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KJV – Colossians 1:15-20 

 

“Awed by His Greatness” 

     February 3, 2013 – Adult Sunday School Lesson. 

Text – Colossians 1:15-20  [Read Colossians 1:15-20] 

Key Text – Colossians 1:19 –  19 It pleased the Father that in him should all fullness dwell. 

Lesson Outline: 

I. Jesus Over All Things – Colossians 1:15-17 

II. Jesus Over All People – Colossians 1:18-20 

Facts: to discover what our text says about the awesome greatness of the LORD Jesus.  

Principle: to see how this truth applies to our faith and practice as Christians.   

Application: to regulate our daily lives in the light of Christ’s authority and greatness.  

     Some Bible teachers think that Colossians is the Apostle Paul’s most Christ-centered Epistle. That 
is not an easy judgment to make, for all of Paul’s writings reveal his deep love for Jesus. What is 
clear about this Epistle is that when he sent this letter to the Colossians, he was very concerned 
about their views and attitudes toward Christ. The evidence in the letter points to their having 
come under the influence of false teaching, and Paul wanted to correct these issues that this church 
was facing. 

     There might have been a mixture of Judaism, asceticism and Gnosticism being taught and Paul 
wanted to make sure that they were not being lead a stray and had the correct doctrines of the faith 
concerning the key focal point, Jesus Christ the LORD. 

- Judaism taught that certain elements of the Mosaic Law needed to be followed as part of 
their salvation in order to receive justification. 
 

- Asceticism taught and emphasized the necessity of following certain rituals of self-denial as 
part of their Christian life; this included practices that involve restraint with respect to 
actions of body, speech, and mind. The founders and earliest practitioners of these religions 
lived extremely austere lifestyles, refraining from sensual pleasures and the accumulation 
of material wealth. They practiced asceticism not as a rejection of the enjoyment of life, or  
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because the practices themselves are virtuous, but as an aid in the pursuit of salvation or 
liberation. 

- Gnosticism taught that all matter, and especially the body is evil and that Jesus was no was 
not truly human but only appeared that way. Because matter is evil, Jesus could not have 
been a true incarnation of God; there this teaching denied the Deity of the LORD Jesus 
Christ. 

     The Apostle “Paul’s patient correction of the Colossian believers should remind us that we need 
to keep the worship of Jesus Christ central in our churches.” (Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible 
Commentary, Thomas Nelson). 

Colossians 1:15-20 

15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 

16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, 
and for him: 

17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 

18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in 
all things he might have the preeminence. 

19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; 

20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; 
by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 

     Today’s Scripture text portrays in a very short and concise way the heart of Christianity which in 
its purest form is all about the center piece which is the LORD Jesus Christ. It is not about 
formalized religion but about the LORD. If we understand and believe these verses, we can get the 
rest of faith right. If we do not believe them or distort these verses, everything else we believe or do 
about the faith will be compromised. 

     Each of the following concepts could be explored and expanded on endlessly, since they are 
infinite in their application to the LORD Jesus. We will have to be content to view them like 
snapshots. Taken together, they will give us at least a glimpse of the awesomeness of our LORD 
Jesus Christ and of who He really is. 
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1. The image of God:      The Son of God is the image of God 

Colossians 1:15 

15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 

     As usual, Paul began his letter with a greeting to the Colossian believers. He first commended 
them for their faith and the love they displayed to other believers. After hearing these things about 
them from his fellow servant Epaphras (in verse seven), he expressed his prayer for them in verses 
nine through twelve.  

     He included his desire that they would be “filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding.” This was already a way to counteract the influence of the false teachings 
that were among them.  

     The Colossian church had several misconceptions that had been brought about by these false 
teachings. Misconception about the LORD Jesus Christ which the Apostle Paul directly refutes: 

1. They believed that matter is evil, so they said that God would not have come to earth as a 
true human being in bodily form. Paul states that Christ is the exact likeness of God, Christ is 
himself God, and yet He died on the cross as a human being. 
 

2. They believed God did not create the world because he would not have created evil. Paul 
says that Jesus Christ, who was also God in the flesh, is the Creator of both the heaven and 
the earth.  

 
3. They believed and taught that Christ was not the unique Son of God, but rather one of many 

intermediaries between God and man. The Apostle Paul explains that Christ existed before 
anything else and that He is the firstborn of those resurrected. 

 
4. They refused to see Christ as the source of Salvation, insisting that people could find God 

only through special and secret knowledge. The Apostle Paul affirms that a person can only 
be saved through Christ Jesus.  

 
     As you can see these false teachings that were starting to spread within the Colossian Church 
were very dangerous. Because it gets man completely off track and looses the doctrines and the 
teaching of the fundamentals.  Colossians 1:15-16 is one of the strongest statements about the 
divine nature of the LORD Jesus Christ found anywhere in the Bible. Paul stated this to counter 
these false teachings that Christ was not divine. Many other places in the Scriptures, the Word of 
God tells us this truth as well: 
 
-Christ is one with God:  John 1:1 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 
-Christ is not only equal to God:  Philippians 2:6 
 
6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
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-Christ is God:  John 10:30 
 
30 I and my Father are one. 
 
John 10:38 
 
38 But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the 
Father is in me, and I in him. 
 
John 12:45 
 
45 And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. 
 
John 14:1-11 
 
1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 
 
2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. 
 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also. 
 
