
Authority	‐	The	Good	Fight	of	Faith:	Part	Five	
Ephesians	5:21‐6:9	

Controversy ‐ Submission, Subjection, Obedience – Wives & Children &   In context: Masters & Slaves 

                  Today:  Management & Labor 

1 Corinthians 14:33 (ESV)  …God is not a God of confusion but of peace. As in all the churches of the 
saints… 

Good Order – Military Analogy: I hate following orders 

 Harmony – achieved only when each instrumentalist hits the right note at the right time 

 Machine – functions only when all the gears work in synchronization 

 System – functions when every input and output is in right proportions 

Organizational Theory 

 Authority – the power to act 

 Responsibility – the duty to act 

 Accountability – actions are measured to a standard 

Submission & Subjection 

 Definitions 

o Submit – to present for consideration or judgment – seek wise counsel 

o Subject – conditional, or dependent upon – be constrained 

 More about ATTITUDE than ACTIONS 

o BE submissive – Humility & Grace 

o BE subject to – Honor & Respect 

Proverbs 20:18 (ESV) Plans are established by counsel; by wise guidance wage war. 

Command	Intent:		

A	post‐war	debriefing	of	a	German	General:		"The	reason	the	American	Army	does	so	well	in	wartime,	is	that	war	
is	chaos,	and	the	American	Army	practices	it	on	a	daily	basis."		

Biblical Interpretation 

 Context – textual, audience, culture & language (terms) 

 General principles or commands – that are applied to specific context 

 In this context… the guidance or commands specifically written about are the most challenging 

 Primarily due to familiarity: the more you know about a person’s weaknesses, & failures… 

Ephesians 5:15–6:9 (ESV) 15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the 
best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of 
the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 
addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with 
your heart, 20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  



21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.  

22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as 
Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so 
also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water 
with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as 
their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes 
and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man 
shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery 
is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his 
wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband. 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, 
for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 “that it 
may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, 
but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 5 Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with 
fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, as you would Christ, 6 not by the way of eye-service, as people-
pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7 rendering service with a good 
will as to the Lord and not to man, 8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from 
the Lord, whether he is a bondservant or is free. 9 Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, 
knowing that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him.  
 

General	Principles	
 

1. Submit to each other – text v. 21” submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ” 

James 4:1–10 (ESV) 1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your 
passions are at war within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, 
so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship 
with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an 
enemy of God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the 
spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the 
proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to 
mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.  

1 Peter 5:1–11 (ESV) So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is 
among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for 
shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 4 
And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5 Likewise, you who are 
younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of 
God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 
8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone 
to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by 
your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, 
who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 
11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  



2. Love one another – as Christ loved 

John 15:12–17 (ESV) “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 
Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known 
to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and 
that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 
These things I command you, so that you will love one another.  

NOTE: That’s not a command to DIE one day for others, but LIVE every day for others. 

3. Respect all men. 

ALL - 1 Peter 2:13–17 (ESV) Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to 
the emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those 
who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as 
servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.  

CHURCH Hebrews 13:1–18 (ESV) Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as 
though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. 4 Let marriage be 
held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and 
adulterous. 5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I 
will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; 
what can man do to me?” 7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the 
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever. 9 Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be 
strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not benefited those devoted to them. 10 We have an altar 
from which those who serve the tent have no right to eat. 11 For the bodies of those animals whose blood is 
brought into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. 12 So Jesus 
also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood. 13 Therefore let us go 
to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured. 14 For here we have no lasting city, but we seek 
the city that is to come. 15 Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, 
the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for 
such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch 
over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, 
for that would be of no advantage to you. 18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, 
desiring to act honorably in all things.  

Romans 12:18 (ESV) If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.  

4. Leaders, don’t provoke your followers. 

text 6:4 (ESV)  Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord.  

Mark 10:35–44 (ESV) And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, 
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to them, “What do you want 
me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in 
your glory.” 38 Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup 



that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39 And they said to him, “We 
are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I 
am baptized, you will be baptized, 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is 
for those for whom it has been prepared.” 41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James 
and John. 42 And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not 
be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be 
first among you must be slave of all.  

5. Understand this: All of us will give an account to God for how we treat others. 

text 6:5–9 (ESV) 5 Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, 
as you would Christ, 6 not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, 
doing the will of God from the heart, 7 rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man, 8 
knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a 
bondservant or is free. 9 Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he who is 
both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him.  

Romans 14:12 (ESV) … each of us will give an account of himself to God.  

Matthew 12:36 (ESV) I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word 
they speak… 

Hebrews 4:11–13 (ESV) [Obey God] to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 
disobedience. 12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to 
the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom 
we must give account.  

James 2:8–13 (ESV) If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has 
become accountable for all of it. 11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” 
If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and 
so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to one who 
has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 

Parallel	Passages	

1 Peter 2:13–3:7 (ESV) Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor 
as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15 
For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live 
as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor 
everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.  

18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust. 
19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 For 
what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it 
you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither 
was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not 



threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on 
the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you 
were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.  
1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be 
won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they see your respectful and pure conduct. 3 Do not 
let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you 
wear— 4 but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and 
quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious. 5 For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to 
adorn themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you 
are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening.  

7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the 
weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.  
 

Colossians 3:12–4:1 (ESV) Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these 
put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  

18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be 
harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not 
provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 22 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your 
earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will 
receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back 
for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality.  
1 Masters, treat your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.  
 

Romans 12:9–13:7 (ESV) Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one 
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent 
in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the 
needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.  

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with 
those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never 
be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of 
all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 
leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the 
contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you 
will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 13:1 Let 
every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that 
exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, 
and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you 
have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is 
God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is 
the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in 
subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For because of this you also pay 



taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: 
taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to 
whom honor is owed.  
 

Closing	thoughts	
Starts with ATTITUDE, not actions 

Home life – should not be a distraction, or hindrance, to mission. But refuge and resupply. 

Living & working as part of a team is NOT easy.  

Wise Counsel: 

Proverbs 1:5 (ESV) Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who understands obtain guidance… 

Pr. 12:15 (ESV) The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice.  

Pr. 19:20 (ESV) Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain wisdom in the future.  

Pr. 20:18 (ESV) Plans are established by counsel; by wise guidance wage war.  

Pr. 24:5–6 (ESV) A wise man is full of strength, and a man of knowledge enhances his might, 6 for by wise 
guidance you can wage your war, and in abundance of counselors there is victory.  

 
 


