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Well , that  real ly is our test imony today , how great  God is . And that 's real ly 

at  the heart  of al l  worship , it  i s the magnificat ion and the exal tation of the 

name of our great  God , that  God is al l -glorious in His being, He's perfect  in 

al l  of His ways . And so when the church gathers , we should always be 

singing, "How great  Thou art ," no mat ter what  the hymn or the chorus is . 

And we want  to be known as a church that  has a high view of God . We take 

God very serious here, and i t  i s in the fear of the Lord that  we actual ly 

come to experi ence the joy of the Lord ;  and so we declare God's greatness 

this day. If  you're new to our church , and we're thrilled i f  you are , we are 

going verse by verse through the book of Genesis . I t 's a l engthy book of 50 

chapters , and we are taking our t ime as we go verse by verse through this 

book, and we are finding so many relevant  truths for our Christian l ives . 

And so we thank God that  this was recorded  so long ago .   

 

Just  a bi t  of background:  Moses is the author of this book , and he recorded 

it  during the 40 years of wi lderness wanderings in the wi lderness some 

1,400 years before the coming of Christ , and God gave Moses special  

insight  and revelat ion into all  of these t ruths . Some of i t  was wri tten down, 

some of i t  was oral  t radit ion , but  the various means that  God used to get  

this informat ion to Moses , Moses recorded i t  under divine inspirat ion with 

perfect  accuracy .  

 

So, we come today to Genesis chapter 19 and we're looking at  verses 27 to 

38 today. The t it le of this message is "A Family Affai r ." I  want  to begin 

reading in verse 27 :  "Now Abraham arose early in the morning and went  to 

the place where he had stood before the Lord;  and he looked down toward 
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Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward al l  the land of the val ley, and he saw, and 

behold, the smoke of the land ascended l ike the smoke of a furnace.  Thus i t  

came about , when God dest royed the ci t ies of the val ley, that  God 

remembered Abraham, and sent  Lot  out  of the midst  of the overthrow, when 

He overthrew the ci t ies in which Lot  l ived.   

 

"Lot  went  up from Zoar , and st ayed in the mountains, and his two daughters 

wi th him; for he was afraid to stay in Zoar;  and he stayed in a cave, he and 

his two daughters. Then the fi rstborn said to the younger, 'Our father i s old, 

and there is not  a man on earth to come in to us after the manner of the 

earth. Come, l et  us make our father drink wine, and let  us l ie down with 

him that  we may preserve our family through our father. '  So they made thei r 

father drink wine that  night , and the fi rstborn went  in and lay with her 

father;  and he did not  know when she lay down or when she arose.  

 

"On the following day, the fi rstborn said to the younger, 'Behold, I  lay last  

night  with my father;  let  us make him drink wine tonig ht  also;  then you go 

in and lie wi th him, that  we may preserve our family through our father. ' So 

they made thei r father drink wine that  night also, and the younger arose and 

lay wi th him; and he did not  know when she lay down or when she arose. 

Thus both the daughters of Lot  were wi th child by thei r father.  

 

"The fi rstborn bore a son, and cal led his name Moab;  he is the father of the 

Moabi tes to this day. As for the younger, she also bore a son, and cal led his 

name Ben-ammi;  he is the father of the sons o f Ammon to this day." This i s 

the reading of God's Word. Let  us go to the Lord in prayer .  

 

[Prayer] Father , what  a graphic passage this i s that  we have read . And You 

say al l  Scripture is inspired by You, and is profi table for teaching and for 

reproof and for instruct ion . And so we asked for the minist ry of the Holy 

Spiri t  today to take from this passage and bring it  home to each and every 

one of us at  the points of need that  we have here today . As we are gathered , 

there are many countless needs represented  even in each individual  l ife . 

And Lord, I  pray from this one text  of Scripture that  You would connect  i t  

to our lives that  we would learn from i t  various lessons . I  pray that  You'd 

make i t  profitable in our ears this day . I  pray that  You would bless each and 

every one who has come as they si t  under the Word of God, and I pray that  

the Scripture would have extraordinary effect  in our lives . For those wi thout  

Christ  today , I  pray the wind of heaven would blow and there would be a 

sovereign regenerat ion . And I pray for those of us who are born again that  
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You would use this to sanct i fy us even further . So father ,  we look to You 

wi th great  expectat ion and ant icipation . We pray this in Jesus ' name. Amen . 

