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Article 16  

Leader: Those in whom a living faith in Christ, an assured confidence of soul, peace of conscience, an 

earnest endeavor after filial obedience, a glorying in God through Christ, is not as yet strongly felt, and who 

nevertheless make use of the means which God has appointed for working these graces in us, ought not to be 

alarmed at the mention of reprobation, nor to rank themselves among the reprobate, but diligently to 

persevere in the use of means, and with ardent desires devoutly and humbly to wait for a season of richer 

grace.  

 

People: Much less cause to be terrified by the doctrine of reprobation have they who, though they 

seriously desire to be turned to God, to please Him only, and to be delivered from the body of death, 

cannot yet reach that measure of holiness and faith to which they aspire; since a merciful God has 

promised that He will not quench the smoking flax, nor break the bruised reed.1  

 

Leader: But this doctrine is justly terrible to those who, regardless of God and of the Savior Jesus Christ, 

have wholly given themselves up to the cares of the world and the pleasures of the flesh, so long as they are 

not seriously converted to God. 

                                                 
1 Isa. 42:3 


