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Exposition of Romans – Lesson 53 

Introduction: 

     We find ourselves moving from Romans 8:28-29 into Romans 8:30. This is indeed the 
most thrilling and wonderful chapter that deals with the security of the believer, because it 
shows us the foundation of our hope, which is the eternal Sovereignty of God. This trilogy 
of verses shows us the plan, the provision and the purpose of Salvation. Even though it may 
be so hard for many to understand, God is ultimately in control and all things are working 
together for good for His eternal purpose.  
 
     I want us to take a moment and just do a quick summary of what we have covered. This 
triune-trilogy begins with verse 28. ‘And we know that for those who love God all things 
work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.’1 Dr. John 
MacArthur divides these verses into four sections for a better understanding.2 

 
1. The Extent of our security - it covers all things; 'And we know that to them that love 

God all things work together for good,' 3 

 
2. The Recipients of security - those who love God; 'that all things work together for 

good to those who love God,'4 
 

3. The Source of our security - God is the Source, to they that are the called; 'to them 
who are the called according to His purpose.'5 

 

__________________________________________  
1 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 8:28. 
 

2 John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 1-8, (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers), 
1991. 
 
3 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Romans 8:28a. 
 
4 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 8:28a. 
 
5 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28b. 
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4. The Certainty of our security - Once again God, His purpose; in that whoever He 
foreknew, whoever He predestined, whoever He called, whoever He justified, them 
He also glorified. Because, ‘For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among 
many brothers.’6 

 

     Romans 8:28 is a powerful verse, yet most people will stop there and not move any 
further into the basis or the grounds of the truths of this theology which brings great hope 
to the believer in Christ. Romans 8:28 means nothing if one does not see the source that 
comes from these other verses.  
 
     Verse 29 shows us the foreknowledge of God or His foreordination. This is the verse 
where people begin to back off on the Sovereignty of God. They may do this because of a 
lack of understanding of the key to this trilogy of verses found in the latter part of Romans 
8:28, ‘to them who are the called according to His purpose.’7 As Dr. C. I. Scofield states that 
many believe that all this begin with the foreknowledge8 of God in verse 29. However, it 
truly started with the purpose of God in verse 28.’9 God’s Sovereign decrees that He 
foreordained for His own Sovereign purpose. It is because of these truths the Apostle Paul 
was able to write to the Church at Ephesus, ‘Having made known unto us the mystery of his 
will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 10 That in the 
dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 11 In whom also we have 
obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh 
all things after the counsel of his own will.’10 
 

     When it comes to the glorious truths of the doctrine of salvation, God’s foreknowledge 
means His choosing and planning in the sense of foreordination. This means that God loved 
us, chose us, there He foreknew us. He further foreordained us, in that God knew precisely 
when and where He would save us even long before He did save us. The entire reason for 
our salvation is for His purpose, and His purpose is His glory, the glory of the Son in that we 
are to be conformed to the image of His Son.  
__________________________________________  
6 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 8:29. 
 
7 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28b. 
 
8 NOTE: ‘Foreknowledge - proegnō – προέγνω – 4267 - Word Origin from pro and ginóskó. Definition; to know 
beforehand. 4267 proginṓskō (from 4253 /pró, "before" and 1097 /ginṓskō, "to know") – properly, foreknow; used 
in the NT of "God pre-knowing all choices – and doing so without pre-determining (requiring) them" (G. Archer). 
[See also Jer 18:8-10 on the perfect harmony of divine sovereignty and human freedom.] However, the choice is 
made to determine God’s love toward the objects of His effection in an intimate relationship. James Strong, LLD, 
STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. συνεργεῖ - sunergeo' 
(Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
9 C. I. Scofield, Scofield Reference Notes, ‘Scofield Study Bible,’ (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1250 / 
1317-18. 
 
10 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Ephesians 1:9-
11. 

http://biblehub.com/greek/proegno__4267.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/4253.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1097.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/4253.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1097.htm
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     I want you to look at this suit jacket. I want to ask you something tonight. Is this the very 
first suit jacket that was even made? Is this the first one of its kind ever? You say, of course 
not pastor, where has been millions before that one. That is just an image of the ones before 
it, which are the images of that very first one. However, I want to look closely as I turn this 
jacket inside and out. I want you to see how all the different fabrics are woven and 
switched together. Look at the threading of the seams. There are some place it looks like 
the needle has pierced through with the tread twice, leaving a double stitch. Different 
materials, different threads, even different interaction with different people to put all of 
this together. Some it took longer, others was just a brief moment passing through time. Yet 
all of these events, these people, these fabrics came together to make an image of the very 
first suit jacket. Now I want you to apply that to your salvation.  
 