[End]  

 

The t it le of this message again is "A Family Affai r ."  In these verses we see 

that  famil ies can be a breeding ground for sin . Famil ies are ei ther a l it tle bit  

of heaven or a l i ttle bit  of hell , and usual ly not  much in -between . And when 

families are good , they are very good;  and when families are bad , they can 

be very bad . There are dynamics that  occur wi thin a family . There are 

dynamics that  occur behind the closed doors of a family that  can exasperate 

sin and cause sin to bring much harm.  

 

At  the head of a family is a father , and a father wi thout  moral  standards 

usual ly creates a home without  moral  standards , and raises chi ldren without  

moral  standards;  and except  for the grace of  God , bad famil ies continue to 

go in that  di rect ion . The apple rarely fal l s far from the t ree . Even as we 

look at  this passage today, no doubt , among us here today there are many 

who were raised in a very di fficult  family situation in which there may have 

been an abusive father . There may have been such low standards of morals 

that  you have grown up wi th many scars and much di ffi culty . And such is 

the real i ty , sadly, of l ife. And so as we look at  this passage , this passage is 

al l  too close to home for some here today , and I understand that ;  and I t rust  

that  God wi ll  use this in your l ife through what  i s said to bring great  

encouragement .  

 

Now what  we see in this passage is the case of Lot  and his two daughters . 

Lot  was a horrible father who compromised wi th the world in Sodom , and i t  

had a last ing effect  upon his two daughters ,  who compromised wi th the 

world as wel l . These two daughters had loose morals because they were 

raised in a ci ty wi th despicable morals , and had a father who was a 

compromiser .  And they in many ways are the product  of the home in which 

they were raised  –  a mother who looked back wi th longing and affect ion 

for Sodom and Gomorrah and the l i festyle there when she was told to leave . 

Imagine the influence of having Lot  as your father and this woman as your 

mother who was turned into a pi llar of sal t .  

 

And these two daughters were engaged to two men who did not  escape the 

fi re of Sodom and Gomorrah , and i t  i s likely to be assumed that  they were 

unbel ievers . And so this home is real ly a t rain wreck in many ways . And we 

see here the sin of incest  which was committed , st rangely enough , instigated 
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not  by the father , but  by the daughters , which shows what  a low l i fe the 

daughters were . And this i s a bizarre scene of wicked depravi ty that  i s put  

on display . But  God in His wisdom chose to have this included in the 

Scripture, and He chose to have i t  included here for a reason :  one, for us to 

see how important  famil ies are ;  and when famil ies go south , they usual ly 

take the chi ldren with them; and accept  but  for the grace of God , those 

chi ldren would continue to follow the example of a father and a mother who 

are going thei r own way .  

 

And we l ive in a world that  i s surrounded by al l  kinds of sexual  

perversions, and you may be thinking , "Now I come to church and I hear 

about  more sexual  perversion ." Wel l , this i s here that  we would be reminded 

that  the Bible addresses al l  the issues of l i fe , that  the Bible tel l s it  like i t  

i s;  the Bible does not  t ry to spray perfume on the charact ers in the 

Scripture, but  shows them with feet  of cl ay , shows them with al l  thei r 

f laws, that  we would understand that  we l ive in an imperfect  world , and we 

are surrounded with this kind of iniquity .  

 

I  need to set  the scene as we step into this . Lot  has just  escaped Sodom and 

Gomorrah wi th his two daughters. His wife was told not  to look back at  

Sodom as they were l eaving;  and sure enough , she turned around and looked 

back wi th longing for Sodom, having to leave behind that  adulterous and 

wicked ci ty;  and God just  turned her into a pillar of sal t , and i t  revealed 

that  her heart  was ent i rely in the wrong place . And as they have now 

escaped , the angels have told Lot  to go to the mountains to escape to the 

high ground. And Lot  did not  want  to go to the mountains , Lot  wanted to go 

to one of f ive ci t ies that  was  to be dest royed along with Sodom and 

Gomorrah . And the angels al lowed Lot  to have his way , and he went  to the 

town of Zoar ;  and whi le he was in Zoar , that  therefore caused that  ci ty to 

escape the fi re that  fel l  on Sodom and Gomorrah .  

 

So we pick up the scene here we just  saw last  week in verses 24 and 25 and 

26, just  the horrible scene of God bringing down literal  f i re and sul furic 

brimstone down upon these ci t ies and just  literal ly decimat ing those ci ties . 

And so we pick up this unfolding narrat ive that  continues to unfold . There's 

so much in this chapter there's just  no way to real ly look at  the ent i re 

chapter in one set ting .  

