EXPOSITION OF MARK p. 157
Message #26 Mark 8:1-21

We come now to another feeding miracle that Clpestorms and this time it is a feeding of
4000, not 5000. Now because of the obvious siitidarbetween this feeding and the feeding
of the 5000 (Mark 6:30-44), some critics have ttieday this is referring to the same miracle.
Their primary argument is why would the disciple& &hrist where they will be able to get
enough food to feed this crow@:4), if they had already been involved in the feedhthe
50007

Well, there are a couple of answers to this queskost, their faith was still fickle in spite of

all they had seen Jesus Christ do. They weresiptbcess of learning, but they had not learned.
In fact, in this very text He will tell His discig$ that they have hardened heé8t&7).

Second their question about where will anyone find bresadot necessarily denying Christ’s
ability to provide food; but not presuming that Wil again. They had seen Him do some
amazing things, but not all the time. For examghley saw Him raise a dead girl. But He did
not go to every funeral and raise every dead perSanthey are not presuming that He will
automatically do another miracle like He did in IliBsgtida. We may easily prove these are two
separate feedings by offering nine proofs:

1) There is a difference in the number—4000 pewptsus 5000 men, plus women and children.

2) There is a difference in location—5000 primaalyewish area; 4000 primarily a Gentile area.

3) There is a difference in time-5000 with Chriseaay; 4000 with Christ three days.

4) There is a difference in ambiance-5000 sit @egrgrass; 4000 sit on ground.

5) There is a difference in prayer-5000 Jesus ®tfenks; 4000 Jesus offers two prayers.

6) There is a difference in bread loaves—5000 thexdive; 4000 there are seven.

7) There is a difference in fish—=5000 two smakfig000 a few small fish.

8) There is a difference in leftovers—5000 twelreh baskets of bread and fish; 4000 seven
large baskets of broken pieces.

9) There is a difference stated by Jesus—He sayedH&000 inverse 19and 4000 irverse 20

Now the key to this igerse 21when Jesus says, “do you not yet understand?”pohe He
wants them to understand is this:

GOD’S PEOPLE CAN KNOW AND BELIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST IS GOD AND HE
WILL MEET EVERY ONE OF OUR PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL N EEDS AND WE
NEED TO STAY FOCUSED ON UNDERSTANDING HIS WORD AND NOT SPEND
OUR LIVES WORRYING ABOUT WORLDLY PROVISIONS.

We all need a good dose of this text. We live imme when the world is falling apart. We have
security problems; we have investment and stoclkebgroblems and we sure have moral
problems. Politicians will tell you the countryirsgreat shape and they can solve the few
problems we actually have. Our hope and secwuiltynever be found in anything in this world;
our hope and security is found in Jesus Christat what Christ wanted His own disciples to
understand.
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There are three key episodes that occur that glearhmunicate this point:
EPISODE #1 —Jesus feeds 4000 in the Decapolis regi®m.-9

Now verse linforms us that another large crowd was followdiegus in the Decapolis region.
This was primarily a Gentile region, not Jewisthey were following Christ not necessarily
because they believed in Him; but because He waisaetle worker.

One of the things Jesus had done months earltbrsvery region was to cast at least 2000
demons out of a man and the man wanted to trawkldesus and Jesus told him you go home
and tell the people in the Decapolis region whatltbrd has done (Mark 5:19-20). Itis very
possible that this massive crowd is gathering allalesus because of the witness of a man who
had at one time been demon-possesdedmatter what your background you can be greatly
used by God to tell others about Jesus Christ.

The crowd had been following Him so Jesus callesldisciples to Him and according to verses
2-3, He gave them three messages:

Message #1 He felt compassion for the people because theysteaed with Him three days.
8:2a

Jesus has a real concern for those who have béletimn for a while. He is very interested in
their lives and needs.

Message #2 He felt compassion because they had not eatdmaee tlays.8:2b

Let’s not kid ourselves. Many of these people dbhbelieve they need Jesus Christ to save them
from their sins; but Jesus cared about them and wehether or not they had footlost people
don’t have a clue that God is the One who has givahem their skills, their income, their
housing and their food. God does this for peoplelo don’t even acknowledge Him.

