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2 Timothy 1:12 
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I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  
twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 
Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. We’ve been looking at the important doctrine of assurance – the importance of having a 

biblical confidence before God.  To be able to say with Paul,  

 “I know whom I have believed?” 

But the important question is upon what do you base this confidence?  How do you know 

that you have been converted.  Do you base the assurance of your salvation upon a 

personal feeling or upon the testimony of Scripture? 
2. Last week we saw that Biblical Christianity demands saving faith – “I know whom I have 

believed..”  And that saving faith always bears the fruit of repentance and this fruit can be 

tested objectively from the Word of God. 

James 2:26 NAU - "For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith 
without works is dead."  
Genuine saving faith, genuine Christian conversion will always be characterized by a 

practical obedience to the will of God. 

3. Assurance demands self-examination to see if we are in the faith 

2 Peter 1:10 NAU - "Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain 
about His calling and choosing you . . .”  
2 Corinthians 13:5 NAU - "Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine 
yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in 
you-- unless indeed you fail the test?"  
We are not looking for the graces to be fully developed – this will never occur in this life 

We are examining our highest desire – we are examining our life’s purpose. Our delight 

is in pleasing Jesus our Lord. 

4. This morning I want to look at yet another evidence of our Christian conversion. 

 True assurance is increased by our continued perseverance. 

 “to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day” 

A. The focus of perseverance is preservation. The Christian perseveres until the end 

because God is preserving him. Paul uses a word that describes the faithful 

keeping of goods placed in trust. We have entrusted our souls into the hands of 

our Savior who will preserve us into eternity. 

B. This is the same idea we see in Paul’s letter to the Philippians. 

Philippians 1:6 NAU - "For I am confident of this very thing, that He who 
began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus."  
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5. The true Christian has his sight fixed on eternity. He presses towards the goal. The true 

Christian will persevere in the Christian faith until the end.  

A. The religious pretender will not, cannot persevere.  He can continue in religion 

that makes no demands, but he is entirely unsuited to meet the demands of 

Christian discipleship. His counterfeit faith is entirely insufficient to withstand the 

assaults of the world and the devil. His carnal flesh will demand to be satisfied 

and he will give in to the flesh’s demands. 

B. Even for the genuine Christian, the habits of God’s ingrafted graces are still 

imperfect in this life and without the indwelling Spirit of God we would surely 

fall away.  

C. The fact that we continue to press on is a great source of confidence that our faith 

is genuine. Many believers cannot give the precise time of their conversion, yet 

they can surely see the progress of God’s grace in their lives. They have 

continued to persevere in the Christian life. 

 

I. Genuine conversion presses on, perseveres 

A. As we’ve seen, there is a perverted view among Baptists today that we refer to as 

“Once saved, always saved. 

1. While on the surface this is a true statement it does not convey the 

necessity of perseverance. It is the idea that a person can make an outward 

profession and be considered a believer even though there is no evidence 

of conversion. Some have not darkened the doors of the church for years. 

2. This has been exacerbated by the modern invitation system where there is 

an emphasis upon the act of “walking the aisle” or “making a decision.” 

  Many who have "walked the aisle" are as carnal as ever. 

 They are not zealous for the cause of Christ 

   They do not read their Bible, they seldom pray, 

 They think little of worship or preaching. 

3. This has resulted in great numbers of unsaved church members 

a. Standards have been lowered to explain these carnal church 

members.  

   b. It leaves us skeptical of the reports of conversions. 

c. It has resulted in placing higher value upon adult conversions than 

children.  

d. It has resulted in a loss of awe and amazement over Christian 

conversion. We don’t see it as a miracle of transforming grace. 

4. The fearful truth is that those who profess to be Christians but who soon 

return to their former life of worldliness are simply demonstrating their 

true nature. 

2 Peter 2:20-22 NAU - "For if, after they have escaped the 
defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, 
the last state has become worse for them than the first.  21 For it 
would be better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy 
commandment handed on to them.  22 It has happened to them 
according to the true proverb, "A dog returns to its own vomit," and, 
"A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.""  
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B. Instead of Once Saved Always Saved we need to return to the expression of our 

founding fathers – The saints of God will persevere till the end – Perseverance of 

the Saints. 

 1. A true believer may be guilty of sinning against God 

   a. He may even commit atrocious sin and grieve the Holy Spirit 

b. Although our faith may be shaken by severe temptations it will 

never be extinguished. 

2. God will not allow one of His own to continue in sin. God will convict us 

and chasten us and bring us back to obedience.  

 He keeps that which we have entrusted to Him.  

John 10:27-29 NAU - "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, 
and they follow Me;  28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will 
never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  29 "My 
Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is 
able to snatch them out of the Father's hand."  

 

II. Biblical perseverance is marked by the characteristics of the new birth 

 A. Perseverance does not grow cold during trials 

  1. The stony heart professor 

Matthew 13:20-21 NAU - "The one on whom seed was sown on 
the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy;  21 yet he has no firm root in 
himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution 
arises because of the word, immediately he falls away."  