 

I  want  you to note, beginning in verse 27 , " the sobering scene ," because this 

i s one sobering scene . I t  i s graphic. I t  i s high-impact . And in verse 27 we 
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read , "Now Abraham rose early in the morn ing " –  and the reason he rose 

early is he wants to see what  has happened in Sodom and Gomorrah  –  "and 

so he went  to the place where he had stood before the Lord ." That  i s before 

his t ent , which is in elevated terrain about  3,000 feet  above sea l evel , and 

Sodom and Gomorrah are way down in the val ley , much closer to sea level . 

There's dramat ic change in el evat ion in this part  of the world in the Middle 

East ;  which Israel  i s about  the si ze of Dal las-Fort  Worth , and so i t 's al l  just  

compact  in a smal l  area . And you can be on top of a mountain and look 

down towards Sodom and Gomorrah and actual ly see Sodom and Gomorrah 

from some distance away , Sodom and Gomorrah being on the east  side of 

the Dead Sea.  

 

And it  says, "he looked down toward" –  verse 28 –  "he looked down 

toward Sodom and Gomorrah ,"  –  and we understand why he looked down , 

he's looking down from 3,000 feet  down into the val ley where Sodom and 

Gomorrah was , and he says –  "and toward al l  the land of the val ley ," –  

which would be the low plains . And it 's more than just  Sodom and 

Gomorrah , there's two other ci t ies as wel l  there that  Deuteronomy talk 

about , and i t  says –  "and he saw and beheld ."  

 

The fact  that  "he saw" means that  –  i t 's a Hebrew word that  means "he saw 

with inspect ion ," "he saw with percept ion ," "he was analyzing what  he saw 

very careful ly ." And then the word "beheld" indicates that  there was a sense 

of shock and awe, astonishment  and amazement  at  what  he saw. And what  

he saw, i t  says here , "the smoke of the land  ascended l ike the smoke of a 

furnace." As Abraham looked down from the highlands it  looked like an 

atomic bomb had been dropped on Sodom and Gomorrah , and that  God had 

li teral ly torched those two ci ties and reduced the ci t ies to ashes . Everything 

just  mel ted down. Everything was just  reduced to ashes , and the ent i re ci ties 

were ent i rely gone –  men , women , chi ldren, babies;  everything . And al l  

that  i s left  i s an ascending ring of smoke that  i s cl i mbing upward , because 

al l  the people and al l  the buildings had been burned to a crisp . And i t  al l  

took place instantly , immediately . I t  was almost  l ike hel l  fi re fel l  out  of 

heaven and just  dropped upon those ci ties because of thei r homosexual i ty 

and because of thei r gross iniquity that  would surround that  l icent ious sin .  

 

In verse 29 , "Thus i t  came about  when God dest royed ," –  that  word means 

He ut terly obliterat ed , He ut terly ruined the ci t ies of the val ley  –  "that  

God remembered Abraham, and sent  Lot  ou t of the midst  of the overthrow ." 

And what  that  means is , earl ier in chapter 18 you remember Abraham said , 

"If there are fi f ty righteous, would You spare Sodom and Gomorrah?" and 

God said , "Yes." "If there's forty-five?" "Yes." "Forty? Thirty? Twenty? 
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Ten?" And there were not  even ten righteous people in those ci t ies .  And so 

God had compassion upon Lot  to get  him out  of town before the bottom 

dropped, before the skies came crashing down upon that  ci ty .  

 

And at  the end of verse 29 , "when He" –  God –  "overthrew the ci t ies in 

which Lot  lived ." And so here is Abraham looking down from 3,000 feet  

upon just  smoke and ashes , charred bodies . And what  Abraham is learning 

here is what  you and I need to learn . Abraham is having a crash course in 

the seriousness of sin . Abraham is learning , long before Paul  wi ll  write the 

book of Romans , that  the wages of sin is death . Abraham is learning what  

Ezekiel  would wri te centuries later , that  "the soul  that  sins , i t  shal l  surely 

die." Abraham is learning that  God is  far more than a God of love, that  God 

is far more than a God of compassion and mercy , that  God is a holy God , as 

we just  sung to begin this service , that  God is holy and that  God is 

r ighteous, and that  the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against  al l  

unrighteousness and ungodliness of men , which is Romans 1:18 . Abraham is 

learning this as he is seeing and beholding . He is learning that  God sweeps 

away the wicked into dest ruct ion , and that  God is a God of judgment .  

 

This i s a l esson about  God that  you and I must  learn as wel l , and remember . 

