're going to open up your book, we're going to re ad it, we're 

going to look into it and pray that your Holy Spiri t would guide us 

because it's your spirit that makes these words hav e meaning.  It 's 

your spirit that makes these words have the ability  to be a 

permanent part of our lives.  And so we pray that y ou would give us 

this grace, this power and we pray this in Jesus' n ame.  Amen.   

God loves you and has a perfect plan for your life.   How many of 

you have ever heard that phrase?  I mean, it 's a st atement of 

absolute truth and it's become a cliche that you se ldom hear any 

more, but it is a statement of absolute truth.  One  of the problems 

is that it contains an inherent misunderstanding th at centers 

around our understanding of the word "perfect."  I mean if you ask 

me what kind of a day I had and I said, well, I had  an absolutely 



perfect day, you would rightly assume that I was sa ying that 

anything that could go right went right and at the end of the day, 

a grand time was had by all.  That's the subtext of  the statement 

"God has a perfect plan for your life."  Ask Jesus into your life 

and he will show you a perfect solution to all of l ife's problems. 

That's a hundred percent true.  What is not stated or even implied 

in that statement though is that asking Jesus into your life is 

going to automatically bring about a whole new set of problems that 

you never knew existed before.  Asking Jesus into y our life means 

choosing sides in a war that's gone on since the fa ll of Adam.  You 

know, previously you could just kind of blend into the woodwork of 

the working of this world but now if you're a citiz en of the 

kingdom of God, you have declared yourself to a wor ld that promises 

to hate you for doing so.  Jesus himself said so.  In John 15:19  he 

said:  "If you were of the world, the world would love you  as its 

own; but because you are not of the world, but I ch ose you out of 

the world, therefore the world hates you."   See, as a child of God 

you are now part of God's perfect plan not just for  your life but 

for the kingdom of God as well.  I mean you may not  have realized 

it, but you've become part of a much bigger agenda than you've ever 

imagined.  And God has every intention of transform ing you into the 

image of his Son, and in the process he's going to use you to bring 

honor and glory to him and to his kingdom.  That's what you signed 

on to when you became -- when you accepted Christ a s your Lord and 
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Savior.  And Jesus as king of the world was never e vasive about 

stating the cost of identifying with him.  In fact he said this in 

Matthew 16:24 , he said:  "If anyone would come after me, let him 

deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  For whoever 

would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses  his life for my 

sake will find it."   And in Luke 14:33  he said:  "Any one of you 

who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple."   

So this is serious business.  See, God has every in tention of 

shaping and molding you as his disciple into the ve ry image of his 

Son.  And Romans 8:28 tells us that every single ev ent in the life 

of those who love him is pointed and aimed in one s pecific 

direction.  It 's pointed and aimed at a process and  God uses all 

things to work together for good but as he defines it, not as we 

do.  God's intention is that all of us would be per fected in our 

faith.  So you can say God does love us and he does  have a perfect 

plan for our lives, but when you say that, understa nd that perfect 

plan, well, it 's by his standards and not ours.  My  perfect plan 

might be for a sickness-free life with a lovely hom e and a paid off 

mortgage and healthy, well-adjusted kids, and at le ast two 

vacations a year.  You know, God's plan for me coul d be that very 

thing or it could be like God's plan for Joseph whi ch was anything 

but that.  
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This morning we're looking at God's perfect plan fo r the life of 