Romans 8:28-29 
 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.  
 

29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.11 
 

     All things coming together for good, for God’s purpose and that is for you to be 
conformed to the image of His Son. This is what God has Sovereignly predestinated and is 
working together according to the counsel of His own will.  
 
     There is no such thing as a salvation from God that does not produce and result in 
conformity to the image of Christ in the believer. Both in time with sanctification and in 
eternity with glorification. Because God has purpose that all those whom He called 
according to His purpose be conformed to the image of His Son.  This word image in verse 
29 is the Greek word ‘εἰκόνος – e’ikonos – 1504, which means a mirror-like representation, 
for example Christ is the very image (e’ikonos) the supreme expression of the Godhead (as 
seen in 2 Corinthians 4:4 and Colossians 1:15).’12 

 

     This Greek word e’ikonos is where we get our English word ‘Icon.’ A word used of seeing 
a likeness of something derived from its source. George Abbott-Smith writes in his Greek 
Lexicon of the New Testament that, ‘there are two Greek words that may be translated 
‘image’ (ομοιωμα), which denotes a resemblance of something, which may even be 
accidental, and this word here, ‘e’ikonos’ which refers to a parental likeness that is 
intentional.’13 Which is the word that the Apostle Paul uses here in Romans 8:29, an 
intentional, stamped, parental likeness purposed by Almighty God. 
 
 
__________________________________________  
11 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28-29. 
 
12 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
1504 - εἰκόνος – e’ikonos’ – determinate. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
13 George Abbott-Smith, A Manual Greek Lexicon of the New Testament. (New York: T&T Clark Ltd., 2005), 131. 
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     This is the purpose of the plan of salvation; as we have already seen God’s two-fold 
purpose for bestowing His grace upon the objects of affection that He has willful chosen in 
Him before the world began.  
 

1. The Glory of the Son: 
2. The Glorification of the Saints: 

 
     Knowing all this, now we come to Romans 8:30, which is the certainty of salvation.  
 
Romans 8:30 
 

30Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He 
also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified.14 
 
     Paul is writing all of this in the past tense; God has chosen us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, predestined us to be conformed to the image of His Son. Redeemed 
us by the blood of Christ, quickened us through the gospel by the power of His Spirit and 
Paul writes all of this in the past tense. Therefore as far as God in concerned, this plan that 
He has foreordained, it is done. This is why the Apostle Paul could write, ‘And raised us up 
with Him, and made us sit with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus:’15 This is the 
purpose of God, for the glory of the Son and the ultimate glorification of the Saints. Jesus 
even said in John 10:17 ‘And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in 
them.’16 
 
     This is all purposed and decreed by God’s Sovereign will of predestination; so if God has 
purposed this and verse 30 shows us our certainty, why would you not trust God for that 
assurance in knowing that He is working together all things for good. Even though this plan 
of grace is for certain, it must be carried out in time. This to will be fulfilled according to 
God’s Sovereign will of predestination. 
 
     Paul begins verse 30 with; ‘and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these 
whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.’17 One 
may ask why the NASB translates this with; ‘and these whom He predestined.’ Because in 
the context this is identifying a limited group of people, a particular group of people. These 
and only these who He predestined will receive this call. This is not a general call, this is an 
effectual call by the gospel of God’s grace through the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit. 
All men get a call in some aspect, whether it be by the gospel, through creation, conscience 
or the commandments. Yet only these who He predestined to be conformed to the image of 
His Son receive the effectual call. Because as you clearly see from the context of this verse 
this call, always, always, results in justification and glorification. 
__________________________________________  
14 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:30. 
 
15 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Ephesians 2:6. 
 
16 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), John 17:10. 
 
17 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 8:30. 
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     This is all we will have time to deal with in this message, is that call. As the predestined 
are the ones to receive this call, many ask well who are they? Those whom He foreknew, 
fore-loved and foreordained and they are the called according to His purpose. When one 
begins to really pray and study they can see how these verse so neatly fit together to 
display just a little of the mystery of His will.  
 