And before we move on to the rest  of this narrat ive , let  us tarry here just  

for a moment  and observe what  Abraham observed :  the smoke rising from 

Sodom and Gomorrah . And let  us perceive the wrath of God upon al l  sin. 

And let  us remember that  there wi ll  never be a sin ever commit ted in all  of 

human history that  will  not  be met  wi th the full  wrath of God . From the 

time of Adam, to the last  sin that  wi ll  be committed at  the end of the age , 

not  one sin –  hear this –  not  one sin will  go unpunished wi th all  of the 

force of the wrath of a holy God .  

 

Every sin in the history of the world will  be punished ei ther in the 

unbel iever in hel l  forever or was punished in Christ  upon the cross for al l  

those for whom He died . But  no sin will  be ever passed over , and no sin 

wi ll  ever be swept  under the carpet ,  and no sin will  be given a free pass . 

And what  we see here is God pull ing back the vei l  just  for a brief moment  

to see what  wi ll  take place at  the end of this age in the great  t r ibulat ion , 

what  wi ll  take place in eterni ty and hell  forever , and just  for a brief moment  

to pull  back that  vei l  and to have some smal l  sense of what  fel l  upon Jesus 

Christ  upon the cross as  He bore our sins , and the Father brought  all  of His 

wrath down upon His Son as He bore our sins upon that  cross and became a 

curse for us . This i s l ike peering through a smal l  keyhole and being able to 

view the cross and to see the fi re of God's wrath consume His Son , as He 

who knew no sin was made to be sin for us . And here is but  looking through 
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a smal l  l ittle peephole into hel l  it sel f  and to seeing the fury of God 

unleashed throughout  al l  of the ages to come upon sin .  

 

Now this i s an important  passage of Scripture . And we need to be God-

fearing people;  and God-fearing people underst and the righteous indignat ion 

of a holy God against  al l  sin . God is not  playing pat ty -cake here. And God 

is the same yesterday , today . and forever . He is the God who was , and who 

is, and who shal l  be. And a passage l ike this should cause each and every 

one of us to sit  up st raight  and to have reverence and awe for God .  

 

The next  thing I want  you to note is in verse 30 , "the shi ft ing locat ion , the 

shi ft ing locat ion." Verse 30, "Lot  went  up from Zoar ." Now the fact  that  he 

went  up means he is cl imbing in elevat ion , and the reason he is cl imbing in 

elevat ion is , i t  says , "He stayed in the mountains ." You can see that  in verse 

30:  "Lot  went  up from Zoar , and stayed in the mountains ." Now this i s 

where God through the angels origin al ly told Lot  to go , to the mountains. 

And Lot  did not  want  to go to the mountains . Lot  thought  he had a bet ter 

idea, he thought  he had a bet ter plan for his li fe . And so the angels , for 

whatever reason , acquiesced and al lowed him to go to Zoar .  

 

Now Zoar was one of f ive ci t ies , two of which were Sodom and Gomorrah , 

that  were marked out  for this dest ruct ion of f i re and brimstone to fal l  upon 

it . But  because Lot  went  to Zoar , Zoar was spared . Because of one righteous 

man in the ci ty the ent i re ci ty was spared from the judgment  of God . But  he 

has been here now for a short  period of time , and he wants to leave , and he 

does leave, and he goes up to the mountains where God told him to go the 

fi rst  place to begin with .  

 

"And he brought  his two daughters wi th  him," –  i t  says –  "for he was 

afraid to stay in Zoar ." And the reason that  he was afraid to stay in Zoar , 

it 's not  stated in the text , but  it  i s to be reasonably understood is that  Zoar 

was a town as godless and wicked as Sodom and Gomorrah , that  was 

infested wi th the cancerous plague of al l  of the foul  sins that  were in Sodom 

and Gomorrah ;  and as he is here, Zoar is too evi l  even for Lot  to stay . And 

so he understands i f  the judgment  fel l  on Sodom and Gomorrah , then the 

judgment  could likely fall  on Zoar as wel l , and, "I need to get  out  of town ." 

And so he reflects and remembers that  he was originally supposed to go to 

the mountains, and he real izes he's gone to a cesspool  of iniquity . Even Lot  

recognizes this .  
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"So he goes to the mountains with his two daughters ." Now please note , his 

wife is not  here because she has l iteral ly been turned into a pil lar of sal t , 

and she's in hel l  now. And the two daughters had two fiancés and they were 

to be married , but  they were burned al ive back in Sodom because they we re 

unbel ievers as wel l . So these daughters are longing to be married to two 

unbel ievers , and they had a godless mother ,  and they had a father who's a 

compromiser .  But  Lot  has at  least  enough sense he needs to get  out  of Zoar 

and get  back to where God originally was sending him to go . So he takes his 

two daughters wi th him because he was afraid to stay in Zoar . And i t  says , 

"and he st ayed in a cave , he and his two daughters ."  