Joseph.  And it's a classic example of how Joseph f it into a far 

greater kingdom agenda than even he could imagine.  And it was that 

kingdom agenda that was the source of a great deal of Joseph's 

pain.  But here's the part that we just wrestle wit h all the time, 

here's the part that we don't really grasp.  God ne ver sat down and 

said, "Joseph, Joe, you're just a successful shephe rd boy.  My 

intention is to make you the vice regent of all of the Egypt and to 

use you to save my people, to feed them, and save t hem as a 

nation."  So far as I know, God never sat down and said, "I have a 

perfect plan for your life, Joseph.  It 's going to include some 

very difficult hiccups here and there and you're go ing to be 

wondering frequently if I 'm still there, but trust me, trust me, 

I've got all of this taken care of."  Instead, God made his plan 

known to Joseph in steps and in stages that happene d only after he 

had walked through circumstances that shouted, well , if God indeed 

had a plan, then it must have gone off the rails so mewhere because 

Joseph's life was anything but perfect.  I mean it was a plan that 

included betrayal and abandonment and kidnapping an d false 

accusations and prison, but it was an absolutely pe rfect plan for 

Joseph.  And it was perfectly planned and executed according to 

God's agenda for Joseph and for his people, and her e's where faith 

becomes a crucial part of our walk.  Here's really where the rubber 

meets the road.  You see, God does love us and God does have a 
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perfect plan for each of our lives but it 's accordi ng to his 

agenda, which doesn't always agree with ours.  My a genda is to be 

content, it 's to be safe, it 's to be sure of where I am and what I 

am doing.  God's agenda is for me to be a faithful,  sanctified 

image of his Son living to advance the kingdom of G od.  Sometimes 

those agendas produce lives of peace and comfort bu t sometimes they 

don't.  

Now according to Open Doors ministry, 322 Christian s are killed for 

their faith every single month.  214 churches and C hristian 

properties are destroyed, 772 forms of violence suc h as beatings, 

abductions, rapes, arrests, and forced marriages ar e committed 

against Christians.  Now that's more than a thousan d lives plunged 

into horror like Joseph experienced each month.  An d so we wonder, 

where's God in all of this?  I mean, is he missing in action during 

these times or is his agenda like Joseph's, much, m uch bigger than 

we imagine?  

We're doing this series called "Now You See Me, Now  You Don't."  

This is about God's presence or his absence in our lives.  It is 

about growing faith when the evidence for it seems scarce.  I mean 

it's what Paul declares in Hebrews 11:1.  He says:  Now faith is 

the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction o f things not 

seen.   And what God is most concerned about building int o our lives 
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is an assurance of the one thing that we all hope f or and that is 

that my relationship with Jesus Christ will define and empower me 

for living life here on this earth for his glory.  And along with 

that is a conviction that in spite of the fact that  we can't see, 

hear, feel, taste, or touch the God who we believe in, we still, 

l ike Abraham, are going to spend the rest of our li ves growing our 

capacity to trust in these things that are not seen .  And what 

makes our faith unique is the idea of faith itself,  I mean, every 

other religion tells you there's a way to get right  to God and that 

way is to work at it.  God tells us over and over a nd over again in 

the pages of scripture that we are fallen, broken c reatures 

incapable of producing works acceptable to a perfec t God.  And 

God's solution to that was to become one of us and to live a life 

that we could never live and then offer that life a s a substitute 

for our broken lives.  So we get a right standing w ith God not by 

working at it but by trusting in God's perfect plan  that he 

accomplished for us on the cross.  So right from th e get-go, God's 

agenda for you and me is to grow in his children th is capacity for 

faith, this ability to trust.  Now that was the age nda that defined 

Joseph's life and it's what defines our lives as we ll.  God had an 

agenda for Joseph that he could neither see nor eve n begin to 

fathom but he didn't need to.  You see, like Abraha m, he simply had 

to believe in God and then just move forward.  Romans 4:3  says:  

For what does the scripture say?  "Abraham believed  God, and it was 
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counted to him as righteousness."   And if we understand that the 

capacity to believe God is really what God is inter ested in growing 

in us, then we're going to be able to better unders tand God's 

agenda for us.  And his "perfect plan" for our live s is that we, 

like Joseph, would simply trust in him and move for ward.  