     This effectual call that always bring about justification that finalizes with glorification, 
how does it come? Simple, through the gospel, this call comes to His elect through the 
preaching of the gospel. The Apostle Paul speaks concerning this in First Corinthians 
chapter one as he writes: 
 

     ‘For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with 
wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. 
18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto 
us which are saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, I will destroy 
the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the 
prudent. 20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of 
this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For after 
that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.’18 

    
     We clearly see here that the call to those whom He has predestinated comes only 
through and by the preaching of the gospel. Romans chapter number 10 Paul writes: 
 

     ‘For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 How 
then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they 
to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to 
hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they 
are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the 
good news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah 
says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 17 So faith comes 
from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.’19 

 

     Church, do not miss this because this is where the confusion lies. If you can settle upon 
this, you will have a better understanding of this passage. Paul is not teaching a general call. 
He is in no way telling us that all men will receive the same call. Paul is speaking toward the 
certainty and assurance of the salvation of born again believer in Christ. Because if this text 
was applying to all men, and all men received the same call. Then friends, the context says 
that this call will always ultimately result in the glorification of the one who is called. 
Therefore, we can logically deduct that this call is apart from the general call, and this call is 
not to all men. But unto those who are the called according to His purpose.  
__________________________________________  
18 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Corinthians 
1:17-21. 
 
19 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 10:13-17. 
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     This calling is of God, Jesus speaks of this calling in John chapter six, apart completely 
from the general calling because this calling is through the purposed effectual grace of God. 
Jesus said, ‘No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I 
will raise him up at the last day. 45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of 
God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.’20 
 

     Not all men receive this calling, because this calling produces salvation that ends with 
glorification. The ESV Study Bible notes concerning man’s ability to come to God as; ‘No one 
can come to me, meaning no one is able, (no one has the ability or the power) It is the Greek 
word ‘dynamai’ meaning the power to be able. This implies that no human being in world, 
on his own, has the moral and spiritual ability to come to Christ unless God the Father 
draws them.’21 Jesus validated this point by the means of the effectual calling again in verse 
65 of the same chapter. Jesus said, ‘Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me 
unless it has been granted to him by My Father.’22 
 

     The Apostle Paul speaks more of God’s foreknowledge, His predestinating love and this 
glorious calling unto salvation from 2 Timothy chapter 1. 
 
2 Timothy 1:9 
 
9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world 
began.23 
 
     This is the effectual call of God’s Sovereign Grace by the gospel which has purposed, 
decreed and loving predestinated according to His own will in Christ Jesus before the world 
begin. It is a limited called, it is a particular call, and in fact, this is the only call, which will 
produce salvation and justification resulting in the final product of glorification.  
 
     Jesus tells us in John 10 that He is the door and that ‘The doorkeeper opens it for Him, 
and the sheep hear His voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.’24 This is 
that same call Paul is speaking of in Romans 8:30. His sheep, the called according to His 
purpose. John MacArthur writes, ‘He calls His own sheep by name, this shepherd goes even 
further by calling each sheep by its own special name. Jesus’ point is that He comes unto 
His own messianic fold (those given by the Father). The clear assumption is that they are 
already His sheep, even before He calls them by name and they are made to know it.’25  
 

 

__________________________________________  
20 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 6:44-45. 
 
21 ESV Study Bible Notes, Commentary Notes, ESV Crossway Study Bible, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008), 2035. 
 
22 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 6:65. 
 
23 Ibid., 2 Timothy 1:9. 
 
24 Holman Christian Standard Bible, (Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2009), John 10:3 
 

25 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1569. 
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     These are they that receive such a calling, because they are chosen of God, foreordained 
to eternal life. In God’s gracious love and mercy, He has predestined them to be glorified, 
conformed to the image of His Son. He begins His process in time through this effectual call 
to His sheep.  
 
     This is the importance of doctrine, because other than salvation its self in the heart of the 
believer there is in my opinion no stronger doctrine, no more profound truth and no 
greater assurance than the doctrine of the Sovereignty of God. To know that my God is 
Sovereign, in complete control, and He has purposed my salvation. He called me to be 
glorified in the image of His Son. He called me because He predestined me according to His 
purpose. He predestined me, because . . . . well because He loved me, and it pleased Him to 
do so.  
 
2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 
 
13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, 
because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth: 
 

14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.26 
 
     He called me, I did not call Him first. He chose me, I did not choose Him. Furthermore, He 
first loved me, and that is the only reason I love Him. And for me to know that, and yet still 
dig deeper and deeper into His word and learn of Him. Learn of His Sovereign grace, in that 
He is in control of all things including my salvation and my eternal destiny because He has 
already predestined it according to His own purpose.  
 
     Now I can be like the old Baptist missionary in South America after the devastating 
earthquake. He walks out into the street after the wake of the earthquake and sees all the 
devastation caused, yet he has a smile on his face. One of his friends asked him, ‘how can 
you have a smile one you face in the middle of all of this?’ The missionary replied, ‘Because 
I serve a God that can shake up the world, and even in this, I know that all things are 
working together for good, to those that love Him, who are the called according to His 
purpose.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
26 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 2 Thessalonians 
2:13-14.  
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