4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 
 
5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? 
 
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
 
7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and 
have seen him. 
 
8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 
 
9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he 
that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father? 
 
10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I 
speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 
 
11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake. 
 
-Christ not only reflects God:  John 1:18 
 
18 No man hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he 
hath declared him. 
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-Christ reveals God to us:  John 14:9 
 
9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he 
that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father? 
 
-Christ came from heaven, not from the dust of the ground:  I Corinthians 15:47 
 
47 The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from heaven. 
 
-Christ is LORD of All:  Romans 9:5 
 
5 Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed 
for ever. Amen. 
 
Romans 10:11-13 

11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 

12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all 
that call upon him. 

13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

Revelation 1:5 

5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of 
the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 

Revelation 17:14 

14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and 
King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful. 

-Christ is completely Holy:  Hebrews 7:26-28 

26 For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made 
higher than the heavens; 

27 Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for 
the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. 

28 For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since 
the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. 
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I Peter 1:19 

19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 

I Peter 2:22 

22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 

I John 3:5 

5 And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin. 

-Christ has authority to judge the world:  Romans 2:16 

16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. 

II Corinthians 5:10 

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

II Timothy 4:1 

1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing and his kingdom; 

     We see within the Scriptures that the LORD Jesus Christ is LORD over all, he is supreme over all 
creation including the Spirit world. We like the Colossian believers, must believe that Jesus is God 
and in complete control. Otherwise our Christian faith will be hollow and meaningless. We must 
oppose those who say that Jesus is not LORD, because He was more than merely a prophet or a 
good teacher. He is God, in the flesh, in charge and LORD over all. 
 

2. The Creator of all things:      The Son of God is the Creator 

Colossians 1:16 

16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, 
and for him: 
 
     One reason that we must only see Jesus as merely as a created being is that He is the Creator of 
all things, and this includes everything that is in heaven and everything that is on the earth. Paul 
gives this statement in verse sixteen to warn against the false teachers that believed the physical 
world was evil; they thought that God Himself could not have created it. 
  
     If Christ were God, they reasoned, He would be in charge only of the spiritual world. But the 
Apostle Paul explains that both the spiritual world and the natural physical worlds were created by 
and are under the authority of the LORD Jesus Christ as well. He has no equal and no rival.  
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3. The Sustainer of all things: The Son of God holds it all together 
 
Colossians 1:17 
 
17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 
 
     Jesus spoke the Words in John 8:58 - Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before 
Abraham was, I am. He was before all things and through Him all things consist. The previous verse 
gives us two important details about Jesus as the Creator. 
 
     First – That everything was created by Him as John 1:3 tells us that – All things were made by him; 
and without him was not anything made that was made. 
 
     Second – It tells us that all things were made by Him, but that they were also made for Him. 
 
     Now in verse seventeen it reinforces verse sixteen, by showing us that, yes He is God and has 
always been here. He is before all of creation, He was before the earth, He was before the universe 
and He was even before the angels.  
 

4. The Resurrection of Life: The Son of God is the firstborn from the dead 
 
 
Colossians 1:18 
 
18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in 
all things he might have the preeminence. 
 
     The resurrection (Christ is “firstborn from the dead”) proves Christ’s Lordship over the material 
world. All who trust in Christ will also defeat death and rise again to live eternally with Him. 
 
I Corinthians 15:20 
 
20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 
 
I Thessalonians 4:14 
 
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him. 
 
     It was because of His death on the cross, the burial and the resurrection that the LORD Jesus 
Christ is exalted and elevated to the status that was rightfully His from the beginning. 
 
Philippians 2:5-11 

5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
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7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men: 

8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. 

9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 

10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; 

11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

     Furthermore, because He is spiritually supreme (preeminent) in the universe and over all, we 
should surely give Him first place in all our thought and activities. 
 

5. The Fullness of the Father:  The Son of God is the Father’s Glory 
 
Colossians 1:19 
 
19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; 
 
     The LORD Jesus Christ is fully divine and is the image of God. Christ pleased the Father by 
revealing God to man with all fullness. Jesus did not do this to receive honor and glory but that the 
Heavenly Father would be given the glory. Christ has always been God and will always be God, in 
Him dwells all fullness. 
 

6. The maker of peace: The Son of God is the reconciler of all things 
 
Colossians 1:20 
 
20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; 
by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 
 
     Christ’s death provided a way for all people to come to God (“to reconcile all things unto himself”). 
It removed the sin that keeps us from having a right relationship with our Creator. This does not 
mean that everyone has been saved, but that the way has been cleared for anyone who will trust 
Christ to be saved. We can have peace with God and be reconciled to Him by accepting Christ as our 
LORD and Saviour.  
 
     To be reconciled back to God, to worship and serve Him and to be “Awed by His Greatness.” 


