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Just a few years ago… a rash of flying accidents for single-engine planes 

occurred across North America. When a comprehensive study was 

conducted of the 44 most recent fatal accidents involving small private 

aircraft… a few lessons stood out. … First… all but one of the accidents 

listed pilot-related causes. … Second… and most surprisingly… 

experienced pilots were responsible for a majority of the accidents.  

A few of the accidents were caused by pilots with less than 150 hours of 

flight time… but over 75 percent of the accidents were caused by pilots with 

over 400 hours of flight time. … Apparently… these pilots assumed that 

because they already had a lot of hours under their belts… they could cut 

corners and get sloppy.  

By contrast… beginning pilots with fewer hours were extremely careful… 

even painstaking in their preflight routines… meticulously inspecting every 

rivet of the airplane. … They did it by the book. … The study concluded that 

pilots who get overconfident and stop pursuing ongoing safety training are 

four times more likely to have a fatal accident. 

Sometimes we as Christians are 400-flying-hour disciples. Accidents take 

place because we stop doing it by the Book. … We stop studying the Word 

of God. … We compromise on devotions …. We slump on allowing the 

standards of Scripture and the Holy Spirit to inspect every "rivet" in our 

hearts and lives. … We give-in and allow wrong thoughts to ruminate in our 

hearts…  We go on day after day cutting corners… wondering why we lose 

power on the climbs… and we stall. … Accidents may often be the 

consequences of thinking we are better… than we actually are! 
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One of Satan's most successful devices is compromise. (And that is what 

we will be talking about this morning.)  … Today we will be studying the 6th 

chapter of Genesis… and we will read about Satan's plan for defeating 

God's people in Noah's day.  It was exactly the same... as it is in our own. 

… We will see that he enticed God’s people (the godly line of Seth which 

are called "the sons of God") to intermarry with whoever they wanted 

(including ungodly women who were descendants of Cain.)  Satan got 

them to abandon their devotion to the Lord… by compromising in their 

thought-life.  

Not much has changed over thousands of years… has it?  Isn’t this the 

same temptation that Christians face today…?  “Go ahead… be friendly 

with the world… love the world… and conform to the world (be just like 

them)… rather than be separated from the world… What’s wrong with a 

little compromise…?” 

We want to be a saint… but we also want to feel every sensation 

experienced by sinners. … … We want to be innocent and pure… but we 

also want to be experienced and taste all of life. … … We want to serve 

the poor and have a simple lifestyle… but we also want all the comforts 

of the rich. … … We want to have the depth afforded by solitude… but 

we also do not want to miss anything. … … We want to pray… but we 

also want to watch television… listen to music… talk to friends… and go 

out. 

Of course… our desire to be conformed to the world… can lead to our 

being "condemned with the world." … Our passage today… is an example 

of this danger. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+12%3A2
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But before we get to it… let me warn you. … (Unquestionably)… Genesis 

6:1–4 is the most demanding passage in Genesis for the interpreter. 

Several words in every verse is a source of an exegetical nightmare.  

Here… let me show you what I mean… 

 

Genesis 6:1-4 

 When Derek was brand new to our church… and I had asked him for the 

first time to fill the pulpit for me (in my absence)… I jokingly asked him to 

preach his sermon on these verses.  … He read it over and said that he 

would do it.  (But once he knew that I was kidding… I think that he opted for 

a passage over in Philippians… instead. … Do you remember that… 

Derek…?)   

So… Derek… I’ve been meaning to ask you… (and I don’t know if this is 

the right time to ask this… or not)… but… who are the “sons of God” and 

“daughters of men”? … What was the nature of their actions in verse 2 

here? … What was God's response in verse 3… (“his days shall be 120 

years”?) … and who are these “Nephilim” and “mighty men who were 

reknown” (in verse 4)?  Are they some kind of supernatural beings…?  And 

are they the offspring of these unnatural unions between the “sons of God” 

and the “daughters of men”? 

 

I am just trying to get Derek ready for a teaching strategy that he has just 

launched with the youth.  Derek is having them write out Bible questions 

that they (or their friends) would like to know (and have him answer.) … 

Pray for Derek… and the kids… that this will produce some great fruit for 

God’s kingdom. 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=ge%206:1-4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=ge%206:2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=ge%206:3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=ge%206:4
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For years I have thought about this passage… and this week I have 

concentrated those thoughts… combining them with thoughts from Bible 

scholars that I deeply respect.  And do you know what…?  There is not 

much consensus on what this all means. 

   

No doubt that the original audience… (when Genesis was first written)… 

understood it clearly. But… today… Godly men… who are great scholars of 

the Bible… cannot all agree as to what the answers are to these 

questions… that I just asked Derek.  … So… by the time that I am finished 

today… if you and I do not agree… I will give you a special dispensation for 

being wrong.  (Or… perhaps… you should give me one.) 