Now the first part of God's agenda in your life and  mine is the 

growth in our lives of faith.  And that's why God s ometimes inserts 

himself into our lives and then he pulls back.  Why  it is that when 

it comes to God, "now you see me and now you don't"  is often the 

way our faith develops.  I mean we saw that a few w eeks back in 

Abraham's life.  God powerfully interacts with Abra ham repeatedly 

and then he just appears to disappear and we say he  is perceptively 

absent because we know he's not.  I mean we know fr om Romans 8 that 

God's promise that nothing is going to separate us from his love.  

And we also know from studying the lives of those w hom he poured 

that love out on that God frequently asserts himsel f into our lives 

but then he pulls back.  And he pulls back to allow  us to grow in 

our efforts to trust him to develop our capacity fo r faith.  

And so this morning I want to look at the life of J oseph who was 

one of the great saints of scripture, to see God's faith building 

process in action because Joseph is a classic case study in "now 

you see me, now you don't."  There's a reason why J oseph's story is 
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there for us to read and study in scripture because  it's the story 

of faithfulness on God's part that hardly looked an ything like 

faithfulness from Joseph's end of the story.  This is the story of 

God's agenda superimposed on Joseph's life and we h ave the benefit 

in scripture of seeing it all laid out.  I mean we get to see 

Joseph's life at the ten thousand foot level.  But Joseph had to 

live it at street level.  And from that perspective , you would be 

hard pressed to find someone who struggled more tha n Joseph.  I 

mean, he was a person who seemed to do everything r ight and still 

have everything go so wrong.  I mean Joseph's life constantly 

seemed to go from bad to worse even though every st ep of the way 

his conduct was exemplary.  At street level you mig ht say of 

Joseph's friendship with God, with friends like the se, who needs 

enemies?  I mean it's only when you look at the big  picture that 

you begin to see God's big agenda and you begin to understand God's 

interaction with Joseph.  And then the more you und erstand how 

deeply beloved by God Joseph was, the more you will  gain insight 

into how God might be growing faith in your life.  

So let's look at Joseph.  Joseph was the favorite c hild of Jacob 

and Rachel.  His life consists of a series of event s that takes him 

from his life as a favored child in a family of she pherds through a 

series of circumstances where he repeatedly becomes  the victim of 

other people's sins.  An outsider looking at Joseph 's life might 
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conclude that if Joseph was chosen and deeply loved  by God, then 

it's far better to be unchosen and unloved.  So our  story starts 

out with a tale of intrigue.  Joseph had jealous br others who hated 

him, and they hated him because he was clearly his father's 

favorite.  We pick the story up in Genesis 37, star ting at verse 3.  

And it says:  Now Israel  -- I should point out that Jacob and 

Israel are the same, God changed Jacob's name to Is rael but for 

purposes of our discussion, his name is now Jacob.  Now Jacob loved 

Joseph more than any of his sons, because he was th e son of his old 

age.  And he made him a robe of many colors.  But w hen his brothers 

saw that their father loved him more than all his b rothers, they 

hated him and could not speak peacefully to him.   Joseph was 

handsome, he was gifted, he was doted on by his fat her, I mean, 

you've all heard about the many-colored coat, you k now, Joseph and 

the amazing technicolor coat.  He had this incredib le coat that was 

given to him by his father.  If you ever want advic e on how not to 

raise a large family, take a look at Jacob.  Becaus e Joseph 

received this special treatment, his brothers hated  him.  And he 

was either naive or swell-headed when he decided to  tell his family 

about this dream that he had.  This is what he says  in Genesis 

37:5 .  He says:  Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his 

brothers they hated him even more.  He said to them , "Hear this 

dream that I have dreamed:  Behold, we were binding  sheaves in the 

field, and behold, my sheaf arose and stood upright .  And behold, 
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your sheaves gathered around it and bowed down to m y sheaf."  His 

brothers said to him, "Are you indeed to reign over  us?  Or are you 

indeed to rule over us?"  So they hated him even mo re for his 

dreams and for his words.  Then he dreamed another dream and told 

it to his brothers and said, "Behold, I have dreame d another dream.  

Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bo wing down to 

me."  But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his 

father rebuked him and said to him, "What is this d ream that you 

have dreamed?  Shall I and your mother and your bro thers indeed 

come to bow ourselves to the ground before you?"  A nd his brothers 

were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying  in mind.   

Well, his father Jacob makes another very large mis take.  He sends 

his brothers out to graze the flocks and then later  on he sends 

Joseph out to check up on them.  And Joseph gets lo st and he's 

searching for his brothers and finally he sees them  and they see 

him and they see him a long way off.  Genesis 37:18  picks up on it, 

it says this:  They saw him from afar, and before he came near to 

them they conspired against him to kill him.  They said to one 

another, "Here comes this dreamer.  Come now, let u s kill him and 

throw him into one of the pits.  Then we will say t hat a fierce 

animal has devoured him, and we will see what will become of his 

dreams."   Now, at this suggestion his brother Reuben steps in, he 

says, no, no, no, no.  There can be no bloodshed!   At the very 
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least, just throw him in a cistern and he figured i f he just had 

him thrown into the cistern he can come at a later date and get him 

out.  So they take him and they strip him of this f ancy coat, and 

they throw him in this old cistern and they sit dow n to celebrate.  

As they begin to eat, they see a caravan, it 's wind ing its way to 

Egypt.  And again we pick up in Genesis 37:26:  Then Judah said to 

his brothers, "What profit is it if we kill our bro ther and conceal 

his blood?  Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelite s, and let not 

our hand be upon him, for he is our brother, our ow n flesh."  And 

his brothers listened to him.  Then Midianite trade rs passed by.  

And they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the p it, and sold him 

to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver.  T hey took Joseph 

to Egypt.   Now to make matters worse, it says:  When Reuben 

returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he tore 

his clothes and returned to his brothers and said, "The boy is 

gone, and I, where shall I go?"  Then they took Jos eph's robe and 

slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood .  And they sent 

the robe of many colors and brought it to their fat her and said, 

"This we have found; please identify whether it is your son's robe 

or not."   

Now I want you to note something in what they just said.  If you 

want to talk about wickedness and wicked family sit uations, they 

said, "your son's robe."  They didn't say, "Is this  our brother's 
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robe?"  "Is this Joseph's robe?"  They said, "Is th is your son's 

robe?"  Verse 33 says:  And he identified it, and said, "It is my 

son's robe.  A fierce animal has devoured him.  Jos eph is without 

doubt torn to pieces."  Then Jacob tore his garment s and put 

sackcloth on his loins and mourned for his son many  days.  All his 

sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him, but he refused 

to be comforted and said, "No, I shall go down to S heol to my son, 

mourning."  Thus his father wept for him.   This is breathtaking 

hypocrisy.  This is depraved wickedness.  I mean yo u read they rose 

up to comfort Jacob.  Joseph wasn't dead.  They kne w that Joseph 

wasn't dead.  Verse 36 says:  Meanwhile the Midianites had sold him 

in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the ca ptain of the 

guard.   So Joseph goes from a life of comfort to a life o f slavery 

simply because he was obedient to his father.  Wher e's God in all 

of this?  You see, "now you see me, now you don't" often takes 

place like it does in Joseph's case when God seems to be 

conspicuously absent.  Joseph's simply obeying his father's 

commands and he winds up first being thrown into a cistern and then 

bought and sold as a slave.  This is a 17-year-old kid whose 

obedience gets him thrust from a life of a shepherd  into the life 

of a household slave in a foreign country and cultu re.  And so we 

have circumstance shouting to Joseph that life is s ome kind of crap 

shoot unconnected to a sovereign God and that at an y moment bad 

luck and bad people can rob you of your life and yo ur future.  I 
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mean, isn't this the place where you'd expect God t o kind of break 

through and sit down with Joseph and tell him thing s may look bleak 

but that God's got everything under control?  Well,  things didn't 

just look bleak, they were bleak.  And God appeared  to be absent.  