Message #3 He knew if He sent them away without eating, sevoald “faint” on the way.
8:3

The word “faint” means to become so weary that@nédd even collapse. Some of these people
had travelled great distances to be with Him.

Jesus knew each person and He knew how far easbrplead actually travelled.

Now when Jesus shared His concerns with His disgjphey said inerse 4 where will we get
enough bread in this desolate place that can feédatisfy this number of peopleJesus wants
all to know I can and will satisfy the needs of pgae no matter what the numbers or the
background.
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Jesus wants His apostles to learn a very significalesson and that is | am the One who is
the bread of life not only for the Jews, but alsodr the Gentiles. | supply the life needs of
people whether Jew or Gentile.

In verse § Jesus asks how many loaves of bread do theydraléhey said seven.

According toverse § Jesus directed the people to sit down and takiegeven loaves He gave
thanks and broke the loaves and then He startéaiggand giving the loaves to His disciples and
they in turn gave them to the people.

The verb “broke” is aorist tense which means Haksdhe loaves at one point of time. The
verb “giving” is imperfect tense which against icalies He just keeps giving and giving more
bread to His disciples and they keep giving ith® people.

Now according towverse 7 they also had a few small fish and He blessexh ttwed ordered them
to be served as welVerse 8says they ate and were satisfied. That wordsfeati” means they
ate to full satisfaction and they ate until theyreviat (G. Abbott-SmithGGreek Lexicon, p. 482).

For the most part, we have had so much to eaisrctuntry we have eaten until we are over-
weight, literally. Do you realize who has givenths food to eat? Itis God. God has supplied
everything.

After they all ate, they picked up seven large b&skull of leftovers and He sent the 4000
people awayverses 8-9) Ray Stedman gave an illustration of this pritegf his church that |
want to give concerning our church. Every year Bwes a financial report and every year we
come in very close to the budget and usually haseg little left over. We don’t have stockpiles
of money left over, but we have a little and God geven enough. We basically see this very
kind of miracle in this church, year after yeateaf/ear.

Now before we move on there are some importantreagens to make here:

Observation #1 -Jesus Christ knows the physical needs of evergopeaind will abundantly
meet those needs.

He knows how many miles we have traveled in Il knows when we are hurting. He knows
when we have needs.

Observation #2 -We can continue to stay focused on doing God’skmibwing Jesus Christ
will abundantly eteur needs.

If you have your focus in this life on the materia Kent Hughes said, you will shrivel.
However, if, regardless what your age, you keep yocus on the Lord, you will prosper. You
may be 15, 25, 35, 45, 55, or 65 and if your wHotalis is on the material and the temporal, your
life will end shallow and hollow.
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You may spend your entire life and choose to gt riexercise right, and invest right. You may
decide to buy your perfect dream house and drigg#rfect vehicle. In the end, you will
discover that these things will dim. What you wiiscover over time is that those things are
more hollow and shallow. God does not want us wgsiur years on earth worrying about
stuff. He wants us focused on Him and His WorauXeep your focus there and He will
abundantly meet your needs.

Observation #3 -Jesus Christ is the only One who can feed thesektthe soul.

Jesus Christ is the only one sufficient to meebatlneeds.

EPISODE #2 —Jesus is confronted by the Pharisees in the Daithamegion.8:10-13

There is no specific place or location in anciernitings that is known by the name Dalmanutha.
Most believe it was located on the western shotb®fSea of Galilee somewhere south of
Capernaum. It must have been a Jewish area beasgs®n as Jesus came to this region, He is
met by Pharisees for three reasons:

Reason #1 They want to argue with Him8:11a

The word “argue” means these guys want to debdtelrm and dispute His claims and
teachings. They were not interested in a discagsi@scertain truth; this was all about hostile
argumentation and challenge. They are not abdetiee Jesus alone.

Reason #2 They want to see Him perform some sign from hea®hlb

They wanted Jesus to perform some spectaculafreignheaven. They wanted Him to show
that His authority and miraculous power did conmerfrGod. Jesus has already performed signs
and miracles in every region, but it wasn’t enou@hese Christ haters want Him to do some-
thing big.