 

Now here's what  Lot  i s learning  –  and it 's what  a lot  of us need to learn  –  

that  once Lot  had what  he wanted , he didn't want  what  he had . And the 

angels told Lot  to flee to the mountains . but Lot  wanted to go to Zoar ;  so 

once he goes to Zoar , he doesn't  want  Zoar anymore , he wants to go to the 

mountains. And there's  a lesson for u s to learn here as wel l , that  somet imes 

we think we know what  we want  and that  it 's bet ter than what  God would 

have for us. And God gives us enough rope at  t imes almost  to hang 

ourselves . He gives us enough rope to fal ter and fai l , to wake up once we 

real ize where we are and what  we've had . "I need to get  back to where God 

wants me to be and where God was sending me ." So many times when we 

have what  we want , we don't  want  what  we have, and we should have paid 

at tent ion to God to begin with . We should have l i stened to God from the 

very outset , because God knows what  i s best  for our l ives .  

 

And surely there is appl icat ion for many of us here today in your own 

individual  situat ion . Even as I 'm saying these words , this i s connect ing and 

registering with many of you , and you are saying , "Yeah , that 's me, that 's 

where I am." And i f that  i s the case , then you need to exi t  and to get  to be 

where God has originally intended to send you to be . This may involve a 

relat ionship . This may involve work . This may involve school . Only you 

know, you and God.  

 

So this leads to verse 31 , "the sinister plot ." Verse 31, "Then the firstborn" –  

that 's the oldest daughter – "said to the younger ," – the oldest daughter i s 

taking the lead here, she's older . She has, no doubt , been a part  of even 

raising the younger daughter . So the older daughter , firstborn , takes the lead 

and says to the younger daughter her younger sister , "Our father is old" –  

meaning, "he's a bit  slow to respond , and we can put some things past him. 

He's not  as fast , he's not as quick , he's not as sharp as he used to be , he's 

getting older" –  "and there is not  a man on earth to come in to us ." That  is 

an allusion to sexual  intercourse .  
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"There 's not  a man on earth to come in  to us, because al l  the men in Sodom 

and Gomorrah and the other two ci ties have been burned to a crisp , and 

we're never going to be married , and we're never going to have chi ldren ." 

And Moses adds , "after the manner of the earth ," meaning the normal  

pat tern , wi th the except ion of cel ibacy is for a woman to marry a man and a 

man to marry a woman , and out  of that  relat ionship the woman would 

conceive and bear a chi ld . That 's just  normal . Anything other than that  i s 

abnormal  –  a man to a man , or a woman to a woman .  

 

So in verse 32 , here's this diabolical  plot :  "Come." The older daughters i s 

being very persuasive. "Come, let  us," and the word "us" really captures my 

attention . They're both in this together . Both the daughters are conspiring and 

working together;  it 's two against one, the two of them with thei r father . 

"Come, let  us make our father drink wine , and let  us lie with him" –  we 

understand what that  means , that 's an allusion to sexual relationship  –  " that  

we may preserve our family through our father ."  

 

What  a wicked and twisted plot  to have chi ldren , that  they would lie wi th 

thei r own father to be impregnated , and that  Lot  would be both the father 

and the grandfather of this offspring . And this shows how much Sodom and 

Gomorrah had influenced them . And let  us all  be aware , the world is 

influencing us to one degree or another , whether i t 's one percent  or a far 

higher percent ;  and that 's why Paul  wri tes in Romans 12:2 , "not  to be 

squeezed into the mold of this world ." I  mean , we have to put  up resistance . 

There has to be a fi rewal l  around us concerning the morals and the values of 

the world .  

 

Wel l , they had adopted the perverse l i festyle of those two evi l  ci ties , and 

they probably had known of this sin taking place wi th neighbors , wi th 

friends, wi th other young women . This probably didn't  just  pop into thei r 

mind out  of nowhere that  this was real ly accepted behavi or in Sodom and 

Gomorrah for daughters to seduce thei r fathers . And so this i s an indicat ion 

of, real ly , even other sins that  were taking place in Sodom and Gomorrah . 

No wonder God brought  fi re down from heaven and just  wiped it  out  

completely .  