  2. Trials are the very things sent to try and test our faith to prove it genuine 

1 Peter 1:3-7 NAU - "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to 
be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead,  4 to obtain an inheritance which is 
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in 
heaven for you,  5 who are protected by the power of God through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  6 In this 
you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, 
you have been distressed by various trials,  7 so that the proof of 
your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even 
though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ"  

  3. How long will the mere church member continue during adversity? 

   How many church members today would go to prison for their faith? 

   How many church members would undergo cruel torture for their faith? 

   For many today, you cannot even get them to come to church. 

    Every possible excuse will keep them from worship. 

4. Paul said, “For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not 
ashamed” 
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 B. Perseverance is not drawn away by worldly affairs or materialism. 

  1. This is the profession Jesus described as choked by thorns. 

Matthew 13:22 NAU - "And the one on whom seed was sown 
among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the 
worry of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, 
and it becomes unfruitful."  

2. The Bible has much to say about materialism – severe warnings that 

worldliness will exclude us from coming to Christ 

Matthew 19:24-26 NAU - "Again I say to you, it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of God."  25 When the disciples heard this, they 
were very astonished and said, "Then who can be saved?"  26 And 
looking at them Jesus said to them, "With people this is impossible, 
but with God all things are possible."  
James 4:4 NAU - "You adulteresses, do you not know that 
friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore 
whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an 
enemy of God."  

 C. Perseverance is not distracted from Christian duty. 

2 Timothy 2:3-4 NAU - "Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of 
Christ Jesus.  4 No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs 
of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a 
soldier."  
Luke 9:62 NAU - "But Jesus said to him, "No one, after putting his hand to 
the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God."  

 D. Perseverance continues to grow in holiness – there is progress in holiness. 

  Continued, ongoing sanctification is evident.  

  2 Timothy 1:9 NAU - "who has saved us and called us with a holy calling"  
  1. Sanctification is a work of God’s Spirit 

  2. This involves an increase in our knowledge of our Savior 

2 Peter 3:18 NAU - "but grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to 
the day of eternity."  

  3. Sanctification involves an increase in our practical obedience 

 With holiness comes increase in confidence before God 

 Puritan Thomas Brooks – “The more the soul is conformed to Christ, the 

more confident it will be of its interest in Christ.” 

2. Peter tells us of this progress as he tells us to make our calling and election 

sure.  2 Peter 1:3-10 

2 Peter 1:8-11 NAU - "For if these qualities are yours and are 
increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 For he who lacks these 
qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification 
from his former sins.  10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent 
to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as 
you practice these things, you will never stumble;  11 for in this way 
the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ will be abundantly supplied to you."  
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III. Our Perseverance is completely the work of our Triune God. We have safely entrusted 

ourselves into the hands of God. 

A. It is founded upon the election of our Father 

John 6:39 NAU - "This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He 
has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day."  

 1. How can God lose those whom He has chosen to eternal life 

2. Would God allow the loss of a single one of those He has given to His Son 

for an inheritance 

John 10:29 – “My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; 
and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.” 

B. It is secured upon the work of Christ  

1. Consider the horrors of the cross and then imagine that Christ would ever 

allow a single one of those for whom He died to be taken from Him. 

2. Will He not protect those who have now become His property—those He 

purchased upon the cross? 

3. What about the power of the resurrection?  

   a. Is He not alive to intercede on our behalf!  

   b. Do we not have the assurance of His return 

C. It is maintained upon the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit  

Ephesians 1:13-14 NAU - "In Him, you also, after listening to the 
message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you 
were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a 
pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own 
possession, to the praise of His glory."  
1. Shall the One sent to abide with us forever now leave us and forsake us? 

John 14:16 NAU - "I will ask the Father, and He will give you 
another Helper, that He may be with you forever;"  

2. He is called the pledge or earnest of our inheritance – shall that prove 

worthless? 

3. How can the Holy Spirit lose one within whom He dwells? What force is 

powerful enough to banish Him from God’s elect. 
D. This grand work of God gives us confidence that our faith is genuine. 

2 Timothy 1:12 NAU - "for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced 
that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day."  
1 Peter 1:3-5 NAU - "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again 
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  4 
to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not 
fade away, reserved in heaven for you,  5 who are protected by the power 
of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time."  

 1. Our patient continuing brings us confidence and assurance  

2 Timothy 4:7-8 NAU - "I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the course, I have kept the faith;  8 in the future there is laid 
up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to 
all who have loved His appearing."  

2. Our growth and perseverance in righteousness, zeal, and love increases 

our confidence. 
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Conclusion: 
1. The Bible gives sufficient evidence of saving faith so that no one should be fooled into 

believing he has something that he does not. 

2. Our faith is increased by the fact we are pressing on. We are continuing in the faith. We 

are progressing in the faith. The Christian graces in our lives are increasing. 

3. Are these things true for you? We must always look for the fruits of saving faith. 

 May God grant us discernment as we examine our hearts for the fruits of conversion 

4. And may the evidence of your genuine faith bring you confidence as you press on 

towards eternity.  

 