Reason #3 They want to test Him8:11c

They wanted to trap Him. This word test is ond thaised in a bad sense, trying to ensnare Him
(Ibid., p. 351).

Jesus responded to them in three ways:
(Response #1) Jesus sighed deeplg:12a

At this point Jesus has performed amazing miraahesthese guys knew it. This “deep sighing”
in His spirit was that of emotional grief and fmagion.
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(Response #2) desus questioned ther@:12b

Jesus asked them a rhetorical question. Franldyskhad and He said you are a generation
who always wants a sign; well, no sign will be givte you. Matthew adds, He also said you are
an evil and adulterous generation and the only gognwill see is the sign of Jonah (Matt. 16:4).
What that means is the only sign you will see isddming out of a grave three days after you
put Me in it dead. In other words, the only sigaill do for you is My Resurrection. Is that big
enough for you? You kill Me and | come back alivehree days. Is that big enough? No.

(Response #3) Jesus left them8:13

Jesus got in the boat and left these religiousdiesaand headed back across the sea toward the
Gentile area.

There is a place for saying, “I have had enougfhat is what Jesus does here. He says | am
getting out of here because | am sick and tiregbaf Pharisaical losers.

EPISODE #3 —Jesus uses this to teach His disciples that iHei®©ne who will meet all of
their need8:14-21

At this point we are about one year away from ttus€ and these disciples are still struggling,
in spite of all they have seen Him do. You woutdtainly expect the Pharisees and Scribes to
misunderstand and not believe, but you would npeekit from His own disciples.

Now verse 14says that when they were in the boat, they foigtdke the bread they had from
the huge number of leftovers in the feeding 0f4860. All they had was one loaf.

According toverse 15 Jesus started giving them orders. He gave tbespdcific orders:
Order #1 - Watch out and beware of the leaven of the Phaist:é5a
Order #2 - Watch out and beware of the leaven of Her8rl.5b

Now when | read this, the first question that coteey mind is what is the leaven of the
Pharisees and what is the leaven of Herod? Tsietfilng that came to these disciples minds is
we don’t have any bread on bodverse 16) They apparently think Jesus is challenging them
about why they forgot the bread.

Now Matthew refers to the leaven of the Pharisedseing their teaching (Matt. 16:12). Luke
says it was their hypocrisy (Luke 12:2What we conclude is that the leaven of the Pharisge
is their teaching of man-made religious traditionswvhich they elevate to the same level as

the Word of God and their play acting that they areright with God in this. Beware of that.
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The leaven of Herod would seem to be that which tisns to truth and knows it is the truth
but then does the opposite of truth.Herod sold out the truth for the whims of hisewif

Now Jesus is giving them this instruction and theydiscussing a loaf of bread in the boat.
Jesus asks them a series of five rhetorical questio

(Rhetorical Question #1) -Why are you discussing the subject of bre&dP7a

Good question. The answer is because these gelysissing it.

(Rhetorical Question #2) -Do you not yet see or comprehen82.7b

The answer is “no” we do not see yet and we damitgrehend.

(Rhetorical Question #3) -Do you have a hardened heaB2A7c

The answer is “yes” we do have a hardened heart.

(Rhetorical Question #4) -Do you have eyes that cannot s&:28a

The answer is we do have eyes but “no” we don'’t see

(Rhetorical Question #5) -Do you have ears that cannot he&8r28b

The answer is we do have ears but “no” we don’t.hea

Now inverse 19Jesus brings this discussion down to their leVélese guys are discussing one
loaf of bread. So Jesus says when | broke thddiaees for the five thousand, how many

baskets full did you pick up and they said twelve.

In verse 20Jesus said and when | broke the seven loaveldatd@00 how many large baskets
full did you pick up and they said seven.

Now verse 21 do you not yet understandfou are traveling with God! This is what the
Pharisees deny and this is what Herod denies.

Don’t you guys get it yet? Jesus says don’t yodewstand that | am the God/Savior/
Messiah/King. Jesus is God. He is the Divine &aand the Divine Provider.

Most of the religious world has misread this fattin’'t you make the same mistake.