Well, thankfully we get to see the big picture in J oseph's life and 

we find out in scripture that not one step of Josep h's life was 

unseen and uncared for but that information was not  directly 

revealed to Joseph.  The very next verse, Genesis 39:2  says:  The 

LORD was with Joseph.   Now we need to stop, we need to park here 

for a minute.  We need to just let that sink in.  B ecause God is 

insisting that in the midst of betrayal, in the mid st of 

abandonment, in the midst of enslavement, God is sa ying I'm here, 

I'm in the center of this.  

What's the first thing we think of when things go s outh on us?  

God, where are you?  I mean, if we're trying our be st to do 

everything right and things still go south, we thin k, God, how 

could you let this happen?  I don't imagine those t houghts were far 

from Joseph's mind as well.  But the scripture says  the LORD was 

with Joseph , and he became a successful man, and he was in the 

house of his Egyptian master.  His master saw that the LORD was 

with him and that the LORD caused all that he did t o succeed in his 

hands.  So Joseph found favor in his sight and atte nded him, and he 

made him overseer of his house and put him in charg e of all that he 
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had.   

So Joseph goes on to excel in his new position as P otiphar's house 

slave only because God is actively guiding every si ngle step that 

Joseph takes.  We pick up at verse 6.  It says:  So he left all  -- 

this is talking about Potiphar -- So he left all that he had in 

Joseph's charge, and because of him he had no conce rn about 

anything but the food he ate.  Now Joseph was hands ome in form and 

appearance.  And after a time his master's wife cas t her eyes on 

Joseph and said, "Lie with me."  But he refused and  said to his 

master's wife, "Behold, because of me my master has  no concern 

about anything in the house, and he has put everyth ing that he has 

in my charge.  He is not greater in this house than  I am, nor has 

he kept back anything from me except you, because y ou are his wife.  

How then can I do this great wickedness and sin aga inst God?"   Now, 

in what's probably the first instance recorded of s exual harassment 

on the job, we see Joseph repeatedly resisting and then we see and 

then eventually while she's in a jealous rage, Poti phar's wife 

frames him for rape.  And for all of his efforts to  do the right 

thing, Joseph gets thrown into jail.  Now from Jose ph's standpoint 

this is not a case of "now you see me, now you don' t," I mean, 

Joseph has not yet seen any direct evidence of God' s presence.  In 

fact all he's really seen is mounting evidence that  he's a victim 

of circumstance.  I mean everything that he did was  true and noble 
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and right and proper, and his reward for his loyalt y and faith is a 

dungeon.  

If you were Joseph and you're sitting in that jail cell, I mean, 

how do you think you would feel?  Now my guess is y ou'd be feeling 

abandoned, bewildered, alone, and yet we know from scripture that 

nothing could be further from the truth.  We know f rom scripture 

that prison is exactly where God wanted Joseph to b e.  Now I look 

at the situation, I say, God, if you only had sat J oseph down and 

said, "Joseph, be patient.  I have great plans for you.  They're 

going to unfold slowly but eventually you're going to see that I've 

got your back in this."  But that never happens and  there's a 

reason why.  You see, what God is doing here is he' s forcing Joseph 

to trust in him in spite of circumstance and in spi te of an 

explanation that would take the reason for faith aw ay.  See, 

apparently God knows what he's doing.  There's nowh ere in scripture 

any record of God giving any explanation whatsoever  to Joseph for 

why he's sitting in a prison cell.  You see, we hav e a privilege 

that Joseph never had.  We have the privilege of se eing Joseph's 

life from the ten thousand foot level.  So we're lo oking at 

Joseph's life the way God saw it.  We get to unders tand that prison 

would be the launching pad that would get Joseph in to the presence 

of Pharaoh himself.  This is God's perspective on J oseph's prison 

experience.  This is verse 21 of Genesis 39 .  It says:  But the 
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LORD was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and gave him 

favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison.  An d the keeper of 

the prison put Joseph in charge of all the prisoner s who were in 

the prison.  Whatever was done there, he was the on e who did it.  