 

Now here is the carnal  thinking of these two daughters . And just  to t ry to 

make this pract ical  for us , this was thei r thinking , and you've heard i t  

before, that  the end justi fies the means . They had a worthy end , which is to 
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have chi ldren , but  the means was corrupt . The means was the seduct ion of 

thei r own father and luring him into sin . And the immoral ity that  they 

committed against  thei r own father , thei r mindset  was so compromised that  

this i s how they operat ed , that  the end justi fies the means . And so these 

daughters threw principle out  the window and part icipated in this gross , 

despicable sin , because they thought , "Wel l , we have the right  end . 

Whatever path we need to take to get  to this end would be acceptable ."  

 

And we need to hear this as wel l , we need to learn from this , that  a worthy 

end does not  justi fy a li ttle white l ie , that  a worthy end does not  justi fy 

shading the t ruth , that  a worthy end does no t  justi fy cheat ing on an expense 

account  or cheat ing on income t ax so that  you would have more money t o 

give to the church . A worthy end does not  just ify fai ling to do what  you 

actual ly said you would do . For your yes to be yes and your no to be no , 

and anything beyond that  i s evi l , we need to be reminded that  the end does 

not  just ify the means , that  the means must  be right  to glorify God to 

accomplish the highest  end .  

 

So, this leads to verse 33 , "the shameful  acts ." And I real ly wish I didn't  

even have to read these verses , because these two daughters now set  in 

mot ion to carry out  thei r devili sh plot . So, verse 33 begins, "So they made 

thei r father" –  let 's just  stop right  there . These two sisters , these two 

twisted sisters are in this together . And many times people can be 

emboldened to carry out  sin i f  they have a partner wi th them . And so they 

are arm-in-arm in this in agreement .  

 

"So they made thei r father "  –  they brought shameful  influence upon thei r 

father . They were the instigators of this , they were the ini tiators of this . 

"They made thei r father drink wine that  night ." Now let 's be clear here what  

the sin is . The sin is not  that  he drank wine , the sin is that  they kept  

pouring and pouring and pouring the wine until  he became drunk , and they 

did so wi th the evi l  motive to get  him drunk that  they could commit  this 

grosser sin .  

 

And so we read , "and the fi rstborn went  in and lay wi th thei r father ." This 

i s an incestuous relat ionship , and i t  i s another al lusion to a physical  

relat ionship:  "She went  in and lay wi th her father ," –  and please note –  

"he did not  know when she l aid down or when she  arose." That 's how drunk 

they made thei r father .   
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Now, he is a part icipant  in this . He should have said no , he should have 

backed off . He was led into this sin , but  he could have tapped the brakes , he 

could have brought  a stop to this . And so he is guilt y as wel l  to al low that  

cup to continue to be filled again and again and again . And he was so 

unconscious that  he didn't  even know when she l aid down or when she 

arose, because he had lost  al l  sense of sel f -control , and he had lost  al l  sense 

of any powers of reasoning . And what  we see here is that  the sin of 

drunkenness rarely ever st ays at  that  level , that  the sin of drunkenness is a 

super highway to commit ting other sins , that  when you unplug your brain 

and unplug any powers of reasoning , you're now driving a car that  has no 

brakes and has no steering wheel , and i t  inevitably leads to worse sin . So, 

one sin inevitably leads to another sin .  

 

Understand this:  one sin rarely ever t ravels solo . Sin always has other sins 

wi th it . And when one sin can establ ish a beachhead in a person's l i fe , that  

one sin sets up camp now for other sins to come and dwel l  wi th it , which is 

why repentance is so important , and confession of sin is so important , so 

that  an army of other sins does not  come in because this on e sin has 

establ ished a place in the l i fe of Lot .  

 

Verse 34, "On the fol lowing day ," meaning the next  day ;  there's no wasted 

time. This i s unfolding in rapid -fi re succession . "On the following day , the 

fi rstborn" –  the older daughter –  "said to the younger, 'Behold, I  lay last  

night  with my father ,' –  this should have been a confession of sin , not  an 

update –  'l et  us make him drink wine.'" So  this i s going to be second verse 

same as the fi rst . "I t  worked the fi rst  time last  night , i t 's going to work 

again tonight . Now this i s your t ime." But  both of them applying persuasion 

and influence and pressure , and who knows what  other tact ics .  

 

"Let  us make him drink wine tonight  also ;  then you go in and lie wi th him, 

that  we may preserve our family through our father ." I  mean , do you hear 

the hiss of the serpent  in that ? Do you hear the lie of the devi l  in that ? Do 

you hear the dest ruct ive seduct ive plan that  i s being belched out  of the 

serpent  himself?  