 

In my introduction… I have already given you indications of where I fall on 

most of these questions.  But let me give you some of the background of 

the controversy that exists… because of them.  

 

Of course the earliest to publish their comments about this passage were 

the Jewish rabbis.  Before the year 200 A.D… there wasn’t much 

controversy.  Jewish tradition… rather unanimously understood the phrase 

“the sons of God” as a reference to angelic beings.  And they had good 

reason to believe this. … You see… three other times in the Old 

Testament… theis exact phrase… (“sons of God”) is used (Job 1:6… Job 

2:1… and Job 38:7.) … In each of these other references… it cannot mean 

anything else BUT angelic beings.   

 

So the sons of God in Genesis chapter six… would be seen as fallen 

angelic beings (demons)… who had sexual relations with humans (the 

daughters of men)… and created a supernatural race of beings… called 

“Nephilim.”  Nephilim are understood to be giants… because when we see 
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this term used again in Numbers chapter 13… the Jewish spies (who spied 

the land of Canaan) came back and said that they saw Nephilim.  They 

described them as giants.   

 

Now… during the second and third centuries… both Jewish interpreters 

and Christian interpreters began to wander from this consensus – but in 

different directions. 

 

Jewish commentators took the path of identifying “the sons of god” as 

“rulers”.  In the ancient near East… kings were commonly understood to be 

sons of gods and “nearly gods”… themselves.  These powerful men began 

to take whatever girl they wanted… by force… if necessary.  This included 

women who were from Seth’s godly line of humanity… They were 

encroaching moral perversion on Seth’s pure race… and contributing to the 

earth’s moral decline. Children… who were born from these unholy unions 

progressively became more and more fierce… warlike… and renown for 

their victories in battle.   

 

(Now here is something important)! Nephilim does not mean “giant.”  It 

means “fallen.”   This classification of people had fallen further and further 

away from godliness… and the Bible says in verse 4… that they were 

renown for it.  They were (in the Hebrew language) “gibborim”… which 

means “heroes of old”.  They were famous for their cruel tyranny.   

 

Oh!  And by the way… (something else to note)… when the spies who 

entered Canaan came back and said that Canaan had Nephilim… and that 

they were giants – remember that these reporters were not the most 

trustworthy people.  They exaggerated matters… because they were afraid 

of going into the land.  I am not sure they are credible sources for us to 
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understand “Nephilim” as giants.  Furthermore… (one more thing)…there 

could not have been any Nephilim left for the spies to see… because God 

wiped out every living thing on earth… except those who were on the Ark 

with Noah..     

 

So… from the time of the second and third centuries… Jewish interpreters 

began to see “sons of God” as mortal beings… who ruled other mortal 

beings. … The “sons of god” and the “Nephilim” (who were not the 

supernatural offspring from the “sons of god”)… were viciously fallen and 

depraved warriors… Nephilim were merely the offspring… of the vicious 

rulers from the line of Cain… taking (sometimes by force) any woman they 

wanted… (which included daughters from the godly line of Seth.)  … 

Nephilim only had giant reputations (much larger statuses than the average 

person)… because of their ungodly exploits.      

 

Christian thinkers… however… took a slightly different approach… largely 

influenced by the church patriarch – Augustine.  Augustine is perhaps the 

most influential theologian who has ever lived.  St. Augustine of Hippo lived 

from 354 – 430 A.D.  His writings influenced Western Civilization and 

Christianity more than anything else… (and there isn’t even a close 

second.) …  His most famous writing is “The City of God.”   

 

This rather lengthy piece of theology literature contrasts the line of Cain as 

trying to establish a city for themselves without God.  Seth’s 

descendants… however are looking for a city… without foundations… 

whose founder and architect is God. (Hence… the title for his famous 

work… “The City of God.”)   
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Augustine proposed that there is a contrast between the line of Cain and 

the line of Seth… that runs through the entire Bible - as a major theme.   

The godless (you see) always try to build utopia without God.  They set 

their own foundations.  They are their own architects. … But the godly (on 

the other-hand) build their lives on the hope of God’s promise - to one day 

restore Eden… which eventually takes the form… as pictured in Revelation 

21… as the holy city (the New Jerusalem) coming down to earth.   

 

From the time of Augustine’s writings… “the sons of God” has been 

understood (by many) as simply… the (human) godly line of descendants 

from Seth.  Those who believe as Augustine did… differ from the 2nd 

Century Jewish thinkers… and do not see “the sons of god” as “rulers.”  

(Genesis 6:1-4 is just the case of the two lines of humans… the godly and 

the ungodly… blending together – without any involvement of angelic 

beings… or vicious rulers.) 

 

However… there still are many Christians today… who hold to the earliest 

understanding… that the “sons of God” were demonic angels.     