The keeper of the prison paid no attention to anyth ing that was in 

Joseph's charge, because the LORD was with him.  An d whatever he 

did, the LORD make it succeed.   Now, you might be noticing a 

pattern here.  God is right in the center of Joseph 's life.  He's 

involved in every single aspect of his imprisonment .  But there's 

nothing to suggest that Joseph has any clue of that  by virtue of an 

explanation.  He simply has to trust God's love and  sovereignty 

when events seem to shout that that is a fool's err and.  

Now have you ever suffered for doing the right thin g?  Have you 

ever found yourself in a position where you were fo rced to make a 

right choice and you made it and you thought someho w, well, God's 

going to at least give me a good result.  I know I' ve been in that 

situation a number of times and I know precisely ho w I felt when I 

made a right choice.  I mean, I thought God's certa inly going to be 

pleased and therefore my good choice is going to be  rewarded.  And 

on those times when the opposite happened, I was at  first 

astounded.  And I was astounded because I thought t here was a 

linear relationship between good behavior and good results.  You do 

good and you get good.  Well, often times there is.   Often times 
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that is the relationship.  But many times it is not , not when God's 

main goal is to grow us in faith.  I mean have you ever noticed 

that your faith seldom grows at all in the midst of  good times, in 

the midst of easy living?  It's only when things st art to go south 

that we're forced to decide what we're going to pla ce our trust in, 

either in our good circumstances or in the God of a ll circumstance.  

And for some reason we are constantly taken by surp rise when we 

encounter trials even though God has promised us th ey are the 

primary way that God grows faith in us.  James 1:2  says:  Count it 

all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of vario us kinds, for 

you know that the testing of your faith produces st eadfastness.  

And let steadfastness have its full effect, that yo u may be perfect 

and complete, lacking in nothing.   Well, Joseph is a living example 

of trials producing steadfastness in faith.  

And so now he's in prison.  And while he's in priso n, he interprets 

a dream of Pharaoh's cupbearer and he tells the cup bearer that 

within a short period of time he's going to be comp letely restored, 

and just like he states it, it happens.  And he tel ls the 

cupbearer, when you go up there, please don't leave  me in this 

place.  Well, the cupbearer is restored and he comp letely forgets 

about Joseph, that is until Pharaoh himself has a d ream that no one 

can interpret.  Pharaoh has this bizarre dream abou t seven fat cows 

being eaten alive by seven gaunt cows and he descri bes how 
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disturbed he is by the dream, and the cupbearer sud denly remembers 

the pinpoint accuracy with which Joseph interpreted  his dream.  And 

so he explains there's this guy, and Joseph is yank ed out of prison 

and he's cleaned up and he's presented to Pharaoh.  And Joseph 

tells Pharaoh that the dream means that seven fat y ears are coming 

to Egypt and they're going to be followed by seven lean years that 

are going to eat the fat years right up.  So Pharao h winds up 

appointing Joseph to head up Egypt's response.  Jos eph spends 

Egypt's seven fat years storing and saving a huge s urplus of grain.  

And during the seven lean years, Egypt becomes the food bank of the 

Middle East.  And so people from all over the Middl e East are 

forced to turn to Egypt to avoid starvation.  And y ou'll never 

guess who one of the groups is that are forced to d o that.  It's 

Jacob and his 11 remaining sons.  And after seven y ears of famine, 

they are starving.  