 

And so, verse 35 , "So they" –  the two of them together , this twisted sister 

act  –  "they made thei r father drink wine that  night  also , and the younger 

arose and lay wi th him." She had a sexual  relat ion with him. And you know, 

we say the world 's get t ing worse and worse. I t  was pret ty bad back then as 

wel l . "And he did not  know when she laid down or when she arose," because 
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he was unconscious . He had lost  all  facul ty of rest raint , sound judgment , 

even common sense . He sinned by becoming drunk;  and the sister 's sin , by 

get ting him drunk;  and they sin by having sexual  intercourse wi th thei r own 

father .  

 

Now we need to be very clear about  this . To drink wine is not  a sin , to be 

drunk is a horrible sin . And I want  to give you three verses . Ephesians 5:18 , 

Paul  says , "Do not  get  drunk with wine." That 's in the imperat ive mood . I t 's 

a command, an apostolic command :  "Do not get  drunk wi th wine, for that  i s 

dissipation , but  be fi lled with the Holy Spirit ." And what  Paul  i s doing here 

is he is making a comparison and a contrast  between being drunk with wine 

and being fil led with the Holy Spirit , okay . In both cases you come under 

the influence , and you begin to act  in a way  you would not  normal ly act , 

and you begin to talk in a way you would not  normal ly talk .  

 

And when you are fi lled wi th the Spirit , you act  in a godly manner , you 

pursue holiness;  you have boldness in witnessing when you're under the 

influence of the Holy Spirit . But  when you are under the influence of wine , 

you also act  in a way , a di fferent  way , and you also say things that  you 

should not  have said . And these two are mutually exclusive , they can never 

be mutual ly inclusive. You can never be under the control  and the influence 

and the power of both wine and the Holy Spirit , one displaces the ot her . I t 's 

not  both/and, i t 's ei ther /or. And so when you are under the influence of 

wine, you cannot  be under the influence of the Holy Spirit . You are driving 

your car bl ind and you have no brakes , no s teering wheel , no GPS, and i t 's 

going to lead to big time t rouble . And so that 's Ephesi ans 5:18. You come 

under this influence , you've lost  this influence .  

 

The next  verse is 1 Corinthians 6:9 -10, "Do not  be deceived ," –  in other 

words, don't  let  anyone tel l  you otherwise –  "nei ther fornicators ,  nor 

idolaters, nor adul terers , nor effeminate , nor homosexuals , nor thieves, nor 

covetous, nor drunkards, nor revi lers , nor swindlers, wi ll  inherit  the 

kingdom of God ." That 's a pret ty st rong statement , that  i f  this characterizes 

your l ifestyle, i f  this i s the path you're on , i f  this i s your habitual  modus 

operandi , i t  gives clear evidence you've never been regenerated and you've 

never been born again , you've never been washed in the blood of the Lord 

Jesus Christ . If  you continue day by  day , month by month , year by year 

going down this path , you're on the broad path headed for dest ruct ion .  
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And he tel l s us after he says , "wi l l  not  inherit  the kingdom of God ," now 

verse 11 , "But  such were some of you ," meaning when those in Corinth 

came to fai th in Christ  it  dramat ical ly changed thei r lives such that  

drunkards were no longer drunkards , and homosexuals were no longer 

homosexuals , and that  thieves were no longer thieves , because Christ  makes 

a di fference in a person's  l i fe. You cannot  meet  the risen Christ  and for 

your l ife not  to be changed ;  totally impossible.  

 

So he says , "But  such were some of you ;  but  you were washed , but  you were 

sanct i f ied , but  you were just if ied in the name of the Lord Jesus and i n the 

Spiri t  of our God ." They were diametrical ly , radical ly changed by the power 

of the Holy Spirit  and by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ . But  what  I  

want  you to see here is that  drunkards are thrown in with homosexuals and 

effeminate and adul terers and fornicators and idolaters . And i f  a person 

cont inues to be a drunkard he wi ll  not  inherit  the kingdom of God , and 

nei ther wi ll  a church -going person who has never been born again .  

 

One more verse Proverbs 23:29 . I t 's a smal l cluster of verses , but  it  would 

be good for us to hear this , because when I say to you drinking a glass of 

wine is not  a sin , however shocking that  may be for some here today , to 

cont inue to drink that  wine wi ll  be . So l i sten to Proverbs 23:29 , "Who has 

woe? meaning t roubles and t r i als. "Who has sorrow?" meaning deep pain . 

