
Membership Class #3: “What Is Covenant Theology?”

I. Covenants in the Bible

The Covenant in the days of Noah - Genesis 6:
17  For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the
breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. 18  But I will establish my
covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’
wives with you.

The Covenant in the days of Abraham - Genesis 15:
17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming
torch passed between these pieces. 18  On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram,
saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates, 19  the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20  the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21  the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.”

The Covenant in the days of Moses - Exodus 34:
10 And he said, “Behold, I am making a covenant. Before all your people I will do marvels,
such as have not been created in all the earth or in any nation. And all the people among whom
you are shall see the work of the LORD, for it is an awesome thing that I will do with you.

The Covenant in the days of King David - Psalm 132:
11 The LORD swore to David a sure oath  from which he will not turn back:  “One of the sons
of your body  I will set on your throne. 12  If your sons keep my covenant  and my testimonies
that I shall teach them,  their sons also forever shall sit on your throne.”

The Covenant in the days of Jesus - Jeremiah 31:
31  “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32  not like the covenant that I made with their
fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33  But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they
shall be my people.

II. The Covenant Dynamic

1. God himself graciously establishes the covenant relationship.

2. God binds himself to his people with promises, and his people to himself by commands.

3. There are two possible responses to being in covenant with God.

4. There are two possible outcomes of being in covenant with God.



III. The Grace of the Covenant

1. All that our covenant-breaking deserves, God bears for us.
Isaiah 53:

4 Surely he has borne our griefs  and carried our sorrows;  yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted. 5  But he was wounded for our transgressions;  he was crushed
for our iniquities;  upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,  and with his stripes
we are healed. 6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own
way;  and the LORD has laid on him  the iniquity of us all.

Romans 3:
23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24  and are justified by his grace as a
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25  whom God put forward as a propitiation
by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his
divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26  It was to show his righteousness at the
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

2. All that our covenant-keeping requires, God works in us.
Ezekiel 36:

25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and
from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26  And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I
will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of
flesh. 27  And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be
careful to obey my rules.

Hebrews 13:
20  Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21  equip you with everything good
that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ,
to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

IV. The Children of the Covenant

1. The prophets who announced the new covenant included children in it.
Isaiah 59:

20  “And a Redeemer will come to Zion,  to those in Jacob who turn from transgression,”
declares the LORD. 21  “And as for me, this is my covenant with them,” says the LORD: “My
Spirit that is upon you, and my words that I have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of your
mouth, or out of the mouth of your offspring, or out of the mouth of your children’s offspring,”
says the LORD, “from this time forth and forevermore.” (see also Jeremiah 32: 36-39, Ezekiel
37: 24-27)

2. Jesus’ ministry of the new covenant included children in it.
Luke 18:

15 Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when the
disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16  But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children
come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 17  Truly, I say to
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.”



3. The apostles’ proclamation of the new covenant included children in it.
Acts 2:

38  And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39  For
the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the
Lord our God calls to himself.”

4. The apostles’ teaching for the new covenant community included children in it.
Ephesians 6:

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2  “Honor your father and mother”
(this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go well with you and that you
may live long in the land.” 4  Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up
in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

5. The new covenant community continues to include both the saved and the unsaved.
Hebrews 10:

28  Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or
three witnesses. 29  How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one
who has spurned the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was
sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?

V. The Signs of the Covenant

1. Two kinds of covenant signs...

2. Representing both aspects of God’s covenant word.

VI. Implications of Covenant Theology for Church Life

1.

2.

3.