And so we pick up the story at Genesis 42:1 .  It says:  When Jacob 

learned that there was grain for sale in Egypt, he said to his 

sons, "Why do you look at one another?"  And he sai d, "Behold, I 

have heard that there is grain for sale in Egypt.  God down and buy 

grain for us there, that we may live and not die."  So ten of 

Joseph's brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt.   Now this is a 

very long story.  I'm rocketing through about 15 ch apters here, so 

there's a lot of details that I can't really give y ou.  But the 
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brothers, they show up and they're instantly recogn ized by Joseph 

even though they don't recognize him.  I mean after  all it 's been 

16 years, Joseph now looks completely like an Egypt ian.  And they 

could not in their wildest imagination picture that  this shepherd 

boy that they sold into slavery is now the vice reg ent of Egypt.  

We pick up in verse 5.  It says:  Thus the sons of Israel came to 

buy among the others who came, for the famine was i n the land of 

Canaan.  Now Joseph was governor over the land.  He  was the one who 

sold to all the people of the land.  And Joseph's b rothers came and 

bowed themselves before him with their faces to the  ground.   That 

reminds me of something.  Reminds me of a dream tha t took place 

about 16 years prior.  This is the dream I said at the very 

beginning:  Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his 

brothers they hated him even more.  He said to them , "Hear this 

dream that I have dreamed:  Behold, we were binding  sheaves in the 

field and behold my sheaf arose and stood upright.  And behold, 

your sheaves gathered around it and bowed down to m y sheaf."  His 

brothers said to him, "Are you indeed to reign over  us?  Or are you 

indeed to rule over us?"  So they hated him even mo re for his 

dreams and for his words.   What a a marvel this is.  I mean, it 's 

taken 16 full years but God has done precisely what  the dream 

claimed he would do right at the beginning.  And du ring those 16 

years, how many times was it that Joseph felt compl etely abandoned?  

I mean, he sat in that prison cell for two full yea rs before the 
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cupbearer remembered his ability to interpret dream s, but it was 

all part of God's perfect plan.  And over the cours e of those 16 

years, God never left his side.  And what appeared to be a random 

set of bad circumstances was God's grand agenda for  Joseph and for 

the people of Israel playing itself out moment by m oment, day by 

day, week by week, month by month, year by year.  T iming was 

everything.  And only God knew the perfect way for circumstance to 

unfold and all God required of Joseph was for him t o trust him, 

that is to trust that he was with him empowering ev erything he did 

as a victim of a kidnapping, as the head of Potipha r's household, 

as he sat in the prison cell and yet nowhere, nowhe re in scripture 

do we hear or see revealed God sitting down to expl ain to Joseph, 

"Hey, this is what's going to happen."  That's beca use God had 

bigger plans and a bigger agenda than that.  And ag ain, it takes 

too much time to explain the details, but understan d what's going 

on here.  God is clearly using Joseph to work a tra nsformation in 

the lives of his brothers and in the life he his fa ther Jacob and 

in the nation of Israel and all the while God is al so transforming 

Joseph.  I mean this is a classic example of God's big agenda at 

work.  On the macro level God has taken Joseph from  the life of an 

obscure shepherd and made him prime minister of Egy pt in order to 

keep the nation of Israel from facing starvation.  And on the micro 

level he has nurtured Joseph all of these years and  in all of these 

years to a profound level of trust so that even whe n things seem to 
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be going incredibly bad, Joseph knows that God is s til l in control.  

I mean those years transformed Joseph from a prison er in Pharaoh's 

dungeon to the prime minister of Egypt but they als o served to 

teach us how God works in our lives as well.  

And so we go back to the story and Joseph's father grows old and 

Jacob dies and his brothers begin to panic, and the y panic that now 

they understand Joseph is free to work whatever kin d of vengeance 

he's been hiding.  Now that dad is dead, he's going  to do whatever 

he wants to do and so they say to him this in Genes is 50:16:  So 

they sent a message to Joseph, saying, "Your father " -- our father 

--  "Your father gave this command before he died:  'S ay to Joseph, 

"Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, 

because they did evil to you.'"  And now, please fo rgive the 

transgression of the servants of the God of your fa ther."  Joseph 

wept when they spoke to him.  His brothers also cam e and fell down 

before him and said, "Behold, we are your servants. "   Another 

reminder of that dream.  But Joseph said to them, "Do not fear, for 

am I in the place of God?  As for you, you meant ev il against me, 

but God meant it for good, to bring it about that m any people 

should be kept alive, as they are today."   