 

I am in Augustine’s camp.  … … Genesis six is showing us the reason why 

God sent the flood.  He is judging mankind.  Mankind gets wiped out.  … 

But in the earliest view… (the view held prior to 200 A.D.) the demons are 

the offenders.  They are the initiators.  This does not make a very good 

explanation for why God needed to judge mankind with the flood.     

 

Our context today… is Genesis chapters 4 and 5… which reveal that two 

streams of people were developing upon earth... 

• the godly stream (line) who worshipped and served God. 
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• the ungodly stream (line) who neglected and denied God and who   

  lived unrighteous lives. 

 

The godly walked with God. …  The ungodly walked after the flesh and the 

things of this world. … So… our passage this morning… discusses the 

corruption of the godly line… which is the reason for the coming flood of 

Noah.   

 

Believers… (those who followed God)… compromised by marrying 

unbelievers.  … The result was the same - as it has always been down 

through history.  The ungodly pulled the godly down, leading them into 

a life of sin and wickedness. We shall soon see… that the godly line 

became corrupted… so corrupted… that God had to destroy the whole 

human race. 

 

The godly (according to verse two)… fed their minds with lust. … Observe 

what they began to notice here in verse two: that the women were 

attractive.  They saw them as fair… beautiful… and shapely. They focused 

their thoughts upon their physical beauty… and they desired them.  

 

So here is what I believe is being said. … Godly men started looking at 

women a different way.  They focused their thoughts on outward 

appearance.  They started placing a focused attention on ALL daughters of 

men (which by the way - included the ungodly… worldly women… the 

descendants of Cain.)  They minimized the inward… spiritual beauty. … So 

they did not control their eyes… or their thoughts. … “Yaow-za-dowza!… I 

know that she is worldly… but she sure looks goooood!”  … … Verse two 
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concludes: “…and they took as their wives any”… (including the ungodly)… 

“any they chose.”   

 

They compromised. … They looked and saw… and fed their minds upon 

the worldly and immoral…  They completely ignored God… and the more 

important inward beauty… (which is godly character)… and they went 

about doing their own thing… satisfying the lusts of their flesh. They 

refused to control and deny their carnal lusts. 

 

The picture… here… is that believers were turning away from God… and 

beginning to live like the world. … God's will… and demand for purity… and 

godliness - was totally forgotten. … The human race was losing its godly 

line of believers.  Practically everyone was living an ungodly and immoral 

life… doing his own thing… living like he wished.  … And this all started 

with compromised thinking. 

… … … … … … … … … 

 

(LISTEN!) … When marriages are unholy… society is on the road to 

degradation and destruction.  Do you know any culture that is like this 

today…? 

 

Genesis 6:3 

 

I think that… in order for us to understand what this verse means… we 

must remember that there was great preaching going on during these days: 

• Adam lived for 930 years. He no doubt proclaimed the truth of God: 

the perfection of the original creation, his own sin and fall, the 

promised Savior, and the absolute necessity of obedience and 

sacrifice in approaching God. Adam (no doubt) taught, preached, and 
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warned his children and grandchildren and their descendents for 930 

years. 

 

And then… here are some things we saw in last week’s passage: 

 

• Enoch preached and warned the world of their ungodly deeds and of 

the coming judgment of God upon all ungodliness (Jude 14, 15). 

• Methuselah's very name (which means “when he dies it will come”) 

stood as a reminder of coming judgment. He was also most likely a 

preacher. 

• Noah (we know because of 2 Peter 2:5)… was a preacher of 

righteousness… warning the people up to the very end. 

 

These are just the preachers we know about… there were probably others. 

But… in the final analysis… the witness and warning of the preachers was 

to no avail… not for the mass of mankind. Most people refused to heed the 

warning of God through the preachers. The people marched right along… 

with their sinful and ungodly ways. The result was this: God became 

disturbed… (very disturbed)… and He warned man. God gave man two 

warnings. 

 

#1. God would withdraw His Spirit: His Spirit would not always strive with 

man, not forever. The preachers were warning the people… and the Spirit 

of God was doing just what He does with people today - convicting them of 

sin and of coming judgment. … However… the people were resisting and 

quenching the convictions of the Spirit. … They were not listening to the 

voice of God struggling within their hearts. They wanted to live like they 

wanted… to do their own thing. 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jude+1%3A14-15
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# 2. God's grace was limited: judgment was coming. … God gave man one 

hundred and twenty years to repent. … God warned man… (apparently 

through Noah)… that His grace would flow… for only a designated time 

longer.  And then He started a time clock with a count-down of 120 years… 

and then judgment would fall… unless man repented. God was giving man 

one last chance. 

 

He sends His Spirit to illuminate the darkened mind… to admonish man’s 

conscience… to prompt and strengthen spiritual steadfastness… and to 

bring back the heart… the confidence… and the affection to God.   