"Who has content ions?" meaning i rrational  relat ionships of high confl ict  

wi th other people. "Who has wounds wi thout  cause?" meaning you are 

suffering in a way that  could have been easi ly unavoidable , i t  could have 

easi ly been avoided . "And redness of eyes?"  meaning you can't  even sleep .  

 

Verse 30, here is who has woe , sorrow, content ions, complaining , wounds 

wi thout  cause , redness of eyes , verse 30:  "Those who l inger long over 

wine."  You sat  at  that  table way too long and you kept  partaking , and i t  has 

led to your sorrow, it  has led to your contentions and complainings , and i t 's 

al l  t raced back to that  bott le .  

 

He says in verse 32 at  the last , "I t  bites l ike a serpent  and st ings like a 

viper ," that  i t  hit s a point  where that  wine becomes l ike snake's venom that  

i s injected into your bloodst ream , and i t  i s lethal . I t  speaks to the 

seriousness of this .  
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So, what  do we l earn from this passage? Why would God put  this in the 

Bible? Why couldn't  we have a scene here o f a family having a picnic in a 

pasture by a river ,  and everyone's just  playing and laughing and having a 

good time? Because the Bible wants us to understand that  famil ies can be a 

cesspool  of iniquity;  that  famil ies , beginning with the father , can be a 

breeding ground for sin , a hotbed for sin . And also for us to see the dangers 

of too much alcohol , that  it  will  ruin your life .  

 

So this leads us , f inal ly , to verse 36 , "the scandalous resul t , the scandalous 

resul t ." "Thus both the daughters of Lot  were wi th chi ld by thei r father ." 

They were both impregnated . And what  we need to learn here is just  one 

night  of sin can ruin your li fe . Just  one night  of sin can have l i felong 

consequences . Just  one night , even just  one act  of sin can have devastat ing 

effects,  not  just  for you , but  for your children , and for thei r children , and 

for thei r chi ldren . I t  can have a long-term effect , just  one night  of sin .  

 

So, verse 37 , "The fi rstborn bore a son , and  cal led his name Moab ." And 

what  Moab means "from his father" or "of his father ." What  a horrible name 

to be given , that  you were si red by your own father through your daughter . 

"He is the father of the Moabi tes to this d ay," one of the archenemies of the 

people of God –  I  don't  have t ime to t race that  out . And then, f inal ly , verse 

38, "As for the younger ," –  meaning younger sister –  "she bore a son , and 

cal led his name Ben" –  which means son of –  "ammi," meaning "my 

people." "Son of my people" is what  the name means . "He is the father of 

the sons of Ammon to this day ."  

 

Wel l , I  need to wrap this up . And there's so  many di fferent  ways to go at  

this point , and I need to be succinct . I  wi l l  simply say this . Maybe you have 

come from a very dysfunct ional  home . Maybe you have come from a family 

wi th a father who l ived in sin . Maybe you grew up in a home where the 

father left  and abandoned you with your siblings . I  want  you to know the 

grace of God is far greater than what  h as ever taken place in your past . The 

grace of God can give you a new start . The grace of God can give you a 

new heart . The grace of God can give you a new family . The grace of God 

can give you a clean slate . The grace of God , which is far greater than the 

sin in which you grew up , i s able to wash your mind and to wash your heart  

and to now flood it  with new thoughts of how great  God is and how glorious 

God is;  and that  God uses even evi l  in our lives in a way that  i s often 

mysterious, but  for a great er end , to bring us into the image of Jesus Christ .  
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I  grew up in a home where my father  –  my father grew up in a broken 

home, abandoned by his father , and i t  had such an effect  on him that  he 

went  the second , thi rd , fourth , f i fth , tenth mile to be the father to me that  

he never had . And God can use this for eternal  good in your l ife to learn 

from negat ive example , for you to pour yoursel f into the wi ll  of God and do 

what 's r ight . And God by His grace and God by His power and God by His 

st rength can reverse the curse in your family and send your li fe , and 

perhaps even your family , in the right  di rection . So just  know that  despi te 

the despicableness of what  we have seen today , i t  serves as a black velvet  

backdrop for the diamonds of God's grace to shine even brighter . And i f  we 

have been describing your upbringing , may God give you much comfort , and 

may God give you much peace .  

 

[Prayer] Father , we thank You for everything that  i s in the Bible . We thank 

You for even this passage . May You use i t  to cause us to go as far away 

from what  we have seen here as we could possibly go . Help us to be 

completely ant ithetical  to what  we have seen , and instill  the fear of God 

wi thin us. We pray this, in Jesus' name. Amen   