You see we see 16 years of struggle and it's produc ed in Joseph 

exactly what God was after.  And Joseph spoke a pri nciple then that 
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applies for us even now.  And this is what he's say ing.  What he's 

saying is this:  It doesn't matter what this world throws at you.  

It doesn't matter.  Because God so perfectly contro ls this world 

that even evil intentions he can superintend to acc omplish his goal 

in you.  God does indeed have a perfect plan for al l of our lives.  

But it 's a perfect plan according to his plans and not necessarily 

ours.  And a huge part of that plan is faith, the assurance of 

things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen .   And what I 

want us to understand is that God never for a momen t abandoned 

Joseph even though there were many times in his lif e when it 

appeared to him and to us as observers of his life that that's 

exactly what happened.  Have you ever had a time in  your life when 

you felt oh, God, you've abandoned me?  I mean have  you ever had a 

time in your life when you did the right thing only  to find out 

that it got you nowhere, that you genuinely suffere d for it, and 

when you turned to God somewhere to find God somewh ere in that 

suffering, you came up empty?  Well, welcome to Jos eph's world.  

Now here's what we need to take away from all of th is.  God had a 

master agenda for Joseph.  God has a master agenda for you.  I mean 

I said at the beginning of this message, my agenda is to be 

comfortable, content, and safe.  God's agenda is fo r me to be a 

faithful, sanctified image of his Son living to adv ance the kingdom 

of God.  And whether you are Joseph or Jack or Mary  or Kathy, if 
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you are one of God's own, if you have confessed wit h your mouth and 

believe in your heart that Jesus is Lord, you have done so because 

you are uniquely chosen of God for an agenda that m ay include 

saving the nation of Israel from starvation.  Or ma ybe bringing a 

hot meal to your neighbor.  And you may be called o n to forgive 

your family of jealousy, of betrayal and of kidnapp ing or maybe 

simple thoughtlessness and gossip and backbiting.  What God wants 

to produce in your life and mine is an attitude of certainty that 

says even bad intentions are superintended by a God  to serve the 

ultimate purposes of his sovereign will for your li fe.  And what 

God did in Joseph's life he's doing right now in yo ur life and 

mine.  My point is God does have a perfect plan for  your life.  And 

God's agenda for you is going to include some very difficult 

hiccups here and there and you're going to be wonde ring sometimes 

if God is stil l there.  But trust me, he's got all of this taken 

care of.  It's all been laid out and eventually you  and I are going 

to see with the same level of precision that God's agenda for each 

one of us was just as precise with us and it was wi th Joseph.  And 

in conclusion I can sum it all up with these words from 1 Peter 

2:9.  God says:  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim 

the excellencies of him who called you out of darkn ess into his 

marvelous light.   Let's pray.  
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Father, I just I thank you for Joseph.  I thank you  for just being 

able to see the bewilderment, the sense of abandonm ent that 

pervades his story and yet also to have the view fr om the ten 

thousand foot level that shows us that never once w as he ever left 

alone, that you were there through all of the miser y, through all 

of the miserable times you were working your great agenda in his 

life.  It may have been an agenda that he wouldn't have chosen.  In 

all l ikelihood it was an agenda that no one would h ave chosen.  And 

that's the same for our lives, Lord, we don't get t o choose the 

agenda.  We just get to trust or not.  And so I pra y, Lord, this 

morning that you would give us the ability by your Holy Spirit's 

power to understand that what God is doing, what Go d has done in 

Joseph's life he is doing in our life.  Give us the  ability to 

trust him implicitly, I pray in Jesus' name.  Amen.  
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