 

The Holy Spirit is the restrainer of sin in the world. Our Lord is patient… 

but… if we continue to resist the Lord and be hard-hearted,…God 

sometimes lets us have our own way… and He simply lets sin take its toll 

on our lives.  

 

The Lord pleads with us to surrender to Him. Yet… when we resist and 

resist His pleas… His voice seems to get softer and softer… as we get 

harder and harder. … Eventually… the restraining influence of the Holy 

Spirit will be removed. 

 

Genesis 6:5 

 

Great wickedness does not only mean that sin multiplied… it also means 

that sin became more extreme and terrible. Sin became...  more mean and 

vile…  more immoral and perverse…  more destructive and terrifying… 

more gross and heinous.  … The wickedness of man had swept the earth—

swept every place where man was. (How much like today!)  
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Please look at the relationship this verse places on this great evil… and 

improper thinking. … People have a tendency to de-emphasize the 

importance of our thoughts. … But we are what we think. Our thought life is 

the foundation of our conduct.  

So much in our society is aimed at corrupting the thoughts of man — 

television… movies… the internet… books… magazines… pornography.  

… Because once a person's thought life is corrupted… it will corrupt 

everything else about the person. 

(LISTEN)… as a believer in Christ… you are part of this godly line of Seth.  

You are to be distinctive from the rest of the world… which is in the line of 

Cain.  Take every thought captive to obey Christ… as 2 Corinthians 10:5 

declares every believer should be doing. 

Genesis 6:6 

 

The Hebrew word for "grieved" (yinnahem) means to pant… groan… 

lament… or grieve… because of the misery of others or of oneself. 

 

God is no robot. We know Him as a personal… living God… not a static 

principle…  And God is not like a dispassionate accountant overseeing the 

books of human activity.  He engages intimately with His creation. … We 

see Him here… experiencing a sorrowful loss.  … Our God is incomparably 

affected by… and even pained by the sinner's rebellion.  

Genesis 6:7 
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When God says, "I will" it is as good as done. What He says, He will do. 

God's Word does not fail. Men may laugh at the certainty of judgment… but 

the laughing will stop when judgment comes. 

… … … … … … … … … … … 

 

God had promised to Adam and Eve — a godly seed of believers through 

whom a Savior would come and deliver man from the sin and death of this 

earth. … The Savior was to restore man to his original world of perfection 

and to face to face fellowship with God. If God was going to destroy the 

earth, who would carry on the godly line of believers so that the Savior 

could be born? Who would God save through the destruction of the world in 

order to carry on the godly line? 

There was one man who would remain true to God up until the day of his 

death. That man was Noah. "Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord" 

 

Genesis 6:8 

 

The Hebrew word for favor is ḥēn and it is also translated as “grace.” … 

God showered His grace and His favor upon Noah. God had mercy upon 

Noah and chose Noah to be the person to be saved through the coming 

judgment. 

 

Now… this is the first time that “grace” or “favor” is mentioned in the Bible.  

Isn’t it incredible… that it is right here… that the precious concept of “grace” 

is seen for the first time in God’s Word…? … It is when the sin of the 

creature had reached its climax… that Grace was exercised and 

displayed. … From the very beginning of man’s history… we are taught that 

it is nothing within man… which deserves God’s kind attention to be given 
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to us. … (Grace means UN-earned favor… UN-deserved kindness or 

treatment.) 

 

Grace is what saved Noah and his family.  (And listen to this…) Everybody 

who has ever been saved from sin… has been saved "by grace, through 

faith"… … This includes every one of the Old Testament saints! Nobody 

was ever saved by bringing a sacrifice… by keeping the Law… or by doing 

good works. … Salvation is a gracious gift that can be rejected or received 

by faith. 

 

Let your heart be captivated by this concept of grace!  It is the only thing 

that will motivate you… not to allow spiritual compromise in your life.  (You 

see)… being grateful for His grace toward you… is the key for taking every 

thought captive to the obedience of Christ. … So start by flooding your 

heart and soul with a sense of how undeserving you are of God’s kind 

attention… and especially of the salvation He gives to you… as a free gift.  

Then… in thankfulness… take every thought captive to the obedience of 

Christ… and let it translate into Godly behavior. 

 

"Take every thought captive" the apostle Paul declared …. Why? … 

Because he knew the mind is the root issue… the systematic cause of all 

moral failures. The mind begins the process of every action we take.  

Therefore we can know that… the character of a man's thoughts… has 

much to do with success or failure… in the spiritual life. He is influenced by 

what he thinks. 

 

Philippians 4:8 (ESV)  
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 
just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, 
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if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things.  

 

We are what we think. Our thought life is the foundation of our conduct. If 

you are ready to stop compromising… the truth of Phil. 4:8 is your way out.  


